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1 Cor. Chapter 14…………………………………(opening vv 1-20)

Last year late in December I walked up to the fuel driver at one of the

truck stops. This man works Monday through Friday and every other
Saturday. He works 10-12 hour days and is paid by the number of loads he

delivers. Each load is 7,700 gallons of #2 diesel fuel. His day is controlled by
things like weather, prices, other drivers and the amount of fuel that is sold.

The underground tanks hold approximately 70,000 gallons of fuel. On a

busy day they can sell in excess of 150,000 gallons. They often sell 2,mm
gallons in a month. If the fuel isn't selling, the fuel driver must wait till

there is room in the tanks for him to dump his load.

So his paycheck is determined by many factors that are beyond his control.

As I walked up to talk with him he said, "Oh, I have something for you." He
went to his cab, came back and handed me a check for $500.00 for the

ministry! I commented on it later and he said, "I appreciate the ministry I
see happening". This man is an ordinary truck driver who understands the

principle that God provided him the success and the money. He understands

that God's gifts are to be used in the service of others.

The Christians at Corinth had many gifts of the Spirit that they used in
worship. Paul has been discussing these gifts in chapters 12 and 13. Now in

chapter 14 he points out that these gifted believers had lost sight of the

purpose of their gifts. They thought their spiritual gifts were for their own
pleasure. Paul reminded them that every gift from God is intended for

service to others. We today need to learn from this chapter that we must

use our gifts not for personal fulfillment, but to build up the church and to
present a godly witness to the world.

Edmund P. Cloney says, "The possession of gifts for service in Christ's

church constitutes a call for their use…We use our gifts in order to serve
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God, not in order to advance ourselves, attract the admiration of others, or
even find satisfaction and fulfillment."

In this chapter Paul argues that prophecy is superior to speaking in

tongues. We need to define several terms:

First, "prophecy1"…Paul lists prophecy as being superior to tongues.
Prophecy and tongues are both speaking gifts.

Prophecy is closely related to preaching in the NT. Its essential element is
the utterance of a message which is directly inspired by God.

The NT preacher doesn't receive his message directly from God like the OT

prophet did. The preacher searches the text and listens for God the Holy
Spirit to speak to him before he can speak to God's people.

NT prophecy does not usually mean predictive prophecy like the OT

prophets often did.

The "tongues2" that Paul speaks about could have been known languages
which were unknown to the speaker. If this was meant, the speaker would

speak in a known language which could be understood by a person who spoke

that language.
This is apparently what happened at Pentecost where the message was

spoken in a language which was normal to the speaker. This language was
then miraculously understood by different races in their own language.

Many commentators feel that this is what Paul is talking about in chapter

14. It is interesting to note that the word "unknown" in the Authorized
Version is in italics and is not in the original text. The original simply reads,

"One who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men, but to God".
This sounds like the other possible meaning for the word tongues, which is

ecstatic utterances which are not understood by the speaker or the hearer.

So Paul may be speaking of utterances which are not understood by the

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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speaker but which are understood by at least some of the hearers…or of
utterances which were understood by neither the speaker or the hearer.

Whichever he means, Paul says that prophecy is always superior to
speaking in tongues.

Paul has shown us in chapter 13 that love is the greatest of all spiritual
values. All of our serving and exercising of our gifts must be done in love. In

verse one he says, "Follow after (or pursue) charity (or love) and "desire"
earnestly spiritual gifts."

To follow after indicates a never-ceasing action. Paul says "always pursue

love".
To desire earnestly stresses the intensity rather than the continuity of the

action.

Love is to be followed with persistence, but it is also right to desire gifts.
Of these gifts Paul gives first place to prophecy.

Paul then gives several comparisons between speaking in tongues and
prophecy.

Each of these point out the weakness and limitations of tongues as

practiced at Corinth.
In v. 2 Paul says tongues are inferior to prophecy because no one

understands what is being said. NAS – "For one who speaks in a tongue does

not speak to men but to God; for no one understands3…" This suggests that

this speaking is different from that at Pentecost where people understood in

their own language.
The man speaking is speaking to God and not to man.

in the spirit4 probably means the person's spirit, carried away in
excitement and emotion. Unless someone interprets no one understands.

Since this speaking in tongues is not knowable to men, it is vastly inferior to

prophecy.

3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
4The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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In v. 3 prophecy is understood by men. Prophecy serves the purpose of
edification, exhortation and comfort.

edification5: building as a process/construction. Paul uses it in the sense
of building up Christian character.

exhortation6: admonition, encouragement

comfort7: to persuade, to arouse, to stimulate, to calm, to console

Prophecy is an inspired utterance which is understood by all men; it serves

to build up Christian character, to encourage, to strengthen and to comfort
or console.

In vv 4-6 prophecy builds up the church. Prophecy understood by men
builds up the church.

Only the speaker is built up when one speaks in tongues. Paul does not

completely forbid speaking in tongues. In v. 5, "I would that ye all spake

with tongues8…"
"would"9 here is not a command but a concession in the form of a wish

which is unlikely to be fulfilled.
Paul uses this word in chapter 7 v. 7 where he says, "For I would that all

men were even as I myself."10 All men were not going to remain

unmarried, and here in v. 5 all of the Corinthians would not be speaking in
tongues. Possibly Paul fears that he has gone too far in rejecting tongues

and is here making it clear that he is not forbidding tongues but is insisting
on the superiority of prophecy.

5The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
6The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
7The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
8The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
9The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
10The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Since it was difficult to tell the difference between a valid speaking in
tongues and an invalid expression of personal exultation, Paul did not forbid

the practice. His "but rather that ye prophesied…"11 clearly shows his belief
in the superiority of prophecy.

All gifts were to be measured against the simple test, "Does it edify the
church?"

Paul clearly says in v. 5 that for tongues to edify they must be interpreted
so that all can understand.

In v.6 Paul seems to refer to a coming visit to Corinth. Again he makes

edification of the church the criteria of value for the use of gifts of the
Spirit.

what shall I profit you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or
by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine?12

In vv 7-12 speaking in tongues can lead to confusion. Paul continues to
hammer home the theme that prophecy is superior to speaking in tongues.

Paul chooses three examples to make his point.
In v. 7, the realm of music. Indistinct sounds can lead to confusion.

Even musical instruments must follow the order of the music scale or we

will not know what is being played.
The pipe13 was a flute. It represented the wind instruments.

The harp14 stands for the stringed instruments. The harp is beautiful to
listen to. The notes are very calming and soothing. But if these instruments

are not played according to the form and order of the music scale an aimless

jangle will result.

11The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
12The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
13The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
14The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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In v. 8 the realm of the soldier. The military had musical calls for various
duties—to start the day, to advance, to retreat. We speak today of reveille

(rev-e-le) which is the blowing of the horn to rouse the troops.
If the trumpet player does not sound the proper note, no one will know

what is being ordered. Confusion and disorder will be the result.

In vv 9-12 Paul applies this logic to the Corinthian church. "If you don't

speak words that are easy to understand it is in vain" "You speak into the
air"

vv 10-11…There are many languages, each with its own significance, which

is to communicate. To communicate we must know the meaning of the
voice. If one does not know the meaning he becomes a barbarian15. The

word was originally used of those who uttered harsh or guttural noises.

Later it was applied to all who did not speak Greek. Thus it came to mean
one whose language did not make sense. So Paul says the "ecstatic" speech

which caused the Corinthians so much pride turns out to actually prove that
they were barbarians. They surely would not have appreciated this zing

from Paul. They considered themselves to be sophisticated. Paul says if you

speak in tongues simply to edify yourself without regard for whether it
benefits the church you are like uncivilized barbarians. Paul drives this point

home in v. 12. The primary purpose of the Christian is to build up the
church, to strengthen its members.

If a person desires to promote the well-being of the church he will test his

gifts by that criterion.

In vv 13-25, speaking in tongues has little practical value. So Paul urges
actions that will be more beneficial to the church.

v. 13…The gift of interpretation is needed. Paul says let the person who
speaks in tongues pray for the gift of interpretation.

15The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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vv 14-15…Understanding is important.
While praying in tongues my understanding (or mind) is not involved.

Speaking or praying in tongues furnishes nothing for others.
In v 15 Paul says he will pray and sing with the Spirit and the

understanding. He will praise God in prayer and song with both mind and

spirit. Praying and singing in tongues may be an emotional release and make
one feel inspired, but it adds nothing to an understanding of the gospel.

vv 16-17…Tongues do not help the congregation. In the assembly there
will be the "unlearned"16. The word indicates inquirers who have not yet

come to Christ or Christians who have as yet received no gifts.

Neither of these groups would be able to understand the words being
spoken and could not confirm or say amen to them. The person speaking is

edified, but the hearer is not.

vv 18-20…plain words better than numberless noises. Paul identifies

himself with those who speak in tongues…I thank my God, I speak with

tongues more than ye all17
Paul may have had the ability to speak in many different languages. His

training and background would have made him a master of languages. He

may mean that here. Or he may be speaking of an ecstatic prayer language

which he used between himself and God in private.
But he quickly says,

"In the church I would rather speak five words that are understood than

ten thousand words that are unknown."
Then he says the Corinthians are being childish in the use of their gifts.

One commentator says,
"It is indeed the characteristic of the child to prefer the amusing to the

useful, the brilliant to the solid. And this is what the Corinthians did by their

marked taste for speaking in tongues."
But in malice they were to be childlike. Moffatt renders v 20,

"Brothers…in evil be mere infants, but be mature in your intelligence"

16The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
17The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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In v 21 Paul adapts a warning from Isaiah 28. It isn't an exact quote from
the Septuagint or the Hebrew text. It may be a quote from a Greek text

which no longer exists.
The point he is making is that the people of Isaiah's time didn't listen to

the voice of the prophets in their own language. Then when the invaders

spoke a different language they didn't listen to them. So Paul was saying
that speaking with tongues will convince no one.

The Corinthians were proud of the great work they were doing by speaking
in tongues. Paul explains in v 23 that not only is it ineffective when not

translated, but it will actually cause unbelievers to say, "You guys are crazy".

Paul knew that the task of the church was to attract unbelievers and to

win them to Christ. He was alarmed that instead of this happening, speaking

in tongues would arouse only derision and scorn from unbelievers.

vv 24-25 show us that the results of prophecy are different. Prophecy and
the clear message of the gospel will bring men/women to conviction and

salvation through Jesus Christ. The word "convicted18" in v 24 means

convicted or reproved of his sins. The same word is used in John 16:8 where
we read of the Holy Spirit's work in "convicting" the world of sin and of

righteousness and judgement.
The word judged19 implies inquiry or heart-searching utterances which

reveal the unbeliever's condition to himself.

Even long-hidden things are paraded before his conscience as the secrets of

his heart are made manifest20 (v 25).

Prophecy will produce the result of redemption as the sinner falls down on
his face and worships God.

In vv 26-40 Paul lists some restrictions.

18The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
19The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
201901 American Standard Version, (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.) 1994.
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Paul does not challenge or forbid speaking in tongues but he places
restrictions upon its use. In v 26 Paul says everything should edify the body

and should lead to building each other up.
He shows a fascinating glimpse of a first-century worship service.

"psalm"21 would have been a song.

"doctrine"22 was Christian teaching.
"tongue"23 – a revelation not in the commonly understood language

"revelation"24 / "interpretation"25 related to making clear the message of
the utterance in tongues.

In vv 27-28 are listed the rules to keep the tongues speaking in order.

• First, only two or three are permitted to speak. This would eliminate

the confusion of having most of the service devoted to tongues

speaking.
• Second, they must speak in turn. Again, this would prevent the

confusion which would result from several speaking at once.
• Paul's third rule…There must be an interpreter to tell the sense of the

tongue in plain language.

In vv 29-33a the giving of prophecy is subjected to the two or three rule.

No more than two or three may prophesy.
v 29…and let the other judge26

"judge"27 means to discern, to discriminate, to measure the teaching

against known truth. The Bereans were commended for testing Paul's
message against the Scripture.

211901 American Standard Version, (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.) 1994.
22The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
23The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
24The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
25The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
26The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
27The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


10

We as ministers must be careful that what we say can be supported by
Scripture. We as listeners have the important responsibility to be sure the

message adheres to scriptural doctrine and principle.

We need to be sure we allow the Word of God to judge us. Sometimes we

are so quick to point out error that we miss the message.
After Dr. Joseph Parker had preached he was approached by a man who

pointed out an error in the sermon. Dr. Parker listened patiently and then
asked, "And what else did you get from the message?" The man disappeard

into the crowd. he had caught the error but missed the message.

vv 34-35 have caused much controversy among people who teach female

leadership in the church.

In context it appears that Paul is warning against the woman participating
in the tongues speaking and in asking controversial questions during the

service.
Women were seated in different sections and were not normally expected

to take part in the speaking/teaching parts of the worship. Confusion would

result if women loudly called out or questioned something their husbands
said during the service, maybe argued with him in a way that disrupted the

service.
We don't have time for it now, but the NT teaches that the female role is

not pastoral leadership and authority over the man—not as a statement of

their value as persons, but as a function of order and headship.

In v 37 Paul says to the Corinthians, who had professed to be super-
spiritual and were proud of their gifts,

If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge
that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.28

Even more pointed is his statement in v 38 (NAS) But if anyone does not

recognize this, he is not recognized.29

28The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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In v 40 Paul gives a final principal.

Let all things be done decently and in order. 30
"decently"31 means properly and in good order.

"order"32 is similar…"in an orderly manner"

Worship is essential to the building up of the body of Christ.

Adam Clark writes, "Where decency and order are not observed in

every part of the worship of God, no spiritual worship can be

performed."

End of quotation

Paul knew that the Holy Spirit would work in a way that produced

harmony, peace, order and edification.

A few practical points:

• My gifts should always edify the church.

• All of us are equal before God.
• We should seek to use our gifts for God's glory.

• Doctrinal teaching is important in the church.

• Ministry should be aimed at edification, not entertainment.
• It is better to be a blessing to the church than to experience some kind

of "spiritual excitement".
• It is possible for Satan to counterfeit a prophetic message—discernment

is in order.

• The message and the messenger are always accountable to the Word.

29The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
30The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
31The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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• Each of us receives the Holy Spirit when we receive Christ.
• Everything we do should be done with "agape" love and in the unity of

Christ.
• It's never about us. It's about Him.

A commentator writes:

There is a desperate need in our churches for renewal. We can
change worship styles or add programs to help our churches

grow, but what we absolutely need is greater biblical literacy.

Only a recommitment to God's Word as divine revelation can
avert a coming disaster. Submission to the Word's authority in

terms of obedience is vital. Churches are in danger of losing

their heritage, identity, and roots. We have whole generations
that know little of the Bible, and what little they know is often

misinterpreted. A fresh discovery of the Word of God can mend
broken relationships with God as well as with others. It is

possible to become (again) "a people of the Book"!

Today the Christian world is gripped in controversy about tongues

speaking. Some say it ceased with the apostolic church and is not for today.
Others embrace it and make it a major part of their worship experience.

One thing is clear from today's text—The proclamation of the message of

salvation will bring men/women to conviction of their sin and their need of a
savior. Paul says loud and clear in this chapter, "I prefer prophecy".

Prophecy is superior to tongues.

Mummerts 4/08

32The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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