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1 Cor. Chapter 9………………………...……………opening – vv 1-18

Chapters 8,9 and 10 of 1st Corinthians deal with the general subject of the

eating of meats which have been sacrificed to idols. This problem was very
real to the Christians at Corinth.

Sacrifice to the gods was an integral part of ancient life. There were public
and private sacrifices.

In both kinds of sacrificial services only a small portion of the sacrificed

animal was used. Most of the meat was returned to the person who offered
the sacrifice or was sold in the meat markets. So one never knew if the meat

he was eating had been sacrificed to the gods.
There was also a strong and pervasive belief in demons and devils.

The air was believed to be full of them. They were constantly trying to

gain access to the body. One of the ways demons and devils could enter into
a person was through the food he/she ate. So to prevent the spirits’

attaching themselves to the meat it was dedicated to some god whose
presence would place a barrier on the spirits entering into one’s body.

We understand that a false god is powerless to harm us, but the first-

century believers struggled with doubts about the meat that had been
sacrificed to a false god.

Paul’s advice falls into different sections:

1. In chapter 8 he says that we should not act in a way which will hurt or
confuse a brother who is not as enlightened or strong as we are.

2. In chapter 9 he points out that there are many things he is free to do

from which he abstains for the sake of the church.
He is fully aware of Christian freedom but balances it with Christian

responsibility.
3. In chapter 10 he deals with various aspects of Christian liberty and

responsibility.
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In vv. 29-33 Paul says the Christian’s conduct must be so far above
reproach that it will give no possible offense to Jew of non-Jew. He says it is

better to sacrifice his own rights than to allow those rights to become an
offense.

With that background let’s look at chapter 9.

William Barclay entitles vv. 1-14 “The Unclaimed Privileges”.
At first glance chapter 9 seems unrelated to chapter 8 but in fact it is

related.

The point of the beginning portion of the chapter is: The Corinthians
considered themselves mature Christians—They claimed a privileged position

which gave them the privilege of eating meats which had been offered to

idols. In short, they felt they were in a special position which allowed them
to do things not permitted to lesser men.

They thought they had special privileges because of their Christian
maturity and wisdom, even if this would cause others to stumble.

Not a very good position to find oneself in. Often when we think we are

mature and bulletproof to Satan’s attacks, that’s when he can bring us down.
Humility and a sense of dependence on God the Holy Spirit are much safer

attitudes for the Christian to have.
Often when like the Corinthians we think we have arrived spiritually we

open ourselves up to Satan’s attacks.

Paul answers the Corinthian’s argument in an interesting way.

As an apostle, Paul could claim certain rights and privileges.
Paul tells the Corinthians who were claiming their rights that he gladly

gave up some of his rights for the sake of love and the good of Christ’s

kingdom.
He would rather give up his privilege than to become a stumbling block to

others or hinder the effectiveness of the gospel.

Paul first claims to be an apostle.
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An apostle was a special messenger of Jesus Christ. The word was used to
designate the twelve disciples of the Lord.

Others, like Paul who had seen the Lord, were designated as apostles.
The word is used in the general sense of messenger.

Paul says in v. 1, “Am I not free? You guys say you are free, but I am
more.

“Am I not an apostle?”
He bases his claim on two facts.

1. Have I not seen the Lord?

Acts 1:22, 2:32, 3:15 and 4:33 make it clear that the supreme test of an

apostle is that one has been a witness of the resurrection. Faith in the NT is
trust in a person.

In 2Tim 1:12 Paul says, “…I know whom I have believed…”1.
Jesus said to his disciples, “Follow Me…”2

All Christianity begins with this personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

Paul had seen the Lord on the Damascus Road. He had a deep, abiding,
unshakable faith in Him.

2. Paul says a second proof of his apostleship is the faith of the Christians

at Corinth.

He says, “Are you not my work in the Lord?”3
In v. 2 he says the Corinthians are the seal of his apostleship.

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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In antiquity the seal was very important. The seal was the guarantee of
genuineness. Seals were used on the cargo of ships. On a will seven seals

were the proof of the genuineness of the document.
The fact of the Corinthian church was the guarantee of Paul’s apostleship.

In v. 3 Paul says, “My answer to those who question me is:
v.4 – “It is my right as an apostle to be supported by the church.”

v. 5 seems to imply that Paul believed it was part of his right to include a
wife in that support. Commentators have expended copious amounts of ink

over the matter of Paul’s marital status.

There are several possibilities—

The most natural is that Paul never married and was a lifelong bachelor.
It is possible that Paul was married and that his wife died before we meet

him in the NT.
An intriguing possibility is that Paul was married to a Jewish woman who

disowned him when he was converted to Christianity. There are some who

think that as a leading Pharisee Paul would have been required to have a
wife.

Surely it is not a big stretch to think of a wife leaving a man who made
such a radical change in lifestyle and religion as Paul did—

We just don’t know, but Paul says not only would it be my right to have

my support from the church, but the right would extend to my wife.
There is an intriguing reference in v. 5 to “the brethren of the Lord”4

Mark 6:3 lists four brothers and several sisters of Jesus. These are either
children of Joseph and Mary born after Jesus or children of Joseph from a

previous marriage.

Paul lists them and Peter as having wives.

In v. 6 he asks, “Is it only Barnabas and I who have to work for a living?”

4The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


5

Then in v. 7 he lists three examples to show his right to support.

• Soldier – supported by his country/commander. No soldier has to

support himself.

• Vineyard owner – eats from the vineyard.
• Shepherd/farmer – eats meat/milk from flock.

vv. 8-10 quote the law. Ox not muzzled when he treads out the

grain/threshing sled or by foot. Is God writing this for oxen? Oxen don’t

read. This is to show us the principle that the laborer is worthy of his hire.
v. 11 – the principle of laboring among them in a spiritual way and

receiving physical/financial support for that labor.

v. 12 – Other apostles/ministers get support from you; don’t we who
labored more intensely among you?

But we did not exercise the right because we did not wish to hinder the
gospel.

How would Paul’s taking support hinder the gospel?

1. Just the simple fact that some may be turned away from Christ because
Paul received what they perceived as elaborate support as a minister.

Two men at Ramada who knew a well-known evangelist, said he lived in

extravagance and great wealth.
There is a possibility for people to get turned off to the gospel if they

think the ministers or people in the ministry are taking lavish sums for
themselves or are engaging in extravagant lifestyles.

Paul was not willing to risk that/so he took no support from the

Corinthians.

2. Paul was concerned lest this policy of his of not accepting support

would be used by the Corinthians as an excuse for them to withhold support
from those who were ministering to them and needed their support.
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This could cause them to stop ministering the gospel, thus hindering it.

In v. 13 Paul cites the example of the priests who received their support
from the offerings of the people.

There were five main offerings:

1. The burnt offering: The only offering that consumed the meat of the
entire animal—The priests got no meat, but they received the hides and did a

flourishing trade with them.

2. The sin offering: Only the fat was burned; the priests received all the
flesh.

3. The trespass offering: Again, only the fat was burned; the priests

received all the meat.
4. The meat offering: Flour, wine, oil – only a token was burned; the

priests received the larger part.
5. The peace offering: The fat and the entrails were burned on the altar;

the priest received the breast and the right shoulder; the rest was given back

to the worshipper.

The priests received tithes of many grains and fruits. There was even an
offering of kneaded dough.

A private individual who baked with dough had to give the priests 1/24 of

what he baked.
A public baker gave 1/48 of his product.

Paul probably mentioned this because of the reputation of the priests.
The average Jewish family had meat no more than once a week—some less

than that. The priests suffered from an occupational disease caused by

eating too much meat. Their privileges, their luxury and the way they took
advantage of the people were notorious. Paul knew this; he knew they used

religion to grow fat. Remember the two sons of Eli who abused the people

and sinned in the priest’s office?
Paul was determined that he would go to the extreme and take nothing.
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Paul’s second reason for refusing support was his sheer independence. He

may have carried it too far as it seems the Corithians were hurt by it. Paul
was one of those independent souls who would starve rather than be

beholden to anyone.

There is a lesson here for us. We can deny people the blessing of giving
when we refuse assistance because we are too independent or proud to

receive from them.
No one should go around looking for something he doesn’t truly need.

But we must learn how to graciously receive as well as graciously give.

William Barclay says,

In the last analysis one thing dominated his conduct. He
would do nothing that would bring discredit on the gospel or

hinder it. Men judge a message by the life and character of the
man who brings it; and Paul was determined that his hands

would be clean. He would allow nothing in his life to contradict

the message of his lips. Someone once said to a preacher, “I
cannot hear what you say for listening to what you are.” No one

could ever say that to Paul.

“End of quote”

That is true for each of us—minister and laity alike. I am so humbled by
how my people at the truck stops trust and respect me. I need to diligently

guard that trust by living in such a way that they see Christ in me.

Part of Paul’s living in this way was his refusal to claim the privilege of
support lest he hinder the gospel.

In vv. 15-23 The Privilege and the Task
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William Barclay list four points as a kind of outline of Paul’s conception of
his ministry:

1. He regarded ministry as a privilege:

Paul was so in love with Christ and the ministry He called him to that he
refused to take money for it.

Barclay tells of an American professor who in his retirement speech
thanked the university for paying him for work which he would gladly have

paid to do.

Only one who has been truly called by God into service for him can
understand a statement like that.

All of us have legitimate obligations for which we need money. Most of us

cannot work for nothing. But we should never regard ministry or service as
primarily a source of money.

A person who sees the privilege of ministry sees himself as one whose
primary duty is not to help himself, but whose privilege is to serve others for

God’s sake.

It is such a privilege to serve when you are where God has called you. I’d
gladly pay for the privilege of serving in the ministries God has graciously

called me to.

2. He regarded ministry as a duty:

Paul believed that if he had chosen to be a minister of the gospel he could

have demanded payment for his work.
But he had not chosen it. It had chosen him. On that day on the

Damascus Road he had been commissioned to be a preacher to the Gentiles.

He could no more stop ministering than breathing.
Jeremiah knew this feeling. He got burned out and he would not speak for

God anymore. He says, “But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire
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shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not
stay.”5

When was the last time you or I felt that way about ministry or about
telling others about Christ?

3. Paul received daily great reward.

Even though he took no payment the satisfaction of working for Christ
and ministry was a source of constant joy to Paul.

He had the satisfaction of bringing the good news of the gospel freely to
all who would receive it.

The real reward of any task is not the money, but the satisfaction of a job

well done. The joy of seeing someone or something better because of our
efforts.

That is why the best job in life is not the one with the biggest pay but the

one in which you will find the greatest satisfaction and do the most good.
James Herriot was a Scottish vet in the 30s. His work was often long, hard

and filled with toil. But he writes about the satisfaction of helping to set
animals right…to save people’s cherished companions from death and

separation. The work was extremely satisfying and rewarding.

Of course working in the spiritual realm daily with people’s eternal souls is
even more rewarding.

Paul had the satisfaction of helping men and women find Christ.
All of us have the privilege of working for Christ no matter what our job

is. All of us should see our jobs as serving Christ.

William Barclay says,

To have mended one shattered life, to have restored one

wanderer to the right way, to have healed one broken heart, to

have brought one soul to Christ is not a thing whose reward can

5The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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be measured in financial terms, but its joy is beyond all
measurements.

4. In vv. 18-23 Paul talks about the method of his ministry.

Paul says he has become all things to all men. Paul doesn’t mean he
changes his message in order to preach what people want to hear. He is

talking about his ability to come alongside all kinds of people and meet them
where they are.

The man who will never listen to anything but his own point of view, who

will never make any attempt to understand the mind and heart of others,
will never make a pastor or an evangelist or even a friend.

It is so easy to talk, to tell our message to others. Often times they aren’t

interested in our message until we take the time to listen to what interests
them and then allow the Holy Spirit to move us from what interests them to

the glorious message of the good news.

William Barclay says,

We can never attain to any kind of evangelism or friendship

without speaking the same language and thinking the same
thoughts as the other man….So long as we patronize people and

make no effort to understand them, we can never get anywhere

with them. Paul, the master missionary, who won more men for
Christ than any other man, saw how essential it was to become

all things to all men. One of our greatest necessities is to learn
the art of getting alongside people; the trouble so often is that

we do not even try.

“End of quotation”

vv. 24-27 – A Real Fight
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Here Paul tells the Corinthians, “You want to take the easy way. You want
to eat the meat even though you know eating it may cause someone to

stumble. Let me tell you that you will never get anywhere in the Christian
life without the sternest self-discipline.”

Paul was always fascinated by the picture of the athlete.

An athlete must train intensely if he is to win the contest. The Isthmian
games were held at Corinth. The Corinthians were very familiar with them.

The athlete trained with rigorous self-discipline to win a crown of leaves
with faded in a few days. How much more should the Christian discipline

himself to win the crown of eternal life. In this passage Paul gives us a brief

philosophy of life.

He says:

1. Life is a battle.

We need to remember that our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but

against principalities and powers and the rulers of darkness.

It is so easy for us to forget that we have been enlisted in the King’s army.
We face a powerful foe. His guard is never down. Flabby soldiers cannot win

battles. A slack trainer does not win races.
We must always regard ourselves as men engaged upon a campaign—as

men pressing toward the goal.

The Message talks about the fight in Ephesians chapter 6:

And that about wraps it up. God is strong, and he wantsyou strong. (11) So
take everything the Master has set out for you, well-made weapons of the best
materials. And put them touse so you will beableto stand up to everything
the Devil throws your way. (12) This is no afternoon athletic contest that
we'll walk away from and forget about in a couple ofhours. This is for keeps, a
life-or-death fight to the finish against the Devil and all hisangels. (13) Be
prepared. You'reupagainst far more than you can handle on your own. Take
all the help you can get, every weapon God has issued, so that when it's all
over but the shouting you'll still be on your feet. (14) Truth, righteousness,
(15) peace, (16) faith, (17) and salvation are more than words. Learn how to
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apply them. You'll need them throughout your life. God's Word is an
indispensable weapon. (18) In the sameway, prayer is essential in this
ongoing warfare. Pray hardand long. Pray for your brothersand sisters. Keep
your eyes open. Keep each other's spirits up so that no one falls behind or
drops out.

2. Paul says to win the fight and the race demands rigid discipline.

If a man is to do his best in anything he must bring to it a body as fit as

he can make it. The mind also needs to be disciplined. We can never solve
problems by refusing to think of them or by running from them. We must

discipline our souls and our bodies.

3. Paul says we need to keep our eye on the goal.

We need to know where we are going. So many in life are aimlessly
wandering, going nowhere. We need to allow the work of Christ and His

Spirit’s guidance to be the focal point of our life. Just as the athlete is
motivated by the goal we need to focus on serving Christ.

4. We need to know the worth of our goal.

We need to constantly focus on the end of our goal. We strive for eternal
reward. Jesus rarely appealed to people based on penalty or punishment.

Jesus said, “Look what you are missing if you do not take My way.” The goal

is eternal life and surely it is worth anything to win.

5. Paul says we cannot save others unless we master ourselves.

We cannot teach what we do not know. We cannot bring others to Christ

until we have found Him ourselves. In v. 27 Paul says he brings his body into
subjection lest having preached to others he himself should fall away.

You and I must with God’s help master our bodies. The many shipwrecks
of high visibility Bible teachers give us a vivid picture of the result of not

mastering our own bodies. Christ’s cause is damaged in a critical way when
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we fail because we have not mastered our bodies and have allowed them to
reflect badly on the cause of Christ.

To sum up:

• Our Christian liberty should not be practiced at another brother’s
expense.

• It may be ok to do something but not wise to do it.
• We should never feel we are immune to Satan’s attacks.

• It is not wrong for a minister of the gospel to receive support from

those to whom he ministers.
• Service for Christ is a duty and a privilege.

• We are engaged in a great fight against a tough adversary; we need to

be in shape physically and spiritually.

Few thoughts on free ministry:

• It shares the load.

• It offers variety.
• It gives accountability.

• It provides counsel and wisdom.
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