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1 Cor 3, verses 1-9...…………..………….……….opening - vv. 1-9

I. The Carnal Christian

1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual
men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ.
2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not
yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,
3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and
strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not
walking like mere men?
4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of
Apollos,” are you not mere men?
5 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through
whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to
each one.
6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the
growth.
7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who
waters is anything, but God who causes the growth.
8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each
will receive his own reward according to his own labor.
9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s

building.1

Paul has finished chapter 2 with a comparison of the natural man and the

spiritual man. He does this in broad, general terms. Now he becomes direct
and specific.

Paul knew that if Christianity is to be significant in one’s life the truth

must be faced and driven home. The basic issues of the faith, the effects
they will have in one’s life, must be faced. The changes they call for must be

made.

The issue according to Paul is, are the Corinthians to remain as
carnal/baby Christians or will they become spiritually-mature Christians?

Paul says he could not speak to them as Spirit-filled believers.

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


2

All believers receive the Holy Spirit when they receive salvation through
faith and belief in Jesus Christ.

Paul says in Ephesians 1:13, “In Him, you also, after listening to the

message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you
were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise2…”

Spiritual life is possible only in and through the Holy Spirit. But not all

Christians are Spirit-filled and Spirit-directed.

Even though Paul calls the Corinthians carnal he reminds them that they
should be God’s temple. The word carnal3 In v. 1 means literally “made of

flesh”—“people still fleshly in their way of thinking and acting”
One scholar has interpreted carnal4 as “what a man cannot help being”.

This describes all natural mankind and the presence of original sin does

not involve personal guilt. It is only after a person is enlightened by the
Holy Spirit that one bears guilt for the continued presence of the state of

one’s sin in one’s life. We often speak of the “age of accountability”—the

time when a person is convicted of his sin by God’s Holy Spirit. Until that
happens one is not responsible for unconvicted sin in one’s life. The trouble

with the Corinthians was not that they were made of flesh. The trouble was
that they had not shaken off the control of their fleshly appetites and moved

on to maturity in Christ.

They were quite literally controlled and dominated by the desires and
appetites of the flesh. They had not moved from being baby Christians to

being mature Christians who were controlled by God’s Spirit.
There is something tragic about a baby who remains a baby. We get

awfully concerned and consult the best medical people when our babies do

not gain weight and grow.
The transition from baby to child to teen to adult is exciting to watch, but

tragic when something happens that arrests the child’s physical development.

2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
3The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
4The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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We recognize this in our children but sadly we often overlook it in our
spiritual lives.

In the church there are many different stages of spiritual maturity. There
are those who have been Christians for only a short time who are growing in

their Christian walk.

They are moving toward a deeper walk with Christ.
Sadly, there are those who have been Christians for many years who are

still baby Christians. Paul expected the Corinthians to grow spiritually. He
says, “I have fed you milk and you still need milk. You should be eating

strong spiritual meat, but you are still babies. You are not able to handle

the meat. Paul is not suggesting that there are two sets of doctrine, one for
the strong and one for the weak. Milk is a symbol of the simple declaration

of the gospel to sinners—it is missionary or evangelistic preaching.

Meat is symbolic of the preaching that shows the possibilities of grace, lays
out the obligations and duties of the Christian life.

Meat presents the grand scope of personal redemption and the worldwide
ministry of the Holy Spirit.

The Christian who simply comes to church, does good deeds, gives in the

offering and lives a good life is a baby Christian.
Paul tells the Corinthians he has been acting like a nursemaid to them.

He says he is not willing to continue being a nursemaid but wants to help
them move past their spiritual infancy.

Paul is the master of tact and before he admonishes them he calls them

brethren in v. 1. We can learn from him. It is always easier to admonish a
person if you have regularly looked for and complimented good things in

their lives.
It is so important that you and I be Christlike in our relationships with our

brothers and sisters. It feels so smug to be critical, sarcastic and unkind, but

it is never Christlike.
Paul uses the word carnal5 To describe the Corinthian Christians.

5The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


4

The word means “to be under the control of the fleshly nature instead of
being controlled by God’s Spirit”.

…”to be under the dominion of sinful flesh”
This carnality is a continual threat to the spiritual growth of the Christian.

The Christian life is not static.

One either develops into a mature Christian through the elimination of
carnal tendencies or he/she settles down to a state of deliberate babyhood.

The Corinthians were not merely weak because of recently having come to
Christ. They were engaging in a carnal state of activity which attacked the

new life in Christ. All their problems grew out of this.

Paul lists some of the problems the Corinthians were having. One was
division.

Paul talks about envy—this word is usually translated as jealousy—it is a

spirit which causes a person to tear down another person in order to exalt
him/herself. Jealousy refuses to recognize the talents and gifts of others, yet

boasts of these same things when he/she possesses them.
Paul lists next “strife”6. This is a powerful word. The word picture is of a

person when hate takes hold upon him.

Jealousy and strife point to unhealthy and unchristian rivalries.

Barclay writes:

If he is at variance with his fellow men, if he is a quarrelsome,

argumentative, trouble-making creature, he may be a diligent church
attender, he may even be a church office-bearer, but he is not a man of

God.
The Corinthians were living as a people who had never experienced

the grace of God.

6The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Chapter 3 breaks into at least four divisions. Today we would like to
examine vv. 1-9, specifically the issue of baby Christians and mature

Christians.
The message isn’t new or clever. It’s not our usual verse-by-verse study of

the chapter but a look at the issue of baby Christians.

There are many marks of the mature/growing Christian.

Allow me to suggest four:

1. The growing Christians spends regular times with God’s Word and

prayer.
2. The growing Christian looks for spiritual principles in God’s Word and

incorporates them into his/her life.

3. The growing Christian is humble and teachable
4. The growing Christian is loving and Christlike in his/her treatment of

others.

Now let’s look at each of these marks of spiritual maturity.

1st, Spending Regular Time with God’s Word and Prayer

This is so simple; we all know it, but do we do it?

Today’s world is incredible. We can instant message to anywhere on the

globe. We can store more info on a 2”x1/8” zip drive than a room-sized
computer could store 50 years ago.

Instant coffee takes about ten seconds and have you noticed that fast food
isn’t fast anymore? Sometimes I buy a homeless/stranded person lunch at

McDonalds. I am amazed at how long it takes. The world wants everything

now or before!

In the game of Monopoly one can land on several good properties early in

the game and quickly build to a winning game.
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There is simply no shortcut to Christian maturity. The reason some of us
are immature and baby Christians when we should be mature is because we

are neglecting God’s Word and prayer.
When we do this it is easy for Satan to trip us up with things like jealousy

and strife such as he used with the Corinthians. Regular times with God’s

Word and prayer will build spiritual muscle. It will help us to grow from
baby Christians to mature Christians.

We can’t buy a computer disk to insert and cause us to be mature.
Christian maturity is a natural outgrowth of spending time with God.

Some of us have trouble practicing the discipline of spending time with

God.
It is not rocket science. It doesn’t take a genius.

It involves reading, meditating on and studying God’s Word. It involves

talking to God like you would talk to your dad. Don’t be ashamed to seek
help if you don’t understand a passage.

Don’t give up if you don’t seem to be making progress in your prayer life.
Prayer books or devotional works may be helpful to you. You may find the

use of a hymnal helpful.

The important thing is for you to persist and keep seeking communion
with God.

As you regularly seek God in worship, Bible reading and prayer you will be
transformed into Christlikeness through the washing of the Word.

Satan knows how vital communion with God is in the Christian’s life. He

will do almost anything to distract us from that time with God.
We all know how important this is. We need to covenant with God to be

faithful to our time with Him.
It is easy to believe it—We need to do it. I once heard an evangelist say,

“God’s tired of people admitting; He wants people quitting.” An insidious

fact about quiet time with God is that the more we neglect it the harder it is
to do it.

The opposite is true—the more faithfully we perform the discipline of

communion with our God, the richer and easier it will become. Never allow
Satan to tempt you to feel superior because of your devotional time.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


7

Humility will be a natural outgrowth of communion with God. Someone has
said, God’s Word will keep you from sin or sin will keep you from God’s Word.

This leads to the second mark of spiritual maturity…

2. As you look into God’s Word, you will see doctrines and principles
which you then can incorporate into your life.

One of the marks of a Christian’s life who is practicing regular times with

God will be Christlikeness in his/her life.

In II Corinthians chapter 3 Paul tallks about the veil that lies over the
hearts of the Hebrew people. In v. 18 he makes a remarkable statement:

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.7

Eugene Peterson translates the end of that verse, “…our liv es gradually

becoming brighter and more beautiful a sGod enters our liv es and we become like him.”

I think that captures the essence of Paul’s meaning that as we look into His

Word Christ enters our lives and we become like Him.
I’d like to suggest that the way that happens is when we read the Word,

see a principle and apply it to our lives. As we do that regularly we will

become more Christlike—
There are many passages which list specific principles for us to emulate.

There are several passages I have found helpful as self-examination

passages. These are passages we can take life principles from.

Romans chapter 12, vv. 1-21:

7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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1Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual service of worship.
2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of
God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
3For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you
not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to
think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a
measure of faith.
4For just as we have many members in one body and all the
members do not have the same function,
5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another.
6Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to
us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy,
according to the proportion of his faith;
7if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching;
8or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with
liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with
cheerfulness.
9Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is
good.
10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give
preference to one another in honor;
11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving
the Lord;
12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to
prayer,
13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing
hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who
weep.
16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be
haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in
your own estimation.
17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is
right in the sight of all men.
18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with
all men.
19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for
the wrath of God, for it is written, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL
REPAY,” says the Lord.
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20 “BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY,
GIVEHIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ONHIS
HEAD.”
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.8

Philippians chapter 2, vv. 2-8:

2make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining
the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.
3Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility
of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;
4do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also
for the interests of others.
5Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
6who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God a thing to be grasped,
7but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and
being made in the likeness of men.
8Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.9

Colossians chapter 3, vv. 1-17:

1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep
seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God.
2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that
are on earth.
3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in
God.
4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will
be revealed with Him in glory.
5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as
dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed,
which amounts to idolatry.
6 For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will
come upon the sons of disobedience,

8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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7 and in them you also once walked, when you were living in
them.
8 But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath,
malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.
9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self
with its evil practices,
10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a
true knowledge according to the image of the One who
created him—
11 a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek
and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.
12So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and
beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience;
13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other,
whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord
forgave you, so also should you.
14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect
bond of unity.
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in one body; and be thankful.
16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all
wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in
your hearts to God.
17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the

Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the
Father.10

2 Peter 1, vv. 5-7:

5Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith
supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,
6and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control,
perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness,
7and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly
kindness, love.11

10The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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Galatians 5:19-23:

19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are:
immorality, impurity, sensuality,
20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of
anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,
21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of
which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those
who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no

law.12

Some principles for us:

Nonconformity to the world’s system

Brotherly love
Devotion to prayer

Giving
Rejoicing

Unity

Peace
Christlike attitude

Servanthood
Humility

Purity of mind/body

Truthfulness
Kindness, gentleness

Forgiveness
Thankfulness

Self-control

11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
12The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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Faithfulness
Godliness

Look quickly now with me at the last two marks of a growing Christian…

3. The growing Christian is humble and teachable.

Humility is very elusive. When you think you have it, you’ve lost it.
The application of God’s Word and prayer will cause us to become more

Christlike. The more Christlike we become, the more humble we will become.

The more we realize that without Christ we are helpless, the more
teachable we will be.

The person who knows it all is not teachable.

F.B. Meyer said, “The only hope of a decreasing self is an increasing
Christ.”

One of the old saints said,

So long then, as I am not united to God, I am divided within
myself and at perpetual strife within myself. Now this union

with God can only be secured by love. And the subjection to Him
can only be grounded in humility. And the humility can only be

the result of knowing and believing the truth, that is to say,

having the right notions of God and of myself.

Phil. 2:5-8:

5Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
6who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God a thing to be grasped,
7but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and
being made in the likeness of men.
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8Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.13

We need to strive for that Christlike humility in our lives.

4. The growing Christian is loving and Christlike in his/her treatment of
others.

When we take our choices and precepts from God’s Word we will be loving

and kind in our relationships with each other.

Christ says in John 15, “This is My commandment, that you love one
another, just as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that
one lay down his life for his friends.14”

Paul tells the Philippians “…make my joy complete by being of the same

mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.”15
Paul tells the Ephesians, “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved

children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up
for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.”16

You’d get the notion that Christ and Paul expected you and I to be loving

and kind to each other.

Listen to the following self-examination lines and see how well you are
doing at being loving and kind.

Love is patient.

Love is kind.

Love does not brag.
Love is not arrogant.

13The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
14The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
15The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
16The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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Love does not seek its own way.
Love is not provoked.

Love does not keep a list of wrongs.
Love does not rejoice in unrighteousness.

Love rejoices in the truth.

Love bears all things.
Love believes all things.

Love hopes all things.
Love endures all things.

Love never fails.

Does your love measure up to this? A few self-examination questions:

• Are there any brothers/sisters who I do not wish to sit beside?
• Are there any persons I avoid?

• Are there any jobs at church I am too good to do?
• Am I willing to be a servant?

• Am I willing to listen to someone I don’t agree with?

• Am I holding grudges against anyone?
• Is there anything I have not forgiven?

• Am I willing to tell others about salvation when God gives me the
opportunity?

• Am I a baby Christian or a maturing one?

On the 14th day of May, 1948, in a simple stone building on Rothschild

Boulevard in the hear of Tel Aviv, a white-haired Jewish leader named David
Ben-Gurion rose and sharply rapped the walnut gavel on the table before

him. Holding a scroll he spoke the words which brought into being the

modern state of Israel.
The odds were overwhelming. Five Arab armies outnumbered the Jews

approximately 50:1. The British had done all they could to keep the Jews

from obtaining the means to defend themselves. Over the course of the next
weeks and months incredible miracles occurred.
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Golda Meir came to America to raise funds for the new state. She arrived
with $10.00 in her pocket. A month later she had raised 50 million dollars.

Over and over again small groups of Israelis triumphed against
overwhelming superior enemy forces.

The nation of Israel was a baby in 1948. Today, because of discipline,

sacrifice and God’s help, it stands as the nation in the region that is most
democratic in its form of government and most able to defend itself.

God’s hand was surely in this, but it would never have occurred if the
nation would have remained a baby nation. The challenge for us today is

that we don’t stay baby Christians drinking only milk. Our challenge is to

grow up into mature, disciplined, strong Christians for Christ.

Will we accept the challenge?
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