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2 Peter chapter 1

Peter is a fascinating, practical N.T. character and writer. His writings are

full of practical lessons we can use in our Christian lives.
Today I’d like to share a few insights I’ve gleaned from 2 Peter chapter 1

vv.1-11. Many of the ideas are from my good friend William Barkley who has a
keen insightful way of lifting truth from the pages of Scripture.

Before we start, let’s pray.

v.1-“Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ to them that have
obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our

Savior Jesus Christ.”

Notice 5 words Peter uses:

“Like Precious Faith.” “With Us”
In the original Peter calls himself Symeon—There is a beautiful picture here

for us which we miss in the translation—Peter is writing to gentiles. They once
were strangers to God—But they have been brought to God, given a faith of the

same kind as the Jewish believers.
Peter uses a very vivid word to describe this. Greek word istimos means

“equal,” “honor.” It is a word the Greeks used to describe a foreigner who is
granted equal citizenship with native-born people.

So Peter addresses his letter to despised gentiles who have been given equal
rights to faith and salvation.

Note 2 things about this great privilege:

I. Obtained- (Allotted) Given freely without desert. They did not deserve it.
Did not earn it. It came by grace freely from a loving God just the way we
receive salvation and blessings today.

II. It came through the righteousness of God our Savior Jesus Christ (KJV-
“God & our Savior”; NAS- “our God & Savior Jesus Christ”). Showing Jesus’ deity
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more clearly there is no special class, no most-favored nation or person, but we
all receive salvation by grace through Jesus Christ.

The use of the word “Symeon” is fascinating. In the NT Peter is called Peter
162 times, Simon 73 times, but only one other place is he called “Symeon”. It
is in Acts chapter 15 where the church was deciding if the gentiles needed to
become Jews in order to become Christians. James says in Acts 15:14- “Symeon

has related how God first visited the Gentiles.” to take out of them a people for
his name.

In this letter which begins with the greetings to the gentiles who have been
given the same gospel as the Jews, Peter uses the name Symeon which was used
when he was the human instrument in bringing the gentiles to Christ. Symeon

is the man who opened doors. He opened the door to Cornelius the gentile
centurion, and he opened the doors to the gentiles at the council at Jerusalem.

Sam Shoemaker was a missionary who opened the door of salvation to poor,

desperate, dying men & women. He wrote a poem that describes how we can be
door-openers. I find it very challenging.

I Stand by the Door

An Apologia for My Life
by Samuel Moor Shoemaker

I stand by the door.

I neither go too far in, nor stay too far out,
The door is the most important door in the world—
It is the door through which men walk when they find God.
There’s no use my going way inside, and staying there,

When so many are still outside and they, as much as I,
Crave to know where the door is.
And all that so many ever find
Is only the wall where a door ought to be.

They creep along the wall like blind men,
With outstretched, groping hands,
Feeling for a door, knowing there must be a door,
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Yet they never find it…
So I stand by the door.

The most tremendous thing in the world
Is for men to find that door—the door to God.
The most important thing any man can do

Is to take hold of one of those blind, groping hands,
And put it on the latch—the latch that only clicks
And opens to the man’s own touch.
Men die outside that door, as starving beggars die
On cold nights in cruel cities in the dead of winter—

Die for want of what is within their grasp.
They live, on the other side of it—live because they have not found it.
Nothing else matters compared to helping them find it,
And open it, and walk in, and find Him…

So I stand by the door.
Go in, great saint, go all the way in—
Go way down into the cavernous cellars,
And way up into the spacious attics—

It is a vast, roomy house, this house where God is.
Go into the deepest of hidden casements,
I admire the people who go way in.
But I wish they would not forget how it was

Before they got in. Then they would be able to help
The people who have not yet found the door,
Or the people who want to run away again from God.
You can go in too deeply, and stay in too long,

And forget the people outside the door.
As for me, I shall take my old accustomed place,
Near enough to God to hear Him, and know He is there,
But not so far from men as not to hear them,

And remember they are there, too.

Where? Outside the door—
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Thousands of them, millions of them.
But—more important for me—

One of them, two of them, ten of them,
Whose hands I am intended to put on the latch.
So I shall stand by the door and wait
For those who seek it.

“I had rather be a door-keeper…”
So I stand by the door.

There is something arresting about v. 1. Peter was a great leader in the
early church and yet he calls himself a servant. The word is doulos a beautiful

word in Greek. It means quite literally, a Bond-Slave. Here it is a title of
humility.

Many of the Bible’s greatest leaders are called slaves of God.
Moses Deut 34:5

Joshua Josh 24:29
David 2Sam 3:18
Paul Rom 1:1, Phil 1:1, Titus 1:1
James James 1:1

Jude Jude 1
Amos, Isaiah, are all called “slaves of God.” There is deep meaning in the

word doulos…

1st…the Christian belongs completely to God. In the ancient world a master
possessed his slaves like tools—We need to realize that we are completely
possessed by God. A servant could change masters. A slave could not.

2nd…A Christian is completely at God’s disposal. In the ancient world the
slave had no rights. He lived to serve his master. The Christian has no rights of
his own. His rights are completely surrendered to God. We must be always
ready for God’s call to service.

3rd…A Christian gives unquestioning obedience to God. The master’s
command was the slave’s only law. Paul said when God knocked him off his
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horse, LORD, what will you have me do! How is our obedience to our divine
master? Do we come willingly under the authority of God’s word and under the

authority figures that are over us? Obedience and submission to authority are
the only way to spiritual blessings and growth in our lives.

4th…A doulos was constantly in God’s service. Slave had no time of his own.

No holidays—All his time belonged to his master. We must never
compartmentalize our lives into time for God and time for us to do as we
please. We must remember that all our time belongs to God. Rest, relaxation,
is good; Even Christ came aside to rest, but all our time is God’s.

v. 2-

Grace and peace by the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. Always in
this order—first grace, then peace. The only way we will have peace it through

experiencing God’s grace, which comes from being rightly related to God
through his son. This knowledge does not come by philosophic speculation or
by mystic experience but by personal acquaintance with Jesus Christ. And
entering day by day into a deeper and more intimate relationship with him.

The only way we will get to know him is to spend time with him.

v. 3-4

In theses verses Peter shows us a tremendous picture of Jesus Christ.

1st…He is the Christ of power (v.3). Christ has divine power which can never
be defeated or frustrated. Matt 28-“All power is given unto me.” Christ’s love

is always backed by his power. He promises us that power if we obey him. It’s
an awesome thought to think that we can move in and through Christ’s power.
He is the Christ of power.

2nd…He is the Christ of Generosity (v.3). He gives us all things needed for
life spiritually and physically. Jesus Christ shows us what life truly is and
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enables us to live life as life should be lived. Everything we have or are comes
from Jesus Christ. He is the Christ of generosity.

3rd…He is the Christ of precious and great promises (v.4). Paul says, “all
the promises of God are yes and amen in Christ.” (2Cor 1:20) Once we know
Christ whenever we see a promise in scripture that says whosoever we can

immediately say- That’s for me in Christ. We are his brothers and sisters, heirs
and joint-heirs with him. He is the Christ of precious & great promises.

4th…He is the Christ by whom we escape the world’s corruption (v.4). there
were men in Peter’s day who said, “God’s grace will cover our sin, so we may as

well go ahead and sin more.”
Peter says we can escape the world’s corruption through the power of

Christ. As long as we live in this world sin will never loose its fascination for us,
but in Christ we have our defense against sin’s fascination. With Christ’s power

in our lives we can overcome sin’s fascination. He is the Christ who will keep us
from being corrupted by the world if we will yield to him and walk with him.

5th…He is the Christ who makes us sharers in the Divine Nature (v.4).

The pagans of Peter’s day believed that men could share in the divine nature
because they were men—Life teaches us differently. All around we see
bitterness, Hatred, greed, lust, moral failure, and hopelessness. Jesus said, “I am
come that they might have life and have it more abundantly.” Only in Jesus

Christ can we become partakers in the divine nature.

Now in vv 5-6 & 7-

Peter says we should bend our energies to equip ourselves with a series of
virtues in order to live the Christian life. He likens the Christian life to climbing
a ladder of virtues.

Peter starts the list in v. 5 with…
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(v.5) FAITH Gr-pistis. Faith is foundational. Everything goes back to faith.
“Without faith it is impossible to please God.” Peter believes that what Jesus

says is true and we can absolutely commit our lives to it. Doctrine won’t work
without faith. Obedience won’t work without faith.

FAITH IS ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL FOR US TO LIVE THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.

(v.5) VIRTUE Courage. Gr-arete It means excellence. Operative or Efficient
Excellence. Some word-pictures of arete:
Land that is fertile and can be used in the service of the gods. Are we fertile &
useful to our God? Do we bring him abundant harvests of precious souls?

Arete also means courage. Barkley quotes an example from the apocryphal

book of 2 Maccabees, where a man named Eleazar died rather than be false to
the laws of His God & his fathers. That is “arete.” Someone has said, “If your
faith isn’t worth dying for, it isn’t worth living for.” We need to stand against
error and sin around us meekly but very boldly with “arete.”

Peter says as we live the Christian life we need courage—Faith must result
not in our withdrawing from life but in effective, courageous service to God &
man.

(v.5) KNOWLEDGE “gnosis” is practical knowledge. It is the ability to apply
to particular situations in life the knowledge God gives to us. It enables a man
to make right decisions, to act honorably and effectively in the day to day
circumstances of life. The practical wisdom to deal with life. How we need that

in this world of sin and temptation we live in.

(v.6) TEMPERANCE “Egkrateia” (Egg-Ra-Ti-A)- the ability to take a grip of
oneself.

Egkrateia is reason that fights against passion and wins.
Not a man who has no passions, but a man whose passions are under perfect

control and become his servants, not his master. It is truly tragic to see a
person who is mastered and enslaved by his desires.

(Billy)
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Joe has earned the dubious distinction of being barred for life from the
mission. Over the past several years he has been caught drinking many times

and expelled. Every time he would come back saying, “I won’t drink this time.”
He was expelled for a whole year and at the end of the year he came back with
the smell of alcohol on his breath. I told him he can’t come back while he is
drinking. Appo. a month later he came back. He did good for appo. 6 weeks.

Then one morning I was told that he was sick. Jack and I trudged up the steps
to his room. I smelled alcohol. He lied to us (Many times when you are
enslaved by a habit or passion you will use other sins to cover it up.). He finally
admitted he had been drinking for no particular reason. No one ticked him off.
He didn’t have a special problem that triggered it. He just drank. Because of

his enslavement by his habit he can not come back to the mission.

(v.6) PATIENCE Steadfastness “Hupomone” (Hue-Pom-O-Ne). It is more
than patience. It includes courageous steadfastness. It is not simply the

acceptance and endurance of sorrow or pain, but a looking forward. Heb 12:2
says, Jesus for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despised the
shame. That was hupomone (Hue-Pom-O-Ne).

Hupomone (Hue-Pom-O-Ne) is the courageous acceptance of everything that

life can do to us and the changing of even life’s worst events into another step
on the upward way.

When I was growing up on the farm we had neighbors who had a very hard
time. One of the sisters was mentally retarded and required constant care. Her

sister constantly watched over and cared for her. She gave up romance, work
and herself to care for her sister, yet she was always cheerful. She was always
telling how richly God had blessed them. In the midst of extreme poverty and
constant toil, she was a picture of gratitude and love for God. She exemplified a

person who had hupomone (Hue-Pom-O-Ne).

(v.6) GODLINESS Piety. Eusebeia (Use-A-Beia)- It looks in two directions. A
man who has eusebeia always correctly worships God and serves his fellow men

and gives them their due.
Eusebeia is the closest the Greek comes to religion—and it is the intensely

practical character of the Christian religion.
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When a man becomes a Christian he acknowledges double duty—to God & to
his fellow man. We can never say we love God if we fail to love our fellow man.

We can never fellowship with God if we are fighting with a fellow human.

(v.7) BROTHERLY LOVE Philadelphia- love of the brethren. There are
religious folk who consider the ordinary demands of their fellow humans an

intrusion.
They consider their religious duties as more important than helping others.

They see service to others as taking time from prayers, service, study, self.
Peter is saying there is something wrong with the religion which finds the

claims of personal relationships a nuisance. The love of Christ that has been

shown to us should compel us to meet other’s needs.

In v.7 we see Peter’s last virtue, LOVE. Greek had 3 words for love- phileo-
friendly affection, eros- erotic love, lust; agapa- God-like love.

Paul says love is supreme in 1 Cor. ch. 13. The word here is “agapa”- God-
like love. Affection for brethren is not enough. Peter is asking us to have a love
as wide as God’s love to us—God causes sun & rain to fall on the good & the
bad—We need to be willing to extend Christ-like love to even those who mistreat

us.
God-like agapa love is an act of the will. We can will to love someone

without having a gushy feeling—We can will to love even our enemies.
Agapa is committed to the good of the other person. Agapa wills to love

even when it is not loved in return—

You may be saying, “That’s not possible, to consistently follow these
virtues.”

vv 8-11-

Peter strongly urges us to keep climbing the ladder of virtues, to even try to

perfect them in our lives. Progress is the way to more progress. The higher we
climb, the closer we come to Jesus—The higher we climb, the higher we can
climb.
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Peter says if we refuse to climb, we will become blind spiritually (v. 9). We
will become shortsighted unable to see the long view of eternity (v. 9). We will

forget that our sins were washed away—probably referring to baptism—sad to
be baptized and remain exactly the same—no growth—no spiritual
advancement.

The Christian life requires hard work—

Analogy:
Suppose a wealthy man kindly picks out a poor boy and offers him the

privilege of a university education. The boy would never have had that chance.
The man is giving the boy something he would have never had—but it does him
no good unless he is prepared to work for it. The gracious free offer and the

personal hard work have to combine to make the privilege fully effective.
It is so with us & God—He calls us in free grace; He extends to us his mercy;

but we need to bend every effort to toil upward and onward on the Christian
way. We never should think we can work to earn our salvation, but we should

work diligently because we realize how great a gift our salvation is.

Peter says there is a reward. If we follow the upward way faithfully, we will
not fall (v.10). Peter doesn’t mean we will not sin. But we will not fall out of
formation and be left behind. And if we remain faithful, Peter says we will gain

the right of entry into his eternal kingdom (v.11).

In the message today, God the Holy Spirit has challenged us in several ways.

To be “Door-Openers” by faithfully sharing the Good News of the Gospel.

To be faithful “Bond-Slaves” of our loving master.

And to climb the ladder of virtues Peter lists in the chapter:

Faith

Virtue

Knowledge

Temperance
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Patience

Godliness

Brotherly Love

Love

Let’s resolve to allow the Holy Spirit to work through our obedience as we
build these qualities into our lives.
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