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2 Corinthians 7………..……………………………………………….read vv 1-16

One of the most depressing aspects of pastoral hospital visitation is seeing a parishioner in

severe pain with no hope of recovery.

One pastor tells of visiting an elderly church member.  She had a prognosis of full

recovery, but she shared a room with a patient who was terminally ill.

Both of them were in great pain, but as the pastor sympathized with the parishioner she

whispered to him, "Yes the pain is terrible, but at least I know I'll be healthier when this is

over."

The pastor said, "I guess you could call that good pain."  The temporary pain that leads to

the discovery and eradication of disease is really a blessing.  Without such pain death would

be inevitable.

In this portion of scripture we come upon good pain.  Paul has caused pain with his severe

letter's rebukes and warnings.  In these verses he saw the pain had brought the Corinthians

to repentance and spiritual health.

William Barclay suggests that the bulk of this chapter is connected with chapter 2 vv 12 &

13 where Paul writes,

12 Now when I came to Troas for the gospel of Christ and when
a door was opened for me in the Lord,

    13 I had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my brother; but

taking my leave of them, I went on to Macedonia.1

Paul says that while he waited at Troas he had no rest because he didn't know how the

Corinthians had received his letter to them.  So he set out for Macedonia to meet Titus to get

the news as quickly as possible.

Apparently things had gone wrong at Corinth.  Paul had apparently made a quick visit to

mend things but only made them worse.  His heart was deeply troubled by these events.  In

order to make another attempt at reconciliation Paul had sent a letter with Titus.  The letter

was exceptionally stern and severe.  Paul was so worried about the Corinthian's reaction to

Titus and his letter that he could not remain at Troas although there would have been much
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work to do there.  Paul and Titus met somewhere in Macedonia, and Paul learned to his

great delight that the trouble was now over.  The breach was healed and all was well.

This background opens the passage to us.  We will examine the text and then draw some

lessons from it.

The NAS opens the chapter with these words: Therefore, having these promises,

beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting

holiness in the fear of God.
2

Remember that when Paul wrote the text it was not broken into the chapter and verse

divisions we have in our bibles.  In fact the text did not have letter or word spacing.  So the

translator must not only determine where the words are but what the words actually are.  As

in English if we were to run a sentence together letter by letter with no spacing between the

letters there would often be several different word combinations possible by the string of

letters depending on where the word separation was made.  Just another little task for the

translator that we reading our modern bibles do not realize.

Paul has been speaking in the passage directly before in chapter 6 vv 14-18 of the critical

importance of the Corinthians and us being completely separated from the world's evil

system.  The immediate context for Paul's remarks to the church at Corinth was the worship

services and offerings being conducted in pagan temples and shrines.  The worship at these

temples was often immoral with the use of sacred temple prostitutes being part of that

worship.

Before the Corinthians came to Christ they had been part of that immoral lifestyle.  Now

Paul is strongly urging them to separate from it and abstain from those pagan practices.  This

is the message behind Paul's admonition in v 1b for them to cleanse ourselves from all

defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
3

God has always called His people to a life of holiness and Christlikeness.  The growth

toward holiness and Christlikeness in our lives is called sanctification.  It is a process of us

growing more and more holy as we live and mature in the Christian life.

The world of Paul was unspeakably filthy and immoral.  Paul warned the Christians at

Corinth to stay far away from those evil ways.
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Brothers / sisters, the world in which you and I live is also unspeakably filthy and

immoral.

The computer and the internet makes Satan's task so much easier.  The world of

immorality and pornography invites us to partake.  Often sensual images will pop up on our

screen as if by magic.

There is no one who without God's help is capable of controlling these sinful images.  The

only defense is a Spirit-directed avoidance of all suggestive images.  No matter how strong

you are, if you fool with it you will get bitten.  For God's sake and for your soul's wellbeing

just let it alone.  Don't play with it.  Satan's been doing this for thousands of years.  He will

get you every time if you let him.

The child of God must be diligent to control the gates of the eyes and the mind.  We must

be intentional about filling our minds with the things which are true, honorable, right, pure,

lovely, of good repute, excellent and worthy of praise.  Paul says, "Let your mind dwell on

these things".

Paul says I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.4  With God's help we

can win the battle for mind purity, but on our own we will surely fail.

Paul speaks in v 1a of promises.  In vv 16-18 of chapter 6 God makes three incredible

promises.  In 16b,

I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM;
AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.5

In 1 Cor. 6:19 Paul tells us that our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit.  God lives in

us.  How we should be motivated to live our lives in a way that would not cause God to be

uncomfortable!

Promise #1 in v 16b… God says, "I will live with my people."

Promise #2… Again in v 16b, THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.

God promises to dwell with us and to make us His people.
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Promise #3 is in v 18a… I will be a father to you

In light of these three great promises Paul says to the Corinthians and to us, "Cleanse,

purify or prune evil out of your lives."  They were to make a clean break from paganism and

their past and to give themselves to God alone.

That advice is as up-to-date as today's newspaper.  Paul tells us, "Be separate from the

world's evil system.  Give yourselves to God alone."

Paul says at the end of v 1, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

The Greek here suggests, "becoming mature or becoming complete".  Paul wasn't

suggesting that they could become sinless in this life.  He was encouraging them to work at

maturing their faith.

God gives us all the resources we need for this.  The Holy Spirit will empower us to

become Christlike.

Paul says in Romans 8:2, For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free

from the law of sin and of death.6

In vv 4-11 of Romans chapter 8 Paul tells us we do this by setting our minds on the Spirit

not the flesh.

vv 6-7…

6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is
life and peace,

7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does
not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so7

He is saying that you and I by an act of our wills determine to set our minds either on the

Spirit or on the flesh.

To set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  It will lead to maturity and Christlikeness.

To set our minds on the flesh will lead to death.

We hold the power to choose where we set our minds.  That means that if we are shallow,

carnal, immature Christians the fault is ours.  The devil can't make us do it.  We choose it.
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How critical it is to our spiritual maturity that we set our minds on God.

Paul ends v 1 by exhorting the Corinthians to pursue purity out of fear of God.  fear

means to keep respect or awe of God.  Another word would be reverence.  We must never

forget that He is creator; we are creatures.  He is high and holy.  We can show that fear by

obeying Him.  Obeying God's commands and pursuing spiritual maturity are good ways to

show respect / reverence for the holy God we serve.

In v 2 Paul asks the Corinthians to make room in their hearts for Paul and his message.

This follows logically from their separation from the paganism Paul has asked them to

separate from.  If they removed themselves from the evil influences they would be opening

themselves to Paul and the message of Christ.

Paul couples three denials with his appeal.

He says he has:

• Wronged no one.

• Corrupted no one.

• Taken advantage of no one.

What a statement, what a goal for each of us.  May it never said of us that we:

• Wronged someone.

• Corrupted someone.

• Took advantage of someone.

The words Paul uses were commonly used in describing deceitfulness or exploitative

financial dealings.

Paul's critics may have been criticizing his handling of the collection for the Jerusalem

church.  Paul strongly defends against this charge in chapter 12.

In vv 3 & 4 Paul tells them how much they mean to Him.  He is not condemning them.

He boasts about them.  He is filled with comfort by them.  He is overflowing with joy in all

his troubles.  How the love and fellowship that we have for one another as brothers and
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sisters in the Lord should comfort us and fill us with joy.

vv 5-7 begin Paul's summary of his distress when he feared he had been too harsh with

them and they had turned against him.

v 6 is a precious thought as Paul says it is God who comforts us.

In chapter 1 vv 3 & 4…

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
and God of all comfort,
4 who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who
are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by
God.8

These are incredible verses where we are told that God is the God of all comfort.  Bro.

Allen so capably expounded on these verses some time ago.  Paul tells us that God comforts

us when we are troubled so we can then use that comfort to comfort others who experience

the same troubles.  What a precious promise.  Titus informed Paul, to his great joy, that the

trouble was over, and they were looking forward to a visit from him.

vv 8-9 list Paul's previous sorrow when he thought his letter had been too stern.  He says,

"I was sorry, but I am no longer sorry.

"Your sorrow led to repentance which was necessary for you."

The Corinthians were not merely sorry they had been caught doing wrong.  They were

genuinely sorry and were anxious to turn around and walk in a godly way.

v 10 tells us, "Turn from sin and seek salvation."  Sorrow without repentance will lead to

death.  Only God can help us turn from sin and seek salvation.  Think about the stories of

Peter and Judas.  Both handled the events surrounding Jesus' death in a wrong way.

Judas brazenly denied Christ with a kiss.

Peter three times denied even knowing the Lord.

Both were overcome with grief by their actions.

Peter had the humility and courage to admit his failure, reform his behavior and dedicate

his life to Jesus' cause.

Judas in contrast, let his remorse eat his soul.  Overcome by guilt he committed suicide.

Judas wasn't able to learn from his sin and repent.  He didn't submit his sins to Christ and
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beg for forgiveness.  He was too proud to cry out for salvation.  His stubbornness led to

death.

The Life Application Bible Commentary says,

It is difficult to be confronted with our sin, and even more difficult to get

rid of sin.  Do you tend to be defensive when confronted?  Don't let pride keep

you from admitting your sins.  Accept correction as a tool for your growth,

and do all you can to correct problems that are pointed out to you.

End of quotation

In v 13 Paul and Titus were comforted by the obedience, sincerity and love of the

Corithinas.

vv 14-16 tell of Paul's pride of the Corinthians.  He had boasted to Titus about them, and

now his boasting was proved true.

Even though the Corinthians had caused Paul so much pain and grief he was still proud of

his spiritual children.

He refused to focus on their weaknesses and failures.  Instead he praised their strengths.

What an example for us.  How easy it is for us to be fault finders and tearers down instead of

building up and encouraging.  In v 15 Paul expresses Titus' complete confidence in the

Corinthians.  Paul praises them for welcoming Titus and obeying him as on official

representative of Paul himself.

They had also welcomed him with fear and trembling because of the seriousness of his

mission.

Let's look at some lessons from the text…

1. Separation from the world's evil system must be a goal we work toward constantly.

We cannot completely separate from the world.  We would lose our influence on it.  We

would not be able to witness to it.

The monk in the monastery can be completely separated from the world and devoted to

God, but he will not influence the world in any meaningful way.



8

We can refuse to allow the world around us to squeeze us into its mold.

We can concentrate on obedience to God and conformity to Christ.  This will help to

insulate us from the evil influences of the world's system.

The Life Application Bible Commentary says,

Separation from the world involves more than keeping our distance from

sinners.  It means staying close to God.  More than avoiding entertainment

that leads to sin, it extends into how we spend our time and money.  There is

no way to separate ourselves totally from all sinful influences.  Nevertheless,

we are to resist the sin around us, without either giving up or giving in.  When

you know what God wants you to do, make a clean break with sinful practices.

End of quotation

2. Holiness and Christlikeness should be our constant goals.

We should be becoming more and more conformed into Christ's image.

Staying close to Him by close communion, prayer and bible reading will enhance our

progress toward sanctification.

God will not push a button and sanctify us.  He doesn't save us in order to take us to

heaven immediately.  His goal is for us to be living in the world influencing it for Him and

spreading the gospel.

It is not automatic.  It will not happen till we by an act of our will determine to practice

the disciplines which will lead us to Christlikeness and then do it.

The road to sanctification is often paved with good intentions.

Coasting is not an option.

Let's determine to be intentional about the process of growing toward holiness and

Christlikeness.

3. The battle for mind purity will only be won with God's help and diligence on our

part.

We are sexual creatures.  God has designed us with an incredible attraction to the sexual
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side of our natures.

We need to always remember that God's only ordained outlet for this sexual appetite is in

the marriage relationship.

It is a sad fact of today's life that we need to remind ourselves that the original God-

ordained avenue for sexual expression was between Adam and Eve… not Adam and Steve; or

Eve and Sue.

Today's culture which thumbs its nose at the Bible's teaching and says, "I'll do what feels

good" is directly from Satan.  We can thumb our noses at God's commands, but there is a day

coming when we will all stand before the God of all the earth.  In that day it will not be,

"How did it feel?  What did you think?  Was it tolerant?  Is it what society accepted?"  No, on

that day it will be, "What did my Word say?  Did you obey my word?"

If you struggle with mind purity, repent.  Take the steps you need to take for deliverance.

Find an accountability partner if you need to, but for your soul's sake allow God to help you

win the battle for mind purity.

4. Three great promises from God:

• God will live with us.

• God will welcome us as His people.

• God will be a loving father to us.

5. Partner with God the Holy Spirit as He completes the process of maturing and

making you Christlike.

Be intentional about setting your mind on spiritual things.

6. Conduct your lives with a holy awe and reverence of the God you serve.

Be mindful always how offensive your sin is in His sight.

7. Can we say with Paul…

• I have wronged no one.

• I have corrupted no one.
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• I have taken advantage of no one.

If we have done any of these are we willing to stop it and to repent and make restitution if

necessary?

8. God is the God of all comfort.

We can never go to God with a burden or sorrow that is new to Him.

He knows all about it.  Whatever it is take it to Him.  He will comfort.

9. Sorrow can be used by God to prod us to repentance or right living.

Let's not resist Him when He allows sorrow to come into our lives.

10. How do we handle being confronted with sinful actions?

Let's evaluate, accept what is true and needful and make the needed corrections in our

lives.

If we truly have evaluated the criticism and find it is unwarranted, can we graciously let it

go without holding a grudge against the complainer?

11. Some lessons from William Barclay:

• It is quite clear that there is a time for rebuke and discipline.  If we refuse to deal with

sin it will fester and grow.

• That rebuke and discipline must always be done with kindness with the goal of

restoring the offender.

• The joy of reconciliation:

It is always worth the risk to try to be reconciled.  Sometimes a reconciliation may not

be affected.  Let's be sure that lack of reconciliation is not because we will not try.  The

joy of reconciliation is always worth the effort required.
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• The joy of seeing someone you believe in justifying that belief.

This may be a son or daughter or a pupil or convert.  It will always give us great joy to see

someone we have nurtured walking in the light.

• A godly sorrow will produce true repentance.

A worldly sorrow is only resentment that it has been found out.  It will produce no

repentance.

A godly sorrow hates the sin.  It will make the effort to find forgiveness and repentance.

These are tall orders.  If we accept and do them we will grow in holiness and toward

Christlikeness.  If we disobey we will suffer harm to our spiritual lives.  May God help us to

obey.

The story is told of a husband who every Tuesday and Friday complained bitterly about

having to take the trash out.  He often complained to his wife, "I hate doing this.  I can't

stand to take out the garbage."

One morning his wife said as she blocked the door for him, "I wish that just one time

you'd be happy to take out the garbage because you love us so much."

Our success in obeying will be so much better if we obey because we love Christ and wish

to please Him.
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