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II Thess. 2……………………………………………………………….Read vv 1-17

A few brief introductory remarks before we look at the chapter.

Paul had written I Thess. to instruct the Thessalonian believers concerning the coming of

the Lord.

Apparently he had given them detailed teaching concerning the Lord's return.  This is

alluded to in v 5 of II Thess. chapter 2 where we read in NAS, Do you not remember that

while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?1.  Unfortunately for us in the 21st

century we do not know what these things were.  Because we do not know exactly what

Paul's teaching was, we must guess.  This makes the interpretation of chapter 2 more

difficult.

Shortly after I Thess. was written and sent, word reached Paul that the Thessalonians

were concerned about the events of the last days.  Specifically they believed that the "day of

the Lord" had already occurred and that they had missed the rapture of the church.

Paul writes chapter 2 to correct that erroneous teaching.

The teaching about prophetic last time events is called eschatology (lit., the study of last

things).

Some of the major events connected with the study of eschatology are:

The 70th week of Daniel

The great tribulation

The rapture

The "day of the Lord"

The coming or parousia of the Lord

The millennial reign of Christ

Paul begins in v 1 by talking about the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and our

gathering together to Him
2
.

This refers to the rapture of the church, which Paul had discussed in I Thess. 4:13-17.

                                                          
1New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 2 Th 2:5 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those
who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will
bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are
alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who
have fallen asleep.
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in
Christ will rise first.

    17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be

with the Lord.3

These events are listed in Matt. 24, vv 29-31:

29 “But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE

DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL

from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
30 “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and
then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN

COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory.
31 “And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY

WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one end of the
sky to the other.4

…and in Mark 13:24-27:

24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED

AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT,
25 AND THE STARS WILL BE FALLING from heaven, and the powers that
are in the heavens will be shaken.
26 “Then they will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN CLOUDS with great
power and glory.

                                                                                                                                                                                          
2New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 2 Th 2:1 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
3New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Th 4:13 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
4New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Mt 24:29 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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27 “And then He will send forth the angels, and will gather together His
elect from the four winds, from the farthest end of the earth to the farthest
end of heaven.5

The word coming is the Greek word parousia.  The word means a coming and a

continuing presence.

The coming or parousia is a comprehensive whole.  There is only one second coming.  It

includes the rapture of the church, the outpouring of God's wrath during the day of the Lord,

and Christ's physical return in glory.

The Lord's coming is consistently portrayed in Scripture as a singular event.  We see that

in the following scriptures:

Matt. 24:3… and what shall be the sign of thy coming?? (singular).

Matt. 24:27, 37 and 39 all speak of the coming (singular) of the Son of Man.

I Cor. 15:23… afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming (singular).

These and at least a dozen other scriptures tell us that the second coming of our Lord is a

single event.

In v 2 Paul says the Thessalonians have been shaken in mind, or be troubled, in the

Authorized Version.

The NAS reads, that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed6.

The words speak of a ship which is violently buffeted by winds or even torn loose from its

mooring by the storm.  This troubled state results from them being shaken in mind.

Three causes for this distress are listed.

• Possibly a letter purporting to be sent from Paul, falsely written in his name.

• Possibly a spirit which delivered a false message.  This may have been a pretended

charismatic utterance.

• Possibly an oral message which was alleged to have been spoken by Paul.

                                                          
5New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Mk 13:24 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
6New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 2 Th 2:2 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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Paul says, "I did not tell you that the 'day of the Lord' has already come.  Don't be

deceived because of a message which supposedly came from me to that effect.

The Authorized Version translates that the day of the Lord is at hand, NAS, the day of

the Lord has come.

The Thessalonians were experiencing persecution.  They thought that the "day of the

Lord" had already come or was about to begin.  They feared that if this was true they had

missed the rapture.

Paul's rebuttal of this notion is sharp.  Let no man deceive you by any means, RSV, in

any way.

As proof that the "day of the Lord" has not come, Paul lists two events which must come

before the "day of the Lord".

He lists them in v 3.

First is a falling away or the apostasy, NAS.

The Greek has the definite article, "the falling away" or "the apostasy".

It clearly involves a turning away from God and His rule in the world at large.  The

apostasy is closely associated with the revelation of that man of sin which is the second

event listed by Paul as having to take place before the "day of the Lord".  This would be the

antichrist.

The use of the term "revealed" suggests a supernatural or mysterious aspect to the

appearance.  The implication is that he is now hidden and will be suddenly manifested or

unveiled.

The oldest manuscripts have man of lawlessness rather than man of sin.  The meaning is

scarcely changed since sin is lawlessness.  This person is also called the son of perdition (KJ),

the son of destruction (NAS), "the man doomed to perdition" (NEB).

He is characterized by lawlessness and is doomed to destruction.  In v 8 he is simply called

that "wicked one" or "the lawless one".

The words the apostasy occur only here and in Acts 21:21 where we read, And they are

informed of thee [Paul], that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to

forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk

after the customs.7

                                                          
7The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Ac 21:21 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).



5

The word forsake here is the word apostasia, meaning to fall away or utterly abandon.

The word is used in the context of Paul being blamed for asking Jews to renounce Moses

and circumcision as the basis of covenental relationship and the Jewish customs.

When Paul used the word apostasy in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 he is doing the same thing Dr.

Luke did in Acts 21:21.  He was speaking of Jews who, during the seventieth week of Daniel,

will totally abandon the God of their fathers and their messianic hope for a false religion and

a false messiah (the antichrist).

There was a historical figure who foreshadowed and typified the antichrist—the Syrian

leader Antiochus Epiphanes.  Antiochus sought to turn the Jewish people from Moses, the

law and circumcision.  He caused a pig to be killed in the Temple in honor of the heathen

deity Zeus Olympus.  Some of the Jews resisted, but some of them accepted the heathen

worship and abandoned their Jewish faith.

There are many parallels between Antiochus Epiphanes and the future antichrist.

Antiochus signed a covenant with the Jews which he then broke.

Daniel 9:27a says of the antichrist, And he shall confirm the covenant  with many for one

week8.  This covenant between Israel and antichrist will be signed at the beginning of

Daniel's 70th week.  Israel will be assured that they will be protected.  They will fall for the

lie hook, line and sinker.  Only in the middle of the week will the antichrist's true nature be

revealed.  He will break the covenant and erect his image in the Temple.

The apostasy will occur during the first 3½ years of Daniel's seventieth week, and then in

the middle of that week the antichrist will be revealed to the Jewish people.

The apostasy and the revealing of the man of sin to Israel will occur inside the 70th week,

not before it begins.

The day of the Lord must, according to Paul, occur after the apostasy and revealing of the

man of sin.  The rapture immediately precedes the day of the Lord.  The day of the Lord

cannot happen till the apostasy occurs and the man of sin (antichrist) is revealed.

The man of sin is revealed at the midpoint of Daniel's 70th week, so the day of the Lord

and the rapture cannot occur before the middle of the 7-year period.  The rapture cannot

occur at the beginning of the 7-year 70th week of Daniel.

If the apostasy and the antichrist must come before the "day of the Lord", then the rapture

                                                          
8The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., Da 9:27 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
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cannot be signless and imminent.

Many who teach the pretribulation rapture teach that it is imminent, meaning there are

no signs or events which need to occur before the rapture.

The "day of the Lord" described by Paul is a definite end time event which is described by

both Old and New Testament writers.

It is described as "a day of wrath", "a day of trouble", "a day of distress", "a day of waste and

desolation", "a day of darkness and gloominess".

There will be signs in the heavens.

The earth will be "terribly shaken".

In indignation and fury of God will be directed against the nations.

"A time of darkness in the heavens and a time of fire from the Lord"

This time is described in Rev. 6:12-17 at the opening of the 6th seal:

12 I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the
whole moon became like blood;
13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe
figs when shaken by a great wind.
14 The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every
mountain and island were moved out of their places.
15 Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders
and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in
the caves and among the rocks of the mountains;
16 and they * said to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us and
hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath
of the Lamb;
17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to
stand?”9

The rapture and the "day of the Lord" are very closely linked, with the rapture

immediately preceding the pouring out of God's wrath at the opening of the 7th seal.

v 4 continues to describe the antichrist, who we are told opposes and exalts himself above

every so-called god or object of worship.  He takes his seat in God's Temple, displaying

himself as being God.  We know from other Scripture that Satan will empower him to do

                                                          
9New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Re 6:12 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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signs and false wonders (v 9), and v 11, God will send a strong delusion upon, I take it Israel,

so they will accept antichrist as God.

In v 5 Paul asks the Thessalonians if they don't remember what he told them.

We aren't sure what he is referring to, but the tone of the question is sharp.  It's as if he is

saying, "I can't believe you don't remember what I told you.".

vv 6 and 7 are very puzzling to commentators.

Paul talks of someone or something which is preventing the antichrist from appearing.  v

7 says he is restraining until he is taken out of the way.

Apparently the Thessalonians knew the identity of this restrainer (v 6).

Many of those who hold to the pretribulation rapture teach that this restraining is the

Holy Spirit who will be removed when the church is raptured.

Others have identified the restrainer as human government, law or even the church.

There is substantial evidence to identify the restrainer as archangel Michael.  Michael has

long been recognized as having a special guardian relationship to Israel.  In Daniel 12:1 we

read the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people10.

(The words are in a tense that indicates that he continues to stand)

Michael and his angels defeat Satan during the 70th week of Daniel (Rev. 12:7-17).  Satan is

cast out of heaven and seeks to persecute Israel.  Satan will personally empower the

antichrist.  He will erect an image in the Temple and demand that the Jews bow in worship

to it.

This event, 3½ years into the 70th week of Daniel, will begin the time of "Jacob's trouble"

or the great tribulation.

I believe Paul had Daniel 12 in mind when he penned v 7 of II Thess. chapter 2, "For the

mystery of iniquity doth already work (the spirit of the antichrist was already present) only

he who now hindereth will continue to hinder (Michael who restrains the power of Satan in

regard to Israel will continue to do so) until he be taken out of the way.

Michael will step aside—he will stop helping or guarding Israel.  Antichrist will be free to

trouble Israel.  That is why it is called "the time of Jacob's trouble".  Then, v 8, shall that

wicked (the antichrist) be revealed whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his

                                                          
10The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version., Da 12:1 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.,
1995).
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mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming11.

vv 9-11 describe the great wonders the antichrist will perform.  Because of these and a

strong delusion from God the nation of Israel will believe a lie and will be deceived.

v 12… Those who do not believe will be damned.

In vv 10, 11 and 12 Paul lists three stages in the descent of these people:

First, because they received not… They had the power to choose but rejected it.

Second, Having rejected the truth, they believe a lie.  They lose the ability to tell the

difference between truth and error.

Third, they will suffer the inevitable judgment of God.

In vv 13-17 Paul turns from the dark picture he has presented.  He returns to the theme of

encouragement.

There is a deliberate contrast between them that perish (v 10) and chosen you to

salvation (v 13).

strong delusion or a working of error (v 11) and  sanctification of the Spirit (v 13)

believe a lie (v 11) and belief of the truth (v 13) That they all might be damned (v 12)

and to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ12 (v 14)

There is… Thanksgiving (vv 13-14)

Exhortation (v 15)

Prayer (vv 16-17)

…in spite of the dreadful picture Paul has drawn of the mystery of lawlessness and the

power of evil at work in the world.  There is hope.

                                                          
11The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version., 2 Th 2:8 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.,
1995).
12The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version., 2 Th 2:14 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.,
1995).
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Paul gives thanks because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation13.

Salvation is not an afterthought with God.  He is not surprised by the forces of evil.  God

from the beginning foreknew man's plight.

God chose men for salvation before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4).

Nothing we can do makes us worthy of this salvation.  God provides both the gracious

invitation and the means to its acceptance.  There is no room for human merit or boasting.

The initiative and power are God's in salvation.  The response is ours.

sanctification is the transforming work which God does in man.  It involves cleansing,

setting apart to God, and the process of growth in grace.  It is a continuous process which

will not be fully-completed till we stand before God in our glorified state.

Paul says (v 14) that the preaching of the gospel is one of the instruments God uses to call

men and women to Him.  All three persons of the trinity are listed in v 13.  All three are

involved in the work of salvation.

v 15… Therefore, So then (NAS), brethren, stand fast, [stand firm (RSV)] and hold the

traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.14.

There is no assurance of eternal security if we do not remain true to our faith.

There is cause for assurance as we stand firm in our faith.

He will not let go of us.  We must be sure we do not let go of him.

traditions refer to what is given or handed over to one.

The precepts and doctrines handed down by Moses and the prophets are traditions.  It is

the origin of the traditions that establishes their value.

hold is a strong expression meaning "have a masterful grip on".

Sound doctrine is vital.  The Thessalonians are to disregard the voices of theorists and

fanatics and keep to "the word".  The coupling of Jesus and God the Father in prayer (v 16),

along with the singular Greek verbs (Comfort and stablish (v 17)) governed by the

compound subject, implies the highest possible view of the deity of Jesus Christ.

Paul ends the chapter with the comforting words of hope, grace and comfort.

                                                          
13The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version., 2 Th 2:13 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.,
1995).
14The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version., 2 Th 2:15 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.,
1995).
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The words consolation (v 16) and comfort (v 17) are from the same Greek word and

suggest the work of the Holy Spirit, who is the comforter.  This consolation

(encouragement) is everlasting because it originates from God.

loved us, and hath given us (v 16) bring to mind John 3:16).

Paul's confident request for the believers is that God Himself will comfort their hearts and

stablish or fortify them against pressure and temptation.

The practical outcome of this will be good work (faithful Christian living) and good word

(a ringing Christian testimony).

Jesus is coming again.  That fact is clearly taught in Scripture.  There is disagreement

among Bible scholars as to the exact timing of the rapture.  This difference in belief in the

timing of the rapture should never be the cause for separation between brethren.

If Christ does not return until just before the day of the Lord, wrath of God, the church

will experience some of the tribulation period.  We will need to have thought through the

basis for our faith so we will remain strong as we experience those troubles.

If we are convinced that the Lord absolutely will take us out before the events of the

tribulation and it does not happen that way, we may be setting ourselves up to experience a

shaken or denying of our faith.

It is imperative that we at least allow for the possibility of persecution during the

tribulation before the wrath of God is poured out upon an unbelieving world.

If we realize we may enter part of the tribulation period we will be prepared to stand

strong and not deny our faith.  Jesus is coming again.  It is imperative that you and I are

ready to meet Him.

If that coming is delayed while we experience some of the tribulation, we need to be

prepared for that.

May God help us to be faithful to Him.

May we continue to be ready for His appearing.
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