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Third John…………………………………………………………………read vv 1-14

Second and third John are short, pithy postcards sent by the apostle John.  They were

probably written from Ephesus late in the first century.

Each of the postcards contains less than 300 Greek words.

The epistle would have easily fit on a single sheet of papyrus.

Tradition says that John remained in Jerusalem till the death of Mary the mother of Jesus

in appo. 45-50 AD.

The early church father Irenaeus tells us that later John moved to Ephesus.

The early church believed that the fourth gospel and the three epistles were all written

while he was living in that city.

Tradition tells us that John outlived all the apostles, dying at Ephesus at an advanced age.

In the early period of Christian history there was not complete agreement about whether

second and third John should be included in the canon of holy Scripture.  They are not listed

in the ancient Syriac New Testament and are rarely referred to by the early church fathers.

This doubt came not from concern that they were not of apostolic origin.  They are so

small and are so personal in nature that they probably were not widely known or quoted.

Both letters are pastoral in tone and may be compared with the letters to Timothy, Titus

and Philemon.

The third epistle is addressed to Gaius.

Many feel he may have been either pastor of a local church or a member of this church

who lived at some distance and thus was not totally familiar with what happened there.

Two other individuals are mentioned:

Diotrephes was apparently in a position of authority, possibly the pastor.

John seems to have been the elder in charge or similar to our moderator.  He did not

reside at the church, and Diotrophes did all he could to resist and undermine his authority.

Diotrephes refused to welcome traveling prophets.

He disciplined and resisted those brethren who did.

Gaius is commended for receiving and helping the prophets.

These prophets may have been sent out by John in order to build up the local

congregation.

By not welcoming them Diotrephes was resisting and undermining John's authority.

A third individual is mentioned.  Demetrius, John says, he has received a good testimony
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from everyone and from the truth itself and also from John himself.

These three individuals give us an interesting look into the working of the first century

church.

The letter follows the first century pattern.  It begins with an identification of the writer

(The elder), then identifies the recipient (Gaius).  Then there is the main body of the letter

followed by the conclusion.

We will look at the text and then draw some lessons from it.

v 1…The elder is the apostle John, writer of the 4th gospel, 1st, 2nd and 3rd John and the

Revelation.

John was one of Jesus' original 12 disciples.  It is interesting that John does not focus on his

apostolic authority but simply spoke of himself as an "elder" who watched over the believers

with loving concern.

John was apparently in charge of the church where Gaius, Diotrephes and Demetrius

attended.  John was apparently recognized by the title elder.  It may indicate humility on

John's part.  It may also refer to the fact that he must have been an old man when he wrote

this epistle.

The NIV says, "To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth."

Gaius was a very common name in the Roman world.  We cannot say which Gaius is

referred to here.

John considered Gaius a dear friend.  We see the word beloved in vv 1 – 2 – 5 and 11.

Perhaps Gaius had shared his home and hospitality with John during his travels.

First century inns were notoriously flea-infested and dishonest.

Because of this Christians tried to stay with other Christians when they needed lodging.  it

appears as if Gaius occupied a position of leadership and responsibility in the church.

From v 4 we might infer that Gaius owed his conversion to john.  We read,  I have no

greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.1

whom I love in truth could be translated as "whom I truly love".

John and Gaius were beloved brothers because they both believed the same truth about

Jesus and experienced the same realities of the Christian life.

In v 2 we see John's concern for Gauis' physical and spiritual well-being.

We read, "that you may be in good health, just as it is well with your soul."

Often physical and spiritual health go together.  Doctors know that our spiritual sickness

                                                          
1The Holy Bible : King James Version., Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the 1611
Authorized Version., 3 Jn 4 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995).
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may result in physical ailments.

In the book None of These Diseases S. I. McMillin tells the story of an elderly couple who

came to him because they were experiencing digestive problems and insomnia.  He

discovered that they had started to sell eggs in front of their house.  A wealthy egg seller in

the neighborhood began to harass them.  They told Dr. McMillian that it was only a few

dozen eggs, and they had just as much right to sell them as the neighbor did.

When Dr. McMillian suggested that they stop selling eggs they were amazed to see a

complete healing of their physical symptoms.

Now they weren't sinning, but the mind-body connection caused their symptoms.

The link between spiritual misconduct and physical illness is well-documented.

God is concerned for both body and soul.

Believers should neither neglect nor indulge themselves; instead they should care for their

physical needs and discipline their bodies so that they are at their best for God's service.  In v

3 John says some of the traveling teachers have made him happy by telling him about Gaius'

faithfulness and his living according to the truth.

These teachers may have been sent by John to check on the local congregations.  They

would teach apostolic truth and correct false doctrines they encountered.

The truth was Gaius' loyalty to Christ and the gospel.  It marked his character and his life.

This was in contrast to Diotrephes who conducted his life contrary to the truth.

May it be said of your and my life that we are faithful and that we live according to the

truth.  In v 4 John shares his great joy that his children are walking in the truth.

These are John's converts, his spiritual children.  To walk in the truth speaks of living out

the truth by expressing it in one's behavior.

Gaius and apparently others in the church were doing this.

This gave their spiritual father John great joy.  v 5 speaks of the ministry of hospitality to

the traveling teachers.

These teachers were very important to combat error.

Gaius had entertained both those he knew and complete strangers.

Hospitality is a lost art among many Christians today.  I know we have many very

hospitable people in this body.  You are to be commended.

Those of us who don't practice hospitality like we could need to remember hospitality

doesn't require a fancy residence, fine china or a gourmet meal.  It simply means being

willing to welcome and support those who need a break and fellowship.

In vv 6-7 the teachers testified about Gaius' faithfulness.  The future tense You will do
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well speaks of John's desire for Gaius to continue in his good work.  It is possible that others,

possibly Diotrephes, were trying to persuade Gaius to stop his hospitality.  John seeks to

encourage him.

John says they went out for the sake of the Name, for the sake of Christ.  They were

promoting the truth that Jesus is God's son come in the flesh.  They did not ask for support

from nonbelievers.  In the Roman world many peddlers were going around peddling their

gods.

God's true preachers were not to do that.  Paul, you remember, worked at a trade to

support himself.  He did receive gifts at times, and he acknowledged in 1 Cor. 9:14 that

traveling teachers should be supported.

The NRSV translates v 8, Therefore we ought to support such people, so that we may

become co-workers with the truth.2

…showing us that John and Paul agree.

When Christians help someone who is spreading the gospel, they are in a very real way

co-workers with the truth.

Not everyone should or can go to the mission field; those who work for Christ at home are

vital to the ministries of those who go and need support.  Believers can support missionaries

by praying for them and by giving them money, hospitality and time.

vv 9 and 10 introduce Diotrephes to us.  Apparently John wrote a letter which was lost or

possibly destroyed by Diotrephes.  Diotrephes was a person who had serious spiritual issues.

John says he:

• loves to be first among you.  His lust for power and his pride blinded him to truth.

This was the same lust for power that would take over the church.

Churches formerly cared for by a group of elders were taken over by one leader.

This eventually led to a whole system of bishops, cardinals and a pope.

Pride and lust for power are exceedingly dangerous for church leaders and for all of us.

In vv 9 and 10 John lists 4 errors of Diotrephes:

                                                          
2The Holy Bible : New Revised Standard Version, 3 Jn 8 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 1989).
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(1) He refused to heed the authority of other spiritual leaders (v 9).

It is so important for all of us to come under the authority of those who are over us.

We harm ourselves when we rebel and resist their authority.

(2) He was "gossiping maliciously" (NIV) about those leaders, lit., "to talk nonsense".

Diotrephes' words were evil and senseless.  It appears as if the church members were too

untrained in Scripture or too afraid of him to be able to stand against what he was saying.

(3) He was a "bad example" to the believers because he "refused to welcome the

brothers".

For whatever reason Diotrephes was trying to dominate the church and lord it over all the

members.

Gaius, on the other hand, did not listen to Diotrephes but continued to be hospitable in

spite of persecution he received for it.

For this John commends him.

(4) Diotrephes was attempting to "put out of the church" those who opposed his wrong

leadership.

Sins such as pride, jealousy and slander are still present in the church.

When a believer encourages sin and discourages right action he or she must be confronted

and stopped.

John says he will "call attention to his deeds" so the believers would understand how

wrong Diotrephes was and how evil his actions were.

Sin in the church must be confronted.  if we ignore sin it will continue to grow.

We need to remember that a true Christian leader is a servant not a dictator.

In v 11 we see a surprising reaction to Diotrephes by the apostle of love.

Diotrephes had treated John in a very disrespectful and distinctly unchristian way.  John

did not strike back.  He did not seek to retaliate.

John promoted Christlike goodness.

John urged Gaius to imitate what is good…that is to continue showing support and
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hospitality.  We humans are imitators by nature.

It is important that we choose to imitate that which is good.

John says whoever does good is from God.  Diotrephes might try to pressure Gaius, but he

must stand for what is right.

Giving in to Diotrephes would be giving in to evil.

John says whoever does evil has not seen God.

True Christians are known by their actions.

John tells us in 1 John 4:8, "The one who does not love does not know God, for God is

love".

v 12 introduces us to another godly character, Demetrius.  Some have speculated that this

may be the Ephesian silversmith who opposed Paul in Acts 19:24.  The theory is that this

opposer found Christ and is here listed as a devoted follower of Jesus by John.

It's a lovely possibility, but we have no way of knowing if it is in fact true.

What we do know is that the Demetrius listed in v 12 is highly spoken of by everyone, by

the truth Himself and by John.

Demetrius may have carried this letter to Gaius.  If he did carry the letter he was certainly

a guest in Gaius' house.  Demetrius is a wonderful example for us.  The goodness of his life

was evident when it was compared to the truth.  His life involved real acts of love and

hospitality.

Demetrius "talked the talk" and he "walked the walk".

John says if truth could talk it would speak highly of Demetrius' life.

May the truth speak highly of your and my life.

John's final words are in vv 13-15.

The authorized text has 14 verses.  Many newer translations have 15 verses.

v 14 and 15 are divided with v 15 being Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet

the friends by name3

In v 13 John says he has much more to say to his readers.

There were probably two reasons for John's stopping where he did.

Remember we said the letter was probably written on a single sheet of papyrus.  John was

probably running out of room.  There is another reason.  John says, "I hope to see you soon,

and then we will talk face to face".

John hoped to be able to speak in person with them soon.

                                                          
3New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 3 Jn 15 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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The pen would have been a reed quill, and the ink was commonly made from soot and

water thickened with gum.

His expression "talking face to face" is literally "mouth to mouth".

As in Numbers 12:8 where God says, "I speak with my servant Moses mouth to mouth".

It is surely a more satisfactory method of communication between persons to speak "face

to face" or "mouth to mouth" than to write.

Spoken words are often less easily misunderstood than written ones.

Written words are bare ink on paper.

"Face to face" conveys meaning by what is said and by tone of voice and expression of the

face of the speaker.

Note the loving and friendly closing at the end of v 14 or v 15.

Peace be to you… John extends peace to Gaius, knowing that his situation may become

very difficult in the days ahead.

He reminds him that John's friends are Gaius' friends also.

Then he says, Greet the friends by name.  This probably means that John was personally

acquainted with many in the church by name.

It also suggest that John wished Gaius to share the letter's teachings with the brothers and

sisters there.

William Barclay ends his exposition with these words.

But John comes to the end in love.  Soon he will come and talk, when his

presence will do what no letter can ever do; and for the present he sends his

greetings and his blessing.  And we may well believe that the Peace be to you

of the aged elder indeed brought calm to the troubled church to which he

wrote.

End of quotation

Think with me now about some lessons from this text.

1. We see John's love and care of the brothers and sisters.

John was an "encourager".  he encouraged Gauis to continue in the truth... to stand against

those who would sway him from the truth.
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It is so important for us to be encouragers.  It is so easy for us to tear down, to be

discouragers.  How we need to build each other up.  To be encouragers.

2. We see the Christian's duty and privilege of showing hospitality.

We don't need to be fancy.  We just need to extend love and fellowship to those who need

it.

William Barclay says,

In the early church the Christian home was the place of the open door and

the loving welcome.  There can be few nobler works than to give a stranger

the right of entry to a Christian home.  The Christian family circle should

always be wide enough to have a place for the stranger, no matter where he

comes from or what his color.

End of quotation

3. We see that we can "labor together" with the missionaries and Christian workers by

praying for them, financially supporting them and by extending hospitality to them.

We can't all go and work directly on the mission field.  We can all pray for and support

those who do.

All of us can be alert to God the Holy Spirit as He prompts us to share the gospel with

those around us.

4. Several times we see John's use of the word beloved in these verses.

He says, whom I love in  the truth.  This is an example for us to show love to our brothers

and sisters.

5. We see John's wish for Gaius' physical / spiritual health.
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He showed no envy at his position or talent.  We need to be careful "to prefer one another

in honor".

We need to be careful that we do not resent our brother's / sister's gifts or position in the

church.

We need to accept the position and gifts God has given to us.

6. Brethren indeed

There was a time when to be Brethren meant:

Men and women who took God's Word as truth.

Men and women who could be trusted to keep their word.

Men and women who humbly served each other.

Men and women who were eager to spread the good news of the gospel.

Men and women who loved and served one another.

Men and women who were loyal to themselves and to their church leaders.

How we need to strive to follow these principles.

7. Sin must be confronted in the church.

If it is not it will grow.

8. Lessons from Diotrephes:

• He failed to show hospitality to traveling brethren.

• He sought to expel those who did.

• He would not accept John's authority.

• He was a domineering character.

• He was more interested in his own power and glory than in what was good for the

church.

These are not things we want to pattern after.
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9. The true Christian leader must remember that strength and gentleness must go

together, and that leading and loving must go hand and hand.

May our God "find us faithful" as we try to put these lessons and principles into action in

our Christian lives.
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