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The stars glistened brightly in the cold Judean sky. Because of a mix-up in the

calendar, it was possibly 5 BC, and in the fields outside Bethlehem a group of

shepherds were watching their flocks.
The old man who was their leader was tired. He had spent his life in these fields

and hills. As he leaned heavily upon his staff and gazed into the dying fire his mind
played back over many scenes from his life that had been spent with these gentle

animals.
He could not remember the number of times he had left the sheepfold to go in

search of a lost sheep or lamb. Even though it had happened so many times, each
time his heart experienced a new thrill of wonder as the pitiful, frightened, lost

animal relaxed in his arms or on his shoulder, as he carried it back to the fold. He
mused about his loving heavenly father, the strong, powerful shepherd who had so
tenderly cared for his people down through the years. He remembered the long,
dark valley east of Jerusalem filled with wild, desolate dangerous places. He

remembered how he had safely led his sheep up those steep treacherous paths ‘til
they were safely grazing on the lush green grass which grew on top.

A smile played across his weathered face as he remembered how he had single-
handedly driven away two lions intent on killing sheep in his flock. He thought

about his heavenly father’s love and protection for his people and how much it was
like his own tender care for his flock. Shepherding suited him just fine. He was
aware that the uppity, religious folks looked down on him and his kind. He was
often smelly and dirty. The care of his sheep in the open fields prevented regular

bathing. He could not attend all the regular services at the great temple in
Jerusalem. Shepherds were not even permitted to testify in court. But he was a
happy man.

He was deeply committed to the worship of Jehovah. He longed for the coming

of Yushea Christ the Messiah.
His work of shepherding allowed him to spend many hours of meditation and

communion with his God. He did not resent the scorn the religious people showed
to him. He knew he had something they didn’t. A deeply felt, warmly practiced

heart relationship with his master which was in so many ways like his intimate,
loving caring relationship with the sheep.
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Tonight as he mused the other shepherds were relaxing around the dying fire.

Several had already fallen asleep. As the shepherd looked at the sheep quietly

grazing under the starry sky, he thought again about this special flock.
These were different, special animals. They were marked out for a special

purpose. They had been handpicked to serve as sacrificial lambs on the great altar
at the temple in Jerusalem. The sheep in this flock were types of the great Lamb of

God who would be born that night.
As the shepherd mused suddenly he became aware of an incredible sight. The

night sky exploded with light.
Standing before him was a creature completely unlike anything he had ever

seen before. The glory of heaven blazed all around it! The shepherd was terrified.
Suddenly the heavenly being began to speak.

“Don’t be afraid. I am announcing to you a great and joyful event that is for
all people everywhere. A Savior has just been born in David’s town, a Savior who is

Messiah and Lord. Go search for him. Look for a baby wrapped in swaddling
clothes and lying in a manger.

Suddenly the angel was joined by a huge angelic choir singing praises to God.
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, peace to all men and women on earth who

please him.”
As quickly as they had appeared the angels faded into the night.
The old man rubbed his eyes, then he turned to the nearest shepherd. As he

did the words seemed to tumble out of his inner being. “Did you see that?”

“Did you hear that?”
“I never heard such beautiful music or saw such a stunning sight. Quick let’s

appoint someone to watch the flocks and hurry to Bethlehem to see what God has
told us about.”

Leaving their flocks the shepherds hurried the mile to Bethlehem. There they
inquired and found Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus. Falling on their knees before
him these simple shepherds worshipped and adored the one who had been born to
save mankind from their sins.

As I think about this timeless story I am reminded that mankind received its
greatest gift on that blessed night so many years ago.
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The awesome, sovereign, eternal God of the universe broke through the silence

of history and presented us with the gift of his Son.

The one who by his birth, life, death and resurrection would provide each one
of us with the precious gift of salvation and eternal life.

That night God demonstrated his love, mercy and grace as he became flesh and
“tented” among mankind for a little while.

God’s precious Son became a man and dwelt among us. Men were allowed to
catch a brief glimpse of his glory as he moved among them.

Then, and now, there were, and there are, many reactions to that great love gift
to us. (Today) (Tonight) I’d like to consider three of those reactions and draw

some lessons for us from them.

The 3 reactions are:

1. Indifference, 2. Greed, 3. Arrogance

1. Looking first at indifference.

In Jesus’ day there were many who simply didn’t care. They were much too
busy with their lives to care, or think, about the birth of a new boy baby in
Bethlehem. They couldn’t have cared less about a strange new rabbi who was
doing great and mighty deeds in Galilee.

It had been 400 long silent years since God’s prophets had spoken. Many
people had simply stopped thinking about God or the Messiah they used to long
for.

Today we live in a world of people who are indifferent to the claims of the

Savior on their lives.
They go through life depending on their own skill, cleverness, or righteousness.
Not too long ago I talked with a man who said, “Man, I’m not concerned about

Christ and salvation. I’m concerned with the here and now.”

Another man told me, “I don’t need religion. I can talk my way out of
anything; I’ll take my chances.”
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We live in a world where people are indifferent to the morality of their

president as long as their streets are safe and their pockets are full. People today

are indifferent to the claims of the Christ who says…
“Come unto me all ye who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.”
Because of that indifference their lives are filled with fret, care, and worry.
They frantically try to fill the awesome God-shaped void in their lives with

things that will never satisfy.
Christ is the only answer to the void in our lives. We are truly restless ‘til we

rest in Christ and his salvation.
There was a man at the mission who never had time for Christ. He was very

indifferent to the gospel.
I personally shared the gospel with him. Others shared the gospel with him. He

came to many chapel services where he heard the gospel invitation. After several
years he did make a profession of faith in Christ. But his indifference showed us it

was neither genuine or real.
How tragic that men and women, boys and girls continue to be indifferent to

the great gift of salvation which God sent at Christmas. If you have been
indifferent to the claims of salvation let this be the day you open your heart and

life to him. You do that by simply acknowledging your sin to him.
Asking him to forgive your sins.
Telling him you believe he is the divine Son of God.
Telling him you believe he died for your sins,

Accepting his payment for your sins and
Asking him to give you salvation and eternal life.
It is not only those who don’t know Christ who can be indifferent.
We who have been saved need to be sure we are not indifferent to our

responsibilities as followers of Christ.
Christ gives us all talents and abilities. We need to be obedient to him when he

calls us to use those talents and abilities in his service.
It is easy to “relax” and “coast” in our Christian lives. To not be open to his

leading in our lives. To be more concerned with our wants, needs and pleasures
than God’s call for service.
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As Christians let’s have eyes to see the needs around us, ears attentive to hear

God’s spirit speaking to us about them, and hands and feet to willingly work for

Christ and put Christ’s interests first in our lives.
We have looked at the reaction of “indifference.” Let’s resolve that we will not

be indifferent to the Christ of the manger. Let’s resolve to put his desires first in
our lives.

2. The second reaction we want to look at is “Greed”

In Jesus’ day there were many who followed him simply for what they could get.

Jesus said, “You follow me for the loaves and fishes. How he desired for them, and
for us, to follow him out of a heart of love and devotion not out of greed. The
blessing is so much more intense when we ask, “what can I give?” rather than
“what can I get?”

The world is full of religious people who are greedy. Televangelists who are
greedy have given Christianity a bad name.

Rufus Jacoby is a silversmith who attended BBI with me. He told me about a job
he did for one of the Catholic priests at a nearby university. When he presented

the chalice for payment the father showed him a 4-drawer file cabinet literaly
stuffed with neatly wrapped bundles of 5, 10, 20 & 50 dollar bills. We need to
remember to hold everything which God entrusts us with loosely. We are just
managers of it. It’s all God’s.

Some time ago a couple came into the mission store for help with home
furnishings. Part of our ministry is giving items to people who are in need.

This couple was different from the start. They had a Saturday appointment
which they didn’t keep. They didn’t call to tell us they could not make it.

They showed up the following Tue, without an appointment, at appo. 11:45
which was lunchtime.

The man walked with a cane because he was disabled. Later he got upset and
carried a bed to his truck!

He wore a Harley Davidson shirt, bandana, and 3 big leather pouches with a
large chain. They were very pushy and demanding. They insisted on looking for
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things they weren't supposed to have. They ignored our instructions and were
very obnoxious in general.

As I thought about the frustration and anger I felt while dealing with them,
God spoke very quietly to my heart.

"Dan, sometimes I feel that way about my children. I literally pour blessings
into their lives and many times they complain and gripe because they are greedy.

They are dissatisfied with their lot in life and envious of what I give to others
rather than thanking me for the gifts and blessings I give to them.

We know Christ as Savior but so often we fail to acknowledge his lordship in our
lives. We fail to spend time with him in our devotional lives. Many times this is

because we are busy and greedy with things.
It is so easy for us to get caught up in the holiday business.
I heard an account of a little girl named "Becky" who was looking for someone

to play with her. She asked her mom and she said, "Becky honey, I just can't play

now. Your Grandpa and Grandma are coming for Christmas and I need to clean
and bake."

A little later Daddy came in the front door with more packages than she had
ever seen. She said, "Are they for me? Can you play with me?"

Daddy said, "No Becky, I'm too busy now. These are for later." One look at
Daddy's face told Becky he had had a very hard day.

That evening at the supper table Daddy and Mommy were so busy talking and
planning for Christmas that they didn't notice Becky needed the butter. As she

reached for it her elbow connected with a tall glass of milk and spilled it. "O
Becky," said Mother, "Not now! Not before Christmas! Why don't you go up and
get ready for bed. I will come and help you with your prayers. When mother
arrived Becky was already kneeling. Her prayer that evening was very short and

very convicting to her mother. She prayed, "Lord, please forgive us our
Christmases as we forgive those who Christmas against us."

I hope our families don't need to pray that prayer this Christmas. Let's not be
so busy that we miss the real meaning of Christmas.

I hope God will never have to say to us, "Thou fool, thou hast much goods laid
up for many years but this night thy soul shall be required of thee!"
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Let's not be greedy, but grateful, for God's abundant blessings and the great

gift he gave to us at Bethlehem.

Let's be generous in sharing these gifts with those around us who are less
fortunate and let's share the glorious good news of the gospel with those God
sends our way.

How we need to remember that God isn't doing us a favor by offering us the

gift of eternal life. We don't deserve it in any way. God doesn't owe us a thing but
an eternity in a burning hell.

Paul says in Romans 9, "Who are you O man who answers back to God? The
thing molded will not say to the molder, why did you make me like this?" Will it.

"Or does not the potter have a right over the clay to make from the same lump
one vessel for honorable use and another for common use?"

God is sovereign in our lives. He arranges the details of our lives in a way that
will be for our good and his glory.

Let's not be greedy as we consider his gifts to us. Let's joyfully accept whatever
his loving hand sends into our lives, knowing that he is our loving Heavenly Father
and that nothing can ever touch us that doesn't first pass through the nail-pierced
hand of his beloved son.

We have seen the reactions of
Indifference and Greed.

III. A Third Reaction to God's gift is Arrogance.

There were those in Christ's time and there are those today who are arrogant
toward God's gift in Christ.

The religious rulers were disturbed by his popularity, jealous of his fame and
prestige, anxious that they would lose their followers.

They were arrogant to the point of hating him and plotting his death.
Men today exhibit a certain arrogance toward the claims of Christ. Someone

has said, "God does not so much judge a man as he allows him to judge himself.

Quote…
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It is not so much God who judges a man: a man judges himself; and his

judgement is his reaction to Jesus Christ if, when he is confronted with that

goodness and that loveliness, his heart runs out in answering love, he is within the
kingdom. If, when so confronted, he remains coldly unmoved or actively hostile, he
is condemned. There is a great refusal just as there is a great acceptance.

End of quotation

Man continues arrogantly to live without God and one day he will hear those
awful words,

"Depart from me, I never knew you."

An incident happened at the mission that illustrates this kind of arrogance.
There was a man who was giving us problems.
He had trouble following orders.
He whined a lot.

He left, in a huff, reconsidered, and he was given grace and allowed to return.
He stirred up trouble with the men. He was lazy and didn't do more than he

had to. He took two days off to visit family because he was feeling "depressed".
He worked through all that and he was given grace and was doing pretty well.

Another man asked to have a weekend pass to visit friends. He was expected
back Sunday.

Monday morning he hadn't returned or called. At 4:30 Monday evening a
decision was made to move his things out of the room and allow the first man I

told you about to have his bed.
After the moves, at appo. 9pm the second man returned and wanted his bed

back. I talked with him on the phone. I pointed out that he was supposed to be
back Sunday. It was his responsibility to call if he was going to be late. I told him I

would try to get his bed space back. I thought the man would be gracious and give
the bed back. Was I ever wrong! When I approached him. Even though he had
been shown grace and was literally there by grace he was very arrogant.

He absolutely refused to even consider the return. I pointed out to him that

the Christian thing was to show grace. That he had been shown grace many times.
He was hard, stubborn and arrogant. Because of his arrogance he has since been
asked to move on.
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How like us sometimes. We are so arrogant in light of God's forgiveness. We

have been forgiven of so many terrible sins. The baby of Christmas grew up and

lived and died a terrible death on a cruel cross to provide forgiveness to us. And
yet sometimes we find it hard to forgive each other.

Some of us hold grudges, and harbor bitterness, How very arrogant of us in the
face of God's forgiveness, to refuse to forgive.

Arrogance takes many forms.
Max Lucado has written:

"Quote"

The God who is willing to forgive you has already
forgiven you much more than you could ever forgive anyone
else. The best thing you can do to bring peace to your life is
to forgive the mistakes of others. I'm not saying justify their

mistakes. I'm saying forgive them and let go.
Isn't it presumptuous to come to the throne of grace if

we haven't been gracious to the people in our life? How can
we approach a God of mercy of we ourselves have hearts full

of bitterness and anger?
We must take care of relationship problems—
make up with a spouse,
get along with fellow church members

love our neighbors—
Then we will be full united in prayer with the father.

"End of quotation"

We are arrogant when we say, "I want it my way, I don't care who else wants it
some other way. I want it my way!"

We need to be flexible in matters that are not of eternal value or central to our
faith.

We are arrogant when we say, "They were wrong."
I'll make them come to me. I'm not going to them."
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This could be a church leader who refuses to reach out in reconciliation and

restoration, but any of us can do this by harboring bitterness and unforgiveness.

In God's Work and kingdom we need to throw off arrogance, and pride and
come together in unity and reconciliation.

We need to be quick to forgive.
Quick to overlook, quick to say I'm sorry.

Listen as I share two scriptural passages from the fresh new translation "The
Message" by Eugene Peterson.

Let's allow God's Spirit to speak to us in self-examination as we consider our
response to God's gift at Christmas.

If you've gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if
his love has made any difference in your life, if being in a
community of the Spirit means anything to you, if you have a

heart, if you care—then do me a favor: Agree with each other,
love each other, be deep-spirited friends. Don't push your way
to the front; don't sweet-talk your way to the top. Put
yourself aside, and help others get ahead. Don't be obsessed

with getting your own advantage. Forget yourselves long
enough to lend a helping hand.

Think of yourselves the way Christ thought of himself. He
had equal status with God but didn't think so much of himself

that he had to cling to the advantages of that status no matter
what. Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the
privileges of deity and took on the status of a slave, became
human! Having become human, he stayed human. It was an

incredibly humbling process. He didn't claim special privileges.
Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a
selfless, obedient death—and the worst kind of death at that: a
crucifixion.

Because of that obedience, God lifted him high and
honored him far beyond anyone or anything, ever, so that all
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created beings in heaven and on earth—even those long ago dead
and buried—will bow in worship before this Jesus Christ, and

call out in praise that he is the Master of all, to the glorious
honor of God the Father.

If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but

don't love, I'm nothing but the creaking of a rusty gate.
If I speak God's Word with power, revealing all his

mysteries and making everything plain as day, and if I have
faith that says to a mountain, "Jump," and it jumps, but I don't

love, I'm nothing.
If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the

stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don't love, I've gotten
nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I

do, I'm bankrupt without love.

Love never gives up.
Love cares more for others than for self.

Love doesn't want what it doesn't have.
Love doesn't strut,
Doesn't have a swelled head,
Doesn't force itself on others,

Isn't always "me first,"
Doesn't fly off the handle,
Doesn't keep score of the sins of others,
Doesn't revel when others grovel,

Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth,
Puts up with anything,
Trusts God always,
Always looks for the best,

Never looks back,
But keeps going to the end.
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Indifference
Greed

Arrogance

How we need to guard against these deadly, sinful, attitudes in our lives.
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