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Acts chapter 4:vv 1-22………………………………………….Read vv 1-22

With chapter 4 the persecution of the church begins.  The church in Acts was a very

evangelistic church.  We read in v 41 of chapter 2 that about three thousand souls were

added to the church.  In v 47, And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be

saved.1

In chapter 3 Peter and John went up together into the temple to pray.  It is arresting to

note that even times of prayer became opportunities for evangelism for them.  A lame man

asked for money, and Peter told him, "I don't have money, but I've got something far better.

Get up and walk."

After the man was healed, Peter took the opportunity to preach to the crowds which

assembled to witness the miracle.

Herod the Great was an incredible builder.  He constructed 18 building projects in the city

of Jerusalem.

There were 27 building projects outside Jerusalem, but inside his kingdom.

He built extensively outside his own kingdom.  At least 25 major projects were completed

outside his kingdom.

Projects ranged from fortresses to palaces to colonnaded streets to pagan temples to

gymnasiums to theaters and other works.

The Temple was perhaps Herod's greatest work.  He enlarged the Temple courts to a size

of 35 acres.  Its dimensions were 1,053 feet on the north, 927 feet on the south, 1,554 feet on

the east and 1,608 feet on the west.

To insure that no profane hands touched the temple, Herod trained 10,000 priests as

masons.  1,000 priests were trained as stonecutters, carpenters and decorators.

A thousand carts carried stones from the quarries.  Huge arches and vaulted casements

carried the platform out over the valley.

The northern surface was expanded back over 100 yards by digging away the rock.

The southern end was built up with great retaining walls.

The corner of the wall called the pinnacle of the Temple stood 450' above the Kidron

Valley.

                                                          
1The Holy Bible : King James Version. 1995 (Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version.) (Ac 2:47). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
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Josephus says it was so high that it was not possible to see from the top to the bottom—

most feel he was nearsighted.

All around the Temple court were continuous porticos.

Gleaming white pillars (double rows) stood appo. 30' high and supporting a roof.

The south portico was Herod's masterpiece, called the royal portico or stoa.  It had three

aisles appo. 105 feet wide with 162 massive columns surmounted by Corinthian capitals.  Sir

Charles Wilson, writing in the 1860s, said, "It is almost impossible to realize the effect which

would be produced by a building longer and higher than York Cathedral, standing on a solid

mass of masonry almost equal in height to the tallest of our church spires; and to this we

must add the dazzling whiteness of stone fresh from the mason's hands".

The Temple complex stood by itself behind a 4½' wall beyond which no Gentile could go.

Jewish women could enter the Court of the Women.  Jewish men could go to the great altar.

Priests could enter the Holy Place, and only the high priest, only on the Day of Atonement,

and only with the blood of an animal, could enter into the Holy of Holies.

The Temple was the capstone of Herod's building program.

Josephus says, "He who has not seen the Temple has not seen a beautiful building".

Archaeologists have discovered a massive stone along the western side of the Temple

mount which is estimated to weigh 415 tons!  It is 46 feet long, 10 feet wide and 10 feet high.

It was placed approx. 30 feet above street level.  No one today is certain how such a massive

stone was handled.

The eastern entrance to the Court of the Women was the Gate Beautiful.  Chapter 3, v2

identifies this as the scene of the healing of the beggar by Peter and John.  V 11 of chapter 3

says Peter began to address the crowd who assembled in the eastern colonnaded porch called

Solomon's Porch.

This colonnaded porch met the Royal Porch at the south corner of the Temple platform.

As already mentioned, the Royal Porch was one of Herod's most magnificent works on the

temple precincts.  4 rows of massive columns supported an elaborate roof.  Solomon's Porch

was also roofed.  It contained 3 rows of columns.

The roofed colonnades or porches surrounded the Temple on all sides.  The roofed

structures provided ample place for teaching, meeting or getting out of the sun or weather.

As Acts chapter 4 opens, Peter and John are teaching and preaching in Solomon's Porch.  As

they were speaking the text indicates it was in the middle of speaking, as in their being

interrupted.  They were accosted by the priests, Temple guard and Sadducees.  The person
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identified in some texts as the captain of the temple was the commander of the Temple

guard.  He belonged to one of the chief-priestly families, and in the Temple pecking order he

was number two, being outranked by only the high priest himself.  The Temple guard (or

police) were a body of handpicked Levites.  The captain of the Temple was responsible for

security and order at the Temple complex.  He would have been concerned that the large

group of people gathered could lead to a riot.  That would be disastrous for the Sadducees

who controlled the office of high priest.  The high priest was always a Sadducee.  In fact,

from the reign of Herod the Great to the outbreak of the war against Rome in AD 66, every

high priest was a Sadducee.  As the continued enjoyment of the high-priestly prerogatives

and the political existence of the Jews as a nation depended on Roman goodwill during those

years, the Sadducees collaborated as much as possible with the Roman authorities.  They

opposed religious or nationalist aspirations which would have incited the wrath of the

Romans.

The Sadducees differed from the Pharisees in several important beliefs.  The Sadducees

rejected the "oral law" or the tradition of the elders which the Pharisees upheld.  The

Sadducees taught that only the written law had merit and should be applied without any of

the 600+ traditional oral laws which the Pharisees insisted were binding.

The Sadducees did not believe in angels or demons or the resurrection of the body, all of

which were upheld by the Pharisees.  The Sadducees controlled the service and order among

the priests at the Temple.  It would not do for the Romans to come in to put down a riot.

This would surely lead to an erosion of the Sadducee's power.  It simply could not be

allowed.

There was another basic reason that we are told in v 2 that they were greatly disturbed.

As already noted, the Sadducees did not believe in miracles or in a resurrection of the

dead.  Now they were confronted with powerful preaching supported the resurrection of

Jesus Christ.  They were also confronted with the awkward picture of the 40-year-old man

who was standing before them after having been lame since birth.  It was panic button time

for the priests and Sadducees.

The word translated "grieved" in v 2 is more accurately translated "exasperated" or greatly

disturbed.  The Greek word used only here and in chapter 16 v 18 means "worked up" or

"indignant".  These fellows were really upset!

Peter and John had entered the Temple precincts at 3pm, which was the hour of prayer.

Several hours had now passed, and since it was not legal to conduct a judicial proceeding

after sunset, the authorities arrested the apostles and put them in jail till morning.
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It is interesting to see how creative these men are at choosing whether to obey the law.

We remember that these same men conducted not one, but several illegal trials after sunset

when Jesus was in the dock just a few weeks before.

I think a lesson we should take away from this is no one is above the law.  God's law or

man's laws are binding on us and we need to be careful to as much as possible obey all of

them.  Of course as we will see in this text, if man's law is clearly in opposition to God's law

we should follow God.  We must be careful that the law we choose not to keep is really

against God's law and that it isn't just for our convenience that we don't obey it.

Think about the box these officials were in.  There was no way to "undo" the harm they

saw that had been caused by Peter and John.  The healing of the cripple and the preaching

which followed it had the effect of adding a large number to the 3,000 who had believed on

the Day of Pentecost.  V 4 tells us the total number of men who were added to the church

grew to approx. 5,000.

The cripple was standing there before them perfectly whole.  Apparently he had either

been jailed with them or was called as a witness.  Everyone there knew the cripple as he had

been and could see that he now was well.

It takes us back to the remarkable story of the man who had been born blind.  Remember

when the officials continued to hound him about how it had happened.  The former blind

man said, "One thing I know, that while I was blind, now I see!"  This was something like

that.  The cripple was well.  They could not deny it.  It was an awkward position to be in.

vv 5-12 describe Peter and John before the council.  At daybreak the rulers, elders and

scribes assembled and called for the prisoners to be brought.

Rulers, elders and scribes describe the three component parts of the Sanhedrin.  This body

had almost complete jurisdiction of the Temple mount.  They could arrest and imprison.

They could pass the death penalty to carry out the death sentence. rulers probably is another

name for the chief priests. elders was a general name for members of the Sanhedrin.

scribes were teachers of the law.  There were 70 members plus the high priest who was

en ex-officio member.

Four of the leaders are named.  Annas is called the high priest.  Technically he was ex-

high priest, having served from about 6-15 AD.  The Jews considered the high priesthood a

lifetime office, so he is described as high priest even though his son-in-law Caiaphas was

actual high priest, appointed by the Romans.  During the approx. 15 years since Annas had

been high priest, 5 of his sons, one grandson and Caiaphas his son-in-law had held the office.

Even though Annas was not high priest in name he continued to hold the reins of power
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and was the actual power behind the office.

In Luke 3:2 Luke describes them both as high priests.

F.F. Bruce says of Caiaphas, "As high priest he would be president of the Sanhedrin,

though he may have deferred to the seniority of Annas when he was present".

John or Jonathan may have been one of Annas' sons.  Alexander is not known to us except

that he was kindred of the high priest.

Annas was a shrewd politician who knew the value of keeping members of his family in

places of influence.

We see the personal authority of Annas in the trial of Jesus in John 18:13-24.  It is ironic

that these men so soon after dealing with Jesus are once again dealing with His followers.

If they thought they had settled the matter with Jesus' crucifixion they were in for a rude

awakening.  It looked now as if they would have as much trouble with Peter and John as

they had with Jesus.  v 7 tells us that they set Peter and John in their assembly and demanded

of them by whose authority they had healed the cripple and proclaimed the good news.

They really didn't have too much to go on.  Again, they could not deny the healing.

v 8 says Peter was filled with the Holy Ghost.  The filling and being used by the Holy

Spirit is so important in the life of a believer.  It's never about us.  It's about Him.  In fact, if

we try to do it in our own strength we will fail.  If we will just get out of His way and allow

Him to work through us He can accomplish mighty things through us.

Peter quickly, filled with the Holy Spirit, switches from the defensive to the offensive.

The disciples had been told by Jesus how to deal with these times of persecution.  In Luke

21:14-15 He said,  Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall

answer: 15 For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not

be able to2 withstand or contradict.

Peter's words proved the truth of that advice.  In words inspired by the Holy Spirit Peter

said,  If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man3

"know that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised

from the dead, even by Him doth this man stand here before you whole.

"This stone, which was rejected by you, has become the head of the corner.

"Not only that, salvation comes only from Him and through His name."

                                                          
2The Holy Bible : King James Version. 1995 (Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version.) (Lk 21:14). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
3The Holy Bible : King James Version. 1995 (Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version.) (Ac 4:9). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
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Not a bad speech for a man who had denied his Lord three times.

What made the difference?

• We already mentioned the filling and anointing of the Holy Spirit.  Empowered and

enabled by God the Holy Spirit, Peter could do far more than his natural ability would

allow.  You and I must be sure there is no sin or rebellion in our lives which can block

the Holy Spirit's working in us.

• Peter had seen the risen Christ!  Before the resurrection Peter was timid and shy.

Once he had become convinced of the truth of the resurrection wild horses couldn't

hold him back.

You and I should study and know the facts about the resurrection till they become

empowering strength in our service.

Note how Peter switches to the offensive.

"This man stands before you whole through the power of the name of Jesus Christ.

"You crucified Him".  How bold is that?  These guys held the power of life and death over

these men.  Peter fearlessly states, "You guys killed Him".

"God raised Him up"… Quite an inflammatory statement to make in this group of over

half Sadducees, who didn't believe in the resurrection.

"This cornerstone was rejected by you teachers and leaders of the people.  You of all

people should have recognized Him.  You are the religious experts!

"For there is no other name under heaven whereby we must be saved".

These guys didn't believe Jesus was God.  Peter says He is the only way to heaven.

v 13 is an interesting verse as it says,  Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and

John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and

they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.4

The word boldness In v 13 means "freedom of speech, plainness, openness".

                                                          
4The Holy Bible : King James Version. 1995 (Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version.) (Ac 4:13). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
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unlearned is literally "unlettered".  Here it probably means they were without technical

training in the professional rabbinical schools. ignorant probably points to one who is a

private person, one without professional knowledge, unskilled, uneducated, unlearned.

It is interesting that in Tyndale's first edition of the NT he rendered the word as "lay

people"  The Cramer Bible renders it "lay man" which seems to fit the text here.

The rulers wondered how untrained laymen could so ably sustain a theological disputation

with members of the supreme court.

Then the amazing statement in v 13, "they noted that they had been with Jesus".

Jesus too had sat at the feet of no eminent rabbi, yet he taught with an authority which

they could well remember.  People expressed the same surprise about Jesus' teaching.  John

7:15 says, "How is it that this man has learning, when he has never studied?" (ESV)  Clearly

He had transferred some of that learning to His disciples.

Peter and John were supporting their teaching with the healed cripple.  There he stood.

They could not deny it.

v 15 says they sent the apostles out while they held a conference.

We see here again how far some will go to avoid the truth in order to preserve the status

quo and their religious system.  The sensible thing would have been for them to fall on their

knees and say, "Men and brethren, what must we do to be saved?"  But pride and arrogance

kept them following the wrong paths even when it was proven that they and their system

were wrong.

It is not the first time religious men refused to change even when they were proven

wrong.  Instead they stubbornly clung to their dead religion in order to avoid losing their

places of power and honor.

May God help us never to be too proud to listen and to obey God the Holy Spirit when He

speaks to us.

You and I need to humbly submit to God's direction.  We need to accept the entire Bible

as the inspired, infallible very words of God.  It is not up to us to pass judgment on God's

Holy Word or on God's Spirit's moving in our lives.  God has never asked for our opinion as

to the commands and the veracity of His Holy Word.  He only asks us to believe and obey.

Samuel told Saul,  Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in

obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken

than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft , and stubbornness is as
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iniquity and idolatry5

These guys knew that scripture, but they didn't apply it to their lives.  They continued to

resist and rebel.

How you and I need to pray for a heart that is soft and responsive to God's Word and to

God's Spirit.  How we need to examine our hearts to be sure there is no rebellion or

disobedience.  How we need to deal with disobedience and rebellion if we find them in our

lives.  God does not look lightly on our rebellion or refusal to obey His Word and His Spirit.

These men were in quite a tight spot.  Peter and John could not be charged with breaking

a law by healing the cripple.

Their action had made them popular heroes.

The crowd would have the council's head if they prosecuted them.

On the other hand, they felt they could not set them at liberty to continue teaching.  It's a

classic case of being wrong and making every effort to continue in their wrong way.

The action they took was a confession of their own impotence.

They dismissed the two men, but threatened them with serious consequences if they

continued to teach.

It is striking that on this or any other occasion the authorities did not make a serious effort

to disprove the apostles' central affirmation—the resurrection of Jesus.  If they would have

had evidence to disprove the resurrection, they would have immediately presented it and

stopped this new movement in its tracks!

Remember these were the men who had paid the soldiers large sums of money to say the

disciples came and stole the body of Jesus while the soldiers were sleeping!

These men knew absolutely that the apostles teaching of the resurrection was true.  They

were unwilling to admit it.  Instead they clung to the lie of their now-dead religious system.

V 19 and 20 are amazing verses.

After being threatened not to teach anymore in Jesus' name, Peter said,

"You tell us.  Should we obey God or you?  But while you make up your minds let me say,

we cannot stop speaking about the things we have seen and heard?"

Two lessons from this:

                                                          
5The Holy Bible : King James Version. 1995 (Electronic edition of the 1769 edition of the
1611 Authorized Version.) (1 Sa 15:22). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems,
Inc.
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First: Would to God there were more people with this testimony.  Christians who are so in

love with Jesus that they can't stop speaking about what they have seen and heard.  Our

Christianity should be contagious.  Those who the Spirit arranges for us to come in contact

with should see and hear the wonderful things we have seen and heard from being with

Jesus and from following God's way.

Second:  While there is a place for the Christian to obey God rather than man, we'd better

be very sure the command of man we choose to disobey is definitely against God's law and

not simply something we choose to disobey because we don't like it.

It is possible for us to disobey man's law because it is not convenient or to our liking.  That

is disobedience to God's law which commands us to obey the laws of men unless they clearly

are contrary to God's law.

We aren't commanded to obey laws if it is convenient for us or if it meets our

expectations.  We are commanded to obey laws unless they are clearly against God's law.

The Christian only has the right of civil disobedience if one of God's laws would be

broken by following man's law.

v 21 says when they had further threatened them they let them go.

This is the only place in the NT where this compound verb occurs.  It means they added

more threats to those already given.

Threatening is the way some people settle an argument when they have no reasonable

answer.

Lessons:

1. Religion is man-made.

Christianity is a relationship.

We must always be sure we are pursuing the relationship with Christ, not simply a man-

made religious system.

2. Never put God in a box.

These guys were convinced that they were right and Jesus could not be God.

They didn't allow God to be God.  Do we?
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3. Be sensitive to and open to being filled and used by God the Holy Spirit.

A. It's His power we move in.

B. We need to obey His voice when He asks us to make a step or a change.

C. It's never about us; it's about Him.

4. Have we been with Jesus?

Does it show in our walk?

Can we keep from talking about the good things we have seen and heard?

5. These men feared; do we fear to:

• Support true men and movements of God

• Rock the boat, challenge the status quo

• To do the right thing

6. Leaders must not seek:

Position

Recognition

Riches

Influence

Authority

…But must seek to serve.

7. Are boldness and power in our lives?

…the evidence that we have been with Jesus.

8. How can believers keep silent about Christ and His glorious salvation?
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Can you?

Several weeks after Lee's surrender in 1865, President Abraham Lincoln journeyed to

Richmond.  His Secretary of War argued strenuously against the trip, fearing an assassination

attempt, but Lincoln went anyway.

When the president disembarked on the riverbank, a group of Negroes recognized him

from wartime pictures.  They began to shout and bow, and a group of them knelt to kiss his

black shoes.  The president said sharply, "Don't knee to me.  This is not right.  You must

kneel to God only, and thank Him for the liberty you will hereafter enjoy.  I am but God's

humble instrument.  But you may rest assured that as long as I live, no one shall put a

shackle to your limbs, and you shall have all the rights which God has given to every other

free citizen of this republic".

The president was to live for only a short time after uttering those words.

His words "I am but God's humble instrument" should be our motto as we serve in God's

kingdom.

The Beacon Bible Commentary closes the comments on these verse this way:

As a physician, Luke records the facts that the man who had been healed

was above forty years old.  This was what made the miracle all the more

amazing.  Presumably a man crippled from birth would after forty years be an

absolutely impossible case.  But the power of God is unlimited.  He can also

save a sinner who has been shackled in the depths of depravity for forty years,

though sociologists might dismiss his case as hopeless.
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