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Acts 1:1-14

Today we would like to look at Acts ch. 1, vv. 1-14 and draw some introductory

remarks about the Book of Acts and then draw some practical lessons for us from

the passage.

First, a brief

Introduction to the Book of Acts

The news of the gospel was "infectious." In a hostile world that was dead-set

against it, it flourished and spread. In less than 35 years the gospel had

penetrated from Jerusalem to Rome. It had reached into the royal palace and it

influenced the ordinary man of the street.

Luke wrote the two-volume set of Luke-Acts in order to inform Theophilus of

Jesus' ministry and the spread of the gospel under the Holy Spirit's guidance after

Jesus' ascension.

Jesus had told his disciples to go and "make disciples of all nations".

The Book of Acts is the account of how they did that.

It is also our call to continue to spread the "good news" to all of our world.

Luke was a very careful author and historian. His accuracy and historicity have

been questioned by liberal skeptics. His writings have been substantiated by

archaeology and historical research. Luke was a historian of the first rank—

Luke was a physician, apparently a gentile— only one to write a NT book. There

are several "we" sections in the Book of Acts which show us that Luke had joined

Paul as his companion and is writing in the first person.

The book was written appo. 62 AD. There are several reasons to believe this:

There is no mention of the destruction of Jerusalem which occurred in 70 AD.

The very abrupt ending of the book has led scholars to think it was written before
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or very shortly after Paul's death. Acts 28:30 has Paul in Rome in his own rented

house, probably about AD 60. It seems incredible that Luke would not have

mentioned Paul's death if it had occurred.

No mention of Nero's persecution following the fire in Rome in AD 64.

So it was probably written between 60 AD— 64 AD.

Let's talk about Theophulis.

What do we know about him?

Apparently:

A young believer... Needed to have his faith confirmed, strengthened.

Luke reviewed the facts about Jesus' life, death, resurrection—

Great recipe for discipleship! New converts need to be instructed about Jesus'

life, death, resurrection.

He was probably a gentile.

Theophulis may have wondered what part he, a gentile, had in this Jewish

religion.

Luke addresses Theophulis as "Most excellent" (Your Excellency).

This was a title which would have been given to a high Roman government

official.

3 possibilities:

1. Not a real name...Theos="God", Philein="to love"— Perhaps written to a

lover of God who was not named for safety's sake— It was not good for

one's health to be known as a Christian in the first century.

2. High government official— Possibly to persuade not to persecute the

Christian church

3. Many doctors in the first century were slaves. Luke may have been a

slave who caused owner to be healed— In gratitude he may have given

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


3
Luke his freedom. Luke, to show his gratitude, sent the most precious

gift he had— the story of Jesus.

It would seem Theophilus was a man who sought to grow and mature in the

Lord. Two of the greatest books ever written were written to him, apparently

because of his deep hunger to know and learn about the Lord!

What a legacy— A man who hungered after the things of the Lord!

What a challenge for us. How deep is our hunger for God's Word?

In Luke, Theophilus is addressed as "most excellent". In Acts, Theophilus is not

given this title.

3 possibilities for this are:

1. Since the writing of Luke, Theophilus and Luke may have become close

personal friends/first name basis.

2. Theophilus may have been retired or removed from Roman office.

3. Perhaps Theophilus had grown in love and humility and did not wish the

title to be used to describe him.

Lesson... love/humility for us so needed by the world today.

May have been a "seeker" checking out the claims of Christ.

May have been a "convert" of Luke.

May have paid for the publication and distribution of Luke-Acts.

The title "The Acts of the Apostles" was not part of the original— (2nd century)

nor is it descriptive of the work. Acts deals principally with Peter and Paul.

The 11 disciples are mentioned once (1:13), in our text passage.

Judas and Matthias twice,

John 5X.
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Let's look now at

Acts 1:1-14

Luke begins his account with the words

vv. 1-2..."the former treatise" (Gospel of Luke)

v. 1..."...of all that Jesus began both to do and teach..."

--Simple statement that says volumes. Jesus' deeds backed up his teaching. So

important for our lives to back up our words.

Jesus Christ's ministry began with his work/teaching— It continued through his

life. It continued till "he was taken up" (v. 2).

What a lesson for us— Never a retirement for Christian service and witnessing.

Believer should use his gifts till he enters heaven.

The world desperately needs the good new of the gospel which only we can give

it.

V. 2 tells us that Jesus gave commandments "through the Holy Ghost".

While on Earth,

in flesh,

Christ dependant on Holy Spirit.

Surrendered to Spirit, made self available to the Spirit.

If Christ did this, how much more do we need to do it.

How we need to yield to him.

v. 2..."unto the apostles whom he had chosen"
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What an incredible privilege to have been chosen by Jesus. Mark 3:14 is a very

arresting verse: "And he ordained twelve that they might be with him..."

So important for disciple to have a mentor. These guys were responsible for

Christian church. They were the human agents through which Christ was going to

found his church. Of course Christ could have done it without them, but these

guys were chosen by him to carry on his work. Christ concentrated on them.

Poured his life into them. Spent time teaching by word and example. Disciples

would have to be absolutely convinced of the truth of resurrection.

v.3..."many infallible proofs"

It was absolutely essential that the disciples be convinced of the fact of the

resurrection...over a period of 40 days between his passion and his resurrection.

Jesus had been showing unmistakable signs of his resurrection.

No one would seriously doubt he was alive.

Appeared to:

1. He appeared to Mary Magdalene (Mk. 16:9-11; Jn. 20:11-18).

2. He appeared to the women running to tell the disciples about the

empty tomb (Mt. 28:8-10).

3. He appeared to Peter, probably to assure him of his restoration (Lk.

24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5).

4. He appeared to the two Emmaus disciples sometime in the early

evening (Mk. 16:12; Lk. 24:13-42).

5. He appeared to the disciples with Thomas absent (Mk. 16:14; Lk 24:36-

43; Jn. 20:19-25).

6. He appeared 8 days later with Thomas present (Jn. 20:26).

7. One week later, He appeared to the disciples who had gone fishing (Jn.

20).
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8. He appeared to 500 believers (1 Cor. 15:6).

9. He appeared to the apostles (Mt. 28:16-20; Mk. 16:15-18).

10. He appeared to James, the Lord's half-brother (1 Cor. 15:7).

11. He appeared to the believers at His ascension (Mk. 16:19-20; Lk. 24:44-

53; Acts 1:3-12).

It should be remembered that since Jesus' ascension He has appeared at

least two other times.

1. He appeared to Stephen at his martyrdom (Acts 7:55-56).

2. He appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:3f).

Showed nail prints in his hands/feet.

He ate for them.

He allowed them to touch him.

This is very important historically because when the gospels were written many

of these people were still alive. If what they said about the resurrection had not

been true, they could have raised their hands and said, "Wait a minute, I was

there—The body was in the tomb." No one did that, not even his enemies. The

disciples and eyewitnesses were absolutely convinced of the fact of Christ's

resurrection. The tomb was empty. The body was gone.

v. 3..."Kingdom of God"

We so often tend to fill it with spiritual significance— Kingdom of God/heaven,

simply refers to God's plan and purpose with men on Earth— God's sovereign rule

includes the church, the gospel, Christ's work, the future kingdom when Christ will

reign.

all proofs that he was real

and that he had risen
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"Kingdom of God"

—God's kingly rule or sovereignty

More than 100 references in gospels.

...like:

Farmer (Matt. 13:24)

Seed (Matt. 13:31)

Yeast (Matt. 13:33)

Treasure (Matt. 13:44)

Pearl Merchant (Matt. 13:45)

Fishnet (Matt. 13:47)

Employer (Matt. 20:1)

King inviting people to a wedding feast (Matt. 22:2)

10 virgins (Matt. 25:1)

Kingdom of God

Kingdom of Heaven

Not geographic— No land/nation

Not political

Not strictly the disciples/church.

God's ruling— The sovereign hand of God

Not people's job to build it

God will build it, people may enter it.

People can, and should do at least 4 things about the Kingdom of God:

same words used interchangeably in the NT
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1. Make the kingdom their priority and seek it ahead of everything else

(Parable of Pearl of Great Price).

2. Repent and believe the good news of the kingdom (Like little children).

3. Pray for God's rule to come soon.

"Thy kingdom come."

4. Be ready when the kingdom does finally come (Matt. 25:1-46).

God's kingdom is offered to everyone.

v. 4..."wait for the promise of the Father"

10 days till Pentecost, 50 days after resurrection.

How impatient we are so often. Many times we learn lessons in God's waiting

room which would come in no other way— Need to learn to wait on the Lord— Not

rush ahead without his direction/blessing— Need to move when he says move—

Wait when he says wait.

v. 4..."promise of the Father"

Holy Spirit

Joel 2:28..." “It will come about after this
That I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind;
And your sons and daughters will prophesy,
Your old men will dream dreams,
Your young men will see visions.1

John 14:16... “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;
17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but
you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.2

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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v. 5...John's baptism— repentance

Only Jesus could baptize people with (in) the Holy Spirit.

Baptism mentioned many times in the Bible.

1 Cor. 12:13...All Christians have been baptized by one sprit...Into one body.

v. 6..."Will you restore again the kingdom to Israel?"

Still looking for earthly kingdom/rule.

v. 7...Jesus did not answer the question, but he promised them something far

more precious. Disciples had always been interested in power/politics—did not

understand that in Christ's kingdom the path to greatness is through

servanthood—Do we? It's our nature to want the important places—to shun the

role of servant. We need to guard against this tendency.

In v. 8 he promised them not an earthly kingdom, but "power".

Denemos— Dynamite...raw power

--Not political, but spiritual.

Jesus had been anointed with the power of the Holy Spirit at his baptism. Now

the disciples would share in this power. When Jesus gives a task, he also gives the

power.

Power for what? Witnessing

Jesus came to bear witness of the Father. Now the disciples would bear witness

to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

In v. 8 he tells them a"where" they were to "witness":

Jerusalem Where they are
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Judea,

Samaria

Uttermost parts of the earth...The whole known world—

Outline of Book of Acts:

Jerusalem...chapters 1-7

Judea/Samaria...chapters 8-12

Uttermost parts of the earth...13-28

In chapters 1-7 we see:

the ascension,

the choosing of Matthias to replace Judas,

the coming of the Holy Spirit,

Peter's sermon,

3,000 people added to the church,

the healing of the lame man,

the arrest of Peter and John,

the death of Ananias and Sapphria,

choosing of the 7 deacons,

and the death of Stephen.

--all in Jerusalem.

In chapter 8-12 we see:

Saul persecuting the church,

the conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch,

the conversion and baptism of Saul,

the conversion of Cornelius

The areas surrounding them
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along with Peter's vision,

Herod's persecution of the church,

and Peter's imprisonment and release by an angel.

--All in the areas surrounding Jerusalem.

And then in chapters 13 to the end of the book we see the expansion of the

gospel to the known world through the efforts of the great Apostle Paul and his

helpers.

Should be our battle plan.

We will never be foreign missionaries if we do not share the gospel with those

around us—

(Jerusalem) Work—School—Daily influence

(Judea

Samaria)

(Uttermost Going or supporting missionaries

parts)

This power was poured out on the Christian church.

Today that power can be counterfeited by us unless we are completely yielded

to the Holy Spirit.

That power must always be exercised in truth, love and with an understanding

of his authority.

We must never seek to manipulate that power for human purposes or personal

advantage.

This power is manifested in an abiding ministry of spiritual fruitfulness.

It is easy to display a momentary demonstration of power. Spirit-led power is

demonstrated by a lifetime of spiritual fruitfulness.

Wider circle of lives touched

Vacations—Travel—Correspondence--Restaurants
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The power of the Spirit must always be used in a way that will benefit the

church, not selfish ambitions.

The power of the Spirit shows us how to succeed when others fail. Many were

discouraged after the crucifixion of Christ. But God used it to empower the

church. Today we should ask God to give us His Spirit's power for all of our

teaching, preaching, counseling, prayers and evangelism. A humble gift that is used

is worth more than a great gift that is not used.

Jesus' power was given to the apostles in at least three areas:

1st, Power to accurately recall all that Jesus taught them during his public

ministry and additional truths they would need.

This promise still applies to us today.

John 14:26... “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach

you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you."3

John 16:13-15... “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He
will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what
is to come.
14 “He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.
15 “All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to

you."4

2nd, Power to perform signs/wonders to confirm the message of Christ.

This power was especially given to the early church, but we must be careful that

we do not "limit" God's power by saying it cannot happen today.

3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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3rd, The working of Holy Spirit on the hearts of the hearers of the gospel to

convict of sin and their need of a savior.

This promise still applies to us today and is very important in our work of

evangelism.

vv. 9-11..."Ascension"

An act of finality to signify the end of resurrection appearances,

A return to his former glory which he had with Father before world began.

The Hebrew writer tells us that Jesus is even now sitting on the right hand of

God the Father interceding for us. What a blessing for us as Christians.

v. 10..."two men"

Probably angels—

Promise of Christ's return in like manner, in the same way.

Visible, in clouds, actual, personal

This "same" Jesus—not another

Unexpected, glorious

Jesus is not concerned with our knowing the time of his coming, but in our

working, watching, and being ready for his coming.

v. 12...Olivet

Low hills east of the city overlooking the temple precinct.

Sabbath day's journey—appo. 4000', appo. ¾ mile.
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v. 14 "These all continued..."

Did not abandon faith, continued to believe

"one accord"...unity so important for Body of Christ.

Not necessarily uniformity, but unity in love around our belief in Christ and the

core teachings of his word—"prayer" (continued in)

In closing I'd like to quote from the Standard Lesson Commentary 2000-2001.

"Quote"

While none of us can be witnesses of the resurrection as the

apostles could, each of us can give a testimony for Jesus in other

ways. We can share with those who do not know Jesus the good news

based on the apostles' witness. We can also share how Jesus has

changed our lives and given us new hope and joy in His grace and

forgiveness. We can show how Jesus can change a person's character

to become like His own by demonstrating the fruit of the Spirit.

What all of this comes down to is this: we witness of Christ

through the total commitment of our lives to serve Him and further

His kingdom wherever we are. It is interesting that by the end of the

New Testament, the word for "witness" had taken on an additional

meaning: it described a person willing to give up his life for his faith

in Jesus (Revelation 2:13). This has come into our language as the

word "martyr"—one whose witness to Jesus is signed in blood.

Whether or not we are called to give testimony in this way, may

we all be faithful witnesses of Jesus as we await His return.
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"End of quotation"

Mummerts 3-01
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