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l. Introduction

1. Someancientinscriptionswhich confirm the Bible Text
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. Babylonian...Gen. 14:1
. Moabite Stone

Cyrus Cylinder

. Tyler Prism
. Israel Stele

Black Obelisk

. Nebuchadnezzar
. Nabonious/Belshazzar/Daniel
Archaed ogy illuminates a text...2 Cor. 2:17

3. Does Archaeol agy "prove" the Bible?

A.

Confirms the Bible

4. Book of Mormon

A.
B.

C.

Quotes

How much archaed ogy?
Letters

(1)  Columbia University
(2) Smithsonian Institute

5. Minimalist vs. Maximalist

A.

Quotes from BAR

6. Definition

A.

Archaeadgy- A study of the past based upon therecovery, examination and
explanation of thematerial remains of human life, thought andactivity; coordinated
with availableinformation concerning theancient environment. Biblical
archaeol ogy searches for correlation between excavated items and Bible events,
people and teachings. Excavateditems include remains of buildings, cities, graves,
inscriptions, papyri, clay tablets and ostraca.

7. Tels
8. Glossary

A. Acropolis: Citadel or highest elevation of a city. Often thesetting for the city's most
striking temples and other public structures.

B. Agora: In Greek cities,an open market or square for publicaffairs, corresponding to
the Roman forum

C. Artifact: Any material objectaltered by human intervention for some purpose;a
stone or metal knife, clay formedand fired toa figurine, coin,and soon.

D. Basalt: Akind of dense, greenish, dark gray or brownish-black igneousval canic
rock. Much basaltisfoundin themountains of Galilee.

E. Basilica: An elongatedrectangular building with a central naveand sideaisles.
Roman basilicas served as businessand legal buildings.

F. Bedouin: Tribal nomadicArabs that inhabit the desertregionsin theNear and
Middle East. Members of the Ta'amireh tribewere responsible for discovering many
of the Dead Sea Scrdlsas well as other archaeol ogi cal artifacts from tombsin the
West Bankand Jordan.

G. Bema: A speaker’s raised platform, often usedas a place of judgement. itisusedin
thisway intheNew Testamentfor the place of the believer's final judgement (Greek,
"the bema-seat of Christ"—2 Corinthians5:10)

H. Bulla (Bullae): Seal impression stamped on alump of clay or other plastic

material,usedin antiquity toseal documents.
Capital: The topmost section or member of a classical cdumn or pilaster.
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J. Casemate: A room builtwithin a defensive wall. A casemate wall is a double wall
with a row of casemates between its outer and inner faces;a double wall with
partitioned compartments, sometimes used for storage or dwellings.

K. Ceramic Typol ogy: The observation of changing patterns or forms in ancient
ceramic pottery, used to establish chronad ogical sequencein dating.

L. Codex (Codices): Ancientmanuscript(s) boundin theform ofa book (especially a
Bible) rather than a scrall; book of laws in the Byzantine period.

M. Cuneiform Script: The wedge-shapedwriting originally devel oped from about
3000 BCby the Sumerians in southern Iraqtowrite on clay tablets. It was later
adapted for writing a number of other languages (Sumerian, Hurrian, Uratian,

Hittite, Elamite, Ugaritic, and most notably Akkadian), spoken by the earliest
Semeticinhabitants of Irag, and then used as the international diplomatic language
until superseded by Aramaicunder the Persian Empire. AtRas Shamra (Ugarit) it
was specially modified towritethelocal language in a wedge-shaped alphabet.
Cuneiform waswritten by pressing the end of a flat stylus, or stick, intomaist clay
tablets. This producedwedge-shapedim pressions,since the writer tended to press
his stylus harder on one side.

. Cursive: Rapid, handwritten form of a script.

Cylinder Seal: Cylinder (usually of stone) carved with figures, designs, or writing;
when the seal isrdled ontoa softsubstance, a continuous band of reliefis imprinted;
a typical Mesopotamian object, usually pierced for suspension.

P. Forum (Fora): In Raoman cities, an open square for publicaffairs; marketplace. In

Greek citiesitwas known as the agora.

Q. In Situ (Literally, "at thesite," "in place™): Used todesignate the precise positionin
which artifacts and architectural fragments were originally found.

R. Lachish Letters: Ostraca inscribedin Hebrew, found at Lachish,and dated tothe
last days of Judah. The ostraca contain importantinformation about this period.

S. Maximalist (Biblical): A biblical schdar who gives maximum authority tothe
biblical textas a source for historical and factual information about the past.

Minimalist (Biblical): A biblical schdar whominimalizes the biblical textasan
authoritative sourcefor reliable historical and factual information aboutthe past.

. Migveh (Migvaot) (Hebrew "ritual bath™): Facility for Jewish ritual bathing,
either public or in a privatehome.

Ossuatry: A bax,urn, or other receptaclefor the bones of the dead after theflesh has
decayed (secondary burial).

. Ostracon (Ostraca): Greekfor "potsherd";used by archaed ogist to describeany
fragment of pottery, bone, or wood thathas writing on it. Because papyrus was
expensive, ostraca were commonly usedin Egypt and Palestine for everyday writing
purposesin thelocal cursive scripts, butnot the cuneiform script.

X. Papyrus (Papyri): A writing material or paper made from the papyrusreed
growing in theNile River. Widely used in ancienttimes.

Y. Parchment: Refers towriting paper that, in ancient times, was made from animal
skins or vellum.

Z. Potsherds: Broken pieces of ceramic pottery foundin excavations. It's typically the
mostabundantly preserved evidence in archaeol ogical remains.

AA. Stele (Stelai): an upright slab or stone pillar usedfor inscriptions, reliefs, and
tombstones. Stelai serveda variety of purpaosesin the ancient world: as funerary
monument,as monuments conmemorating royal victories,andfor dedications to
gods.

AB. Stoa: A long, coveredwalk or hall with columnsin front; a cd onnade or portico;
Greek freestanding building, usually onestory high, consisting of a long rear wall and
a row of columnsin front bearing a sloping roof.

AC. Stratification: The layers ofa mound created by successive destructions;
superimposed occu pational layersas they areuncoveredin excavation.

AD. Stratigraphy: The process of observing, interpreting, and recording thelayers of
amound created by successive destructions. Thisis one of the major interpretative
principles of fieldarchaed agy borrowed from gedagy. It depends on the factthat
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where one deposit of debris overlies another,theupper must have accumulated after
thelower, since the latter could nothave been inserted beneath it. In practice there
arenumerous modifications to this general rule, for many acts of nature, from
earthquakes to burrowing animals, will disturbany orderly sequence of depositsas
will interference by man (pits, graves,fills, foundation trenches, and soon). Itis the
modern archaed ogist's main purpose to distinguish one deposit from another by its
texture, cdor, or contents (which may of courseincludeintruders from other levels),
and todraw diagrams (sections) of a site's stratigraphy so that others may check the
interpretation. The various layers of debris sorecognized areconventionally called
either levels or strata.

AE. Stratum (Strata): A layer of sail containing artifacts and debris representing a
particular timeand cultureata site; the combination of all I cci bel onging toone
construction, habitation,and destruction cycle, representing onehistorical and
cultural period of habitation at a site;usually distinguished from onean other by
differencesin soil makeup, architecture, artifacts,and soon.

AF. Tell (Tel): TheArabic word (with one | in Hebrew)usedin reference tothe
unnatural mounds created by therepeated destruction and rebuilding of ancient
citiesandvillages on thesame site. The world isnow usedin mastlanguages for such
mounds throughout theNear East. This same wordappearsin the Hebrew text of
Joshua 11:13: "“cities that stood on their tells."

I1.  Ancient languages unlocked

1. Rosetta Stone

A. Napoleon

B. Champadlion

C. Languages
1. Hieragly phs
2. Egpytian
3. Greek

D. Unlocked the Egyptian Hieroglyphic
2. Behistun Rock

A. Location

B. Rawlinson

1.Great danger

C. Unlocked Assyrian /Babylonian

I11. Herod the Builder

Masada
Herodium
Caesarea
Jerusalem
A. Temple
5. Machaerus

PNk

IV. Capernaum

Location
Synagogue
Peter'shouse
Magdala

PNk

V. Chorazin

1. Synagogue
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A. Moses' seat

V1. Dan
VIl. Hezekiah
VII1. Lachish

IX. Inscriptions with Biblenames

X. Misc.
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