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Bartimaeus

Jesus and his disciples were on their final journey to Jerusalem. As was

customary with a rabbi and his disciples he was teaching them as they walked. He
had told them that when they reached Jerusalem the religious leaders would arrest
him, persecute him, hang him on a cross and kill him.

They had hoped he would be an earthly, political leader who would set up a

powerful kingdom that would throw out the Romans who occupied their land.
Rome ruled the world. The Roman heel tramped the streets and roads of

Palestine. The Jews hated the Romans and fervently hoped and prayed for a
powerful Messiah who would crush the Romans and set up a powerful Jewish

kingdom. Many of them thought that Jesus was that Messiah.
Now Jesus was talking about dying on a cross. About being persecuted. The

disciples didn't understand.
To show how dimly they understood Jesus' words, right before the events in

today's text, two of the disciples, James and John, had come to Jesus asking for
positions of power in the expected kingdom. Calling the disciples to him, Jesus
patiently explained it to them again.

"Guys, you simply don't get it do you? You are looking for power, position,

prestige, glory. In my kingdom the path to glory is through servant-hood. I have
not come to be served but to serve, to give my life a ransom for many."

As the disciples gloomily contemplated these words they approached the
ancient city of Jericho. Jericho is located in the Jordan River Valley appo. 6 miles

north of the Dead Sea. It is appo. 15 miles northwest of the city of Jerusalem. It is
extremely old. Many believe it is the oldest city in the world. The earliest period of
occupation was around 9000 BC. It is known as a "city of palm trees" with a
tropical climate and vegetation. Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River near the

city. His temptation probably took place on a mountain west of the city.
Because of the tropical climate and beautiful vegetation of Jericho, King Herod

built a magnificent winter capitol at Jericho. There were magnificent palaces,
guest houses, a swimming pool and a sunken garden. Jericho in Jesus' time was

home to many of the priests and Levites who served at the temple. They lived
there when they were off-duty from their temple duties. Because of the large
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number of priests in Jesus' time, the average priest only served in the temple
about 6-8 weeks a year.

Jericho was also a temporary stopover point for pilgrims going up to Jerusalem
to the Passover. So as Jesus' little group moved along, the streets were crowded
with travelers and bystanders. The people crowded around Jesus and hung on
every word he said.

In the bustle of activity no one noticed the beggars sitting by the road. Beggars
were a frequent sight in Jesus' day. They were a poor lot, depending on the charity
of passersby to eke out a very meager living. It was bad enough to be a beggar,
but to be a blind beggar was worse. Bartimaeus was dependent on others for

everything. Someone brought him to this begging spot in the morning. Someone
dropped coins in his beggar's cup. Someone brought him lunch. Someone took
him home at night. There were no welfare systems, no SSI disability checks. He
lived on what he got in his beggar's cup.

Blind people are often very perceptive, and as Bartimaeus sat by the wayside he
sensed something was different. Tugging at the robe of a pilgrim he demanded
who was passing by. When he learned that it was Jesus he trembled with hope and
longing. Even here in Jericho he had heard about this man who healed sick bodies,

raised dead men and opened blind eyes.
If only he could talk to him, he was sure he could be healed. Bartimaeus

listened intently. If only he knew exactly where Jesus was. And as these thoughts
tumbled through his mind he began to call loudly, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy

on me!"
The crowd was distracted by the pitiful cries and angrily ordered the beggar to

stop bothering the teacher and be quiet. With a courage born of desperation,
Bartimaeus redoubled his efforts 'til it became impossible for Christ to be heard.

Jesus stood still and commanded the beggar to be brought to him. Immediately
the fickle crowd changed its tune. Before they had chided Bartimaeus and tried to
quiet him. But now they said, "Come, get up, He is calling you."

Bartimaeus leaped to his feet, tossed aside his outer cloak and groped his way

to Jesus. Then Jesus asked what to us seems like a strange question. The man was
blind. He had been blind for years. It was obvious what he wanted. But Jesus, to
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increase his faith and to have him ask for himself, said quietly, "What do you
want?"

Bartimaeus answered, "Lord, I would like to be able to see!"
Jesus, sensing his great faith, said, "Your faith has made you well," and healed

him. Our account ends by telling us two things.…Bartimaeus began to follow
Christ and the people who had seen the miracle gave God glory and praise for it.

I'd like to draw our attention tonight to several lessons we can learn from this
interesting little account.

1. First I'd like us to notice that Jesus Knew he was going to die. He had told his

disciples several times that at Jerusalem he would be put to death. The Bible tells
us, "It is appointed unto men once to die but after this the judgement."

In a world filled with uncertainty and surprise one fact stands out with stark
reality—Every person in this room will some day stand before a holy God and give

account of the things he has done in this life.
The apostle Paul writes in 2 Cor. 5:10—
For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ; that everyone may

receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be

good or bad.
Heb. 9:27 says—
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgement:
On that judgement day there will be only one question that has any importance

to us. It will be— What did you do with Jesus Christ?
During World War 2 a group of soldiers were being entertained in England. At

the close of the program one of them, acting as spokesman, said to the
entertainers, "I want to tell you how very much we appreciate this party and this

entertainment. But tomorrow we go to France and to the trenches. Is there
anybody here who can tell us how to die?"

2. Next I'd like us to notice that Bartimaeus was a nobody. In the world of the 1st

century blind beggars were very low on the social ladder. They were very
insignigicant. You know, God has made many of us with an interesting quirk. Most
of us tend to underrate ourselves and it's certainly true that most of us aren't very
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rich, or famous or powerful. But the glorious fact of this text is that just as Jesus
healed Bartimaeus, so he will help and heal every sin-sick soul who puts his faith in

him today. Each of us is very important in God's sight. He loves us and will help us
if we turn to him. No one who comes to Christ in faith will be turned away.

3. Look now at the fact that Bartimaeus was desperate. Bartimaeus knew Jesus

might never pass this way again. This might be his only chance for healing. He
knew no one else could help him.

The words used in the text that describe his crying are words that mean loud,
desperate, animal-like cries. Today until we realize how desperate our plight is,

how lost we are without him, we will not come to Jesus for help. The realities of
our desperate situation are clearly spelled out in Scripture:

First, we are told the bad news that we are all sinners. Paul writes in Rom. 3:10,

"As it is written, there is none righteous, no not one."
Rom. 3:23: "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

Second, we are told the bad news that God demands our death as payment for

our sins…
Rom. 5:12…"Wherefore, as by one man sin entered in to the world, and death

by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for all have sinned.
Rom. 6:23a…"For the wages of sin is death." So we see we are all sinners and

that sin has caused the death penalty to fall on us.

Third, we are told the glorious good news that Jesus Christ through his death
on the cross, paid for our sins.

Rom. 5:8…but God demonstrates his love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.

Rom. 6:23b…the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Fourth, we are told the good news that in order to apply Jesus' payment to our
account we need to accept it by faith.
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Rom. 10:9-10…That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and

shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be

saved, for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation."

If we by faith believe that Jesus died for us, accept him as Savior and seek his
forgiveness he will forgive our sins and give us eternal life. Salvation is free and it's

easy to accept. But it's not cheap! It cost the blood of God's son. Peter says, "You
were not redeemed with corruptible things like silver or gold, but with the precious
blood of Christ."

Oswald Chambers writes: "In Gethsemane the veil is drawn aside to reveal all it

cost Jesus to make it possible for us to become sons of God. The center of
salvation is the cross of Jesus, and the reason it is so easy to obtain salvation is
because it cost God so much." Salvation involves not only accepting Christ as
Savior but as Lord, master, sovereign and following him in obedience. Bringing our

lives into conformity with the Bible's teachings. Following Jesus as Lord is a life-
long commitment. If we refuse to accept Christ as Lord he will not come in as
Savior.

Dan Betzer says—"Jesus Christ calls us to a complete dedication of our lives and

wills to him and his service; anything else is neither Christian or eternal."
Note that not only was Bartimaeus desperate but he received healing.
As we mentioned before, unless we come face to face with the reality that there

is a holy God who is deeply offended by our sin, unless we see clearly our

desperately lost condition, without Christ, unless we cry for mercy and turn to God
for salvation we will not be helped.

But just as Bartimaeus was healed when he desperately cried to Christ, so today
we can receive salvation when we come to God in faith. Jesus says in john 3:16, "for

God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life."

If you have never made the wonderful discovery of knowing Jesus as your
Savior, he stands with open arms ready to give you eternal life.

4. Note now that Bartimaeus had faith. In using the words, "Jesus, son of David,"
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he was acknowledging that Jesus was Messiah, the divine Son of God. Only a divine
person could do the things Christ was doing. Bartimaeus could only receive healing

by placing his faith in him.
It's important for us to know that there is no other way to obtain salvation

than through faith in Jesus Christ. The Bible says—"Neither is there salvation in
any other. For there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby

we must be saved." -Acts 4:12
A striking example of "faith" occurred during the Korean War. General Omar

Bradley was Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the American Armed Services.
Colonel Bo Bottomly was secretary of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. You may remember

that a division of American Marines was surrounded by the North Koreans at the
38th parallel close to To Ya Loo. It looked like a significant defeat and slaughter of
the Marines could not be avoided.

The whole world was watching Washington.

Washington was watching the Pentagon.
The Pentagon was watching Omar Bradley.
Colonel Bottomly had some important papers that had to be signed by General

Bradley. The papers had to be signed by 4:30. Bo rushed over to Bradley's office

and was told by his secretary that the General was not seeing any visitors.
It was 4:15 and Bo was desperate. Going to the door of Bradley's office he

knocked. He heard a muffled voice say, "Come in." He went in/looked at the
general's big desk. He wasn't there. Then he looked over to a couch at the side of

the room. General Omar Bradley, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the
United States was on his knees in prayer. He said to Bo, "Come in son, and kneel
down with me. We are going to pray together."

At 5:30 that afternoon the Marines broke through to safety. The news media

called it a "fighting miracle". But two men knew better. While the world's eyes
were focused on the Pentagon Bradley and Bottomly had focused, in faith, on the
Prince of Peace and he had worked a miracle. He can work a miracle in your life
today if you turn to him in faith believing.

5. Note now the fickle crowd. Moments before they had been snarling at
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Bartimaeus to be quiet. Now Jesus called him and they said, "Look, he is calling for
you." Today we need to know that many people around us will be very fickle. They

will try to influence us not to come to Jesus for salvation. They will do all in their
power to distract us from living for Christ once we have accepted him. We need to
realize that our eternal destiny is more important than anything else in this world.
More important than friends, wealth or position. If you allow fickle friends to do it

they can distract you from the most important decision of your life. Throw off
your reservations if you are here tonight without Christ. Don't let friends stand in
your way. Come to Christ as you are. Receive pardon and salvation.

6. Also note how Bartimaeus tossed aside his coat. It was in his way and hindered
his coming to Jesus. When we come to Jesus for salvation we need to lay aside
things in our lives that would hinder our fellowship with him. We need to clean up
our sinful lifestyles, and with his help live our lives in a way that will bring honor

and glory to him. This isn't a very popular teaching today, but friend, if anyone
tells you you can accept Christ as Savior without changing your sinful lifestyle, he
is lying to you. Jesus wants to be our Savior but he will not be our Savior if we
don't also crown him Lord of our life and live in obedience to him.

7. Note now Christ's compassion for the disadvantaged. All through Jesus'
ministry we see him healing sick people, curing blind and lame people and raising
the dead.

Today Jesus looks with compassion on you if you have never received salvation
through his blood. He sees you as you truly are. Wretched, blind, and undone by
your sin. His heart yearns with compassion for you. He is knocking on your heart's
door. He longs to come in. You must open the door. You do that by coming to

him in confession and repentance, accepting his payment for your sin and inviting
him to come into your life.

8. Note that Bartimaeus and those around him glorified God. As

Christians, our main purpose for being is to bring glory to God. When we come to
God in faith, accepting his salvation, we are forgiven, cleansed, loved and renewed.
We glorify God because of what he has done for and in us. When others see the
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change he makes in our lives it will cause them to bring honor and glory to the
God that we serve.

9. Note that Bartimaeus "felt his need". He realized that he was helpless without
Christ's healing. He felt his need and cried out for healing.

Today there are many who are blinded by sin. Their spiritual eyes are closed to

God and his truth. They refuse to call out for salvation and spiritual sight because
they don't feel their need. If you are here without Christ we encourage you to call
out to him for salvation before it is eternally too late.

10. Finally note that Bartimaeus would not be put off. Once he realized Jesus was
passing by he continued to call out 'til he got results.

When you realize that you are lost without Christ, that you are afraid to die
and afraid to go on living, you will call out to Jesus while his grace and salvation is

still available.

Steve Brown tells the story of a young college student who was sick and tired of
people talking to him about Jesus Christ. He was feeling very depressed and was

considering suicide. While he was thinking about it the college campus was overrun
with people from Campus Crusade for Christ.

These people were all over the campus telling people about Jesus Christ. The
troubled young student tried to avoid them. As he was walking through the

campus yard he ducked behind a tree to get away from one of them. As he got
behind the tree he realized there was one of them behind there already. After
listening to him witness about Jesus' love he was so mad and upset that he decided
to go into one of the rooms there on campus and end his life.

He went into the room, took out a gun and began to write a note. In the
providence of God two of the Christians from Campus Crusade took a shortcut
right through the room the young man was in. One of them was singing "What a
Friend we Have in Jesus". This infuriated the troubled young student. Grabbing

the gun he stuck it in the stomach of the Christian and said, "Go ahead and sing
dummy."

The Christian looked down, saw the gun and said, "Well praise the Lord."
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In that moment that troubled young student realized that this Christian had

prepared to meet his God. He had a paid-up policy in the life insurance company of

Salvation Through Faith in Jesus Christ. The premiums had been paid by the agent
and he was completely ready to meet his God. That testimony said more to that
student than any sermon would have been able to.

Friend, we live in a tough world today. There are many dangers that we face

every day. We do not know from moment to moment when we will be ushered into
eternity to stand before God.

In closing, I'd like to leave you with the question, "If you faced death tonight
would you be ready to stand before God?"

If you will
Agree with God that you are a sinner.
Put your faith in Christ as your only Savior
Ask him to forgive your sins and come into your life to guide you and direct

you, you can have salvation and enter into relationship with Jesus Christ.
Evidence of your new life in Christ will include:

A desire to read and study the Bible
A desire to fellowship with a Bible-believing church

A desire to follow him in obedience
A desire to work for him

If you are tired of your life without Christ and want a life of peace and joy in
spite of your troubles, come to Jesus tonight. He will never turn you away.

As we sing a hymn of invitation, if you aren't sure of your salvation stand or
come forward and we will have someone introduce you to Jesus Christ.

Many years ago I was chopping wood in my backyard. I heard a tremendous
racket. Looking up I saw a majestic hawk sail over my house roof. Clutched in its
talons was a terrified rat. The rat was screaming but the hawk continued unruffled

to a sand pit about ¼ mile away. There the hawk had supper.
That rat had carelessly exposed himself to the claws of the hawk and was

powerless to get free.
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If you have never accepted Christ as your savior, you are under Satan's

control. One day you will scream like that rat but you will not be able to get loose.

Satan will take you to eternal torment. Tonight there is still time. Break free from
Satan's clutches. Come to Jesus while you can stand or come forward as we sing.

Rocky Ridge 3/99
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