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Over 100 years ago, William Ramsay, a young English scholar, went to Asia

Minor with the expressed purpose of proving that the history given by Luke in his

gospel and in the Acts was inaccurate. His professors had confidently said that

Luke could not be right.

He began to dig in the ancient ruins of Greece and Asia Minor, testing for

ancient terms, boundaries, and other items which would be a dead giveaway if a

writer had been inventing this history at a later date as claimed. To his

amazement, he found that the New Testament Scriptures were accurate to the

tiniest detail. So convincing was the evidence that Ramsay himself became a

Christian and a great biblical scholar. We still look upon Sir William Ramsay's

books as being a classic as far as the history of the New Testament is concerned.

We would like to share with you tonight some thoughts and pictures about

Biblical Archaeology.

Archaeology is the science/discipline of uncovering ancient ruins and artifacts

to determine how ancient peoples lived.

Biblical Archaeology is the part of archaeology which is specifically aimed at

Bible lands, Bible people and the Bible record.

The Bible lists peoples, nations, races. It also lists places such as mountains,

cities and towns. Archaeologists can go to these sites and find remains and

inscriptions which verify and corroborate the Bible's account.

We need to understand that this is not true of the record in the Book of

Mormon. The Book of Mormon lists at least 28 major sites which should have left

archaeological remains. There has been absolutely no archaeological confirmation

of any of these sites. This is totally different in the field of biblical archaeology

where the ruins are literally confirming the Bible's record time and time again.

Walter Martin in his book The Kingdom of the Cults provides the following

quotes from the book of Mormon:
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Quote,

"The whole face of the land had become covered with buildings, and the people

were as numerous almost, as it were the sands of the sea." -Mormon 1:7

"Fine workmanship of wood, in buildings, and in machinery, and also in iron and

copper, and brass and steel, making all manners of tools..." -Jarom 1:8 and Nephi

5:15

"Grain, silks, cattle, oxen, cows, sheep, swine, goats, horses, asses, elephants."

-Ether 9:17-19

End of quotation

The Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC says this about the Book of

Mormon and its archaeological claims:

Quote,

"There is no correspondence whatever between archaeological sites and cultures

as revealed by scientific investigations, and as recorded in the Book of Mormon."

"It can be stated definitely that there is no connection between the archeology

of the New World and the subject matter of the Book of Mormon."

"I may say that thus far no iron, steel, brass, gold and silver coins, metal,

swords, breast plates, arm shields, armor, horses and chariots, or silk have ever

been found in pre-colonial archaeological sites...No actual elephants have been

found in any archaeological site."

End of quotation
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There is simply no archaeological evidence to support any of the claims in the

Book of Mormon.

While Biblical Archaeologists have made some exciting and dramatic discoveries

concerning God's Word, we must understand that archaeology never "proves" the

Bible. The Bible is God's Word, pure and without error. It stands as God's perfect

record to mankind. It requires no proof from the archaeologist's spade.

But it is totally exciting to see time and time again the archaeologist's spade

proving the skeptic wrong and absolutely confirming the Biblical text.

In the early part of the 19th century it became fashionable for scholars to cast

doubt on the historical accounts given in the Biblical texts. This liberal movement

began in Germany and spread across the entire world.

Scholars said, "The Bible's historical records are made up of myths, fables,

stories and accounts which were written 100s of years later and projected back to

the times they spoke about." ("redacted")

The critics said there never were any people called Hittites. The Bible depicted

them as a great nation. But there was no historical record so the liberals said they

never existed.

They said there never was a man named King David. The house of David was

simply a fabrication invented by Jewish storytellers. They said, "We don't know for

sure if Pilate was a real person." They said, "The customs and stories of the

patriarchs are myths."

Then around 1850 the stones began to "cry out". Archaeologists discovered

huge libraries containing 1000s of clay tablets which confirmed that the

patriarchal accounts were paralleled exactly by the pagan cultures in Bible lands.

100s of inscriptions and ruins were found proving that the Hittites were a

powerful people just as the Bible had said. Stones were found with Pilate's and

King David's names written on them. 100s/1000s of inscriptions have been found

confirming the Bible's account.
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Dr. William F. Albright, probably one of the world's leading archaeologists,

moved from a liberal, non-believing view of the Bible to a belief in the accuracy and

reliability of the biblical text based on his work in archaeology.

William Ramsay, mentioned in the opening, became a believer after studying the

evidence of archaeology.

Let's look at some evidences of the accuracy of Biblical texts in the field of

archaeology.

In Bible lands today there are 100s of mounds called tels. These tels are the

remains of ancient cities. In ancient times people tended to live in certain areas.

Places like the intersection of major trade routes. Places where good crop land

abounded. Places that could be defended well. And perhaps most important of all,

the presence of water.

When people found these places they tended to build and rebuild on them. Old

buildings were torn down and new ones built on the ruins. Wars and natural

disasters would level a town and then later it would be rebuilt. This resulted in a

cake-like mound with the oldest civilization on the bottom and the most recent at

the top. The job of the archaeologist is the dig through these layers and identify

the contents and assign dates to them.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


5

Tel-Dan...1 Kings 12:25-33

Dan in Bible times marked the northern-most city of

Israel. The phrase "from Dan to Beersheba" described the

northern and southern borders of the land.

Since 1966 Avraham Biran (Averham Biran) has been

excavating at Tel Dan. It is the longest-running excavation

at a single site—

Incredible discoveries have been made. The most

spectacular from an archaeologist's standpoint is a huge

mudbrick gateway complex consisting of two towers joined

by a completely intact mudbrick arch.

They have excavated half of the arch, but because of the

science of preserving mudbrick, which is exposed to air, is

not known, they left half of the arch and tower buried.

Biran has also found a huge, raised high place which he

thinks is the high place where Jereboam put one of the

golden calves to keep the Israelites from returning to

Jerusalem to worship.
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Capernaum...Opening Mark 2:1-12

Archaeologists have found the ruins of a magnificent
synagogue at Capernaum. Not the synagogue of Jesus' day,
but probably built on the same site.

They have also uncovered the remains of an octagonal
church. Under the ruins of the church they have found

what they think is the house of Peter.
It appears from the gospel accounts that Jesus stayed at

Capernaum. Many believe he lived at Peter's house.
Mark 1 says that after healing a man with an unclean

Jesus went into Peter's house and healed Peter's mother-in-

law.
Mark chapter 2 says, "When He had come back to Capernaum several

days afterward, it was heard that He was at home...." And then he healed
the paralytic who was lowered through the roof.

There is strong traditional evidence for the belief that

the house where the healing took place was Peter's.
Archaeologists think they have unearthed the remains of

this very house.
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