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Choices....2 Kings 5:20-27

On the evening of Dec. 8th, 1994, Edward and Joseph Seibor made a choice
which was to have lasting effects for them and many people in our community.

On that evening, the Seibors made a choice to burglarize the Hoover residence.

Their choice went horribly wrong. Before they left that evening our good friends
Phillip and Rachel Hoover were dead.

As a result of that choice Edward and Joseph Seibor have both been sentenced
to two life sentences with no possibility of parole.

Probably when the Seibors set out that night they did not think of the possible
consequences of their choice. As a result two beautiful lives were lost. Many
people suffered emotional trauma, and the Seibors face the remainder of their lives
behind bars.

Several years ago I read the true account of a man in NY City who made a
choice which resulted in the loss of his life in a very bizarre way. He was found one
morning after he had fallen from the top of the 20-story apartment building where
he lived. The police were in a dilemma. It seemed like a simple case of suicide, but
the police could not decide if it was a suicide or a homicide. The body was

spattered with shot gun pellets. After investigating the police ruled it a homicide.
The man who was killed lived on the 20th floor. His mother and step-dad lived on
the 10th floor. The man hated his mother. He knew that his step-dad was in the
habit of taking an empty shotgun out of the closet and pointing it at his mother

when they argued. He slipped a shell into the chamber of the gun thinking that the
next time they argued his step-dad would shoot his mom with the empty gun.
Some time later the son decided to end it all. He jumped off the 20th floor.
Meanwhile 10 floors below his step-dad reached for the gun, and thinking it was

empty, pointed it at his wife and pulled the trigger. The charge of shot and the
son arrived at the 10th story window at the same time, and because of a choice the
son had made he was killed by the freak shotgun blast.

A couple of years ago we had a man staying at the mission. He was a very

pleasant, hard-working chap. He would do anything for you. One night he made
the choice to purchase alcohol and bring it back to the mission to have a party
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with some of his friends. The next morning he was missing from the work area.
My assistant and I went up to his room. He was in bed with the cover pulled up

over his head. The room smelled very strongly of alcohol. As we called his name
he pushed the cover down and in a drunken stupor said, "O my God!" as he looked
into our faces. As a result of his choice, that evening he and two other men were
expelled from the mission.

Several months ago I sat in my office and listened to a man tell me about a
number of choices he had made. 11 months before he had left the mission to
collect a $52,000 inheritance after his mother's death. He cashed the check and
went on an 11-month drunk. He consumed appo. ½ gal. of whiskey a day. Twice

he was in the hospital, once in the psyche ward. One day he crawled onto a freight
train with a pound of cheese, a bottle of whiskey and $5000. He ended up in
Canada. He was arrested and fined $2000. After they relieved him of his $2000,
the authorities took him to the bus station in Quebec, watched him buy a ticket,

get on the bus and leave for Harrisburg. He lived like that for 11 months. He has
no idea how he got back to Gettysburg. His kidneys and liver were shot. He hurt
all over. The $52,000 is gone. He said over and over again, "I can't believe how
stupid I was. I can't believe how bad I feel." During those 11 months he made a

series of bad choices.

Over the years that I've been at the mission I have forgotten the number of
times I have heard the response of "Well, I don't have any place to go!" when I have

had to ask a man to leave. There is always the realization, when it's too late, that
the time to think about the question "where can I go?" is before the choice is made,
not after its consequences have caused expulsion.

Choices: We all face them every day.

Every one of us have dealt with many choices this morning. We made the
choice to get up or to remain in bed.

We faced the mirror and made a choice to make repairs to the image which
stared back at us.

We chose to eat breakfast or to refrain.
We chose what to wear.
We chose to come to church.
We chose where to sit.
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Who to talk to. Whether to sing or not.
Every day our lives are filled with choices.

Some are very routine and make little practical difference in our lives. Other
choices like the one the Seibors made are momentous and far-reaching.

Some of us may be called upon to make choices which affect the lives of those
who work for us. Sometimes we are called upon to make choices which we know

will not please everyone. During wartime officers are called upon to make choices
which they know will result in the loss of some of their men's lives.

Choices are a fact of life for all of us. Today I would like to share briefly with
you 5 facts about choices we make.

The five facts are:
I. Our choices have consequences.
II. Our choices can affect others.
III. Our choices will bring honor or dishonor to God.

IV. Our choices can sometimes be changed.
V. Our choices may have eternal results.

Look with me first at the fact

I. That our choices have consequences.

No matter what we choose to do, we will live with the consequences of that

choice.
If we choose to engage in reckless, promiscuous, sexual activity we may suffer

the consequences of a sexually transmitted disease. Even though we may repent
and be forgiven for the sin, we may still have to live with the consequences of our

actions. The disease will ravage our bodies even after the forgiveness has taken
place.

If we do something reckless or stupid and break a bone, we will have to live with
the consequence of our action even though we receive forgiveness for it. The bone

will still be broken.
The Bible says,
" Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap."
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One of God's laws is that when we make a choice there will be consequences

that result from that choice.

We could illustrate this principal with many Bible characters, but I have chosen
to look as Elisha's servant Gehazi. Gehazi was a man who had an unusual amount
of privilege. He spent his life witnessing the great miracles which were performed
by God's man Elisha. You would have thought that the incredible privilege of living

with and observing Elisha would have led him to be a very contented, faithful
follower of God. But in II Kings chapter 5 we have the sad story of Gehazi's greed.

The great man of Syria, General Namaan, came down to Israel to seek healing
from his disease of leprosy. He went to the king who was horrified and thought the

King of Syria was picking a fight with him. The king didn't know what to do. He
didn't know how to cure leprosy—He had lost touch with the God who did.

Gehazi's master Elisha sent word to the king that he was to send Namaan to
him. Elisha didn't make a big fuss over the famous man. He simply told Namaan to

go dip 7 times in the River Jordan. Namaan was furious and almost went home
without obeying. But his servants persuaded him to at least try it since he had
come all this way from Syria. After Namaan obeyed he was gloriously healed. He
was so grateful that he tried to present expensive gifts to Elisha, who refused to

take them.
Namaan started back to Syria. Gehazi coveted the gifts and ran after the

chariot. He thought Elisha didn't know. he lied to Namaan, telling him that Elisha
sent him to ask for two changes of clothes and silver for two young men who had

just arrived.
Namaan was happy to provide double the amount that Gehazi asked for. He

even provided servants to carry it back. Gehazi had them put it in his house and
sent the servants back to their master Namaan. Then Gehazi went and stood

before Elisha.
Elisha gave him a chance to confess. He asked him where he had been. When

Gehazi lied, Elisha told him where he had been and told him the leprosy of Namaan
would cling to him and his descendants forever.

What a sad story so full of lessons for us.
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Try to imagine the thoughts tumbling through Gehazi's head as he fingered his

ill-gotten silver. He knows he can't spend it. He had leprosy. No one would deal

with him.
He also knows that he is responsible for every one of his descendants getting

the dread disease of leprosy.
My grandson is 22 mo. old. How could I live with the knowledge that my choice

had caused him and all my descendants to have leprosy?
How foolish of Gehazi to trade the riches for the leprosy.
Yet we can be like Gehazi.
We can covet the things of this life to the extent that we contract the terrible

spiritual disease of indifference. This will separate us from the God who loves us
and wants our fellowship.

This disease of indifference can be passed on to our descendants.
Like Gehazi, we are people of great privilege.

We have a rich spiritual heritage. We know so much of what God's Word
teaches us to do.

Yet so often it's so easy for us to be indifferent to our heritage. To be casual in

our attitude toward sin and to be casual in our attitude toward developing a deep

relationship with God.
We see God's power moving among us and yet sometimes we lust for the things

of life to the extent that we allow them to crowd out our relationship with him.

Gehazi's choice resulted in a terrible consequence. How careful we should be
when we make our choice. How we need to examine our motives to make sure our
choices are motivated by our desire to serve God and not by greed or desire for
selfish ambition.

We need to think about the consequences of our choices before we make them.
Many times the consequences cannot be avoided or undone after we take the
action.

We have seen that our choices have consequences.
Look with me now at how

II. Our choices affect others.
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Many times our choices affect others in either a negative or a positive way—

Satan will try to convince us that it's only us that are affected—but usually others
are hurt or helped by our choices. Fathers and mothers who choose to live
inconsistent lives can cause great damage to their children's spiritual and
emotional lives.

Chuch Swindoll writes the following words:

I know a man approaching sixty years of age today who is still haunted

by the memory of being raised by hypocritical parents. It has taken him
most of his adult life to face the full truth that he was emotionally and
spiritually abused by their deception. Throughout his childhood his family
attended a church where they were taught you shouldn't go to the movies.

This was so firmly enforced that in Sunday church services people would be
called to come forward to an altar and confess that they had done that or
some other "sins." The problem is, his family went to movies on Friday or
Saturday night, always in secret. But they made it very clear that he

shouldn't say anything about it. They drilled it into him, "Keep your mouth
shut." Here he is, a little boy, being lectured on the way home from the
theater, "Don't tell anybody on Sunday that we did this." Of course, they
went to see the film miles away from the church so church folks wouldn't

know. Not until recently has the man come to realize how damaging that
hypocrisy was to his walk with Christ.

End of quotation

Fathers and mothers who put down and treat their children with disrespect
cause deep and lasting emotional/physical scars.

In the account of Gehazi we are told that his choice caused his descendants to

have the terrible disease of leprosy.
In my work at the mission I see many examples of bad choices affecting not

only the one who makes the choice, but others as well.
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Often a man will choose to buy alcohol and bring it back to the mission.

Because of his choice, others who would not have fallen are drawn into the sin and

are affected in a negative way. Many times I deal with men who are emotionally
scarred because of mistreatment by their parents.

We see this in the OT example of King David and his sin with Bathsheba. Their
choice to commit adultery resulted in a lifetime of heartache for David and his

family.
The son that was born of that adulterous relationship sickened and died.
David's son Amnon raped his half-sister Tamar.
Absalom, Tamar's brother, killed Amnon for raping his sister.

David was estranged from his son Absalom.
Absalom conspired against David and took the kingdom from him. He had

sexual relations with the wives of David and he tried to have David killed.
David had to flee for his life and he received abuse from some of his people as

he was fleeing.
Finally, against David's orders, Absalom was killed, causing David great anguish.

All of this happened to David and his family because of David's choice to commit
adultery with Bathsheba. David thought it was just a passing pleasure. No one

would ever know. But God knew, God cared, and God brought great calamity to the
family and David because of his choice.

David made another choice which affected the people of his kingdom. In II
Sam. chapter 24 we have the sad account of David's rebellion against God and how

it affected the people of his kingdom. David wanted to know how many fighting
men he had. He instructed his commander Joab to number the people. Joab.
reminded David that it was not God's will for them to do this. David said, "I want it
done. Do it." This illustrates a common problem with our choices. Many times we

know what God's will is, but we want to do our own thing.
Not too long ago I sat in my office and listed to a young man say, "I'm moving

in with my girlfriend. She has an apartment, and I'm leaving Sat. to live with her.
Will you help me to move?"

I said, "No, I won't help you move." Then I asked him if he realized what God's
Word says about living together without marriage. He said, "O yeah, I knew you
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would say that. It's not a big deal. I follow God, but in this little area I'm going to
do my own thing."

I pointed out to him that the fact that he knew what God wanted and chose to
ignore it meant that he was in active, open rebellion against God! He said, "I know
what God wants. But I'm tired of mission living. I gotta do what I gotta do!"

I pointed out to him that God will never honor our doing the right thing the

wrong way. When we know what God wants and choose to go against his wishes, he
cannot bless our lives. This was David's position. After he had completed the
numbering, the Bible says, "...David’s heart smote him..." "Please forgive me God!" But
there were consequences which affected others.

God gave David 3 choices:
1. 7 years of famine in the land
2. Fleeing for three months before his enemies.
3. or three days pestilence in the land from the LORD.

David chose the three days of pestilence. As a result of David's choice to
disobey, 70,000 Israelites lost their lives.

How carefully we should consider our choices. Not only their effect on us, but
their effect on others.

We have seen that our choices have consequences.
We have seen that our choices can affect others.
Now we see that our choices

III. Bring honor/dishonor to our God.

One of the sobering things we learn from Scripture is that our choices bring
God either honor or dishonor. What an awesome privilege to reflect glory/honor

to the God we serve.
But how often we make "choices" which bring not honor, but dishonor to God's

holy name.
After David's sin with Bathsheba, the prophet Nathan said some very important

words to him.
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In 2 Sam 12:13 David says, "I have sinned against the LORD." Nathan said, "The LORD

also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. 14Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to

the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die."
Nathan told David that his choice, to sin, had given great occasion to the Lord's

enemies to blaspheme his holy name.

In Romans 2:23-24, Paul asks the proud Pharisees, "You who boast in the law,
through breaking the law do you dishonor God?

For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you."
How carefully we need to make our choices, knowing that the result will either

bring honor or dishonor to the holy name of the God we serve.
Paul tells us in I Cor. 6:20, that since we have been bought with Christ's

precious blood, we should glorify God with our bodies.
Let's resolve to make our choices in light of the question, Will this choice bring

God honor or dishonor?
Let's live our lives with the daily reminder that our choices today will either

bring God glory or shame.

We have seen that our actions have consequences,
That they can affect others,
That they can honor or dishonor our God.

Look now at the fact that
IV. Our choices can sometimes be changed.

Thank God that even though we often have to live with the consequences of our

choices, we can change our choices.
Even though we fail. Even though we blow it we can change our choices. We

can begin to make choices which honor God and bless others. We can begin to
allow God's Word to saturate our thinking and influence our choices.

Satan will try to make us believe that we are stuck in the rut of making bad
choices. He will try to influence us to continue to dishonor God with our choices.
The secret lies in a proper understanding of our relationship to Christ and the Holy
Spirit. Before we came to Christ we were in Satan's kingdom. He called the shots in
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our lives. But Paul tells us in Colossians chapter 1, v. 13 that Christ has
transferred us from Satan's kingdom and power to Christ's kingdom and power.

Satan will try to make us believe that he still has power in our lives. His power has
been broken at the cross. Satan no longer has power in our lives. It is up to us to
reckon it so in our lives. We need to consider ourselves dead to sin and Satan's
power in our lives. Then we need to yield to the Holy Spirit's power in our lives

and allow him to empower us to make the choices which bring God glory.
To help illustrate, consider an illustration. Suppose you lived ¼ mile from the

Canadian border. You were in the habit of driving too fast. Your buddy the local
traffic cop watched you closely and stopped you when he could.

Suppose one day you crossed the border into Canada, and as you were driving
too fast in Canada you saw a flashing light behind you. It was your buddy from
the states pulling you over. You were in Canada, and all you had to do was to
remind him that he has no authority in Canada. He cannot arrest you there.

Just so, when we leave Satan's domain and transfer to Christ's kingdom, Satan
looses his authority in our lives. He no longer can control us. Oh, he will try to
persuade us that his power is still there, but it is up to us to remind him that he no
longer has authority in our lives and to order him to leave us alone.

This is especially true in the area of our habits or the areas we struggle with in
our lives. Satan will try to convince us that "that's just the way we are". That we
really can't help it. We are sinful and we will sin in those areas of our lives. As long
as we allow him to convince us of this lie he will have control of our actions. It's so

important for us to consider ourselves dead to Satan's power. Yield ourselves to
the Holy Spirit's power and walk in the power of Christ. With God's help we can
change and make proper decisions.

That thought is expressed in the poem "Thy Way, Not Mine" by Horatius Bonar:

Thy Way, Not Mine

Thy way, not mine, O Lord,

However dark it be!
Lead me by Thine own hand,
Choose out the path for me.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


11

Smooth let it be or rough,

It will be still the best;
Winding or straight, it leads
Right onward to Thy rest.

I dare not choose my lot;
I would not, if I might;

Choose Thou for me, my God;
So shall I walk aright.

The kingdom that I seek
Is Thine; so let the way

That leads to it be Thine;

Else I must surely stray.

Take Thou my cup, and it
With joy or sorrow fill,

As best to Thee may seem;
Choose Thou my good and ill.

Choose Thou for me my friends,

My sickness or my health;
Choose Thou my cares for me,

My poverty or wealth.

Not mine, not mine the choice,
In things or great or small;

Be Thou my guide, my strength,
My wisdom, and my all!

We have seen that our choices have consequences, that they can affect others,
that they will either honor or dishonor God and that they can be changed.
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Look with me now at the fact that

V. Our choices may have eternal results.

We must never forget that many of our choices can have eternal results. The
choices we make may determine the eternal destiny of those we influence.

What an awesome privilege we have to make our choices in a way that will
reflect honor to God and point others to salvation through Christ.

What kind of a legacy are you building? After you are gone, what will people
remember about you? Will it be your godliness, your good example, your kindness

and good deeds...Or will it be selfishness, greed, anger and ungodliness?
I recently heard a man say that he has observed that the people who are

remembered after they are gone are the givers, not the takers. The people who
spend their lives and resources helping others, giving to those who are needy,

sharing Christ, are the people who are remembered long after they are gone. The
selfish, self-centered folks are soon forgotten. What kind of memory are you and I
building?

Each of us has the choice to conduct our lives in a way that will bring eternal

rewards or eternal shame and disgrace.
How we need to pick choices that will build godly legacies for those who love us.

In Point Man, Steve Farrar tells the story of George McCluskey. He made a

choice which had eternal results.

When McCluskey married and started a family, he decided to invest one
hour a day in prayer, because he wanted his kids to follow Christ. After a

time, he expanded his prayers to include his grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Every day between 11am and noon, he prayed for the next
three generations.

As the years went by, his two daughters committed their lives to Christ

and married men who went into full-time ministry. The two couples
produced four girls and one boy. Each of the girls married a minister, and
the boy became a pastor.
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The first two children born to this generation were both boys. Upon

graduation from high school, the two cousins chose the same college and

became roommates. During their sophomore year, one boy decided to go
into the ministry. The other didn't. He undoubtedly felt some pressure to
continue the family legacy, but he chose instead to pursue his interest in
psychology.

He earned his doctorate and eventually wrote books for parents that
became bestsellers. He started a radio program heard on more that a
thousand stations each day. The man's name—James Dobson.

[By his choice and] Through his prayers, George McClucskey affected far

more than one family [for eternity].

Of course the ultimate choice each of us must make is what we do with Christ.
The consequences of that choice are literally eternal. If we choose to accept Christ

as our savior,
repent of our sins, allow him to be Lord of our lives and live for him, we are

assured of eternal life with him in heaven. It's easy to accept Christ as Savior. It's
hard / and necessary to allow him to be Lord or our lives.

If we reject him we will hear him say those awful words, "Depart from me into
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels. I never knew you."

The choice is ours. God will never force us to accept his son's salvation. We
need to choose to accept it as the free gift it is.

I encourage each of us to resolve to make our choices in life wisely.
A few questions we should ask ourselves as we make choices are:
1. How would I make this choice if Jesus were in the room with me?
He is, you know!

2. Have we thought through the consequences of our choices before we make
them?

3. Have we thought about how choices will affect others?
4. Will the choice I am about to make bring honor or dishonor to a Holy God?

5. Have I made the most important choice of all— to accept Christ as my
Savior? If I have, am I living for him?
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If you are here (today)(tonight) and you have never made the choice to

receive Christ as your savior, if you don’t know for sure that you are bound for

heaven when you die (or if you sense a need for a closer walk with Christ)... Maybe
you have been making bad choices. Maybe you need a touch of God's power to help
you to live for him.

If there is a need in your life, I urge you to indicate that need by standing or

coming forward as we sing just the 1st verse of #375 in the black book.

Mummerts 7/00
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