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Christmas……………………………………………………………….read Gen. 3:1-6

In a slim little volume Doorways to Devotion, Gladys C. Murrell writes:

Should someone from another planet, who knew nothing of our customs,

visit a large department store during the Christmas season and observe the

faces of the shoppers,… [they] …would be dismayed… [They] …would think

some great calamity was about to descend upon the earth.  Tired faces, cross

faces, nervous, strained faces would confront... [them] ...everywhere... [They]

...would never suspect that we were preparing for one of the most joyful

Christian celebrations.

Is Christmas a burden?  Does it hamper you physically, financially, and

spiritually?  If so, now is the time to simplify your plans so that you and yours

are ready to receive God's great gift.  God's giving is only to be met by your

giving of self.

On a busy downtown corner during the holidays we met a friend who was

gazing happily at a magnificent display in a store window.  "Are you choosing

your gift?" we asked.  "On, no!" she smiled, "I am just congratulating myself on

the number of things which I can be happy without."

The true Christmas spirit in the family at this time is a splendid gift.  What

does Christmas mean to you and yours—

"A yard of tinsel ribbon,

A holly wreath, a day at home"—

Or does it mean, "On earth peace, good will toward men"?

End of quotation

Today we'd like to examine three questions with you.

1. Why did Jesus have to come?

2. How did Jesus come?
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3. What place has Jesus prepared for us?

1. Why Jesus had to come

In Gen. 1:1 we read that God created everything.  On the sixth day God created man.

Gen. 1:26 says, Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our

likeness1

v 27 - God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him2

v 31 - God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good.3

God made man in His image; he made him very good.

But in chapter 3 there is a problem.

Sin entered into the world.

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God

had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from

any tree of the garden’?”
4

We see in Gen. 3 v 1 the devil questions God.  He tried to create doubt in her.

    2 The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may
eat;

3 but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said,

‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’ ”5

She knew absolutely what God had said.

She chose to disobey.

                                                          
1New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ge 1:26 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
2New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ge 1:27 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
3New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ge 1:31 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
4New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ge 3:1 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
5New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ge 3:1 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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   4 The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not die!
5 “For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened,

and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”6

In vv 4-5 we see that Satan lied.

In 1 John 2:16 we see the source of all the world's sin.  We read about three temptation

Satan uses to deceive us.

For all that is in the world,

the lust of the flesh

and the lust of the eyes

and the boastful pride of life,

is not from the Father, but is from the world.7

In Gen. 3:6 we see Satan using all three of these temptations to deceive Eve.

6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a

delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its

fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate.8

(1)  lust of the flesh (good for food)

(2) lust of the eyes (She saw; it was a delight to the eyes)

(3) boastful pride of life (desirable to make one wise)

Because of Adam and Eve's disobedience sin entered into the world.

They were separated from God and driven from the garden.

Mankind was separated from a holy God because of sin.

Turn with me to John chapter 1 to see…

2. How Jesus came

                                                          
6New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ge 3:3 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
7New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, 1 Jn 2:16 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.

    2 He was in the beginning with God.9

vv 1 & 2 – The Word, Christ, was in the beginning with God.

He was God.

3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came

into being that has come into being.10

v 3 – He created all things.  Everything that is was made by Him.

4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.11

v 4 – All life came through and from Him.

5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

6 There came a man  sent from God, whose name was John.
7 He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe through
him.
8 He was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light.
9 There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.
10  He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did
not know Him.
11  He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.12

The world did not know or receive Him.

                                                                                                                                                                                          
8New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ge 3:5 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
9New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Jn 1:1 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
10New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Jn 1:2 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
11New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Jn 1:3 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
12New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Jn 1:4 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, even to those who believe in His name,
13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God.13

Those who believed on and received Him were born again.

14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory,

glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
14

v 14 – Jesus, God's divine son, took on a body of flesh and temporarily tented or

tabernacled among us.

He lived among men in flesh so we could see God.

The baby in the manger was God in flesh to show us the way to the father.  Paul tells us in

the book of Romans how we can come to God.

Rom. 3:10 - as it is written,
“THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;15

Every one of us has sinned.

Romans 5:12 tells us what the price of our sin is.

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin,

and so death spread to all men, because all sinned16

That's the bad news—all have sinned; the price of our sin is death.

But the good news of the gospel is Rom. 6:23b - but the free gift of God is eternal life in

Christ Jesus our Lord.17

Or as Rom. 5:8 says, But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we

                                                          
13New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Jn 1:11 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
14New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Jn 1:14 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
15New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 3:10 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
16New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 5:12 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
17New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 6:23 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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were yet sinners, Christ died for us.18

So Christ paid our sin penalty, but that payment is not effective till we reach out by faith

and accept it.

Rom. 10:9 tells us how we do that:

that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God

raised Him from the dead, you will be saved19

We do that by praying a prayer like:

Dear Jesus, I admit I am a sinner.  I'm sorry for my sins.  I believe Jesus Christ is the son of

God and He died on the cross to pay for my sins.  I accept His payment for my sins.  Please

forgive my sins, come into my life and help me live for you.

Thank you.

Jesus had to come in order that there would be a way to God provided for us.  A way for

sinful man to be reconciled back to fellowship with a holy God.

The Christ in the manger became the Christ on the cross, and anyone who believes in

Him and accepts His offer of salvation can have salvation and eternal life.

3. Come with me now to Rev. chapter 7 to see God's throne room, the final blessings

Jesus has prepared for us.

v 9-v17:

9After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could
count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were
in their hands;
10 and they cry out with a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”
11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders
and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God,

                                                          
18New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 5:8 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
19New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Ro 10:9 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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12 saying,
“Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and
might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen.”
13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “These who are clothed in
the white robes, who are they, and where have they come from?”
14 I said to him, “My lord, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones
who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15 “For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him
day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His
tabernacle over them.
16 “They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down
on them, nor any heat;
17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will
guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their
eyes.”20

The Christ in the manger came to earth because mankind had lost its way, had fallen into

sin and was separated from a holy God.

The word Christ was made flesh and tabernacled among us temporarily to show us the

way back to God.

If we accept the salvation which Christ offers we can be before God's throne praising Him

throughout all eternity.

We will serve Him.

We will never be hungry again.

Never be thirsty again.

Never be sunburned or exhausted again.

The lamb will tenderly shepherd us to springs of living water and will wipe every tear

from our eyes.

Someone has written:

'Twas the night before Jesus came and all through the house

Not a creature was praying, not one in the house.

Their Bibles were lain on the shelf without care

In hopes that Jesus would not come there.

                                                          
20New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update, Re 7:9 (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).
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The children were dressing to crawl into bed.

Not once ever kneeling or bowing a head.

And Mom in her rocker with baby on her lap

Was watching the Late Show while I took a nap.

When out of the East there arose such a clatter.

I sprang to my feet to see what was the matter.

Away to the window I flew like a flash,

Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash!

When what to my wondering eyes should appear

But angels proclaiming that Jesus was here.

With a light like the sun sending forth a bright ray

I knew in a moment this must be THE DAY!

The light of His face made me cover my head

It was Jesus! returning just like He had said.

And though I possessed worldly wisdom and wealth,

I cried when I saw Him in spite of myself.

In the Book of Life which He held in His hand

Was written the name of every saved man.

He spoke not a word as He searched for my name;

When He said "it's not here" my head hung in shame.

The people whose names had been written with love

He gathered to take to His Father above.

With those who were ready He rose without a sound.

While all the rest were left standing around.

I fell to my knees, but it was too late;

I had waited too long and thus sealed my fate.

I stood and I cried as they rose out of sight;
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Oh, if only I had been ready tonight.

In the words of this poem the meaning is clear;

The coming of Jesus is drawing near.

There's only one life and when comes the last call

We'll find that the Bible was true after all!

Perhaps you are here without the assurance of salvation.

Perhaps afraid to die and afraid to keep on living.

If you are here without Christ we encourage you to allow us to introduce Him to you.


