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When I was in New York I had the privilege of listening to a series of messages

on the Book of Hebrews. They were delivered by an old Baptist preacher named Dr.

Sudgen. One of the things I remember is him saying, "I'm so glad things happen to

me. That way I can preach about them." This morning's message is about

something that happened to me. Let me tell you about it!

Crash

On January 19, 2002, I went to work at the mission just like any other Saturday

I worked. Snow was predicted, and by 10 o'clock it was snowing heavily. We

decided to close the store at 1:30 pm. After seeing that the 3 girls were safely on

the road and the place was secure, I started for home. I traveled the big roads

because of the storm. In East Berlin I stopped at Shur-Fine to call Barb to see if

she wanted anything. We decided I would get some broccoli to cook for supper. I

purchased the broccoli and started north for the 10-minute trip home. Appo. 5

minutes later, for no apparent reason, my car began to spin in circles and head for

places I wasn't interested in going. Seconds later the car made an almost perfectly

centered southbound impact against a 12" hickory tree on the opposite side of the

road. The Volvo is built like a battleship. It has a huge 6-cylinder diesel engine. At

appo. 25-30 mph there was quite a crash. That tree didn't flinch. There were

several inches of bark removed but no other damage to the tree. The Volvo was

another story. There were pieces scattered over appo. 50 feet of the yard. There

was a huge cavity in the front. The shifting lever was tilted at a strange angle. The

engine was pushed into the firewall. The Volvo's driving days ended in an explosive

crash against an immovable object.

The human cargo didn't fare very well either. I was aware of the impending

crash as if I was in a dream. It happened quickly and I was violently thrown

against the steering wheel. For several seconds I blacked out. As I came to I was
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vaguely aware that I had survived. My glasses were lost and I couldn't see very

well. I was concerned about the possibility of fire or entrapment, so I tried to open

the door. By the time I had gotten it open a man was on the other side opening

that door. I explained that I could not see and he quickly found my glasses. I

crawled out and as I did I was conscious of a searing pain on my left side. My chest

also was very uncomfortable. The man called 911 and allowed me to call Barb. We

were only 1½ miles south of our home. I asked if she could come to get me. As we

waited I directed traffic, picked up pieces and tried to cope. The car was on the

road blocking about half of the southbound lane. Several of us tried to push it off

but it would not move.

Finally Barb and her dad came. We put a few things into his car. Then we

called to have the car towed. About that time the ambulance arrived. The trip to

York hospital was not uneventful. The wipers iced up and the roads were very

treacherous. At the hospital they poked, listened, x-rayed and treated for appo. 2

hours. They told me my sternum was cracked and several ribs could be broken. I

was released and we returned home about 8:30 pm. My chest felt like I was being

run over by an elephant. My side felt like liquid fire when it was turned wrong, but

the doctors tell me I will probably not know anything about it when I'm 100.

As I thought about that little incident, I realized that there are some lessons we

can learn from it. Today I'd like to share some of them with you.

1. Lesson #1

Our faith must be anchored in God.

That hickory tree wasn't going to move. It stood sure and solid even though it

was assaulted with a terrific force. You and I can have a faith which is sure and

steadfast if we anchor it in the sovereign almighty God of the universe.
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James says some people are carried about by every wind of doctrine. Some

people flit from one belief system to another and in the end they are left without

an anchor because they did not anchor their faith in almighty God.

A group of artists were asked to submit entries in a contest to picture the

theme of "peace". The winning entry was a picture of a gigantic storm. The

thunder and wind howled and crashed. The rain pelted. Over in a corner of the

storm there was a great oak tree. High up under a branch, sheltered from the gale,

a mother bird sat serenely on her nest of young. The storm crashed about them

but they were safe and secure. The picture won the prize.

What a joy for you and I to be able to know and serve a God who makes all

things in our lives work together for our good and his glory.

Many times we don't understand our sovereign God's dealings in our lives but

we can always anchor our faith in him. He is one constant in a shifting, changing

world of sin and danger.

His love will always sustain us wherever he takes us. He will truly go with us. In

a changing world today, is your faith anchored in the unchanging God of the

universe? Truly nothing can ever separate us from God's love.

2. A second lesson is the fleeting nature of material things.

My wife and I were at opposite ends of the love/hate spectrum about the Volvo.

She detested it boxy looks, its smelly fumes, sitting in its uncomfortable seats, and

plugging it in in winter. But I loved that old car. I bought it appo. 6 years ago for

$700. It had 117,000 miles on it at the time. It gave me appo. 30-35 miles per

gallon of diesel fuel. It ran and ran and ran. When it crashed it had appo. 180,000

miles on the odometer. It had given me appo. 5-6 years of very reliable dependable

transportation in return for very little upkeep. It probably saved my life. Several

people who saw it said, "Thank God you were in a Volvo." But today it sits on my
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lot broken and ruined. Even though I loved that car, I can get another one. Even

though it will be inconvenient till I do, it can be replaced.

Things are given to us by the God we serve in order to be kept in trust. So

often we think the things are ours. They aren't. They belong to God. We are just

managers of them.

How we need to learn the lesson of holding on to stuff with a loose hand.

I could very easily have been taken into eternity in that crash. If I had been, all

the things in the world would have been meaningless. Someone has said they have

never seen a hearse with a U-Haul following it. How true. Job says, “Naked I came from

my mother’s womb, / And naked I shall return there."1 How we need to see our things as God's

things which he lends to us for a little while. How we need to see them as things

we can share with others—things that can benefit other's lives.

Let's learn the lesson of how temporary our things are.

3. A third lesson is that we should keep short accounts with men and God.

By this I mean we should not be in conflict with anybody that we have not

made a sincere effort to find reconciliation with.

If we stand for the good and the right in this life we will probably be involved in

conflict.

Scripture says "Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you."2

Scripture also says if we suffer for doing things which are unkind or

unchristlike we should not be surprised. But if we suffer for righteousness sake,

happy are we and we are to rejoice.

John Maxwell writes,

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
2The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Realize that good people get criticized. Jesus, whose motives were

pure and character was spotless, was called a glutton...; a winebibber...; a

Samaritan...; and a friend of sinners.... If our lives are Christlike we can

expect criticism. In fact, there are times when we should see criticism

from the world as verification that our lives have been changed. A

person whose mind is polluted and whose vision is not clear cannot

understand or interpret behavior based on obedience to God. So if

you're living on a higher plane than the world, expect some criticism.

End of quotation

It is possible to be in conflict because we have been unbrotherly and sinful. It is

possible to be in conflict because of something others have done to us.

If we are in conflict with someone it is our Christian duty to not rest till we

have attempted reconciliation. It will not always work, but it is our Christian

responsibility to do our level best to bring healing to the situation. You and I must

never be too proud to seek reconciliation when we are in conflict.

Christ says if you forgive not those who sin against you, neither will your

Father in heaven forgive your sins.

We must also keep short accounts with God. Some people I meet at the mission

are mad at God. I remember a troubled young man who told me his wife and

daughter had been killed in a tragic accident. He was mad at God. Because of his

hatred for God, he was blocked from developing a relationship with him. A wall of

bitterness had grown up between him and God. God could not help him because he

would not allow him to.

What a lesson for each of us. Let's be sure we let go of those grudges and the

bitterness between us and God and others. Then when our time to go into eternity

comes, we will have nothing left unfinished.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


6
4. A fourth lesson is that in the midst of every tragedy there shines a ray of

hope.

When tragedy strikes us we are quick to abandon ourselves to despair and

despondency, but if we will look for it there is always a silver lining to every cloud

of tears.

I read that upon being robbed, the great commentator Matthew Henry had this

to say: "God, I thank you that it was I who was robbed and not I who robbed.

"God, I thank you that though they took my money, they didn't take my life.

"God, I thank you that though they took all I had it wasn't much."

What a marvelous testimony of the ability to see God's hand of blessing even in

the midst of our tragedies.

I don't want to be melodramatic, but I can truly say today,

"God I thank you that it was I who crashed and not one of the three ladies I was

responsible for that day.

"God, I thank you that though you took my car you spared my life.

"God, I thank you that even though I lost my car, it wasn't a very big loss."

Truly it could have been far worse. Thank God for his mercy, grace and

protection.

5. A fifth lesson is the brevity of time.

James says our lives are like a vapor which appears for a little while and then

vanishes away.

Even if we live to be 100, those years pale in light of eternity. Time is a brief

testing ground given to us here in order for us to prepare for eternity.

None of us know when we will be snatched out of time into eternity.
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Every day hundreds of souls are ushered into eternity through accidents or

death. The 1000s who died on Sept. 11 were a vivid reminder of the transitory

nature of time.

How we need to "number our days", "use every opportunity to serve God" and

keep our focus on eternal things.

None of us know when our last moment of time will

Someone has written, "When it comes time to die, make sure all you have to do

is die!" —Good advice for each of us.

6. A sixth lesson is that being careful isn't enough.

I was being very careful—not driving fast, braking, steering or accelerating, but

in a few seconds control was snatched from me.

I once saw a gospel tract about a man who all through life was very careful.

He never went out without his hat, gloves, umbrella and galoshes.

He had plenty of life insurance.

He built a strong, secure house.

He had a big bank account.

His car was the best.

He thought he had every contingency covered, but he forgot the most

important thing:

He forgot to accept Christ's payment for his sins and develop a relationship

with him.

When he was called into eternity, all his careful planning was to no avail.

He awoke in hell. He had been so careful, but he had neglected the most

important thing in his life.
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How tragic that today there are people who use great care about physical

things, but they neglect the most important thing— salvation through Jesus Christ.

7. A seventh lesson is the care and concern of God's people.

I was really banged up. I hurt a lot.

But it wasn't too long till the calls, cards, and prayers started for me.

I am so thankful to God and all of you for your care and concern.

The love and prayers of God's people are one of the greatest blessings of being

part of the family of God.

You and I have the precious privilege of coming alongside each other and

encouraging each other.

My body hurting reminded me of Paul telling us in 1 Cor. 12:26, "And if one member

suffers, all the members suffer with it...."3 I spent a few very miserable nights. I could not lay

down without great pain. Every time I wanted to move or get up I needed to think

of the best way to do it to keep the pain manageable. My left side stabbed with

pain. My knees both hurt, my chest hurt all over. My entire body joined in the

effort to alleviate the pain.

Each of us, in Christ's body, needs to be sensitive to the pain our brothers and

sisters are feeling. We need to be open with each other and allow others to pray

for us and encourage us.

We should not be whiners and complainers, but we do the body no service when

we hide behind masks when we are hurting and need prayer and encouragement.

Keeping a stiff upper lip and acting like everything is OK when our hearts are

breaking is dishonest and prevents the healing that comes from sharing one

another's burdens.

3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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We do so much by rote or habit. Many times when we are asked "How are

you?" We answer automatically "OK", "fine", or "wonderful" even though we aren't.

Many times when we ask "How are you?" we go on about our business even

though there are signs that our brother or sister is hurting. Let's develop a sense

of listening/caring/encouraging.

8. Our final lesson is that we should always be ready to die.

Since our life is short and uncertain, it is imperative that we make the

arrangements for the eternal destiny of our souls.

As I hurtled toward that tree, there wasn't time to get right with God. I am so

glad that I was ready to check out.

I'm not better than anyone else. I have put my faith and trust for my eternal

salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ. Because of that trust I can confidently say with

the great apostle Paul,

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and
not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.4

Jesus Christ, our Saviour, came to earth appo. 2,000 years ago. He spanned a

rough, painful cross on the town garbage heap in order to provide you and I that

assurance and salvation. If you will put your trust in Christ today he will give you

eternal life. If you will yield your life to him he will help you to live life for him

and when he calls you will be ready to die.

Someone in cyberspace has written the following:

ARM 1/2002

Belvidere 1-2002

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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