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David & Bathsheba........................................................................ 2 Samuel 11:1-17

King David was doing quite well. For many years he had fled from Saul. He lived in

terror of death from Saul’s mighty men. The desert was his home. He lived in caves and
dens. He got food for himself and his men wherever he could. Life was rough and hard.

Now things were different. The family of Saul was dead. David was installed as king of
all Israel.

War had been successfully waged against the Philistines and other enemies. David was
living in his new house at Jerusalem.

It was springtime.
In the Holy Land the rainy season is fall/winter. Rain is frequent and heavy. The

roads become muddy and are often impassable by military units. The armies usually

waited for spring. The rains stopped. It almost never rains in the summer. The muddy
roads dried up. The army could travel. There was abundant fodder for the animals

because of the winter rains. The army could forage and “live off the land” of the enemy.

Our text says that King David sent General Joab and the army against the nation of

Ammon. The text says very pointedly, But David stayed at Jerusalem.

The little word “but” signals great danger for the king. In the orient it was expected
that the king lead his troops. Leading his troops into battle was one of the major external

duties of an eastern monarch.

When the people insisted that Samuel give them a king the people said in 1 Sam. 8:20,
“...that we also may be like all the nations, that our king may judge us and go out before

us and fight our battles.”
David’s staying home was unusual and as we shall see dangerous for him.

Springtime can be hot in the land of the Bible. The dry, hot, biting sirocco wind came

in from the desert and was very uncomfortable. Maybe it was a sirocco that discomforted
David as he rose from his couch and sought relief on the palace roof. The roofs of

Jerusalem were flat and were places of activity. The palace was elevated and as David
walked he was arrested by the sight of a woman bathing on a flat roof in the lower city.

The phrase describing Bathsheba’s beauty is used for people of striking physical

appearance. It is used of Rebekah, Vashti, Esther and even David himself.
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Bathsheba was a woman of striking physical beauty. The woman David saw was

bathing and the sight of her unclothed body aroused him. David knew he should look

away.
He knew absolutely that the woman who had attracted his eye was off-limits to him.

He knew the warnings and commands of the Scriptures, but sadly, he looked and lusted

after her beauty.

Many years later his virgin-born descendant would condemn such mental adultery
when He says, “...anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery

with her in his heart.”
Numbers 15:39 said, “You will have these tassels to look at and so you will remember

all the commands of the LORD, that you may obey them and not prostitute yourselves by
going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes.”

Surely David knew. Perhaps David even thought of that scripture, but he sent
messengers to inquire who the woman was.

The messenger came back with the message. This is Bathsheba the daughter of Eliam
“and the wife of Uriah the Hittite”.

That last phrase should have been a major red flag for David. This woman belonged
to someone else. She was married to Uriah the Hittite!

David allowed his passion to override his obedience and fear of God. He sent

messengers to get (lit. in Heb “take”) Bathsheba. She was brought to the palace and the
sin was consummated.

Our story is about David. Did Bathsheba seduce him? We simply do not know.
Certainly there are elements of the story that suggest her cooperation. She could have

been simply taking an innocent bath. Or she could have been trying to ensnare the king.

David certainly must bear the main responsibility. Clearly he remained interested for
too long. He sent to take her to the palace. He surely used his power and position to

overcome her resistance. It is difficult for us to understand the dynamics of an eastern

king and his subjects.
What they did was a great sin in God’s sight.

David sent her home and put it out of his mind. A short time later he received a note
which jolted his world.

David,
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I’m pregnant.

Bathsheba

David’s world crumbled. Quickly he began to think of a way to cover his sin. In three
steps, each more desperate, David scrambled to fix the problem.

He used the full power and resources of his office, sadly, not to confess and repent but
to cover his sin.

First he called Uriah home. Greeting him warmly he acted as if he was seeking a
firsthand account of the fighting. The question David asked indicted that Uriah held an

important position in the army. After hearing him, David said, “now you go home to your
wife for a few days before you return. You have earned a rest.”

Of course David was hoping the couple would sleep together and the child would

appear to be Uriah’s. David’s scheme didn’t work. Uriah had more loyalty than his
commander-in-chief. He slept in the courtyard of the palace and didn’t go near

Bathsheba.

Next day David sent for him and asked him why he had not gone home. Uriah said,

“The army is camping in the open field; the ark is in temporary shelter. How could I go
home and enjoy the pleasures of home life while my buddies are enduring hardship?”

David fed him and got him drunk with good wine thinking that then he would go
home. But it was not to be. The foreign mercenary fighter had more loyalty than his

king.
In desperation David wrote a letter to Joab. He told his general to put this brave, loyal

servant in harm’s way and then withdraw from him so he would be killed. Sealing the

letter, David gave it to Uriah and sent him to Joab. Uriah carefully carried his own death
warrant to his field commander.

Joab was dumbfounded. But he was a military man used to obeying orders and the
deed was done.

Uriah was killed. Joab sent word to David, and after the time of mourning her

husband had passed, Bathsheba became the wife of the king.
Some time later a son was born. David probably thought he had covered his sin, but

one day the prophet Nathan came to see him. He told him a story about two men. One
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was a rich man who had many flocks and herds. The other was a poor man who had only
one little pet lamb. It was like a child to him.

A traveler visited the rich man, and rather than taking one of his many animals to
feed him, the rich man killed the little pet of the poor man and fed it to the traveler.

David was furious. “This man deserves to die!”

Then, in one of the most dramatic moments in Scripture, the prophet pointed a bony
finger at David and said, “You are the man!”. At the end of Nathan’s speech David

humbly said, “I have sinned against the LORD.”

Nathan said, “You will not die. God will forgive you, but there will be consequences.”
And from that time David’s family would be racked with heartache and tragedy.

Quickly let’s examine some lessons from this account.

1. The Reliability of Scripture

This story is a strong proof of the authenticity of the scriptural record. If this would

have been a made-up story the author would not have included the account.

The frankness and openness of the account tells us that the author, God the Holy
Spirit, isn’t afraid to show us the character’s lives, faults and all.

This should also be a great encouragement to us. We can see that even great men of

God like David sinned and fell short. Like us, when they did they found forgiveness and
cleansing when they came to God in repentance.

2. Idleness opened the door to temptation

If David would have been with the army doing his job the account would have been
much different.

Legitimate rest/relaxation/spiritual renewal is fine and appropriate. We often get in
trouble when we are idle when we should be doing the Lord’s work.

We need to redeem the time; we need to be walking in the Spirit, sensitive to His

leading and open to His call.
When we shirk our duty because we are lazy we open the door to temptation.

Old saying, so true...An idle mind is the devil’s workshop.
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3. David took a second look.

David would have been fine if he would have immediately looked away and focussed on

another thought. Men, we need to learn the important lesson of never arguing or

reasoning with sexual temptation. We must be like Joseph and flee.
We need to recognize that men are aroused sexually through the eye-gate.

This carries two lessons for us. First men, we must learn to look away when Satan
throws a seductive view to us. We can not help the seductive view. It’s all around us, but

we can help the second glance. We will answer to God for dwelling on and lusting after

the seductive image.
Luther said, “We can’t help the birds flying over our heads, but we can help them

building nests in our hair.”

How true that is. Patrick Morley writes,

Quote,

The thoughts that enter our lives are not sin. In fact, the Christian may very
well be tempted with more negative thoughts than before his conversion, because

the tempter would like nothing better than to discourage us about our faith.
We find ourselves asking, “How could I be a true Christian, and still have these

thoughts. [sic] I must not have a genuine faith.” If we think like that, guess who

wins? But we have no more control over our thoughts than we have control over
the vulgar language of the man sitting next to us at a restaurant. We hear them

both, but we don’t control whether or not we hear them.
Many men beat themselves up mentally because they have recurring thoughts

or temptation. Thoughts are not sins! True enough, we can put so much junk

into our minds that they are predisposed to tempting thoughts. Even so, thoughts
are merely thoughts. Tempting thoughts can become sinful thoughts.

End of quotation

Morely brings up a good point when he talks about the fact that we can put junk into
our minds and that will predispose us to tempting thoughts.
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Men, we will never win the battle for thought purity if we fill our minds with

pornography, trashy reading and sensual images.

We need to fill our minds with that which is pure, right, good and wholesome. God’s
Word has the power to clean up our minds. In order to take advantage of this power we

must stop filling our minds with trash and fill them with the truth of God’s Word.

Sisters, this is also a place where you can help. When you recognize that men are
tempted through the eye-gate, it becomes your responsibility to dress in such a way that

you do not cause temptation. The man is responsible for the lustful thought. You bear
some of that responsibility if what you wear is too low, too tight or too short.

You honor God and you help us men when you dress in a way that does not call

attention to your body.

4. David abused the power of his office.

David held the position of power in the relationship. He used his power to overcome

Bathsheba’s objections. Of course we don’t know how much she resisted, but the fact
remains that the powerful king of the nation was asking her to visit and commit sin with

him.

Those of us who have positions of authority or power need to be very careful not to

use that office or power for our own ends or satisfaction.

We must be careful not to try to wrongly influence those who are in a subordinate

role to us.

The scandals in the Roman Catholic Church in the past several years are only one
example of how we can do this.

5. David allowed seduction to override his obedience to God and Scripture.

David knew what the Scripture said. The Ten Commandments would have kept him
out of trouble if he would have heeded them.

David broke three commandments...

you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife
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You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not murder.

Each of the commandments stood like a red flag warning him away, but he went

ahead.

What an example of James 1:14-15...

14 but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged
away and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin;
and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. (NIV)

How we need to learn this lesson.

Today there are so many temptations to draw us away from obedience to God. We

need to know what God’s Word says and determine what our reaction should be before we
are tempted.

We need to get a fresh view of a Holy God’s hatred of sin. We need to renew our
determination to obey God’s laws.

6. Sin begets more sin.

One sin usually leads to another.
When David learned his adultery had resulted in pregnancy he switched into high gear

to cover it up.

He tried to get Uriah to sleep with his wife.
He got him drunk.

He finally sent him back to Joab carrying his own death warrant!

Lust, wrongful looking, desire, adultery, lying, murder...

What a tangled web we weave when first we practice to deceive.
We need to be careful what we look at, what we read, what we allow our minds to dwell

on.

7. David thought he was above the law.

He was the king of Israel. He had absolute power of life and death.

He allowed that power to affect his judgment.
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It’s almost as he thought that God would not notice!
I read in a book about Hitler, “Absolute power corrupted him completely.”

The lesson for us is that no one is above the law.

Each of us no matter how influential is subject to God’s and man’s law.

We must be sure we obey.

8. God was displeased.

David was guilty of at least three vile sins. But apparently his conscience was not
troubled. Other oriental monarchs may consider themselves absolute master of their

people’s lives. Israel’s king is clearly placed under the judgment of God
All of us, no matter how powerful, are under God’s judgment and authority. The

corporate and religious scandals of the past few years show us that we are all accountable

for our actions.

God notices when we disobey. God’s name is dishonored when we disobey.

Nathan told David, “Your sin has given God’s enemies great occasion to blaspheme.”
How we need to strive to be obedient to God’s Word and to His Spirit’s guidance.

How we need to fear dishonoring God’s name with our unholy conduct.

9. David had almost everything he could ever want and yet, he wanted more.

How like us sometimes...God blesses and blesses us. We have so much stuff.

And so often we are unhappy and want more.

How we need to learn the secret of being content with what we have...of being happy

with where God has placed us...
Of being grateful for what we have.

I could camp out here for awhile. As I move around the truck stops there are so many
people who are unhappy. Mad about their situation, about what happens to them.

Often that’s true of us. It can be so easy for us to complain. We need to remember

that when we complain we’re really blaming God for our situation.
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How much better for us to gratefully count our many blessings...To thank God for the

good things...to have an attitude of gratitude.

1. God’s Word is authentic.

2. Idleness is the devil’s workshop.

3. Never take a second look at seduction.
4. Never abuse your power.

5. Always be obedient to God, His Word and His Spirit.
6. Remember sin usually leads to more sin.

7. No one is above the law.

8. God is displeased with our sin.
9. Be content with where you are and what you have.
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