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Everything is Against Me!...............................Gen. 42:29-38

I am indebted to R.C. Sproul of Ligonier Ministeries for the insight for this message.

Pretty messed-up world we live in today.

Sept. 11th tragedy— 2,800+ snatched into eternity at the World Trade Centers

Anthrax threat...

Threat of further terrorist attacks...

Threat of bio-tech terrorist attacks...

Arab-Israeli issue seems likely to spiral out of control in the Middle East...

The awful mortuary debacle in Georgia...Over 300 corpses left to rot instead of being cremated.

Innocent children/young adults caught in a growing sex scandal in the Catholic Church...

David Gergen writes in U.S. News & World Report, April 8, 2002:

Quote,

A familiar dread gripped and twisted inside each of us last week as we watched new

disorders develop in the world.  How could any human being blow up Jews sitting down

for a sacred dinner?  Why would Israeli tanks seemingly threaten Yasser Arafat's life,

knowing his martyrdom would bring everlasting revenge?  And what, pray tell, could

we in America do to stop the injustice, the brutality—the sheer breakdown of civilized

life—that seems to be spreading before us?  Only a few years ago, it appeared we were at

the dawn of a bright, new millennium.  Now darkness intrudes everywhere.  Terrorists

strike us out of the blue; admired corporations collapse overnight, done in by

corruption; a shelf of Antarctic ice the size of Rhode Island, thousands of years old,

disintegrates, perhaps because of our own excesses; and the Middle East runs deep with

blood.

End of quotation

In my work at the mission, I often listen to heart-rending stories of abuse and pain.

Several years ago I listened to a young man who had lost his wife and 6-year-old daughter in a

tragic accident which he blamed himself for.
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Several weeks ago a young man told me of physical, sexual and mental abuse.  When he was  2

years old his mother was murdered.  His dad tied him and his 3-year-old brother to a bed.  Put 9-

month-old sister in a dresser drawer covered with dirty diapers and left.  Only after they stopped

crying two days later did the neighbors call the police because they thought they were dead.  As he

grew up he was shuttled from foster home to foster home.  Two colleagues and I helped walk him

through a time of forgiveness and relinquishment.  Some of the questions he gave us which haunted

his soul were addressed to his dad...

Why did you have me if you didn't want me?

Why did you abandon us?

Why won't you tell me where my mom's ashes are?

Why aren't you still willing to admit I'm your son, Dad?

Jim had given me two sheets of paper.  One listed his questions and the other contained a list of

people he hated as a result of the trauma in his life.  After we prayed with Jim we placed the papers

in a container.  Jim set them on fire and we watched them burn as a form of closure for him.

It is no accident that some of the most popular books in the religious market have titles like:

Where is God When it Hurts?

Disappointed With God

Lord, I Want to be Whole

The Gift of Pain

Overcoming Hurts and Anger

Have You Felt Like Giving up Lately?

If God is so Good, Why do I Hurt so Bad?

Finding Purpose in Your Pain

In light of all this, it is no wonder that people are cracking under the strain.  Some would even

go so far as to question God's sovereign hand in their lives.

Some even come to a crisis of reason in which they question their faith in God.

If you listened closely to the Scripture Bro. ____________________ read this (morning)

(evening), you know that this is not a new phenomena.  In our text we see the patriarch Jacob

throwing up his hands and saying in the NIV, "Everything is against me!".
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This was not just anybody saying "Everything is against me".

This was Jacob—

Father of the 12 sons who became heads of the tribes of the nation of Israel.

This was the grandson of Abraham, the father of the faithful.

This was the man who had heard about God from his youth from his father and grandfather.

This was the man who slept and witnessed angels going into heaven.  He said, "...Surely the

LORD is in this place; and I knew it not."1

This was the man who wrestled all night with God and prevailed!

This was the man who God had protected from a vengeful brother.

This was the man who, while fleeing from his brother, lay down to sleep and saw a ladder from

earth to heaven in a dream.  Angels of God were ascending and descending on the ladder.  And then

the Lord God Jehovah stood above the ladder and said to Jacob,

“I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land

on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants.

14 “Your descendants will also be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread

out to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and in you and in

your descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed.

15 “Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring

you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have

promised you.”2

But we see him here wringing his hands and acting like God had abandoned him.

Acting like God has lost his strong sovereign right arm of power.

Like God has stopped showing an interest in him and his family.

Possibly you identify with Jacob today.

Possibly your life is coming apart at the seams.

Possibly your heart bleeds and aches—

You wonder how you can go on.  How much more you can bear.

Beloved, this passage gives us a little insight into Jacob's pain and then a clear view of God's

sovereign, loving hand in his and our lives.

God's hand is working quite differently than Jacob perceives it.

                                                          

1The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.

2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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The invisible hand of God is actually planning and working the exact opposite of the trouble

which Jacob sees as reality.

Jacob thought God had forsaken him.

There had been a devastating drought in his country.

He had watched as the food supplies dwindled and the grass turned to stubble..

He had sent his sons out to Egypt to buy food.  There are few things worse than a parent seeing

his/her children going hungry.

In our text they have returned with food but without Simeon.  Trembling with fear, the boys

spilled out their story to Jacob.

"The ruler of Egypt spoke harshly to us.  He accused us of being spies.  We told him we were

honest men—brothers, sons of one father.

"One of our brothers is no more and one is with our father in Canaan.

"Then the man said to us, 'OK.  This is how I will know if you are honest men and not spies:

Leave Simeon here with me; Return home and bring your younger brother back to me.  If you

do that I will know you are not spies and I will allow you to trade in the land'".

As they were talking, they began to empty their sacks and every sack had the purchase money

inside the bag.  The men were terrified.  In. v. 36 of our text, Jacob says, “You have bereaved me

of my children: Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more,..."3 "And now you want to take

Benjamin!  Over my dead body will you guys take Benjamin."

I think the conversation went something like this:

"That's two!

"That's the second time you men have left my tent and returned without one of my sons."

These were the men who had sold Joseph into Egypt, dipped the hated cloak into the blood of a

kid and given it to Jacob as if Joseph had been torn by a wild animal.

Then they had watched as day by day their father's shoulders grew more stooped, his steps

became more slow, and he aged prematurely as he nursed his great grief for his son Joseph.

Can you begin to imagine the guilt that tore at their hearts as they knew they had lied and

caused their father's great grief and pain?

 Jacob thought the reality was that Joseph was dead.  That he would never see him again.

 Jacob thought the reality was that Simeon was dead.  That he would never see him again.

Jacob thought reality was that he and his family were going to die of starvation.

                                                          

3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.



6

Jacob thought reality was that God had forsaken him as he cries, "Everything is against me!".

These were the facts as Jacob saw them.  But they were not the truth.

The truth was that Joseph was not dead.  Joseph was the Prime Minister of the most powerful

nation on earth.  He was very much alive and God was, even as Jacob despaired, sovereignly

arranging for the most sweet and joyous reunion between Jacob and Joseph.

God was arranging for Joseph to superintend and supervise the tender caring for of Jacob and his

family during the most devastating famine Jacob could imagine.

The reality was that God was very much in control.

The truth about Simeon was that he was not dead.  He was very much alive.  He thought the

Prime Minister was his jailer.  In reality he had never had it so good.  He was protected in an

Egyptian jail.  He was provided with all his needs and wants by the Prime Minister of Egypt who

was his brother and took very seriously the mandate to be his brother's keeper.

Reality was Simeon never had it better or was any more alive.  God was also arranging a reunion

between him and his father.

Today you and I serve a sovereign God whose invisible hand of providence is in control of every

aspect of our lives.

We can learn from this text this (morning) (evening).

Think with me quickly about 4 lessons:

#1 We serve a God who is in sovereign control of our lives.

#2 We need an eternal focus.

#3 We serve a God who works miracles.

#4 We serve a God who brings beauty from ashes.

First: A Sovereign God

We see God's sovereignty all through this account.

Jacob thought everything was against him.

He felt God had lost his ability to control events in his and his family's lives.

But as we have seen God was very much in control.

His sovereign, invisible hand was guiding and superintending all along the way.

What a lesson for us.
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We need to place our faith in the sovereign God of the universe who has promised that if

wetrust in him he will "direct our steps".

Even when the way is rocky and hard, even when our hearts ache, we need to continue to trust

in our unchanging God and his love for us.

This sovereign God has promised never to leave us or forsake us.

Corrie and Betsie Ten Boom were taken to the dreaded concentration camp Ravensbuck.

Corrie had a small black bag tied to a string which went around her neck.  The bag contained a

small Bible.

As the women were herded into the inspection lines, they had to strip off all their clothing and

walk naked past a dozen guards to the shower room.  Coming out of the shower room, each woman

wore only a thin regulation dress and a pair of shoes.

Betsie and Corrie didn't know how to hide the Bible.  They begged the guard to show them the

toilets.  He jerked his head in the direction of the shower room.  "Use the drain holes," he snapped.

As they moved toward the shower room they saw a pile of old wooden benches crawling with

cockroaches.  The benches looked like heaven itself.

In an instant the little bag was slipped from around Corrie's neck and hidden in the benches.

10 minutes later, the Bible was again under her dress, but the dress was so thin and flimsy that is

showed right through.

At the exit the guards were feeling every prisoner—front, back and sides.  The woman ahead of

Corrie was searched.  Betsie, who was behind Corrie, was searched.  The guards did not touch or

look at Corrie.

Outside the building there was a second ordeal—Another line of guards examining each

prisoner again.  As Corrie slowed down, the captain roughly pushed her through the line saying,

"Move along!  You're holding up the line!"

The Bible was used to hold secret Bible study groups for an ever-growing group of believers, and

Barracks 28 became known thoughout the camp as the crazy place where they hope.  God in his

sovereignty arranged for those two dear saints to have a forbidden Bible in Ravenbuck.

Second, An Eternal Focus

One of the lessons we can learn from Jacob is that our view of things and circumstances isn't

God's view.  We need an eternal focus.
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 Like Jacob, we so often have our eyes on our earthly circumstances.  We need to learn to focus

instead on the eternal view—

To see our lives/circumstances in light of eternity.

A poet has written:

My Father's way may twist and turn,

My heart may throb and ache,

But in my soul I'm glad I know,

He maketh no mistake.

My cherished plans may go astray,

My hopes may fade away,

But still I'll trust my Lord to lead

For He doth know the way.

Tho' night be dark and it may seem

That day will never break;

I'll pin my faith, my all in Him,

He maketh no mistake.

There's so much now I cannot see,

My eyesight's far too dim;

But come what may, I'll simply trust

And leave it all to Him.

For by and by the mist will lift

And plain it all He'll make.

Though all the way, tho' dark to me,

He made not one mistake.

— A. M. Overton

The Weaver
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My life is but a weaving

Between my Lord and me,

I cannot choose the colors

He worketh steadily.

Ofttimes He weaveth sorrow,

And I in foolish pride

Forget He sees the upper

And I, the underside.

Not till the loom is silent

And the shuttles cease to fly

Shall God unroll the canvas

And explain the reason why.

The dark threads are as needful

In the Weaver's skillful hand

As the threads of gold and silver

In the pattern He has planned.

J. I. Packer tells how one night he was awakened from sleep and impressed by God to write

words of encouragement to a friend who had lost his wife and had just been diagnosed with cancer.

Packer told his friend something like this:

I am so sorry about the grief and pain you are going through.  I t is such a great

honor for you to realize that God knows you are faithful enough to him that he can

entrust you with this pain.

Packer was pointing his friend to a powerful insight that we should see pain as God entrusting

us with the honor of bearing it in his name.

Paul picks up on this theme in Philippians 3:10 when he writes "..that I may know Him and

the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings..."4
                                                          

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Of course, Jacob didn't have the advantage we have of being able to read the book of Romans.

Paul hadn't written it yet.

Today you and I can read the precious promises Paul writes for us:

And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who

love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.5

— Romans 8:28

35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

36 Just as it is written,

“FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG;

WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.”

37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.

38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,

39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us

from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.6

— Rom. 8:35-39

I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am

an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.7

— Rom. 11:1

No Jacob, God isn't going to abandon you or us.

Beloved, you and I today can take great comfort in those words.

God will cause all things to work together for our good and his glory.  We cannot always see his

hand, but we can trust his Word and his heart.

He has promised never to leave us or forsake us.

When your world is coming apart, comfort your throbbing heart with the promise of God.

                                                          

5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.

6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.

7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Third— A God of Miracles

We can learn from Jacob that we serve a God who specializes in doing miracles.

God's hand is not shortened.  His power is not diminished.

In 2 Kings chapter 6, Elisha and his servant were staying in Dothan.

The king of Aram sent horses and chariots and a great army to surround the place.  In words

much like Jacob's, he cried, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?”8  It's not hard to hear him

saying "Everything is against us!"

Elisha answered, “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are

with them.”9

When God opened the servant's eyes he saw all around their house fiery chariots and horses.

The fiery guardsmen stood between the men of God and their enemies.

Beloved, God still works miracles.

The account is told of a missionary couple whose compound was surrounded by savage warriors

one night.  The missionaries were completely cut off from escape and expected to be slaughtered.

They spent hours in prayer and suddenly the enemy warriors melted into the jungle.

Several years later the chief of the warriors was converted.  The missionaries asked him why

they hadn't killed them that night?

The chief looked surprised and said, "Who were all those big fiery men with swords all around

your house?"

The missionaries said, "There were no men.  We were alone."  And then they realized that the

angels of God had protected them from death that night.

During World War I There was a similar miracle in which a group of Allied troops were

surrounded and about to be massacred when, without explanation, the enemy forces withdrew and

the Allied troops were able to get to safety.  After the war it was learned that the enemy troops had

seen big fiery men surrounding the Allied troops and had fled in panic.

Several years ago Barb and I were doing a book table at Willow Valley.  Sight and Sound had the

booth across from ours.  The man who was in the booth told me the following story:

                                                          

8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.

9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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During a showing of Noah, a busload of teens came from New Jersey to witness the production.

When it was over they all got on their almost new bus.

The driver put the key in the lock and turned it.  There was not response.  It was absolutely

dead.

They tried for awhile to get it going, but after having no success they called their office in New

Jersey.

They said, "Sit tight.  We are sending another bus and a mechanic to rescue you."

During the several hours it took for help to arrive, the kids discussed the production with their

advisors.  As they waited and discusses, several of the kids made professions of faith in Jesus Christ.

When the relief bus arrived, the mechanic said, "Before I look under the hood, let me try it

again."  As he turned the key in the lock, the engine sprang to life.  They drove that bus all the way

back home.  The next day they put it in the shop, determined to get to the bottom of what had

caused it to fail to start.  They went all over that bus with a fine-tooth comb.  They checked

everything out, and they never did find anything wrong.

Our sovereign God worked a miracle which resulted in several of those young people coming to

know Christ as Savior.

Fourth: Beauty From Ashes

God specializes in bringing beauty from ashes.

Jacob thought his life was burnt to ashes.  He thought "everything was against him", but our

sovereign God brought beauty from the ashes of his life.

We serve that same God today.  He can take the ashes of our heartaches and sorrows and make

something beautiful from them.

Jim's papers burned to these ashes.  As we stood around the ashes one of my colleagues said,

"Jim, God can bring beauty from these ashes."

God can take the ashes of our wasted lives and turn them into beautiful testimonies of his grace.

Chuck Swindoll tells how early in his career he received orders to go halfway around the world.

He couldn't believe it.  He and Cynthia had been married only a couple of years and now they were

going to be separated for at least 16 months.
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Chuck and Cynthia looked at that letter as one of the worst things that could have happened

to them.  They cried all night.  But God used that awful letter to bring beauty from ashes.

Chuck went to the country of Japan alone.  His mind stopped resisting and he yielded to God's

direction.

While there he developed a special relationship with a Christian man named Bob Newkirk.  Bob

gave Chuck an Amplified New Testament.  Chuck read it 3 times while there.  Bob had marked

Philippians 3:10... "[For my determined purpose is] that I may know Him [that I may

progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, perceiving and

recognizing and understanding the wonders of His Person more strongly and more

clearly]..."10

Chuck made that verse his life goal.  He realized he would not have met Bob Newkirk in

Houston or San Francisco.  He was the outsider in a foreign culture and he would find himself again

and again having to look up and to learn a whole new way of walking.  His love for Christ really

began to bloom.

Chuck would never have chosen that assignment.  He thought the forced separation from

Cynthia was awful.  But God took those ashes of loneliness and separation and used it to prepare

Chuck for the beautiful ministry of service in which he has used him for all these years.

As we face the trials, storms and heartaches of life, may our prayer and life goal be "...that I may

know Him [that I may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with

Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His Person more

strongly and more clearly]..."

1. A Sovereign God

2. An Eternal Focus

3. A God of Miracles

4. Beauty From Ashes

                                                          

10The Amplified New Testament, (La Habra CA: The Lockman Foundation) 1999.
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