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Exodus

The exodus of the Hebrews from the nation of Egypt is the supreme

redemptive act of the OT.
In the book of Exodus we see the family of Jacob who have found refuge

from the famine of Canaan by settling in Egypt. That family has grown and
is now enslaved by the Pharaoh of Egypt.

The book records the call of Moses to lead the people out of the land of

slavery into the promised land of Canaan.
From Egypt the people are led through the Red Sea, their enemies are

destroyed and they are formed into a nation at Mt. Sinai.
God gives them the covenant of law and they promise to obey the Word of

the Lord.

They come to the borders of the promised land and make the fatal mistake

of failing to trust God.
Instead they are condemned to wander in the wilderness for approximately

38 years until all the generation that rebelled and refused to trust God have

died in the wilderness.

Almost everything about the Exodus event is disputed by modern
scholars…

• There is debate about Moses' authorship of the first five books of the
Bible.

• There is dispute about whether the Exodus actually happened.

• There is dispute about if it did when it happened.
• The location of the body of water the Hebrews crossed and in which the

Egyptians drowned is disputed.
• The route of the Exodus is disputed with at least four major theories

being put forth for where they went.

• There are at least twelve sites proposed for the location of Mt. Sinai.
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• There is of course argument over who the Pharaoh of the oppression
and the Exodus were.

• In fact, there are over 100 different areas in question among scholars
as to the events related to the Exodus of Israel from Egypt.

Well! Have I gotten your curiosity aroused? Today I don't plan to deal

with those questions.
If you want answers to them you'll have to come to BBI and take the class

on the Exodus. I certainly don't propose to have all of the answers, but we

will look at some of the possibilities as we study at BBI.

Today I'd like to share a brief outline of God's nature as revealed in The

Book of Exodus.

It would be hard to find a single major topic of Old or New Testament
theology which isn't dealt with and developed in the OT book of Exodus.

In this book we see many snapshots of God's nature. Today we would like
to share them with you. I am indebted to The Tyndale OT Commentary on

Exodus for much of the material in today's message.

We will look briefly at ten snapshots of the God who is revealed in the OT

book of Exodus.

1. The God who controls history
2. The God who is YHWH

3. The God who is holy

4. The God who remembers
5. The God who acts in salvation

6. The God who acts in judgment

7. The God whose anger may be averted
8. The God who speaks
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9. The God who is transcendent
10. The God who lives among His people

First, The God Who Controls History

Exodus reveals God as the unseen controller of history and circumstances.
We see God controlling events in Exodus chapter 1. In v. 7 the people are

fruitful and multiply greatly so that the land is filled with them. Then we see
God bringing a new king on the scene who is not friendly to the Hebrews.

That king tries to control the Hebrews by killing the boy babies, but God

arranges that the more they are oppressed the more they grow. We see that
nothing is beyond God's control, not even the stubbornness of a Pharaoh.

In chapter 4:21 we see God saying to Moses:

“When you go back to Egypt see that you perform before Pharaoh all
the wonders which I have put in your power; but I will harden his
heart so that he will not let the people go.1"

The Hebrews saw the Exodus as the supreme fact of all history and as
God's act of salvation for Israel.

They had been there. They had seen God open the sea and destroy the

pursuing Egyptians. All things were under the control of this God.
But this control is not arbitrary or without purpose.

God, we are told in Rom. 8:28, overrules all events for the ultimate good of

His children.
We see this in the opening chapter of Exodus. The very measures designed

to repress the Hebrews only served to make them multiply more.
God's providence and control of history is seen in the preservation of

Moses' life and his adoption by the Pharaoh's daughter.

We see God's control in the behavior of the Hebrew midwives.

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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We see this treatment of Israel and Moses even when they sin and don't
deserve God's intervention in their lives.

So what begins as a doctrine of God's providence proves to be a doctrine of
God's grace. This God who controls history continues to shower His

undeserved favor and love upon the unworthy objects of His choice.

A God who controls history…

Second, We see the God who is YHWH.

The Hebrew language did not have vowels. The name of God YHWH was
not pronounced by the Hebrews. They considered it too sacred to

pronounce. They also feared taking it in vain if they pronounced it. So the

spelling and pronunciation was lost—Scholars today think it is pronounced
something like "yakwa". The addition of vowels and letters from God's name

Adonoi gives the English name Jehovah.
YHWH/Jehovah is God's personal name.

In Exodus 3:13-15 Moses asks God, "What is Your name?". God answers, “I

AM WHO I AM”2. He tells Moses this is my name forever. The name has to
do with God's self-existent nature. It could be said, "I am the uncaused one".

To the Hebrew the "name" was a window to "character". Therefore to know
God's name is to know Him as He is, and to call upon His name, is to appeal

to Him by His known and revealed nature.

To proclaim the name of YHWH is to describe His character.
God said to Moses in Ex. 33:19, “I Myself will make all My goodness pass

before you, and will proclaim the name of the LORD before you3…". Then He
describes His graciousness and compassion.

The name YHWH ties God's reputation to Israel. God cannot abandon

them. Instead He will get glory to His name through them.

2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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The name YHWH came to mean to the OT saints the same as the name
Jesus means to the NT believer.

Just as the name of Jesus reminds us of the cross, so the name YHWH
reminded them of the Exodus.

Exodus 20:2 says, “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.4"
We know that God's name is only revealed to us by God Himself. We learn

the meaning of His name by what He says and does. Scholars believe God's
name relates to His being in the active sense of being present. Israel serves a

"God who is there", active in history, revealing Himself in word and deed.

YHWH was the God who led them out of Egypt, in the wilderness and into
Canaan.

God's name will be increasingly revealed until its NT revelation will come in

Jesus Christ.
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory,

glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.5
YHWH is defined as a zealous or jealous God both in punishing and in

keeping covenant.

Third, The God who is Holy

God is Holy. When God revealed Himself to Moses at the burning bush God
said, "… remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are

standing is holy ground.6"
In The Book of Leviticus "holy" is one of the most frequent adjectives used

to define the nature and being of God.

The basic idea is to be set apart and different from common things.

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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The separateness of God is not merely a difference in being but a
difference in His moral nature. God is Holy in His very nature.

The root of our opposition to God does not lie in our inability to
understand His will but in our will to obey—

Exodus 21-23 is an attempt to define what it means to be God's holy

people.
Holiness should be in its deepest sense a definition of God's nature as He

expects to find it reflected in His children.
Since God is Holy He is offended and hurt by unholy living in the lives of

His children.

Even though we are far from Holy we should strive to pattern our lives
after the holiness of Jesus Christ. We are often far too easy on our unholy

lifestyles. We tolerate things in our own lives which we would condemn in

others.
We need to daily take God's command to be holy, for I am holy7 seriously.

We need to be intentional about making godly choices in everything we do,
say or think.

God delights in our holiness and our unholiness is a source of pain to His

holy nature.
Let's strive for holiness as we serve Him.

A God who is Holy…

Fourth, The God who Remembers

In Exodus 2:24 we read, "So God heard their groaning; and God

remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.8" This doesn't

imply that God can forget, but it expresses the changelessness of God. God is

not capricious or arbitrary.

7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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What we learn about God in His dealings in the past may be used as a guide
to God's performance in the future.

To Hebrew thought "to remember" is "to act". Gen. 8:1 says God
remembered Noah. God acted in such a way to Noah as to show the

consistency of His character.

In the text of Exodus the whole movement of salvation that culminated in
the Sinai covenant is a fulfillment of divine promised stemming from the

covenant with Abraham.
Christ symbolized the "new covenant" at the last supper.

Covenant is central to both Old and New Testament teaching.

Covenants were sealed in blood. Covenants expressed the mutual
obligations of the parties.

Covenants were often made between equals, sometimes between a lesser

and a greater. We see examples of both kinds of covenants in the OT and in
secular history.

The God who remembers and acts is the God who completely out of love
and grace enters into covenant with us who are clearly inferior to Him. This

is accomplished through the shedding of the covenant blood of our Savior

Jesus Christ.
Israel could see God as a "God who acts" and could wait in confident faith

for Him to act again in accordance with His word of promise.

The God who remembers / the God who acts…

Fifth, The God who Acts in Salvation

Salvation is seen as the characteristic activity of God: It is His nature to

rescue the oppressed and helpless.

In Exodus 3:8 God is the God who comes down to deliver them from the
power of the Egyptians. To redeem is a synonym which has a rich history in

both Old and New Testaments. The Hebrew word (gâ' al) has the meaning of

"to pay the purchase price".

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


8

We see the word used in Exodus 6:6 where God says, " I will also redeem

you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments.9"
We see the word again in Exodus 15:13 where we are told, "… in thy

lovingkindness hast led the people that thou hast redeemed10…"

The word literally means to act the part of a kinsman-redeemer as

exemplified in Ruth. God acted to save His people from Egyptian slavery.
He led, protected and fed them in the wilderness.

Finally God is the God who acts to bring His redeemed into a rich heritage.
It was the crossing of the sea that was the defining moment to the

Hebrews of the God who acts in salvation.

The true enemy is not the sea, but the stubborn Pharaoh, the man who
has tried to pit himself against God.

The fall of Pharaoh is a fitting symbol of the impossibility of striving
against God or of thwarting His plans.

The crossing of the sea became a fitting symbol of God's act of salvation

for Israel.

A God who acts in salvation…

Sixth, The God who Acts in Judgment

God not only acts in salvation, but He is a God who can be angry with His

own servants. In Exodus 4:14 we read, "Then the anger of the LORD burned

against Moses11…"
In John 3:36 Jesus says, "…he who does not believe the Son shall not see

life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”12
As great as God's grace is, so great is His judgment on unrepentant sin.

9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
101901 American Standard Version, (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.) 1994.
11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
12The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.
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In Exodus 32:28 we see the judgment of God in the slaughter of those who
worshipped the golden calf. This was God's judgment on His people. The

plagues of Egypt and the overthrow of Egypt in the Red Sea show God's
judgment against His foes.

Israel applied the same yardstick to disaster as she had done to triumph.

One was the result of the salvation of God. The other was His punishment.
Normally it is stubborn opposition to Him which arouses His anger in the

case of His enemies. It is unfaithfulness that arouses His anger in the case of
His own servants.

We see both these principles spelled out in Exodus 20:5-6:

…for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations
of those who hate Me,

6 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who
love Me and keep My commandments.13

God saves because He loves and punishes His people because the exclusive

bond of that love has been outraged.

Later in the OT the covenant between YHWH and Israel will be likened to
the marriage bond by Hosea, Jeremiah and Ezekiel.

So sin against God is described as adultery, unfaithfulness to the marriage
vow.

God's anger is raised when we fail to keep His moral law.

Israel was terrified of God's anger. In Exodus 20:19 they said to Moses,
“Speak to us yourself and we will listen; but let not God speak to us, or we
will die.”14

Such fear was an appreciation of God's true nature and a realization of

Israel's own sinfulness.

13The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
14The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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The very God who is angry has provided for Israel the means by which His
anger can be averted: He does not delight to punish but to save.

A God who acts in judgment…

Seventh, the God Whose Anger may be Averted

YHWH is also the God whose wrath can be turned aside. Repentance can
avert His wrath.

Intercessory prayer as in Exodus 8:8 where Moses prayed for Pharaoh can

turn His wrath away.
Sin offerings also can avert God's wrath.

We see this also in the book of Leviticus. Perhaps the supreme example of

God's anger being averted is by the noble intercessory prayer of Moses after
the episode of the golden calf. Moses identified with his people in his

willingness to share their very judgment.
Paul says much the same in Rom. 9:3 when he says, "For I could wish that I

myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren,
my kinsmen according to the flesh…"15…"

We see Abraham praying for Sodom in Gen. 18. This is not a plea for
forgiveness from someone who is unwilling to forgive. This is a claiming of

the loving purpose that God had already revealed.
God is a God who delights in compassion, lovingkindness and truth.

The offering of such an intercessory prayer "is to make an atonement".

Usually this involved the blood of a sacrificial animal seen as a sin offering.
Exodus gives several examples where the blood of an animal offered as a

sin offering atoned for Aaron and his sons.
It is the shed blood symbolizing life laid down which atones upon the altar

and averts God's wrath.

15The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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This concept of averting God's wrath through sin offerings reached its
height at the temple at Jerusalem. There on the great altar atonement was

made.
Again this was not done to exact forgiveness from a vengeful God but was

an acceptance of that God's gracious provision of the way of approach to

Him.
Man could find forgiveness for sins when there was a broken, contrite

heart. There was no forgiveness for high-handed sin.
Numbers 15:27-31 tells us the defiant sinner who sinned openly and

defiantly, thinking he could afterward buy forgiveness through a sin offering,

was to be cut off from the people of God.

An interesting use of the word "to atone" in Exodus is the word translated

mercy seat. The cover for the ark was the "atoning place" where sin was
covered.

The ark was the very place where God had promised to meet with men.
The ark became the symbol of God's very presence and the mercy seat the

symbol of God's forgiveness.

At the very heart of the concept of God's presence with Israel lay the
thought of atonement and forgiveness supplied and provided by God for His

sinful people.

Of course we today have that atonement and forgiveness through our

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We need to be mindful that we can sin in a
defiant way and cut ourselves off from fellowship and communion with Him.

A God whose anger may be averted…

Eighth, The God who Speaks

In Deuteronomy 5:26, the first time we see the term "The Living God", it is

in connection with God speaking. This is one of the ways God shows He is
living and active. God is a God who reveals Himself in words.
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We see this in Exodus 3 where Moses meets God at the burning bush. God
and Moses have a dialogue. God speaks to Moses.

To say that God is a God who speaks is to say that God's revelation is
intellectually comprehensible and communicable. It can be understood by

the recipient and preached to others.

We see this in the sequence of prophets sent to minister to God's people.
When the prophet says, "Thus says YHWH" he is speaking from personal

experience. He has heard God speak and he speaks God's message to the
people.

Moses' unique relationship to God is that God "speaks" with him face to

face and openly (Ex. 33:11).
The great covenant at Sinai was on the basis of the "words" of God.

God continues to reveal Himself to His people through the rest of the OT.

God's fullest revelation of Himself to us is through His dear Son the divine
Word of God who perfectly reveals to us who God is.

A God who speaks…

Ninth, The God who is Transcendent

The dictionary defines transcendent as…

Surpassing others of the same kind…

Pre-eminent…
To pass beyond a human limit…

To exist above and independent of…

These words describe the God who is revealed to us in The Book of Exodus.

God is one who cannot be experienced directly in His fullness by mortal
man.
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This is borne out in Exodus 33:20 where God tells Moses, “You cannot see

My face, for no man can see Me and live!”16
There is an "otherness" about God when compared with us.
He is far above us in holiness, strength, power and wisdom.

In Exodus 3:2 we are told that the "angel of the LORD17" appeared to

Moses in the burning bush.
Theologians speak of these appearances of the "angel of the LORD18"

as "theophanies" (the appearance of God)

or Christophanies (appearances of the pre-incarnate Christ)

God appears in the person of an angel. It is obvious when He appears that
He is transcendent, far above others.

The tension has always been how to put together God's transcendence and

His active participation in world history.
We see this tension in The Book of Exodus. He cannot be experienced

directly yet we can know something of His presence.
He is a God of glory. Exodus says, "The glory of YHWH appeared in the

cloud" (Ex 16:10). The Hebrew words "weight" and "dignity" are words used

to denote the presence of God when manifested to men.
The words suggest not only the splendor and glory of God but something

of His awfulness. Even the reflected glory of God shining from Moses' face

terrified the Hebrews.
In Exodus 24:17 God's glory is compared to a devouring fire.

God's glory is said to dwell in the completed tent in Exodus 40:34.
Sometimes when God shows His transcendent glory it shows His favor (as

at the tent). Sometimes it shows His anger.

16The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
17The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
18The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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God deals with His people in a twofold way…in salvation and in judgment.
God gets glory in and by His people.

But He also gets glory by overthrowing Pharaoh and his army.
The word "glory" is like a synonym for the revealed presence of God as He

is in all His Godhead.

The word "glory" is used like this in the person of Christ. In Christ we see
the very glory of God.

A God who is transcendent…

Finally, Tenth, The God who Lives among His People

Exodus 29:45…“I will dwell among the sons of Israel and will be their

God."19. Unlike the heathen Gods, YHWH promises to dwell among His
people. Of course the God of the universe isn't tied to any earthly dwelling,

but He promises to meet His people at the tent of meeting.
In Exodus 33:14 God promises “My presence shall go with you…"20

In v. 15 Moses says, God, if you don't go with us don't lead us up from

here.
Moses sees the identity of Israel tied up in the accompanying presence of

God. Moses' call began with a confrontation with the presence of God (Ex.
3:5).

The presence of God enables Israel to cross the Red Sea but overwhelms

the Egyptians.
The presence of God leads and protects Israel in the wilderness.

The whole process of the making of the covenant and the giving of the Law
is a guarantee of the reality of this presence.

19The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
20The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


15

The construction of the tent is so God's presence may be experienced in
the very midst of Israel…Exodus 25:8…“Let them construct a sanctuary for

Me, that I may dwell among them."21

The Book of Exodus ends with the confident assurance that this same

presence will indeed continue to go with Israel, lead her into Canaan and give
her rest.

Israel failed many times to honor the covenant with YHWH, but in spite of
failures the most prized promise of the OT was God's promise to live among

His people…Isa 7:14…“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:

Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name
Immanuel."22

In the coming of Jesus Christ, the prophecy of a coming "Immanuel" ("God

in our midst") came true at last.

God lives directly among men forevermore. Type and figure have passed

away, because reality has come in Christ.

In these ten snapshots of the God of Exodus we see a rich portrait of a God
of power, salvation and judgment. This awesome God speaks to us, controls

our history and lives among us.

We can go to Him through Christ with our burdens, heartaches and cares.
He is worthy of our heartfelt adoration and praise.

Mummerts Jul 07

21The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
22The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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