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The message today is entitled “Good News.”

Many of the ideas are from brother Malcolm Smith who introduced me to the
concept of the Blood Covenant Relationship in Scripture.

The two armies faced each other across the Elah Valley about 30 mi. west of

Jerusalem. On one side stood the Philistines, on the other the armies of Israel.
For 40 days now a great giant of a man had been mocking the men of King

Saul’s army. The giant was appo. 11 ft. tall. He carried a bronze spear several
inches thick with a head that weighed 25 lbs! His armor weighed 200 lbs. and he

thought it covered him from top to bottom.
He shouted, “You men of Israel send me your best man to fight. If he kills me

we will be your servants forever. If I kill him you will serve us.”
Back in the hills of Judah, at Bethlehem, a kid brother was tending sheep. His

name was David. One day his father, Jesse, brought some cheeses and cakes of
bread and said, “Go visit your brothers in the army and check on how they are
doing.

When David arrived the army was just going out to the battlefield. David left

his things with an officer and rushed up to look for his brothers.
As he talked to them, Goliath stepped out and began insulting the army of Saul.

David watched in amazement as brave men trembled in fear. He heard them
talking about the great rewards King Saul was offering to the man who could

defeat the giant.
He eagerly offered to fight the giant and was immediately taken to the king. He

took one look at David and said, “How can a kid like you fight a man like that? He’s
been a professional soldier all his life. You’re just a boy!”

David looked earnestly at Saul and said, “When I am taking care of my father’s
sheep and a lion or a bear comes and grabs a lamb, I go after it with a club. If it
turns on me I grab it and club it to death. Surely God who can deliver me from the
lion and the bear will save me from this Philistine.”

Saul reluctantly agreed, saying, “Here, take my armor and my weapons. And
may God be with you.”
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David tried on the armor and weapons but soon took them off, saying, “I have

never worn things like this; I can hardly move.”

Then he picked up 5 smooth stones from the brook and started across the
valley.

The giant was furious. “What do you think I am,” he roared. “Am I a dog that
you are sending a boy armed with a stick and a sling to fight me?” Calling upon

the names of his gods Dagon, Ashtroth, and Balezebub he said, “Come on over here
boy, and I’ll give your flesh to the birds to eat.”

David shouted back to him, “You come to me with a sword and spear. I come to
you in the name of the LORD of the armies of heaven and of Israel. He will deliver

you into my hand and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel.”
As Goliath approached, David ran to meet him. Reaching into his bag he placed

a stone in his sling and flung it at the giant. The stone found its mark and the
giant went limp and collapsed in a heap.

David ran up, pulled out the giant’s sword and cut off his head.
With a great shout, the armies of Saul leaped forward to chase the fleeing

Philistines. The armies of Israel won a great victory that day.
After the battle King Saul asked to talk with the brave young man. While he

was at the palace he was introduced to Saul’s son. Jonathon was a most unusual
chap. All that Saul was, he wasn’t. He loved God, wanted to do his will and was
willing to give up his throne if God wanted him to.

There was an immediate bond of love and respect between the two young men.

King Saul asked David to stay at the palace. When the king was troubled David
played soothing music to ease his mind. David and Jonathon had many
opportunities to visit together. Before long they entered into a blood covenant
with each other. This covenant is described in 1 Sam. chapter 18.

This covenant was a well-defined ritual among the Hebrews. Gen. 15 describes
the cutting of a covenant between God and Abraham. It consisted of several parts.

First…a pledge of aid and assistance to the other, including the sharing of all
one’s possessions with the other should he ever need them.

Second…If necessary each party pledged to defend the other to the death.
Third…The covenant also applied to all children who may be born to either of

the covenant brothers if they chose to accept it.
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As part of the ritual their wrists were cut. Their two wrists were placed

together to allow their blood to mingle. Then the wounds were sealed in such a

way that a time-lasting scar resulted. That scar was very important.
It reminded the bearer of the fact of covenant. Every time David or Jonathon

glanced at that scar they remembered that it was their duty to help and defend
him should he ever need it.

The scar was also good if you were attacked. The attacker would see the scar
and realize there was more of you than he saw. The other fellow might be bigger
than both of you and he was sworn to defend you. It was good to have the scar.

After the covenant Saul became more and more jealous of David. Several times

David had to duck as Saul tried to pin him to the wall with a javelin. David was
forced to flee for his life.

Saul tried to find and kill David for 6 long years. He told his sons and servants
to kill David. Several times David had the opportunity to kill Saul but spared his

life. Finally the Philistines and Israel fought a battle and in one day Saul and
Jonathon were killed.

When word of their death reached Saul’s family they fled in all directions. They
were afraid David would be crowned king and kill them all.

A nurse picked up little 5-year-old Mephibosheth, Jonathon’s son, and hurried
out with him. In her haste she tripped and fell. His little legs were dashed to the
pavement and he would be lame for the rest of his life. His family took him down
to a small desert encampment called Lo-de-bar. There he grew into manhood

constantly nursing an intense hatred toward David.
He was told, and believed:
“David will kill you if he can. Be sure you get him first!”
As he dragged his lifeless legs around the desert on crutches, he often schemed

and plotted ways to kill David.
Meanwhile war broke out between the family of David and the family of Saul.

David became stronger and stronger and Saul’s family became weaker and weaker.
Finally David conquered and was crowned king.

One day David glanced at his wrist and noticed the scar. He remembered the
covenant with Jonathon. He sent for one of Saul’s servants named Ziba. David
explained about the covenant and asked if Jonathon had any living sons.
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Ziba said, “Yes, there is one. He is at Lo-de-bar. David quickly summoned an

officer and ordered him to take chariots and men and bring Mephibosheth to him.

Now put yourself in the place of Mephibosheth. All your life you have been
taught, and believed, that if David ever found you he would kill you if you were
fortunate, torture you if you weren’t.

Now the chariots of David’s palace guard are surrounding the place. You know

what’s coming. It’s all over for you.
The officer demands the presence of Mephibosheth. He is placed in the chariot

and without a word of explanation is carried swiftly back to Hebron.
He is ushered into the presence of the king. And in fear and trembling falls

down on his face before him.
David leans over and says, “At last I’ve found you, Mephibosheth.”
Mephibosheth probably thought, “Yeah—I’m waiting for it! Go ahead, say it.

‘Off with his head! To the dungeon!’ Anything, but get it over with!”

David said, “Mephibosheth, I want to be kind to you because of your father
Jonathon. Furthermore I am going to restore to you all the lands and property of
your father and grandfather.

“Not only that but I want to adopt you into the royal family and have you live

with me at the palace as one of my sons.”
At this Mephibosheth probably stammered, “But David, you can’t do this to me.

I’m not worthy. All my life I have hated you. I’ve been at the center of every plot
to kill you. You don’t know how I’ve hated you! I’m not worthy. I’m a dead dog.”

That had special meaning to a Hebrew. Dogs were offensive to them. They threw
them on the garbage heap when they died. Mephibosheth was saying, “David, don’t
you hear me? I’m fit for the garbage heap, I’m not worthy.”

David leaned over on his throne and said, “Mephibosheth, I know you aren’t

worthy of this but do you see this little scar here on my wrist?”
Before you were ever born, Mephibosheth, your father and I entered into a

covenant. And if you choose to accept it, that covenant includes you. And I am
not doing this to you for your own sake, but for the sake of your father Jonathon.

And at that moment Mephibosheth had the greatest decision of his young life to
make. He had to decide if he wanted to enter into the covenant which David had
already made in his covenant-head Jonathon.
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You may say, “Wow! Some decision! A sumptuous palace or a dirty desert

encampment. Lo-de-bar—or the palace!”

But it was a decision! All his life he had lived in Lo-de-bar. All his family and
friends were there. If he entered into covenant with David he was turning his back
on all that and forsaking everything he had ever held dear.

Mephibosheth made that decision. He died to Lo-de-bar—He died to every

friend he ever had and came alive to David.
Two servants stand at his side and help him to his feet. “My Lord Prince

Mephibosheth!” They put an ermine cape around him and help him on to the best
pair of crutches he has ever seen.

It probably took some getting used to! As he woke up the next morning
between silk sheets. 24 hours ago he was in the desert. Now two servants hold the
ermine cape. They’ve already got the bath water just right. Soon he is sitting at
David’s table eating breakfast.

All his life he’s hated that man at the head of the table. Now he’s sitting at his
table. He doesn’t deserve it.

And he is just about to get up and walk away when David passes the marmalade,
and he sees a little scar on his wrist. And he remembers all over again that he isn’t

there because of something he did but because of something his father Jonathon
and this man at the head of the table did before he was born.

I suppose every palace had one. The fellow who came up to Mephibosheth and
looked him over as if he was a worm that had just crawled out of the earth and

said, “You sure have your nerve! After all you’ve been and done to David you have
the gall to live in the palace and without a word of apology take everything you can
get.”

And Mephibosheth probably said, “You know, you don’t know the half. I agree

absolutely with what you are saying, but if you have any questions, just go find
David and ask him to show you a little scar on his wrist and explain to you why it’s
there. Because I’m not here through what I deserve. I’m here because of that
scar.”

I think most of you know what I’m talking about. You know the whole Bible is
based on this word covenant. It’s found all through the Bible. The Bible is split in
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two – the Old and the New Testaments, which are sometimes called covenants.
Because the most unbelievable Good News is that the Sovereign God of the universe

has entered into a blood covenant with us! God says to us, “I want to enter into
covenant with you! And he does it! You say, “How does he do it!?”

Very much like that simple illustration we just looked at.
I know which family I belong to—Saul’s family. Like Saul, in my flesh, I want to

do all the wrong things. I am selfish and sinful.
I think if we are honest with ourselves we would have to admit that we come

from the family of Saul.
You know the Bible rightly says, “Men love darkness rather than light because

their deeds are evil.” Isaiah says, “All we like sheep have gone astray. We have
turned every one to his own way.”

So I know where I belong. I belong to the family of Saul. And every time the
natural man confronts God he feels like Saul confronting David. He wants to get

him out of the way. He’s a threat to him. I’m sitting on the throne of my life and
I get the feeling he wants that throne.

But you see there was born into our Saul family the strangest person you’ve
ever met. He was really born into our family, yet he really seems to belong to the

other family, the family of David. Our Jonathon’s name was Jesus. He was born
into our family. He’s really one of us! And at the same time He’s God!

I don’t understand that. God doesn’t ask me to understand it, just to proclaim
it.

…that there was one person on this planet who was absolutely one of us. He
was man and yet at the same time he was God. And he is one of our family, but he
is completely unlike our family because he lived to do his father’s pleasure. And I
look at him and I know in him I have the only one who could enter into covenant

with God.
I cannot enter into covenant with God. “How can two walk together unless they

are agreed?”
Here is a person, Jesus, who is absolutely sinless. And therefore he is the only

person who could enter into covenant with God. And this person is of such a
nature that if he could enter into covenant with God, he could carry us all into
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covenant with him the same way Jonathon took all his unborn children into
covenant with him.

You say, “How can that be?” Let me give you a simple illustration that may
help you to understand it.

How many dogs is my friend worth? Who’ll give 12 German shepherds for my
friend?—Intelligent, handsome, alert, beautiful creatures—1000 German shepherds

for my friend? But take another look. 10,000 German shepherds. Think about it.
One human life cannot be equaled by 500,000 German shepherds. You could add
German shepherd to German shepherd to infinity and still one human life would be
worth more. It’s a different kind of life! So here is one individual who is worth

more than all the German shepherds that ever could be.
Now suppose by some wonder my friend could enter right into a German

shepherd. In fact could become a German shepherd but never cease to be the
human being he is. You’d have some German shepherd!

But because he was still who he is it would be worth more than all the German
shepherds in the world.

That’s the story of the virgin birth.
How many creatures is the creator worth? It’s a silly question! The creator

holds his whole creation within himself. Add creature to creature for infinity. God
is worth more than all his creatures. And not by some supposed wonder! But in
actual fact I proclaim to you that God entered into his own creation through the
womb of the Virgin Mary. And we have one person who is absolutely man. But he

never ceased to be God. And I say it with all reverence, “You’ve got some person!”
One person who is really us and he’s worth more than all of us put together. He
contains all of us within himself.

You say, “But I wasn’t born then!”

You didn’t have to be any more than Mephibosheth did.
And as Jesus gathered his disciples around the table that we now call the last

supper, he spoke to them about spilling his blood and breaking his body for them.
They dimly understood that this God/Man was entering into covenant with them.

Of course it was no little nick in his wrist. He was nailed to the cross. His blood
was shed. His body was cruelly broken. And in so doing every one of us were there.
We were in him.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


8
That’s why it’s called “Good News!”—The good news of what God has done for

us—not what we’ve done for him. The good news is God has done something for

us.
In our one representative Jesus we entered into covenant with God the Father.

When Christ rose again from the dead he brought the seal of our covenant
relationship, the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 1:13 says, “We are sealed with that Holy

Spirit of promise.” Not just a scar in our physical bodies that will pass away, but
the Holy Spirit will stamp us on the inside and cause us to be brand new persons.

Of course we didn’t know that. Like Mephibosheth we were taught the most
awful things about God!

“Salvation is fine but don’t ever yield your life to God. He may send you to the
mission field. He might give you some unpleasant job to do. He will surely
overwork you and keep you feeling miserable.” Some people think that if God gets
the chance he will take all their freedom and happiness away.

We must be careful that we don’t have that kind of idea about God, but just like
Mephibosheth it is easy for us to cherish false concepts about God.

The Bible tells us God is entering into covenant with us, and if we accept it we
will know what God wants us to do and how he wants us to act. Heb. 8:10 says, “I

will put my laws into their minds and write them in their hearts.” The Living Bible
says, “They will know what I want them to do without me telling them.”

And when we realize it isn’t something we’ve done or earned but something our
representative Jesus Christ has done for us, we begin to understand what the Good

News is all about.
And we need to make a decision. Do we want to surrender to Christ? Nothing

we have done, nothing we can do. God says here is my covenant of salvation, if you
want it.

And that is a decision! No wonder Jesus says, “Do you want to be my disciple?
Take up a cross! Follow me. Die to your old life and come alive to a new life in
Christ.”

Jesus pulls no punches. It’s not just a simple snap of the fingers. “If you want

to be my disciple take up your cross and follow me.”
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A covenant has been made; you are included in it. Do you want to die to the

person you are? Do you want to come alive to the Father with Jesus Christ as your

life and your Lord?
Will you confess with your lips, from the very depths of your soul, that Jesus

Christ is now the rightful owner and Lord of you? And to say yes to that is to die
and to come alive again.

When Jesus spoke about taking up a cross people knew exactly what he meant!
The Romans ruled the world, but they couldn’t control those pesky Jews in
Palestine. So every so often, in a very public way, they would sweep into Palestine,
grab the ringleaders and crucify them.

They put a cross on your back, stuck a spear in your back, and commanded,
“Get moving.”

They led you past your wife and children. “Sorry honey, I can’t be your
husband any longer—there’s a cross on my back. Sorry kids. I can’t be your Daddy

anymore. I have a cross on my back.” You passed the bank; inside was the money
your hand had clutched, now there’s a nail going to be driven through that hand.
You pass the little business where you have invested your life. It doesn’t matter
now; you are going to die.

And they took you outside the city and crucified you in front of all the other
people. The Romans were saying, “This will be you if you don’t tow the line!”

That’s what Jesus meant when he said, “Take up your cross!”
The fantastic thing is that when we die to our old life we immediately come

alive to a new covenant relationship with Christ.
With Jesus living inside of us, we no longer grab at things and say, “I must have

it.” The hand that used to grab now has a nail driven through it.
When we enter into covenant and die to our old life we can enjoy life.

Everything we are or have belongs to God. We don’t need to worry about it any
more. We are free to enjoy it.

Malcolm Smith tells about visiting a very wealthy man. He finally got to see
him after going past the guards at the gate, the dogs on the lawn, the electric

doors with the double locks. The man’s first words were, “I own all this!”
Malcolm said, “Don’t be a fool, man! You don’t own it—It owns you!”
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Anything you are afraid to lose owns you. God expects us to use good

planning in our lives. But ‘til we give him complete control we will never

experience true freedom.
Like Mephibosheth, when we make the decision to die to our old life and enter

into covenant with Christ we can hardly believe the change. The Bible says we are
born again. We become new creatures in Christ Jesus.

A tadpole wiggles around in the pool, and one day he notices a pair of legs. He
stretches and out come a pair of arms.

One day he jumps right out on to a rock and looks at his new green coat.
He puts out a tongue that wasn’t there before and tastes delicious morsels he

never dreamed of before.
That’s a kind of miracle. But wrapped up in the tadpole was the frog all along.

It was really only a maturing.
2 Cor. 5:17 says, “If any man be in Christ he is a new creation (a brand new

species)”—a lot more than tadpole to frog. We need to die first and then become a
brand new person. God’s Spirit will seal you with the covenant and witness inside
of you that you are a child of God. Bro. Smith tells of a young lady who was
preparing to go into Christian service at his school.

She came up to him and asked if he remembered her?
He didn’t.
She named a street and a time 2 years before and suddenly he

remembered….That little hard kid of the street who had stumbled into one of his

meetings dressed as a prostitute and high on heroin.
Through that dope stupor she listened to his message. As the close of the

message she knelt down and said, “Lord Jesus, come into my life.” She was
instantly sober and so happy it seemed illegal.

Bro. Smith felt she wouldn’t hold out. She didn’t know enough. But already
she has influenced many of her friends to take up this new life. And now she is in
full-time Christian service.

We can’t understand the new birth with our heads. But I can tell you I am not

talking about some theory, but about what has happened to me and countless
others.
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And as I’ve been speaking it may be that the chariots of God the Holy Spirit

have encircled your encampment.

John Wesley describes his conversion experience. He says, “My heart was
strangely warmed.” We are all different. Our conversion experience may not be
like others. But if you feel now the Holy Spirit calling you to enter into covenant
with Jesus, I urge you as the ambassador of Christ in this place to accept Jesus

Christ and enter into that glorious life of covenant with Christ.
We will sing 2 verses of an invitation…hymn #
As we sing please stand or come forward if you want to enter into covenant

with Jesus, if you want to share in the Good News of salvation through faith in

Christ’s death on the cross.
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