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Sleeping in the Graveyard Rom. 11:33-36

(Charlie)

Opening— Wayne— Coming, going. Could have 3 meals a day, roof over head,

showers, clean clothing and all the snacks he wished.

Instead chooses to disappear at the most inconvenient times, (always when we

need him really badly).

He doesn't give us any notice. He simply disappears. Several days later we see

him on the streets of Gettysburg.

He is dirty, hungry, stooped and bent. Every so often he shows up at the

mission— says, "Dan, do you have any room?" Usually do but the last time he tried

to come back we were seriously overcrowded—

We had 4 men in our overflow room that usually holds 1.

We had one man on a mat on floor. He showed up one day and asked if he

could come back. I told him, "I'm sorry, but we are overcrowded." He will have to

call in a week. He called on Tue. and we were still busy.

While he is waiting to come back he is sleeping in a graveyard! He is filthy, has

no shelter and spends his nights with the gravestones, and whatever else lives

there! We say, "Man, that's crazy. He could have a warm, dry bed, 3 meals a day,

and all his needs provided! But because of a bad choice he is sleeping in the

graveyard!

In fact a week before we were overcrowded, I told him he could come back but

he said, "I'll take another week and then come back." Now he can't. We say, "How

sad! How stupid!" But I'd like to suggest tonight that we can be like this.

Think with me about how we might be sleeping in the graveyard.

1. By refusing to come to Christ for salvation
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Christ offers us eternal life. A home in heaven and help with our lives here on

earth.

John 3:16... "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth

in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

Just like Charlie it's all offered to us free. All we need do is accept it and live for

him.

But for many of us, just like Charlie, we say, "No thanks, I'll just go on living in

the graveyard of sin." If you are here without Christ tonight I challenge you to get

out of the the graveyard and into the King's palace.

Salvation is free / not cheap.

Cost the precious blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Step #1 in coming out of the graveyard is to accept the salvation Jesus Christ

freely offers.

2. By refusing to yield control of our lives to God.

Some of us have accepted Jesus as Saviour but we refuse to yield to him as Lord,

Master, Controller of our lives.

Spoke with a man a few days ago who with tears running down his face, and

great bitter sobs raking his body said, "Dan, I just keep doing my own thing. I keep

making the wrong choices. I don't yield to Christ as Lord of my life."

Because of this he was desperately unhappy and miserable.

Many of us know what our drug of choice is.

It might be

coke, grass, speed, alcohol or a new one this week...lemon extract. Maybe our

drug of choice is a craving for power, wealth, sexual satisfaction or fame. Whatever

it is we struggle with, in our own strength, we refuse to turn it over to the Lord

and surrender to his will in making our choices.

Our lives are empty, barren and miserable.
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We are living in the graveyard of sin and self-will.

If you have been struggling with destructive choices in your life, I challenge you

to surrender to Christ's lordship. Allow him to help you. You will still have choices

and problems, but you will have the most powerful helper in the world, God the

Holy Spirit, on your side.

Phil. 4:13... I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

Come out of the graveyard of self-will and destructive choices today.

3. By refusing to take the many blessings God so richly provides for us in Christ.

Paul talks about the "unfathomable" riches of Christ that we can have as

Christians.

In Colossians he tells us that in Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom

and knowledge.

In the Scripture lesson for this eve. Paul cries out,

"O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! For from

him and through him and in him are all things."

So often we grovel and struggle in our Christian lives because we fail to take the

power which is ours in Christ.

We take that power and make it active in our lives by yielding our wills to him,

allowing his power to flow through our lives as he works his will through us. Let's

come out of the graveyard of spiritual poverty into the glorious life of dying to our

own wills and reaching out to take the rich treasures God provides us through his

Word, his will and his way.

A man was drowning; another man jumped into the water and swiftly swam out

to rescue him. He put his strong arms under him and told him to relax. Instead he

panicked and fought off his rescuer. Sadly the rescuer had to watch helplessly as

he slipped to his death.
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How like us so many times. As we struggle and flounder to try to deal with our

problems when we could take freely the grace, mercy and help he longs to give us.

Quickly to review:

Let's get out of the graveyard of lostness without salvation through Christ

Let's get out of the graveyard of refusing to yield control of our lives to God.

Let's get out of the graveyard of refusing to take the great gifts and power so

richly offered to us through Christ Jesus our Lord.
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