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2 churches—Baptist/Methodist…Seems the Baptist church was without a
pastor when a deacon died…

Family asked Methodist pastor if he would perform the ceremony. He was
new and felt he should check with his bishop (May I have approval to bury a
Baptist deacon?). Reply came back, “Bury all the Baptist deacons you can!”

Hope you all aren’t absent-minded. Remember one of the world’s greatest

scientists was also recognized as the world’s most absent-minded professor.
One day he boarded a train. When the conductor came to check his ticket

he couldn’t find it.
“Take it easy—I’ll come back—You’ll find it.”
Later—“Oh well, I know you. I know you bought the ticket. Forget it!”

“That’s very kind, but I must find it because I won’t know where to get off!”

She- Do you remember me years ago, you asked me to marry you?
Professor- Ay yes, and did you?

Harvest

Opening 1 Sam 25:1-13

Harvest in the land where Jesus grew up was a happy, joyful time. There was
much laughter and celebration as the people praised their God “Yahweh” or
“Jehovah,” the All-Sufficient, Almighty God. The Palestinian peasants we meet

on the pages of the Bible are usually farmers and “God-Fearers.”
Their whole life revolved around their land and their God. From earliest

childhood they were taught that Jehovah was a bountiful provider who caused
their crops to flourish and filled their barns to overflowing.

So they entered into harvest celebration joyfully and in a very real sense as
an act of worship to “Jehovah.”

Sometimes we think of harvest as only the wheat harvest, but there were
many harvests throughout the Jewish year.

I was fascinated as I studied the variety of harvests in Palestine. There were
the grains we all know—wheat, barley, millet, rye; and there were some we
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aren’t so familiar with. Spelt was an inferior wheat. There was also flax, vetch,
and pulse.

There were fruits. Melons, apples, figs, olives, dates, banana, persimmons,
pomegranates, mulberries, and coconuts, and of course the grape.

There were legumes, beans, peas and lentils. There were spices, cumin,
fennel, dill, coriander, fitches, mints, mustard, & rue. There were walnuts and

pistachios. Hay was apparently not used, but the cattle were fed barley mixed
with chopped straw.

One of the most festive harvests was sheep shearing. The Palestinian fat-
tailed sheep were clipped, and the wool was a source of income and clothing for
the farmer.

There are many lessons connected with harvest. From among the many
scriptural passages which relate to harvest, I’d like to share a few lessons from
3 passages today.

The 1st Harvest-related passage is 1 Sam 25, which tells us a harvest story.

It is about sheep shearing, the wool harvest. It tells us the story of 3 people.
David, a man named Nabal, and his wife Abigail.

This was a real case of beauty and the beast. Nabal was harsh and evil in his
dealings; Abigail was intelligent, beautiful, and godly.

I don’t have time to go over the whole fascinating story, but we’ll take a
peek in order to get some lessons.

David was an outlaw. With a band of approx. 600 men he camped in the
hills surrounding Nabal’s fields. To give his men something constructive to do,

David assigned them the duty of guarding Nabal’s flocks. This was a common
arrangement in Palestine, and all David asked in return was an occasional
handout to help him and his men keep body & soul together.

Sheep shearing time was normally a good time to request these gifts. The

owner was happy and generous, and he realized that many animals had been
saved from thieves or predators throughout the year by the diligent guarding
provided by David’s men. David sent a small band of men to remind Nabal that
it was time for gifts. Nabal reacted in typical fashion. He refused with insulting

jeers. He sneeringly asked who this David was and sent his men away empty-
handed.
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David was upset! Furious would be more like it! He ordered his men to
prepare for battle. He was determined to kill all the men in Nabal’s household!

Abigail by quick thinking and good sense averted disaster by appealing to David
for mercy and presenting him with a generous gift of food.

I’d like to draw a few lessons from this story.

#1 Abigail was humble.
She lived with the guy! Never a hint of protest. This beast of a man

probably cruelly mistreated her. He was a drunken bum. But Abigail meekly
and faithfully remained as his wife.

What a lesson for us! Sometimes we can’t even get along with people we

don’t live with!
We see her humility in her willingness to accept blame for Nabal’s

foolishness. In v.24 we read, “And she fell at his feet and said: On me alone, my
Lord, be the blame.” In v.23 we see her attitude of humility as she dismounts

from her donkey and falls on her face before David, and bows herself to the
ground.

As followers and servants of God today, we need a spirit of humility. If only
we would “in honor prefer one another,” and stop thinking more highly of

ourselves then we ought to think, we would discover many of our problems
solving themselves. We need to have a humble servant’s heart in our dealings
with each other. We need to remember that each of us has whatever abilities
and skills we have only through the grace of God. Our abilities and skills come

from him.
It’s not our responsibility to worry, fret, or be envious about the abilities

God has given us (Not only not our responsibility, it’s downright sinful.
Scripture has much to say about the evils of envy, bitterness, & jealousy). Jesus

said in Matt 20:26, “But whosoever wishes to become great among you shall be
your servant.”

In Christ’s kingdom, the path to greatness is through servanthood.

John Berridge, 1773…

Jesus, cast a look on me!
Give me true simplicity;
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Make me poor and keep me low,
Seeking only Thee to know.
All that feeds my busy pride,
Cast it evermore aside;
Bid my will to Thine submit,
Lay me humbly at Thy feet.
Make me like a little child,
Simple, teachable, and mild;
Seeing only in Thy light,
Walking only in Thy might!
Leaning on Thy loving breast,
Where a weary soul may rest;
Feeling well the peace of God
Flowing from Thy precious blood.

#2 We need to avoid hasty responses.
David said in v.32-34, “Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who sent you this

day to meet me. Unless you had come quickly to meet me surely there would

not have been left to Nabal until the morning Light as much as one male.”
David had acted in haste & anger. He was determined to kill all the men in

Nabal’s house. If Abigail would not have intervened, many innocent lives would
have been lost, and David would have carried the guilt on his conscience for the

rest of his life.
So many times we are like that (We are so quick to blow up). Someone

hurts us. We are slighted by some real or imagined insult, and we react in
anger making a bad situation much worse. We need to remember Christ’s

words in Matt 18 and go to our brother or sister and explain the problem and
ask for their help in solving it.

Many times if we will refrain from lashing out in anger, and will take the
initiative in seeking reconciliation (like Abigail did), we will be pleasantly

surprised at the favorable response we will receive. In any case our consciences
will not be clear ‘til we have made an honest attempt at reconciliation. We need
to be quick to try to soothe the hurt and quick to forgive when others ask.

This whole subject is so important I’d like to make a few general comments

on it before moving on to the next thought.
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Someone has said that “If you are counting the number of times your
brother has offended you, you haven’t forgiven.”

A close relative of an unforgiving spirit is bitterness & holding grudges.
Some brethren and sisters will not speak to each other, sometimes because of
something that happened many years ago. Some of us are more creative than
that—We will talk to them, but we will be sure to make them feel they are

inferior. That kind of behavior is a mockery of the love of God!
Jesus was willing to suffer and die in horrible agony, for us, and we aren’t

willing to say, “I’m sorry,” or “You have offended me,” or “I forgive you,” or “I
was wrong.” Restitution is sometimes a necessary part of forgiveness. If you
have caused damage or defrauded someone, you need to make restitution.

Sometimes we need to seize the opportunity to be mediators. Abigail acted
wisely and decisively and saved the day. You may see two friends with whom
you have influence involved in a dispute or disagreement. It may be that the
Spirit of God will gently nudge you to act as a go-between in settling the

difference.
We need to be very sensitive to the Spirit’s leading in this. We are not all

called to be “correctors” of wrong in other’s lives. But if we are attentive to the
Spirit’s direction, and very gracious and brotherly, God can use us in this way.

The second harvest-related scripture is
1 Sam ch.12 records a fascinating little “harvest-related” incident that we

can learn from.

Israel had demanded a king. Samuel was very displeased, but God told him
to go ahead and grant their request. Samuel had warned them of the possible
consequences of having a king, but they stubbornly insisted. They wanted a
king like the other nations. Samuel anointed Saul king, and now in ch.12 he is

addressing the people of Israel.
He pointed out to them his own integrity. Then he reminded them of God’s

protection and their own rebellion down through the years. He charged them
with the solemn responsibility of walking before God, fearing him and obeying

him. He told them if they did it would be well with them and their new king.
But if they rebelled against God, the hand of God would be against them.
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Then Samuel did a strange thing. In v.16 he said, “Stand and see what God
will do before your eyes.” Then he called upon God, and from a cloudless sky

God sent a violent thunderstorm. Now at 1st glance you may say, “What’s the
big deal? Farmers all know it rains during wheat harvest, but v.18 says the
people feared the LORD and Samuel! Why?”

The answer is in v.17. Samuel asks the crowd, “Isn’t it wheat harvest

today?” In Palestine, it almost never rained during wheat harvest. The seed
was planted. Then the rains came & nourished the growing crop. During
harvest time it was dry. For months it didn’t rain. The crops were pulled up by
the roots or cut, then gathered into bundles and hauled to the threshing floor.
There they were threshed and over a period of days or weeks the grain and

straw was exposed to the elements. Since it didn’t rain the farmer could sleep
out on the treshing floor to protect the grain from thieves. This is illustrated
very beautifully for us in the story of Boaz and Ruth.

So Samuel was saying, “since you know it doesn’t rain in harvest season,

since there isn’t even a hint of a cloud in the sky, I will call on God to prove the
solemnity of the charge I am making to you by making it rain in harvest
season.” And the people were terrified.
Why?

They had just rebelled against God.
Samuel had tried to change their minds and have them continue with God as

their king, but they insisted on their own way.
You know, if you think about it, that’s what sin is.

Sin isn’t murder or adultery or theft—They are the result of sin.
Sin is me shaking my fist in God’s face and saying, “God, I will have my own

way! God, I am aware of your commands. I am aware of your wishes, but I am
doing my own thing!”

That is why sin is so hideous to a holy God. He knows, even though we don’t
always think it through, that every act of sin on our part is an act of rebellion
against him. How we need to guard our thoughts, words, and actions to be sure
they glorify a holy God.

I see another sobering lesson here. God will sometimes give us what we
insist on even thought it’s not his best for us. Ps. 106:15 says of Israel, “The
LORD granted their request, but sent leanness into their souls.”
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Ps. 78:29…“So they ate and were well filled: And their desire he gave to
them. Before they had satisfied their desire, while their food was in their

mouths, the anger of God rose against them.”
We probably all know people who insisted on their own way in the choice of

a marriage partner and are today living in misery because of it.
We probably know people who made rash business decisions because they

were too impatient to wait on the Lord for direction. I believe God will
sometimes sadly give us what we insist on in order to teach us the lesson that
we will never be truly happy apart from being in the center of God’s will for our
lives.

If we allow him to, God will direct our steps and guide our ways. One of the

keys is for us to willingly submit to him and ask his direction and wait for him
to guide.

We are so impatient today! Everything is instant. We have instant coffee,
instant oatmeal, instant food. And sometimes we think we can demand instant

guidance from God. One of the most fascinating studies in Scripture are the
delays of God—times when god waited before instantly granting what was
wanted…

The Emmaus Road—Delayed revealing himself—the 2 benefited by being

richly taught…
The incident when he stilled the storm—The disciples needed him

desperately but he delayed. Then he came & we have for all time those glorious
words, “Fear not, it is I.”

In John ch.11 Christ received an urgent message form 2 sisters whom he
loved deeply. Because he delayed we have the rich teaching about the
resurrection and the life.

God isn’t usually in a hurry—

He spent 80 yrs. preparing Moses to lead the children of Israel.
And we get impatient with him if he doesn’t instantly answer us.
How presumptuous of us.
The prophet Ezekiel was told to lie on his side for over a year—430 days—

while he baked and ate cakes of unclean mixed grains. He was told by God to
bake them over a fire fueled with human dung…All very unclean and revolting
to a Jew.
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Think about Ezekiel next time you are tempted to complain about God’s
dealings with you.

Let’s look to God for his will, in our lives, and be quick to yield to it!

The3rd harvest-related scripture we want to look at is in John ch.4, vv 35-36.
In these verses the master soul-winner lifts his eyes to see the large crowd of

Samaritans coming toward him. He turned to his disciples and told them the
people were like fields of ripened grain waiting for the harvest. He encouraged
the disciples to be reapers of souls for eternal glory.

Jesus in John ch.4 teaches us several fascinating lessons about harvesting
souls for eternity.

1st we see Jesus going where the person was.
V.4 says, “He must needs pass through.” NAS says, “He had to pass.” This

was not the normal way a Jew would go to Galilee. But Jesus knew that
Samaritan woman would be there and that she needed his gift of eternal life.

The application for us is we need to have some kind of contact with the
unsaved if we expect to be able to introduce them to Christ. We can’t expect to
help them if we never have any contact with them.

2nd thing I see is, Jesus was tactful. He didn’t accuse her of her sin, but

simply sketched the facts and drew them out of her without demeaning her. He
was gracious enough to ask her for a favor and communicate with her, even
though she expected nothing from him but haughty silence.

He graciously offered her a gift. Jesus was gracious, kind, and tactful—

qualities we must have if we want to interest the unsaved in the claims of Jesus
Christ.

3rd thing I see is, Jesus made her thirsty. He aroused her curiosity. First he
asked her for a drink. This was an unusual request designed to make her

curious. Then he spoke to her about living water.
That was a real big deal to her. She had to come several miles in the midday

heat to get water—because of her unlovely past she avoided the companionship
of the other women who came in the cool of the day. She was probably sick &

tired of coming to the well alone to draw water. This man was telling her that
she could have a spring of living water inside herself. She eagerly asked him for
that water.
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John Baillie has written

Teach me, O God, so to use all the circumstances of my life
today that they may bring forth in me the fruits of
holiness rather than the fruits of sin.

Let me use disappointment as material for patience:
Let me use success as material for thankfulness:
Let me use suspense as material for perseverance:
Let me use danger as material for courage:
Let me use reproach as material for long-suffering:
Let me use praise as material for humility:
Let me use pleasures as material for temperance:
Let me use pains as material for endurance.

Closing Questions:

1. Are you humble?
2. Are you gracious & forgiving?
3. Are you willing to let God control your life?
4. Are you telling others about the “Good News?”

Perhaps there are some here today who are tired of wandering out in the
barren, hot, dusty fields of sin. Maybe you have never admitted to the Lord
that you are a sinner in need of his salvation.

Maybe you were never told that your sin debt has been paid by the precious
blood of Jesus Christ. You today can find those wells of living water just like the
women of Samaria did so many years ago.

We are going to sing a hymn of invitation, and as we sing we invite you to

stand or come forward acknowledging your need of a Savior.
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