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Pleasant Hill…March "95"

Belvidere

Mummerts

Prices

A Great High Priest
Heb. ch. 4:14-16

Heb. ch.7:22-28

May not be as long as usual…Time for questions at end.

So far we have looked at Christ in Gethsemane,

on Calvary

as our motivation to lay down our lives as living sacrifices to him.

A True Story
In the spring of 1862 George Wyatt (W-y-aat) was working the fields on

his Pennsylvania farm. He looked up to see a stranger in an army uniform
walking down the road toward his house. "Are you George Wyatt?" called
the soldier. "Yes, What can I do for you?" "I have a letter for you," said the
stranger. Wyatt read the letter as the man continued down the road. He
was stunned. It was a notice drafting him into the Union Army.

He had heard the news about the "civil" war, but had never considered it
any of his concern. Besides, he had a wife and six small children. If he went
away to fight, what would become of his farm and family. He might even
be killed. He could not leave his family to such a fate. He read his Bible late
that night and prayed for a way out of his problem. During the night, he
felt as if God spoke to him.

The next morning, he rose early and headed up the valley. There was
no road, but he made good time. The valley grew steeper, and about noon
he came to the Pratt family farm. It had poor land, but Mr. and Mrs. Pratt
had five strong sons who worked the land well. George Wyatt sat on the
porch and explained his problem to Mr. Pratt and they reached an
agreement. For twenty dollars, Richard Pratt, the youngest son, would take
Mr. Wyatt's place in the Army. The three men shook hands and the deal
was done.

George Wyatt returned to his farm and thanked God that he was able to
stay with his family. Late that fall he heard the news, the Pratt boy had
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been killed. Wyatt spent days thanking God that he had been spared, but he was
filled with remorese that the boy had died. He took the Pratts some hams,
and they spent hours together weeping and consoling one another, but
there was no bitterness. Such was life in the 1800's.

One morning the next spring, George Wyatt was awakened from his
sleep by riders on horseback. They rode into the yard and called out.
Wyatt went to the front door. "Are you George Wyatt?" they demanded.
"Yes," he replied. "We have a warrant for you. You are a draft dodger, and
you are under arrest." He protested, but after allowing him to dress and
kiss his wife and children, he was put in chains and taken away.

Three days later he was stood before a military court and formally
charged. He explained the circumstances and the contracted agreement for
Richard Pratt to take his place. Then an unexpected thing happened. The
clerk, examining the draft records for Jefferson county, discovered an entry,
"George Wyatt, killed in battle, July 3, 1863."

George Wyatt was freed to return to his family. The court ruled, "The
military has no authority over Mr. Wyatt. We can hardly draft a man who
is already dead." Today you can visit the old Sigel Cemetery. Like many
Civil War soldiers, the body was never buried there, but one can see a head
stone that reads, "Richard Pratt, died for another."

Today, in heaven, we have a great high priest who willingly took our
place, died for us, and now is interceding for us.

When Satan comes to attack us, he points out our weaknesses in an
attempt to get us to compromise. He reminds us of our weaknesses in
order to ensnare us. We need only say, "You have no power over me
because you have no power over a dead man, and I died 2000 years ago."
"For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of
sin might be rendered powerless, that we should no longer be slaves to sin."
(Rom. 6:6) "If Christ is in you, you are dead to sin, but you are alive to
righteousness." (Rom. 8:10) "Those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the sinful nature." (Gal. 5:24)

Pray

Tonight I'd like to share 5 pictures of Jesus Christ our great high priest. Most
of these are not original with me— I first heard them from an old pastor Howard

Sudgen. I hope your heart will be blessed as we consider
1. A priest who settles the question of sin.
2. A priest who is now in heaven.
3. A priest who can be touched.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


3
4. A priest who is unchanging.
5. A priest who is our advocate.

How should we live in a world like this one?
In midst of tensions, pressures, heartaches, temptations and problems—
Our world is a pretty bleak place today—

There are wars and tragedies all over the globe—
Tragic earthquakes, natural disasters
Tragic inhumanity of men to mankind.
Our schools rip away every bit of religion from our children.

Our places of work and our coworkers many times treat the name of Christ
with scorn and contempt.

Our government seems determined to destroy our Judeo/Christian heritage.
We can't trust what our government is telling us—

Worldwide global economic disaster seems to be just over the horizon.
There are family problems where we would have never suspected them.
There are emotional/spiritual problems.
There are problems too numerous to mention.

In the midst of all these problems the epistle to the Hebrews suggests an
answer. Someone has said Hebrews is a "tract" for our time, because it teaches us
how to live in troubled times. The Hebrew Christians were enduring persecution.

Chapter 10, v. 32-33-34…

32 But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were
illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions;

33 Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by reproaches and
afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so
used.

34 For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the
spoiling of your goods; knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a
better and an enduring substance.

"Great fight of afflictions" (Going through deep water)

"Joyfully spoiling of their goods"…Word picture of an athlete straining every

muscle to make the finish line.
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Joyfully spoiling of their goods

"Gazingstock"…word for theater. They were set on the stage of life and made a

gazingstock. And because of their faith they were hissed and jeered and booed and

hated!

The writer of Hebrews suggests that in times like these when we are buffeted

and tossed by problems we should "consider Jesus".

Heb. ch. 3 v.1…"Wherefore brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling,

"Consider the apostle and high priest of our profession Christ Jesus.

We have been called heavenward!

Now how do we live on the way?

Hebrews says "consider the apostle and high priest Jesus Christ."

13 times in Hebrews we are introduced to "better things".

One of these better things is Jesus as our better high priest. He is ministering

before God on our behalf.

I love the priestly work of the Lord Jesus. How comforting in times of trouble

to "consider Jesus".

I. Look with me first at a high priest who settles the question of sin.

Heb. ch. 2 v.17…"Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made like unto

his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things

pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people."

One of the most important things our high priest has done for us is to settle

the question of sin.

Our Lord Jesus our great high priest offered himself to God to settle the

question of our sins! Every time in the book of Hebrews when the sacrifice of

Christ is mentioned the writer is talking about Lev. 16. That wonderful chapter

describes "Yom Kippur" the Day of Atonement/The most holy day of the Jewish

year.
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The day on which settlement was made for Israel's sins.

Even though many sacrifices were made throughout the year Israel needed to

be reminded yearly that their sins needed to be atoned for. In Lev. 16 we see the

high priest laying aside his magnificent priestly garments. Putting on the simple

linen coat/washing himself thoroughly and starting the process of first making

atonement for his own sins and then for the sins of the whole nation.

We see 2 goats brought to him.

Lots are cast, one goat is chosen for "Jehovah" and one for "Azazel" (the

scapegoat)

We see him killing the goat whose lot was for Jehovah, making sacrifice for the

sins of the people, taking the blood into the Holy of Holies into the very presence

of God!

There under a continuous cloud of sweet incense he sprinkled the blood 7 times

on and around the mercy seat.

Then we see him putting his hands on the head of the live goat and confessing

all of Israel's iniquities, transgressions, and sins!

There isn't anything else— Everything is covered, confessed under the blood of

the sacrificed goat—

Then the scape goat was led away into the wilderness. Showing us in graphic

detail that God forgives our sins completely.

God never brings our confessed and dealt with sins up to us again.

If we allow Satan to trouble us with memories of our past, already dealt with

sins, that's our problem.

God says he casts them into the sea of his forgetfulness. He removes them

never to remember them again!

How comforting for us to remember this when Satan casts up our past to us.

The great historian Albert Edersheim says they led the goat away in relays.

The goat was led out and this man took it to the next man—

The goat was led out bearing all of Israel's iniquities, transgressions and sins.
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Out to a solitary place in the wilderness of Judea.

And to be sure it would never come back the historians tell us they took it to

the top of a high cliff and they pushed it off!

And the last man watched as the goat tumbled through the air. Watched him

crash on the rocks below

And he turned around and called out one word to the next man

"Finished"

And the word was passed back the relay line from man to man.

"Finished!”, "Finished!”, "Finished!”

The word came back to the tabernacle door where Israel stood and someone

called out, "The question of sin has been settled for one year"

And there was one whose goings forth had been from old, from everlasting.

And he was led away, and he took all my iniquities, all my transgressions and all

my sins, and bearing shame and scoffing rude in my place condemned he stood /

Sealed my pardon with his blood / Hallelujah! What a Savior!

He settled the question of sin forever.

No more yearly putting off of sin/Our great high priest settled the question of

our sin for eternity.

No wonder the writer of Heb. says in Heb. 9:26, "He put away sin by the sacrifice

of himself"

In a troubled world darkened by sin and tragedy we can glory in the fact that

our great high priest can fully satisfy our sin debt before a Holy Sovereign God!

II. Look with me now at a priest who is in heaven.

Heb. ch. 4:14…"Seeing then that we have a great high priest that is passed into

the heavens" You know were our high priest is ? Tonight? He made settlement for

sin and he is now in heaven"

Luke 24:50/51 says,
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50 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up
his hands, and blessed them.

51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted
from them, and carried up into heaven.

52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy:

53 And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing
God. Amen.

"He blessed them", eulogized them as he was going up to heaven.

Acts ch. 1 v.2 says "…until the day in which he was taken up.”

V.3…He was seen of them for 40 days.

They touched his hand / And his side.

They ate with him.

In v. 9-10-11…he was taken up into heaven

And the angel promised them that he will come again like he was taken up.

Jesus is in the glory today! In heaven!

When Stephen was being stoned and so desperately needed help he was there.

Acts 7 says,

"Stephen looked up steadfastly into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus

standing on the right hand of God. And he said behold I see the heavens opening

and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God"—

Eph. 1:20 says that "God has set Christ at his own right hand in the heavenly

places."

We are told that our Lord passed into the heavens. The facts of astronomy are

absolutely mind-boggling. Astronomers tell us that there are at least 250,000,000

X 250,000,000 bodies each larger than our sun scattered across this vast universe.

Our earth is so minute a speck of matter in the universe that if it were possible to

transport our most powerful telescope to our nearest star, "Alpha Centauri," and

look back at earth we could not see it even with that powerful instrument! And yet
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our great high priest easily passed through that vast universe and by the word of

his power he holds it all together! Today!

The heavens are described as the 1st heavens, which are the clouds above and

around us—

Some mornings they are so high and there are mornings when they are so low

that they kiss the earth.

Above the clouds are the heaven of stars.

And above that is the abode of God—

And when the Lord Jesus ascended,

he went through the clouds,

he went through the stars,

and then he entered into heaven and all the angels of God gathered round the

door and asked, "Who is this King of glory?"

And the answer came, "The Lord of Hosts, he is the King of glory!"

And he ascended into glory and he is there today—

How comforting to know he is there to hear us and help us every time we come

to him!

III. Look with me now at a priest who can be touched today.

Heb. chapter 4:15…"For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched

with the feelings of our infirmities.”

This great high priest who settled the question of sin and who is now in heaven

can be touched today!

That is what the text says!

He can be touched today.

When he went out of sight he didn't go out of reach. Many people think

because they can't see him they can't touch him—
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It's fascinating to go through the gospels and see all the places where they

touched or held him. 31X we see people touching or holding him! When you

finished you will feel like singing,

"She only touched the hem of his garment, as to his side she stol'd. Amid the

crowd that gathered around him and straightway she was made whole! O touch

the hem of his garment and thou too shalt be free. His saving power this very

hour will give new life to thee."

They touched him while he was here.

And you know what happens every time we reach out to him in faith and

prayer. We "touch him" He can be touched today.

Incident happened to me May 1987

The boys and I had driven to 51st in Philadelphia to see the US Mint. As I locked

the car I realized with a sinking feeling that I had locked the key inside. Barb was

at a nurse's meeting. 12 blocks away she had a key— I talked with a security guard

without getting any help—

As I was standing on the sidewalk trying to figure out what to do, a young lady

walked up. She was a young lady— modest, ladylike, decently dressed. She asked

what the problem was and when we told her she offered to drive us back for the

key— she was a total stranger in a dangerous city— but she offered to take us—

On the way she said it was her day off and she hadn't really planned anything

to do. One of us said I believe someone bigger than you and I arranged this.

I believe that help was arranged by my loving high priest!

It is so wonderful to know that while he is in heaven today he knows what's

troubling us because he has been here.

"He can be touched with the feelings of our infirmities"

(Want of strength, feebleness, sickness, weakness)

He walked among us on earth; he touched all the bases of our lives.

And we will never go into his presence without him knowing all about our

problems.
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J.B. Phillips translation Heb. 4:15…

"For we have no superhuman high priest to whom our weaknesses are

unintelligible— he himself has shared fully in all our experience of temptation,

except that he never sinned."

It's as if the writer of Hebrews anticipates our saying— "But God, it's not fair!

Sure Jesus understood what it is like to be human, but God, surely he doesn’t know

what it's like to really need a good night's rest and instead you have a colicky baby!

Surely he doesn't know what it's like to go to bed feeling fine and wake up with the

flu. But God, it's like a little boy trying to shoot hoops with his dad. It's so much

harder from down here— "

The writer of Hebrews is adamant almost to the point of redundancy—

He boldly proclaims Jesus' ability to understand everything we may ever face—

Look at the verse again…

He says he himself "has shared fully in all our experience of temptation”

He himself not an angel, not God the Father, not a representative, but Jesus

himself!

"Shared fully" not partially, not nearly— not almost, but entirely— Jesus shared

to the full in all our experience, every hurt, every ache, all the stresses, all the

strains, no exceptions, no substitutes.

Why? So he could sympathize with our weaknesses. So he would know how we

feel when we come to him!

February 15, 1921. New York City. The operating room of the
Kane Summit Hospital. A doctor is performing an appendectomy.

In many ways the events leading to the surgery are uneventful.
The patient has complained of severe abdominal pain. The
diagnosis is clear: and inflamed appendix. Dr. Evan O'Neill Kane is
performing the surgery. In his distinguished thirty-seven-year
medical career, he had performed nearly four thousand
appendectomies, so this surgery will be uneventful in all ways
except two.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


11
The first novelty of this operation? The use of local anesthesia in major

surgery. Dr. Kane is a crusader against the hazards of general
anesthesia. He contends that a local application is far safer. Many
of his colleagues agree with him in principle, but in order for them
to agree in practice, they will have to see the theory applied.

Dr. Kane searches for a volunteer, a patient who is willing to
undergo surgery while under local anesthesia. A volunteer is not
easily found. Many are squeamish at the thought of being awake
during their own surgery. Others are fearful that the anesthesia
might wear off too soon.

Eventually, however, Kr. Kane finds a candidate. On Tuesday
morning, February 15, the historic operation occurs.

The patient is prepped and wheeled into the operating room. A
local anesthetic is applied. As he has done thousands of times, Dr.
Kane dissects the superficial tissues and locates the appendix. He
skillfully excises it and concludes the surgery. During the
procedure, the patient complains of only minor discomfort.

The volunteer is taken into post-op, then placed in a hospital
ward. He recovers quickly and is dismissed two days later.

Dr. Kane had proven his theory. Thanks to the willingness of a
brave volunteer, Kane demonstrated that local anesthesia was a
viable, and even preferable, alternative. But I said there were two
facts that made the surgery unique. I've told you the first: the use
of local anesthesia. The second is the patient. The courageous
candidate for surgery by Dr. Kane was Dr. Kane.

To prove his point, Dr. Kane operated on himself!
A wise move. The doctor became a patient in order to convince

the patients to trust the doctor….
Perhaps it is. But the story of the doctor who became his own

patient is mild compared to the story of the God who became
human. But Jesus did. So that you and I would believe that the
Healer knows our hurts, he voluntarily became one of us. He
placed himself in our position. He suffered our pains and felt our
fears.

Rejection? He felt it. Temptation? He knew it. Loneliness? He
experienced it. Death? He tasted it.

And stress? He could write a best-selling book about it.
Why did he do it? One reason. So that when you hurt, you will

go to him—your Father and your Physician—and let him heal.

In chapter 4 v. 16 it says,
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"Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace that we may obtain

mercy and find grace to help in time of need."

Our high priest gives us grace and strength.

We need strength today.

We are decaying! We are falling apart!

Our bodies are frail and subject to afflictions and sickness.

Paul speaks about this in 1 Cor. 5:1-4:

1 For we know that if our earthly house of this
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed
upon with our house, which is from heaven:

3 If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked.
4 For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being

burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed
upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.

How we need the strength we can draw from our great high priest. He is our

compete source of grace and strength. This in not the amazing grace that saves

us. We love that, but his grace gives us strength to live today—

So that when Paul prayed and said, "Lord, I'm having trouble with my body this

morning. Do you hear me?"

He answered and said, "Yes I hear you, Paul.

"My grace is sufficient for you today!"

A boy went into a pet shop, looking for a puppy. The
store owner showed him a litter in a box. The boy looked at
the puppies. He picked each one up, examined it, and put it
back into the box.

After several minutes, he walked back to the owner and
said, "I picked on out. How much will it cost?"
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The man gave him the price, and the boy promised to be back in a few

days with the money. "Don't take too long," the owner
cautioned. "Puppies like these sell quickly."

The boy turned and smiled knowingly, "I'm not worried,"
he said. "Mine will still be here."

The boy went to work—weeding, washing windows,
cleaning yards. He worked hard and saved his money.
When he had enough for the puppy, he returned to the
store.

He walked up to the counter and laid down a pocketful
of wadded bills. The store owner sorted and counted the
cash. After verifying the amount, he smiled at the boy and
said, "All right, son, you can go get your puppy."

The boy reached into the back of the box, pulled out a
skinny dog with a limp leg, and started to leave.

The owner stopped him.
"Don't take that puppy," he objected. "He's crippled. He

can't play. He'll never run with you. He can't fetch. Get
one of the healthy pups."

"No thank you, sir," the boy replied. "This is exactly the
kind of dog I've been looking for."

As the boy turned to leave, the store owner started to
speak but remained silent. Suddenly he understood. For
extending from the bottom of the boy's trousers was a
brace—a brace for his crippled leg.

Why did the boy want the dog? Because he knew how it
felt. And he knew it was very special.

What did Jesus know that enabled him to do what he
did? He knew how the people felt, and he knew that they
were special.

I hope you never forget that.
Jesus knows how you feel. You're under the gun at

work? Jesus knows how you feel. You've got more to do
than is humanly possible? So did he. You've got children
who make a "piranha hour" out of your dinner hour? Jesus
knows what that's like. People take more from you than
they give? Jesus understands. Your teenagers won't listen?
Your students won't try? Your employees give you blank
stares when you assign tasks? Believe me, friend, Jesus
knows
how you feel.

It's great to know that today.
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What a great high priest we have—

He settled the question of sin.

He is now in heaven.

And he can be touched today!

From the hospital, from the sickroom

from the busy office he can be touched today!

What comfort we can take in this.

IV. Our fourth picture is of an unchanging priest.

Heb. 7:23…"And they truly were many priests because they were not suffered to

continue by reason of death: But his man, because he continueth ever, hath an

unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able to save them to the uttermost that

come unto God by him!"

How wonderful in a changing world to have an unchanging high priest. "He

continueth ever"— "He is able to save to the uttermost"—

There is a beautiful OT picture here.

If a person was killed or hurt it was the duty of the "avenger of blood" to pursue

that person and avenge the blood of his relative— But you know what they had /

cities of refuge. These 6 cities were spread out at strategic locations throughout

the nation so that if you accidentally killed or hurt someone you could flee to the

nearest city of refuge— The roads to these cities were flawlessly maintained. The

width was specified; the surface was swept clean to remove any impediment in the

way. Details of priests worked at keeping the roads in top shape.

A man's in trouble. He is fleeing for his life. He may trip on a stone or a straw

and fall down and be killed.

But when he gets to the city of refuge he is safe from the avenger of blood— No

one can touch him.
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He needs to stay there in safety as long as the high priest likes— at his death

he is free to go—

You know how long our high priest lives—?

Safe am I in the hollow of his hand because

My high priest lives forever.

He's not going to die!

As long as I continue to hold onto him in faith

He will never let me go—

OT priests died but this priest is alive. Today he lives and because he lives he is

able to save to the uttermost!

Hallelujah! What comfort!

V. Look with me now at a high priest who is our advocate!

Heb. 9:24…"For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands,

which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself; now to appear in the

presence of God for us!"

Now that is as up to date as__________________!

Now this evening he appears in the presence of God for us. I think he is talking

about his advocacy.

He appears on my behalf in God's presence.

"If any man sin he has an advocate with the father."

Great to know this/One to appear for us! One to plead our case—

Pastor Sudgen illustrates this by telling how he and Mrs. Sudgen were driving to

another church to preach.

He had started out late and was in a hurry. He says he discovered the way to

get there on time is to start earlier! Good lesson for us!!!

Heard a story about

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


16
Man who fell down the steps, shook himself off and said, "If I'd have known I

was in such a hurry I'd have started earlier!"

Pastor Sudgen caught up to a long line of cars. He was in a hurry and

everything was open & he decided to pass them. He had to speed up to pass and

when he got about ½ way around he discovered why everyone had been driving so

reasonably.

Car in the middle with a medallion on it.

No place to duck in. He passed and at the next light the officer pulled up beside

him, rolled down his window and said:

"When you are through the intersection, please stop!"

Pastor Sudgen says, "I just love fellowship!"

So he stopped— The policeman came up, leaned on the car and asked where he

was going? "To church to preach!"

"Do you know how fast you were going?"

"No I don't know."

The officer said, "That's a strange way to drive!"

He said, "I know, but I don't know. You know how fast I was going don't you?"

The officer said, "I'll give you a ticket." As he handed it to him he said, "Now if

you think this hasn't been fair and you have a case come over to the courthouse

next Thursday."

Pastor said, "Yes, I'll be over. I think I have a case!"

He had set the date. Thursday he was going to go to the judge and explain to

him why he had a right to speed.

As he got nearer to Thursday his case got skinnier and skinnier!

He thought, "Maybe I'll just ask my wife for a loan and go over and pay my fine."

So he got some money and went over to the courthouse and walked up the long

steps—

He was standing at the top of the steps looking around when a state trooper

walked up.
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He was a big, handsome guy— whom he had never seen before.

He asked, "Are you pastor Sudgen?"

He said, "I'm here to appear before the judge for you. Stay with me, won't you?"

Pastor Sudgen says, "You could not have separated us with a crowbar!"

They appeared before the judge and the pastor stood there meekly looking

penitent.

The state trooper said, "Judge, this is my friend. I'd like to appear before you

on his behalf."

Pastor Sudgen had never seen him before.

And the judge rapped his gavel and said, "Case dismissed!"

Then he looked at pastor and said, "We usually make a notation on the license

but we won't do that since he's appeared for you!"

Pastor put out his hand and said to his new friend, "I want to thank you for

appearing for me!" Then he walked out and stood on the steps of that old

courthouse and looked up and thought, "Dear Lord, how wonderful."

How many times along the way we messed it up!

We've failed you! We've done the things that's been wrong.

You've had every right to cross us off.

Then our loving high priest stood by us and he's pled our case. He appears

before the face of God for us.

And there are no charges—

"Because if we confess our sins he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

What a loving and tender high priest we have.

Aren't you glad you know him?

Don't forget to praise and thank him this week.
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