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That Incredible Book - part 2

In the first part of the message we looked at the fact that the Bible is unique in

its composition, circulation and in its survival. Today we would like to examine

Archaeology,

Ability to change lives,

Scientific accuracy,

Teachings and

Ability to remain fresh and new

A second reason the Bible is

II. Incredible is Because of its Archaeological Confirmation

For many years it was fashionable for liberal critics to poke fun at the Bible.

They said events, customs, and peoples mentioned in the Bible were not

supported by secular history and thus were not true.

They said Moses could not have written the first five books of the Bible because

writing wasn't invented in his time. Then the spade of the archaeologist began to

uncover ancient records, inscriptions and documents which showed that writing

was not only widely practiced at the time of Moses, but several 1000 years before

his time. It is ironic that even in the face of the hard evidence of archaeology

many liberal texts continue to dispense the old information about pre-Mosaic

writing!

They said the Hittites who the Bible describes as a powerful people did not even

exist. They were not mentioned in extra-biblical history, so obviously the Bible was

mistaken and they had been simply myth and fable. One leading archaeologist said

he did not believe there ever were such people as the Hittites.
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Then Dr. Hugo Winckler began to dig where the Hittites were supposed to have

lived. He discovered over 40 of their cities, including their capitol, along with a

great number of inscriptions proving to the world that the Bible was right.

One English critic describing a treaty between the Hittites and the Egyptians

which is described in the Bible said, "There was no more chance for a treaty

between the Egyptians and the Hittites than between England and the Choctaws."

Yet spelled out on a palace wall in one of the excavated cities in Egypt was the

whole treaty between Egypt and the Hittites.

Numerous Babylonian inscriptions have now proved the Hittites to have been a

great superpower located between Egypt and Babylonia, so large that all of Egypt

and Babylonia were considered to have been tribes of the Hittites.

Critics said the historical account in the book of Daniel was in error. They said

there was no evidence in secular history of a king named Belteshazzar. They said

that when Daniel says that he interpreted the writing on the wall and was

promoted to the 3rd ruler in the kingdom, he was in error, because it should have

been 2nd ruler.

Archaeologists have discovered four clay cylinders of the last king of Babylon.

His name was Nabonidus. He was a bit eccentric. He spent a lot of time in the

desert worshipping the moon god. The tablets state that he was king but that he

turned over the running of the state to his son Belteshazzar! So, critics, Nabonidus

was number 1, Belteshazzar was number 2 and Daniel was number 3. What an

amazing confirmation of the Bible's history.

They said the customs mentioned in the first 15 chapters of Genesis were myth

and fable. The customs of the patriarchs were not supported by history.

You guessed it. The spade of the archaeologist unearthed 1000s of clay tablets

written with cuneiform characters which showed that the customs of the

patriarchs were exactly paralleled by the people who lived beside the Hebrews.

Just a few examples:

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


3
The custom of a barren wife giving a maid to her husband in order to produce

an heir was spoken of in the extra-biblical texts.

The custom of appointing a servant as one's heir when one was childless was

listed in the clay records.

The whole matter of the birthright of the firstborn and the permanence of the

spoken blessing was paralleled in the clay texts.

The record of Rachel stealing Laban's household gods was illuminated by the

extra-biblical texts which told us that the one who possessed the gods had the

rights of inheritance.

In these and a host of other readings, the Bible's accounts were confirmed

exactly.

In the NT the careful work of Sir William Ramsey has confirmed the

trustworthiness and accuracy of Luke the historian.

Time after time Luke was said to be wrong in his facts about people, places, and

things recorded in the Gospel and the Book of Acts. Time after time the

archaeologist has proved Luke to be accurate and a historian of the first rank.

Ramsey says of Luke,

"Quote"

After 30 years of study I have concluded that Luke is a historian of the

first rank; not merely are his statements of fact trustworthy...this author

should be placed along with the very greatest of historians.

"End of quotation"

Hundreds of additional examples could be cited to show the Bible is incredible in

it amazing archaeological confirmation.
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A third reason

III. The Bible is Incredible is its Ability to Change Lives

Time after time skeptics have set out to prove the Bible untrue only to be

convinced by the overwhelming evidence that it is true.

Over and over again men and women who did not believe the Bible have been

converted to believers by researching its pages.

Frank Morrison was a brilliant lawyer who did not believe the fact of Christ's

resurrection. He set out, by his own admission, to write a book which would prove

that the resurrection never happened. As he researched, the facts began to affect

him till he surrendered to Christ and wrote a moving defense of the resurrection

called Who Moved the Stone?

Lee Strobel was a brilliant, hard-nosed newspaper reporter. He was accustomed

to basing his stories only on facts, nothing else. He scoffed at the claims of Christ.

His wife was converted, and as he watched her quiet Christianity and saw the

change in her life, he was intrigued. He resisted for many months. Then he

decided to use his investigating skills to see if the facts of Christianity would stand

up to investigation.

He compiled a list of tough questions about Christ and the early Christians.

He crisscrossed the country to interview 10 world religious experts.

He posed his questions. They gave their answers. He studied the NT. In the

end, driven to his knees by the overwhelming evidence, he became a Christian and

wrote a brilliant defense of Christianity called The Case for Christ. Today he is a

teaching pastor at one of America's largest churches.

We met Sir William Ramsey earlier. He is regarded as one of the greatest

archaeologists who ever lived. His many books defending the authenticity of the

Bible are still regarded as authoritative today.
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Ramsey didn't start out as a believer. He was thoroughly schooled in the

liberal German historical school of the mid-19th century. He was an atheist, and

highly educated.

He believed that the Book of Acts was a product of the mid-second century AD

and that it was full of factual errors. He gave his whole life over to archaeology

and determined to prove to the world through archaeology that the Bible was not

accurate.

He went to Asia Minor and began to dig. He dug and studied for appo. 25 years.

As he did his work, the overwhelming evidence he discovered convinced him that, in

every detail, Luke was incredibly accurate. Ramsey moved from an unbelieving

atheist to a converted believer in Christ and a staunch defender of the historicity

of the Bible.

Ramsey wrote about his investigation...

"Quote"

I may fairly claim to have entered on this investigation without

prejudice in favour of the conclusion which I shall now seek to justify to

the reader. On the contrary, I began with a mind unfavourable to it, for

the ingenuity and apparent completeness of the Tubingen theory had at

one time quite convinced me. It did not then lie in my line of life to

investigate the subject minutely; but more recently I found myself

brought into contact with the Book of Acts as an authority for the

topography, antiquities and society of Asia Minor. It was gradually

borne upon me that in various details the narrative showed marvelous

truth.

"End of quotation"
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Ramsey recognized Luke as a "historian of the first rank". His life was changed

by an encounter with the Bible and its confirmation by archaeology.

Josh McDowell researched the Christian faith for 1000s of hours. He was deeply

skeptical of the claims of Christianity.

He attended college and university all the while putting on a front that he was

an agnostic.

He continued to search for meaning, truth and purpose in life, but they eluded

him.

Then he noticed a small group of Christians on the campus of the university he

was attending. They had conviction, and they practiced love.

Josh decided to make friends with these intriguing people.

One day they were talking about God.

He looked at one of the Christians, a young woman, and said, "Tell me, what

changed your life? Why are your lives different from the others on campus?"

She looked at him and said two words: "Jesus Christ".

Josh said, "Don't give me that garbage about religion. I'm fed up with church.

I'm fed up with religion."

She shot back, "Mister, I didn't say religion. I said Jesus Christ."

Out of pride,

to refute them,

Josh accepted their challenge to investigate the claims of Jesus Christ.

After 1000s of hours, Josh McDowell prayed the sinner's prayer and accepted

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. He has written many books defending the faith

and is a tireless defender of the Bible claims.

Josh writes,

"Quote"

But I hated one man more than anyone else in the world. My father.

I hated his guts. To me he was the town alcoholic....I'd go out in the
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barn and see my mother beaten so badly she couldn't get up, lying in

the manure behind the cows. When we had friends over, I would take my

father out, tie him up in the barn, and park the car up around the silo.

We would tell our friends he'd had to go somewhere. I don't think

anyone could have hated anyone more than I hated my father.

After I made that decision for Christ—maybe five months later—a

love from God through Jesus Christ entered my life and was so strong it

took that hatred and turned it upside down. I was able to look my

father squarely in eyes and say, "Dad, I love you." And I really meant it.

After some of the things I'd done, that shook him up.

When I transferred to a private university I was in a serious car

accident. My neck in traction, I was taken home. I'll never forget my

father coming into my room. He asked me, "Son, how can you love a

father like me?" I said, "Dad, six months ago I despised you." Then I

shared with him my conclusions about Jesus Christ: "Dad, I let Christ

come into my life. I can't explain it completely, but as a result of that

relationship I've found the capacity to love and accept not only you but

other people just the way they are."

Forty-five minutes later one of the greatest thrills of my life

occurred. Somebody in my own family, someone who knew me so well I

couldn't pull the wool over his eyes, said to me, "Son, if God can do in my

life what I've seen Him do in yours, then I want to give Him the

opportunity." Right there my father prayed with me and trusted Christ.

Usually the changes take place over several days, weeks, or months,

even a year. My life was changed in about six months to a year-and-a –

half. The life of my father was changed right before my eyes. It was as

if somebody reached down and turned on a light bulb. I've never seen

such a rapid change before or since. My father touched whiskey only

once after that. He got it as far as his lips and that was it. I've come to
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one conclusion. A relationship with Jesus Christ changes lives.

"End of quotation"

The Bible is incredible in its ability to change lives.

A fourth way

IV. The Bible is Incredible is in its Scientific Accuracy

The Bible is not a textbook on science, but every time it touches on science it is

100% accurate.

The technique of sterilization and proper cleansing of instruments and doctors'

hands did not come into use until the 1890s. It was in 1846 that a Hungarian

physician observed that many mothers were dying of "child bed fever". He began to

wash his hands between patients and there was a dramatic decrease in the number

of deaths. Even though the evidence was overwhelming it took another 40-50

years for the simple technique of washing hands between patients to be adopted.

The principle of separating people with certain diseases was well-known in the

book of Leviticus.

The principles of sanitation and cleanliness specified in the Mosaic Law were for

the protection of the people.

God said in Exodus 15:26:

" If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his

sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon

thee..."1 It took science more than 2000 years to catch up with what the Bible

already taught.

The Bible says that the "life of the flesh is in the blood".

It wasn't till the 17th century that an English physician names William Harvey

figured out that the blood circulates through the heart.
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The Bible knew about the hydrological cycle where rain falls to earth,

evaporates, and returns to the clouds and repeats the cycle 100s of years before

science did. Job, perhaps the most ancient writing in the Bible, says,

“For He draws up the drops of water,
They distill rain from the mist,
Which the clouds pour down,
They drip upon man abundantly."2

In the 1400s it was believe that the earth was flat and rested on the backs of

elephants. Columbus was warned that if he sailed too far he would fall off the

edge.

But God told Isaiah that he sits above the "circle" of the earth many hundreds

of years before Columbus.

The workings of the universe and the solar system have only relatively recently

begun to be understood.

But the Bible says that the sun's rising is from one end of the heavens, and its

circuit is to the other end of them; and there is nothing hidden from its heat.

The Bible tells us that each star is different. It took science 1000s of years to

learn that.

Isosatasty, the study of the balance of the earth, is a fairly recent discipline.

Astronomers now know that the earth is perfectly balanced. The workings of the

tides and boundaries of the ocean are precisely controlled by God.

God knew this in Isaiah's time...

Isaiah 40, v. 12 is an amazing verse from a scientific standpoint...

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand,
And marked off the heavens by the span,
And calculated the dust of the earth by the measure,
And weighed the mountains in a balance

And the hills in a pair of scales?3

The earth spins on its axis. It travels around the sun in a giant orbit. It is

travelling through space as a part of the vast constellation The Milky Way. The

1The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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stresses on it are enormous, but it is balanced. God created it balanced, and

Colossians chapter 1 tells us the Jesus Christ keeps it all running smoothly in such

an orderly fashion that NASA can set their instruments by the movement of the

heavenly bodies. What an awesome God we serve!

The Bible is incredible in its scientific accuracy!

V. A fifth way the Bible is incredible is in its teachings.

The Bible is a book of incredible prophecies.

Wilbur Smith has written,

It is the only volume every produced in which is to be found a

large body of prophecies relating to individual nations (more than

ten in Isaiah alone), Israel, all the peoples of the earth, certain cities,

the coming Messiah and His kingdom.

There is no other ancient book which provides so many explicit prophecies. The

prophecies were made many hundreds of years before they were fulfilled.

The prophecies were fulfilled exactly as written.

The prophecies concerning Christ's death by crucifixion were written appo. 700

years before the event happened. What's even more amazing was that the practice

of crucifixion was not even known when the prophecy was penned! There are

hundreds of prophecies like this which were given 100s of years before they

happened and which were fulfilled in exact detail as the prophet wrote.

The Bible is a book of history.

3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Now in this liberal age it is fashionable for men to say the Bible's history has

been "redacted", which means it was written at a much later date and then

projected back to make it look like it was written earlier. It is outside the scope of

this message, but there is very good evidence to prove the redaction theory is

simply not true.

The Cambridge Ancient History says this:

The Old Testament embodies the oldest history writing extant.

The Hebrew people are the only race of people that can give such a

clear and accurate picture of their origins. This is possible in part

because of the Bible's amazing historical account.

Nelson Glueck, a foremost archaeologist of the early 20th century, has this to

say, "In all of my archaeological investigation I have never found one artifact of

antiquity that contradicts any statement of the Word of God."

The Bible is a book which deals frankly with the sins of its characters, even its

heroes.

The Bible is unique in telling it like it was even when that shows sin in God's

people's lives.

Adam & Eve - Passing the buck, Failing to obey God

Noah - Drunkenness

Abraham - Cowardice, Lack of faith, Lying to save his skin

Moses - Disobedience to God, Murder

Peter - Denying the Lord, Causing division through hypocrisy

Churches - Divided, Arrogant, Materialistic

A sixth way...
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VI. The Bible is Incredible is in its Ability to Remain Fresh and New.

I love to read. Give me a good book and some time and I'm a happy man. But I

have discovered an amazing difference between the books I read and the Bible. The

books I read once are usually placed on the shelf and retired. Only occasionally will

I go back and reread a secular book.

But what a difference in "The Book", God's Holy Word. I have been reading its

pages for over 50 years and have never failed to find it fresh and new. I am

constantly amazed at the fresh new insights I can glean from its pages. I am

continually hearing my bros. and sisters in the faith say the same thing— How they

just saw something fresh and new in the pages of the book they have been reading

for years.

Its precepts are ever new, its lessons are always relevant, and its principles

never go out of style. Its pages address the needs and wants of each passing

generation. It is as fresh and relevant in the 21st century as it was when it was

written.

The Bible is incredible in its ability to remain fresh and new.

John McArthur was preaching in Florida. When he was finished, a man came up

to him and said, "I've got to talk to you. I am a 5th generation Jehovah's Witness.

My dad is in charge of all the Jehovah's Witnesses' work in Florida. I train all the

local Jehovah's Witness pastors. About 4 weeks ago I was driving down Alligator

Alley when I heard you preaching on the radio. I didn't know who you were. As I

listened, I heard you say that Jesus was God and read some Scripture to prove it. I

reached over and turned the radio off. I said, 'that's a lie!' Then I wanted to hear

what you were saying, so I turned it on again.

"You said you were going to continue the series on Christ the next day. So I

listened—All that week. Then you said you were going to continue the next week.
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So I listened. At the end of that week in a motel not too far from here I sat on a

bed, looked up and said, "Jehovah, if you revealed yourself to mankind through

Jesus Christ, reveal yourself to me, and before that morning I was a believer in

Jesus Christ. I am a Christian. Now I am going back to those Jehovah's Witness

churches and I'm telling them the only message I know, 'Jesus is God!'

John, I'd like you to pray for my father, mother, wife and 3 grown sons who are

Jehovah's Witnesses. Please pray that they may come to Christ."

6 months later John received a beautiful letter from the man telling him that

all of them were believers in Christ. That's the power of God's Word!

Spurgeon said you don't defend the Bible. You treat it like a lion. You don't

defend a lion—you just let it loose!

Brethren/Sisters/Friends— Let's purpose to let God's Word out. Let's purpose

to love it, read it, and use it!

"For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the

division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart."4

Truly it's an incredible book!

Incredible in its uniqueness,

its archaeological confirmation,

its ability to change lives,

its scientific accuracy,

its teachings (prophecy, history, frankness)

its ability to remain fresh and new.

James 1:21-25 says,

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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21 Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in

humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.
22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude

themselves.
23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at

his natural face in a mirror;
24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten

what kind of person he was.
25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it,

not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he

does.5

May we never neglect this incredible book.

Do you love it?

Do you know it?

Do you use its word to point others to the Lamb of God who takes away the sin

of the world?
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5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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