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Integrity / Truthfulness

Integrity (Webster's definition)

1. Strict personal honesty and independence (as in not being influenced toward evil by an outside force)

2. Completeness, unity

3. Soundness

Honest (Webster's definition)

1. Marked by truthfulness and integrity; Upright

2. Not deceptive or fraudulent; Genuine

3. True; Not false; Honest reporting

4. Frank and straightforward; Sincere

5. Without disguise or pretense

"Integrity" (Heb.)

Simplicity, soundness, completeness, upright, perfection

Original meaning was simplicity, completely without deception

1 Kings 22:34

34 Now a certain man drew his bow at randomand struck the king of Israel in a joint of the armor.

Genesis 20:5-6

In the integrity ofmy heart and the innocence ofmy hands I havedone this.”
6 Then God said to himin thedream, “Yes, I know that in the integrity ofyour heart you have done this,...

1 Kings 9:4

4 “As for you, ifyou will walk before Me as your father David walked, in integrity ofheart and uprightness,...

"Thummim"

Equivalent words in the NT:

"Sincerity"

"Truth"

"The pure heart"

"The single eye"

Root idea is of honesty, sincerity, genuineness; Without deception; Soundness, and is fundamental to true character

Proverbs 19:1

1 Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity
Than he who is perverse in speech and is a fool.

20:7
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7 A righteous man who walks in his integrity—
How blessed are his sons after him.

Acts 24:16

16 “In view of this, I also do my best to maintain always a blameless conscience both before God and before men.

1 Peter 2:12

12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slanderyou as evildoers, they may because ofyour good deeds,
as they observe them, glorify God in the day ofvisitation.

1 Peter 3:16

16 and keep a good conscienceso that in the thing in which you are slandered, thosewho revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame.

1Psalm51:6

6 Behold, You desire truth in the innermost being,

And in the hidden part You will make me know wisdom.

Proverbs 12:19

19 Truthful lips will be established forever,
But a lying tongue is only for a mo ment.

16:13;

13 Righteous lips are the delight ofkings,
And he who speaks right is loved.

Isaiah 25:1

1 O LORD, You are my God;
I will exalt You, I will give thanks to Your name;
For You have worked wonders,
P lans formed long ago, with perfect faithfulness.

65:16

16 “Because he who is blessed in the earth
Will beblessed by the God of truth;
And he who swears in the earth
Will swear by theGod of truth;

The Living Bible, Ephesians 4:20-25:
25Stop lying to each other; tell the truth, for we are parts ofeach other and when we lie to each other we are hurting ourselves.

The NASB updated, Ephesians 4:25:

25 Therefore, laying aside falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH ONE of you WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are members ofone another.2

Proverbs 19:1,5,9

1 Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity
Than he who is perverse in speech and is a fool.
5 A false witness will not go unpunished,
And he who tells lies will not escape.
9 A false witness will not go unpunished ,

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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And he who tells lies will perish . 3

Proverbs 6:16-19

16 There are six things which the LORD hates,
Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him:
17 Haughty eyes, a lying tongue ,
And hands that shed innocent blood,
18 A heart that devises wicked plans,
Feet that run rapidly to evil,
19 A false witness who utters lies ,
And onewho spreads strife among brothers.

One of the reasons we take up lying and loose integrity is pride— We think we are good enough to get away with

it—

Or we will not get caught— or it doesn't really apply to us.

SIN'S DELUSION

Sin, too, often comes dressed in an adorable guise, and as we play with it, how easy it is to say, "It

will be different for me." The results are predictable.

7 Steps on the Downward Staircase of Honesty

1. Sin

We lie to cover our sin.

2. Self-Protection

Lies are weaklings.

The only power the lie has is the secret.

3. Habit

Lying can/will become a habit.

4. Self-Deception

After a while we loose track of truth.

5. Rationalization

You begin to blame the lie's weakness on the truth itself.

3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Rom. 1:21, 28-32:

28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledgeGod any longer, God gave themover to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not
proper,
32 and although they know the ordinanceofGod, that those who practice such things are worthy ofdeath, they not only do the same, but also
give hearty approval to those who practice them.

6. Technique

7. Morality turns upside down

When lying is accepted instead of being condemned, it is required.

Christlikeness is our example .

Some Practical Thoughts on Integrity

Integrity must be a part of all areas of our lives. Let's think about some major areas...

Financial

It is obvious that those of us who handle money for our employers need to handle it with integrity.

A person of integrity will have a proper attitude toward his finances.

Work

This is the place where a major chunk of our time is spent.

Our work is a major area of our Christian witness. A person of integrity will have a reputation of being a good

person to work for or a good person to have on the work team.

Sexual

Satan knows we are sexual creatures. The sexual temptation is a really big gun in his arsenal.

A person who practices sexual integrity needs to be constantly on the alert for subtle temptations in the moral

area.

Integrity is what we do when we know no one will ever know.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5...

Integrity requires eternal vigillance!
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