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“It is finished!”……………………………………………………...………..John 19:30a

to read John 19:28-30

The crucifixion of Jesus was possibly the most significant event in history. Without

the cross mankind would be hopelessly lost and headed for a fiery hell. We are saved by
His death. Because He died we can live.

We need to remember that the crucifixion was not an accident. It was a well-thought-

out, planned event. It was foreseen and predetermined by God. In every way when Christ
died He died according to the Scriptures.

The salvation which Jesus’ death provides comes to us with a condition.
We must believe, and it is the necessity for belief that John stresses. John was there on

Golgotha’s hill. He witnessed the terrible events of the crucifixion of his beloved Savior.

He says in chapter 19 that he saw it. He bore record. His record is true…that ye might

believe1.
In (today’s) (tonight’s) message we would like to examine the fifth and sixth of Jesus’

last sayings on the cross.

We will examine vv. 28-30 of John chapter 19 where Jesus says, “I thirst.”2 and “It is

finished”3.
(tetelestai)

28After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to
fulfill the Scripture, *said, “I am thirsty.”
29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put a sponge full of the sour
wine upon a branch of hyssop and brought it up to His mouth.
30 Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And
He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.4

This passage brings us face to face with Jesus’ humanity and with His suffering.
In John’s day there was a heresy called Gnosticism. One of its teachings was that spirit

was good and matter evil.
So the Gnostics concluded that since God was spirit, Jesus didn’t have a real body – He

had only a phantom body –

They said his feet didn’t make footprints when He walked.

1The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
2The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
3The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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They said that since He was pure spirit in a phantom body He didn’t feel pain –
So he could endure the crucifixion without feeling pain.

They thought they were honoring Christ. But they were really destroying Him.
Jesus was the God/man –

He was altogether God and totally man fused in one body –

Jesus’ body felt the bite of the scourge as its bits of metal, glass and bone tore His
back to shreds…

Jesus’ body felt the tearing/ripping of the nails as they tore through muscle and
sinew…

Jesus’ body felt the blows of the fists as they thoughtlessly struck the king of the

universe…
Jesus’ body felt the sting of the thorns as they ripped His scalp.

And in verse 28 John tells us the agony of thirst tormented our blessed Lord. The
draining away of the victim’s blood produced intense/gnawing thirst.

Dr. Schilder has an interesting quote:

The last time Christ has taken a drink most likely was in the room of the

Passover; and the gruesome crucifixion, the preliminary abuse, the scorching sun,
the tortures of the cross, the spiritual struggle—All these tell us enough.

Thirst is a distinctly human sense. When we slake our thirst on a hot day after

strenuous physical exercise, we are replenishing the fluid level in our body. The fluid

balance in our body is so important that if we lose a mere 20% of our body fluid we will
go into a coma and die. The victim of crucifixion lost body fluid primarily through blood

loss, from the wounds, and from exposure to the merciless elements. The burning sun
and the drying wind could not be defended against. The victim’s hands and feet were

fastened securely to the cross and could not assist.

As Christ hung on the cross He was likely suffering from intense thirst. How ironic
that the God who had fused the elements of H2O together to produce cooling, soothing

water hung in the hot sun burning with thirst.
He who had offered to all men/women the precious water of life died thirsting.

Scott observes that Christ suffered thirst in order that we might drink the water of

life forever and thirst no more.
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His mother and friends watching could not assist Him. How they longed to life a cup

of cold water to His parched lips. How their hearts ached as they watched Him slowly

expire.
Reminds us of the drama which recently played out in Florida. In a hospice center a

41-year-old brain-damaged woman was dying. She had been kept alive by a feeding tube

for 15 years. The tube was removed because her husband insisted it was her will to die.
The United States house and senate pushed through emergency legislation to allow

the federal courts to rule on the reinsertion of the feeding tube. President Bush dearly
loves the time he spends at his Crawford, Texas ranch. He cut his time at the ranch short

by a week, flew back to Washington and at 1:15am Monday morning, in his pajamas,

signed the legislation into law in the hall outside his bedroom.
Terri’s parents immediately began an unsuccessful appeal to the federal courts. Terri

Shiavo was dying. No one knows for sure, but if she had awareness of thirst, she was
incredibly thirsty. Well-wishers were arrested as they made futile efforts to take her

water. Her loving parents were helpless to save her. Sometimes there is nothing we can

do. It is at those times that we must trust a sovereign God. God the Father knew that
there was nothing He could do. There was no other way to redeem lost mankind.

As Jesus felt the agony of thirst there must have been two additional motivations for

the cry “I thirst.”5

There was an intense thirst to go back to His Father. He probably was thinking of

Psalm 42:1-2. As I read it, picture Christ in agony on the cross thirsting for His Father.

1 As the deer pants for the water brooks,
So my soul pants for You, O God.

2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God;
When shall I come and appear before God?6

Jesus was in an agony of thirsting for return to His Father. His Father has forsaken
Him; He longs to restore fellowship and communion with Him.

Do you and I know a little bit of that intense thirsting for communion for God that
the psalmist talks about? Are we following hard after God or are we satisfied with small
spiritual snacks in our fellowship with Him? So often we allow the urgent press of
business/pleasure to crowd out our communion with Him who alone can quench the
burning thirst in our souls. Jesus was thirsting for reunion and communion with His
heavenly Father. There was probably another scripture on Jesus’ mind as he felt the

5The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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agony of thirst. Psalm 69:21 says “They also gave me gall for my food / And for my
thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.”7 Jesus knew that He was fulfilling prophecy when
he said “I thirst.”8

Another scripture prophesying Christ’s thirst is Psalm 22:15:

My strength is dried up like a potsherd,
And my tongue cleaves to my jaws;

And You lay me in the dust of death.9

Verse 28 of John 19 says …Jesus, knowing that all things had already been

accomplished, to fulfill the Scripture, *said, “I am thirsty.”10
No matter what was in the mind of Christ, the soldiers took the cry “I thirst” literally.

They had brought a jar of sour wine to the hill of Calvary. One of them took a sponge,
soaked it with the wine and held it up to Jesus. It is interesting to note that even in the

roughest, hardest type of men there is sometimes a compassionate spot in the breast.

Jesus knew there was one word He wanted to utter with great clarity so that all could
hear. He knew that He could not utter that word unless His parched throat was somewhat

soothed by the wine. As He bit into the sponge the sour wine ran down His cheeks. Some
of it bit and stung as it found its way down His parched throat.

All through the ordeal of Calvary Jesus was pushing Himself up on His wounded nail-

pierced feet – over and over again. This produced incredible pain, but it was necessary to
keep Him from suffocating. But then He would sag down to relieve the intense pain in His

feet and as He did He could not breathe.

On one of those times of pushing Himself up, after His throat had been cleared by the
sour wine, the triumphant cry “It is finished!”11 rang out over Calvary’s hill.

There is so much in those English three words we will never plumb the depth of
meaning here. The word is in the perfect tense and means “It has been completed”.

Bishop J.C. Ryle writes about these words:

Quote,

7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
8The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
10The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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The precise meaning of this wondrous expression, “It is finished,” is a

point which the Holy Ghost has not thought good to reveal to us. There is

a depth about it, we must all instinctively feel, which man has probably no
line to fathom. Yet there is perhaps no irreverence in conjecturing the

thoughts that were in our Lord’s mind when the word was spoken. The

finishing of all the known and unknown sufferings which He came to
endure, as our Substitute,--the finishing of the ceremonial law, which He

came to wind up and fulfil, as the true Sacrifice for sin,--the finishing of the
many prophecies, which He came to accomplish,--the finishing of the great

work of man’s redemption, which was now close at hand,--all this, we need

not doubt, our Lord had in view when He said, “It is finished.” There may
have been more behind, for aught we know. But in handling the language

of such a Being as our Saviour, on such an occasion, and at so mysterious a
crisis of His history, it is well to be cautious. “The place whereon we stand

is holy ground.”…

…We rest our souls on a “finished work,” if we rest them on the work
of Jesus Christ the Lord. We need not fear that either sin, or Satan, or law

shall condemn us at the last day. We may lean back on the thought, that

we have a Saviour who has done all, paid all, accomplished all, performed
all that is necessary for our salvation. We may take up the challenge of the

Apostle, “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died: yea, rather
that is risen again; who is even at the right hand of God; who also maketh

intercession for us.” (Rom. 8:34) When we look at our own works, we may

well be ashamed of their imperfections. But when we look at the finished
work of Christ, we may feel peace. We “are complete in Him,” if we believe.

(Col. 2:10)

“End of quotation”

It’s interesting that only John has the words “It is finished!”12 -

Matt., Mark, Luke say He gave a loud cry. If we put the accounts together we conclude
that the synoptic’s “loud cry”13 and John’s “It is finished!”14 must have been one and the

same.

12The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
13The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
14The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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In Greek it is one word – tetelestai. I was fascinated to learn that the same word is

used in verse 28 (accomplished)15.

It was a shout of triumphant victory over the dark sinister forces of Satan/evil. The
word means to end, i.e. complete, execute, conclude; to discharge (a debt), to accomplish,

to make an end, to expire, to fill up, finish, go over, pay, perform, to pay in full. When

John says He bowed His head and gave up His Spirit, He uses words that mean, “He settled
back upon a pillow” – For Jesus the strife was over –

The last part of verse 30 gives a glorious thought. Jesus yielded up His Spirit of His
own choosing and volition. Jesus didn’t die because He finally succumbed to the torture of

wicked men. Jesus, Matthew tells us, cried with a loud voice and “…yielded up the

ghost…”16.
The words could be translated “he dismissed His Spirit”. They point to the fact that

Jesus willingly surrendered the life that was impossible for men to take.
Jesus had said in John 10, “No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I

have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.”17
The battle was won, the agony done.

The epic struggle which began on the cross was over –

Salvation was purchased, redemption was won – It was finished –
“It was complete” It was paid in full.

The verb form of the word was used in the sense of fulfilling or paying a debt. It

could be interpreted “It is paid in full”. Truly our salvation debt was paid in full when
Jesus said “It is finished!” and died.

Up to this point sin was atoned through a complicated system of animal sacrifices and

priestly mediators between us and God. With the death of Jesus, the way was opened for

believers to go directly into the presence of God without the complicated system of animal
sacrifices – Truly Jesus could say “It is finished”. Hallelujah!

Dr. Schilder writes:

“Quote”

15The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
16The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
17The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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“It is finished.” What did the savior mean by that statement? In order to

answer that we must first ask ourselves to what it refers. Does Christ mean that

the Scriptures and the prophets have been fulfilled? Or is the statement simply
designed to say that His cup of suffering has been emptied, and that the suffering

once placed upon Him has almost passed by?

Many think that they must choose one or the other of these possibilities. As

we see it no such choice is necessary. We do indeed believe that the fulfillment of
the Scriptures vindicated the Christ and gave Him a free conscience; and we also

believe that the completion of His life task filled him with an infallible and hence

irresistible sense of joy. He was going home!

“End of quotation”

Jesus in His birth, life, death and resurrection fulfilled the Scriptures perfectly.

In this sixth utterance from the cross Jesus confesses that His life from the time of His

birth to the time of His death has faithfully achieved what the Father gave Him to do.

“It is finished!”18 is a cry of triumph, a shout of joy. Jesus has provided fully for the

salvation of the whole world – God’s justice has been satisfied. Sin’s debt, owed by all
mankind, has been paid in full. “It is finished” rings through the ages as the triumphant

cry of the God/man who provides salvation for each of us.

The cry “It is finished!”19 anticipates Christ’s glorious resurrection, ascension to

heaven and His work at God’s right hand in heaven interceding for each of us who follow
Him as Lord and savior.

If Christ would have simply died His atoning work would have been incomplete.

Three times in history the Word of God uses the word finished/done.

At the beginning of history in Gen. 2:1 we read, Thus the heavens and the earth were

finished, and all the host of them.20

18The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
19The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
20The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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At the end of time we hear the same thought repeated. The revelation of John

chapter 16, verse 17 tells us, “It is done.”21 will sound throughout the world. That call

will close the church age.

In today’s text we see the beginning and the ending held together by the sixth

utterance from the cross, “It is finished!”22.

These words indicate that all heavenly action is in its relationship to God completed.
“Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.”23
“Thou art my Father; this day have I finished it.”

The words apply not only to our justification but to Christ’s. You say, but Christ did

not sin and did not need to be justified. But remember, Christ the perfect sinless Lamb of
God was made sin for us. Our sin was imparted to Him.

He drank the bitter cup of the world’s sins. The cry “It is finished!”24 carries with it

the completion of justification.

At this Lenten/Easter season our challenge is to think about our savior’s:

Sufferings –

His love for us –
How terrible our sin is to a holy God.

The Father’s love which gave the best that heaven had to provide for
our redemption

Take some time to reflect on the great cost of your salvation –
Take time to thank Him.

Renew your determination to tell those the Spirit brings into your pathway about the
glorious good news of the gospel.

“It is finished!”25 Hallelujah!

21The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
22The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
23The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
24The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
25The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Evangelist John R. Rice writes:

The atonement is finished. Sin is paid for. Praise the Lord. There
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins. Now no priest’s offering mass can add

one fraction of an ounce to the value of the atoning blood of Jesus… Finished

too are the ceremonial laws that pointed toward Christ’s coming… Now there
be no more lambs offered as sacrifice. Christ the Lamb of God has died.

Now there is no more human priesthood except that all the saved are
priests and pray for one another. But now no robed priest is needed to come

to forgive sins. We have a high priest forever interceding for us. “It is

finished!”

Amen!
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