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John chapter 17

In John chapter 17 we have recorded the longest and deepest prayer of Jesus. It has

been called the "Great High Priestly Prayer". In it we see deep into the heart of Jesus. We

catch a glimpse of the deep, intimate nature of the communion between the Father and
the Son.

It is a glorious picture of the intercession which the Son as our High Priest is even now

carrying on for us in heaven.

These verses should comfort and instruct us. We see that Christ, our Master, sees far
more potential in us than we see in ourselves.

Bishop J.C. Ryle says…

The least degree of faith is very precious in His sight. Though it be no bigger
than a grain of mustard seed, it is a plant of heavenly growth, and makes a

boundless difference between the possession of it and the man of the world.

Wherever the gracious Savior of Sinners sees true faith in Himself, however feeble,
He looks with compassion on many infirmities, and passes by many defects. The

Lord Jesus did not despise the eleven because of their feebleness, but bore with
them and saved them to the end because they believed. And He never changes.

What He did for them, He will do for us.

End of quotation

Commentators do not agree on where the prayer was uttered. John 14:31 shows that

they had left the upper room. John 18:1 shows that they had not yet arrived at the

garden. Many feel the prayer was lifted as Jesus paused along the way to the garden.
Perhaps it was beside the city wall that the words of supplication ascended to the Father.

John does not tell us and it is not important to the truth of the chapter.

Imagine being there as the eleven disciples stood or knelt in reverent, hushed silence
and heard Jesus their Master interceding for them. It would truly have been a divine

moment. We often speak of the lovely prayer that Jesus taught His disciples to pray as
"The Lord's Prayer", but in a very real sense this 17th chapter is the "Lord's Prayer". Jesus
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could never pray with us, "forgive us our debts (or sins), as we forgive our debtors1"
Jesus had no sins. Jesus here gives us a little glimpse of what His communion with His

Father was like.

In the 26 verses before us Jesus prays…

1. for Himself in vv. 1-5

2. For the disciples in vv. 6-19
3. For the whole/and future church in vv. 20-26

Jesus prayed to prepare Himself for the coming suffering. He also had the disciples in
mind. What an encouragement these words must have been to them.

Jesus prayed about their security,

their joy,

their unity,
and their future glory.

Jesus prayed for us today so that we would know all that He has done for us and given
to us and all that He will do for us when we get to heaven.

Warren Wiersbe suggests the Lord declares four wonderful privileges we have as His
children. Privileges that will help make us overcomers.

We'd like to share them with you.

1st, we share His life. (John 17:1-5)

Jesus begins this prayer by praying for Himself. He was also praying for us.

A prayer for self doesn't have to be a selfish prayer. Jesus wanted to glorify God. He

says, "...the hour has come2…" This is an awesome thought. So often we read in the
gospels that His "…hour has not yet come3…"

Now He is ready to glorify God through His death and suffering. With His divine

foreknowledge Jesus knew exactly what was coming. He had a vivid foretaste of the brutal

1The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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3
suffering that was in store for Him. Still He prayed not for strength for Himself, but that
He might glorify His Father. The hour was come when He pushed Himself up with

incredible pain on those precious wounded feet and cried, “It is finished!”4 He had
completed the work His Father had given Him to do.

While here on Earth Jesus had done the will of His Father on His timetable. He knew He

was in the will of His Father.
In verse one Jesus asked the Father to restore Him to the full rights and power as Son

of God.

We see that power described in Philippians chapter 2, vv. 5-11:

5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God a thing to be grasped,
7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in
the likeness of men.
8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the
name which is above every name,
10so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in
heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.

5

Jesus glorified God by His perfect obedience to His will and by humbly taking the form

of a bondservant and dying on a cross.
What an example for us. So often we push and shove to get ahead in Christ's kingdom.

Jesus says the path to greatness in my kingdom is through servanthood.

Jesus perfectly exemplified this. He is our model.

The word glory or glorify is a very important part of this prayer. Jesus uses the words
eight times. In v. 5 Jesus refers to the glory He had before He came to Earth to be born,

to serve, to suffer and the die.

In v. 4 He reported to the Father that His life and ministry here had glorified God.
This was because of Jesus' finished work.

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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In vv. 1 and 5 Jesus asks God to return His preincarnate glory which He had before He

came to Earth.
Jesus wanted this glory in order that He might glorify His Father through His suffering

and death.

Calvary from our point of view was a revolting display of man's sin. But from God's

view Calvary revealed and magnified the grace and glory of God.

In vv. 2 and 3 we see that it is on the basis of Jesus' finished work that He can offer

eternal life to all who believe in Him. Wiersbe points out that the word give6 is used 17
times in this prayer.

Seven times Jesus says that believers are the Father's gift to His Son.
We often think of Jesus as God's gift to us, and He is, but Jesus affirms here that

believers are the Father's "Love Gift" to His Beloved Son.

Are you and I conducting our lives in such a way that we bring joy to the Son when
the Father presents us to Him?

John's gospel mentions eternal/everlasting life at least 17 times.

Eternal life is given to us by the Son. The Father gives the Son the authority to give

us that eternal life. We share His life.
We receive this eternal life when we believe, but in a way that we don't understand but

must accept by faith, we have already been given to the Son through divine election.

Eternal life is more than just belief in Christ. The devils believe and tremble.
It is more than just being religious. The devoutly religious Jewish leaders were told by

Jesus that they did not know God. Eternal life is a personal relationship with God through
being in His Son Jesus Christ. It is not earned by character or good works; it is a gift we

receive by admitting we are sinners, repenting and believing on Jesus Christ alone.

Today, because God answered Jesus' prayer, there is in heaven a God-man interceding

for us. Today you and I can be overcomers because we share in His life.

2nd, In vv. 6-12 We know His name.

6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Jesus showed the disciples the Father's name by showing them He was everything God

was. The OT name for God was Jehovah, the Great "I AM".

Jesus showed us He bore that sacred name.

He told us "I AM" the Bread of Life.

"I AM" the Light of the World.
"I AM" the Good Shepherd.

"I AM" the Door.

Jesus also told us that the Great "I AM" was their Heavenly Father.

John uses the word Father7 53 times in John chapter 13-17. He uses the word 122
times in The Gospel of John.

Even though Jesus clearly taught that He was equal with God, that he was sent by God
and that His words and works come from God, they refused to believe Him.

In Scripture we often see that a name reveals something about the person.

Jacob was a trickster and schemer.
The name Isaac means laughter.

The name Jesus means Savior.

In v. 6 Jesus says He has manifested God's name to men. What a glorious truth. One
of Jesus' functions while here was to reveal the Father to mankind.

He did this through His word and works. Thank God our safety is assured thorough
our relationship with Jesus Christ. We never have license to do as we please and never

worry about our salvation. But as long as we are faithful to Him He will keep our

salvation secure.
Our salvation doesn't rest on our own goodness and ability but on the strong name of

Jesus Christ.
In v. 11 Jesus prays "keep them in Your name8"

In v. 12, I was keeping them in thy name. And I guarded them and not one of them

perished.
If a limited Savior in a human body could keep His own while He was on Earth, how

much more can He keep us now when He is glorified in heaven. He and the Father along
with the Holy Spirit are able to guard and secure us today.

God has begun a good work in us. Surely He will finish it for His glory. God has given

us divine resources in His Word…vv. 7-8.

7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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His Word reveals Jesus Christ to us.
His Word gives us faith and assurance.

His Son intercedes for us.
In verse 11 we also have the fellowship of the church. "…keep them in thy name…that they

may be one, even as we are one.9"
God's people need each other. Even confident Peter quickly found out how much He

needed the fellowship of other believers. How we rob ourselves of the blessing of

fellowship and encouragement when we fail to share our burdens and heartaches with
each other.

Jesus' whole ministry was centered around touching, helping, encouraging and edifying

people around Him.
What an example for us to be encouragers and edifiers. How easy it is for us to be

self-sufficient and miss the blessing of bearing and sharing each other's burdens.

We share His life.

We know His name and in vv. 13-19…

3. We have His Word.

In v. 14 Jesus tells the Father, "I have given them thy word10…" God's Word is His gift

to us. That Word has been passed along to us through holy men who were carried along
by the Spirit of God.

The Word of God is more than a book. It is the divine gift of God to us.

How do we utilize it? How do we allow its divine precepts to shape and influence our
lives? Or is it unread and unused in our daily lives?

We rob ourselves of strength, help and spiritual nourishment when we neglect God's
Holy Word.

In v. 13 we see that God's Word gives us joy.

Joy comes from a deep abiding knowledge of what God tells us in His Word.
That inward joy gives us strength to face the trials and temptations that come our

way.
Jesus has already told us of the deep abiding joy that comes through Him in chapter

15, v. 11.

9The Revised Standard Version, (New York: Oxford University Press, Inc.) 1973, 1977.
10The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


7
These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy

may be made full.11

Jesus was a man of joy, and He revealed that joy to others. The believer should be a

source of joy to all those he comes in contact with. Our joy does not depend on outward
circumstances, but is rooted in our relationship with Him and His Word.

Jer. 15:16 says…

Your words were found and I ate them,
And Your words became for me a joy and the delight of my heart;
For I have been called by Your name,

O LORD God of hosts.12

Psalm 119:14 says…

I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies,
As much as in all riches.13

In my work at the truck stops I am often amazed at how God arranges opportunities
to bring joy to hurting people.

We were given a case of books on forgiveness. One morning as I was entering the Hess
station to buy coffee I waved to the fuel truck driver who was dropping fuel. I had never

seen him, but when I waved his face lit up and he waved and smiled. When I came out I

went over and chatted with him for awhile. Then I went to get in my car. A little voice
said, "Give him a book". I wondered if I should, but I got a book and returned. I said, "Are

you a reader?"
He said, "Yes I am", and when he saw the title he got a strange look and struggled with

emotion.

I said, "Would you like to tell me about it?" He told me how he was in the middle of a
separation from his wife. She had been unfaithful to him. He was having a real struggle

with forgiving her and I walked up and handed him a book on forgiveness. In the midst of

His pain there was a sense of deep joy because God had provided the resource to meet his
need.

The Word not only gives us joy but it assures us of the Father's love.

11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
12The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


8

V. 14 tells us the world will hate us, but we can confront that hatred through God's

own love imparted to us through the Word of God.
The world hates us because we are not part of its system and we will not conform to

its practices and standards.

The world tries to compete with the Father's love, but the Word of God reveals God's
true love to us.

Neglect of God's Word will lead to our conforming ourselves to this world's system.
D.L. Moody wrote in the front of his Bible, "This book will keep you from sin or sin will

keep you from this book."

God's Word is our light in this dark world. Do we avail ourselves of it?

God's Word gives us joy and reveals His love to us and it gives us power for the
journey. In vv. 15-17 Jesus prays for power for daily living.

Do not take them out of the world, but guard them from the evil one.

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.14
To sanctify is to set apart for a special task. Jesus prays for us to be sanctified and He

says we will be sanctified through His Word!
In John 15:3, Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.15

We are saved, then we are set apart for God's service. We grow in faith. We love sin

less and we love God more. We want to serve Him and be a blessing to others. All of this
comes through the Word.

God's Word is truth…John 17:17

God's Son is truth…John 14:6

and God's Spirit is truth…1 John 5:6

We need all three to live the sanctified, holy Christian life.

Knowledge and doctrine are not enough.

We must allow that knowledge and doctrine to inform our daily decisions and set the

moral tone of our lives.

13The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
14The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
15The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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With our mind we learn God's truth through the Word.
With the heart we love God's truth. With the will we yield to the Spirit and live God's

truth day by day.
The Word gives us joy, love and power to live a holy life.

Sanctification is not for selfish enjoyment or boasting. It is so we might represent

Christ in this world and win others to Him.

God's Word will…

enlighten us…

enable us…
and encourage us.

We share His life.

We know His name.

We have His Word.

And in vv. 20-26…

4. We share His glory.

In v. 20 Jesus shifts His focus to the future.

I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through
their word16

Jesus prayed for us as future believers. His prayer is for unity.

Unity is so important in the body of Christ. With unity there is love, harmony and the
work of Christ is accomplished.

When we allow our focus to shift from Christ to petty differences all kinds of
destructive things happen.

We become critical and fault-finding.

We look for each other's faults; we do not encourage and build each other up.
The disciples often showed a spirit of selfishness, competition and disunity. This must

have broken Jesus' heart. His heart is broken when we in His Body exhibit those kinds of
behaviors today.

16The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Thomas Brooks, a Puritan preacher, writes,

Discord and division become no Christian. For wolves to worry the lambs is

no wonder. But for one lamb to worry another; this is unnatural and

monstrous.

End of quotation

The true basis for Christian unity is the person and work of Jesus Christ and His glory.

We have already been given Christ's glory. In vv. 22-23 Jesus prays,

And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be
one, even as we are one: 23I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made
perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast
loved them, as thou hast loved me. 17

In v. 21 Jesus makes three requests:

1. That they all may be one, as you Father are in Me and I in You.
2. That they may be one in Us.

3. That the world may believe that You sent me.

So we see that Christ is vitally concerned about our unity.

This unity becomes most visible through love, obedience and commitment to the
Father's will.

The Life Application Commentary says…

BECOMING ONE

Jesus' great desire for his disciples was that they would become one. He

wanted them unified as a powerful witness to the reality of God's love. Unity
between believers is not often mentioned as the catalyst for someone becoming

a Christian. However, Christian unity does provide an environment for the

17The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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gospel message to make its clearest impact, and lack of unity among
Christians frequently drives people away. Are you helping to unify the body of

Christ, the church? You can pray for other Christians, avoid gossip, build
others up, work together in humility, give your time and money, exalt Christ,

and refuse to get sidetracked by arguing over divisive matters.

In the second request, Jesus prayed for a unity among the believers that is

based on the believers' unity with him and the Father. Christians can be
unified if they live in union with God…each branch living in union with the

Vine is united… [with all other branches or each part of the body is united

with the other parts so that when one hurts they all hurt, and when one
rejoices they all rejoice.]

This union with the Father and Son would result in people all over the
world believing that Jesus had been sent by God as the world's Savior—and not

only believing, but receiving this Savior as their own. This is the third request.

[vv. 22-23] "That they may be one as we are one: 23 I in them and you in me.
May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me
and have loved them even as you have loved me."NIV Complete and perfect
unity between God and believers results in worldwide belief. When we
demonstrate this oneness, we will convince the world that the Father sent the
Son, and that the Father loves believers deeply and eternally, just as he loves
the Son.

Some practical helps with unity:

• Focus on the nature, attributes, splendor and holiness of Christ. Filling our minds

with Christ will keep us from being occupied with ourselves.
• Keep mind, heart and ears open while keeping the mouth closed longer. Realize

that not all believers use the same terms nor speak the same language. Impulsive

conclusions can prevent us from getting along with those who share allegiance to
Jesus Christ.

• Steer clear of persons who closely measure everyone else by their standards; we
may be the next to be "dissected" and judged.

• Remember that Jesus died for persons, not principles or a system.

• Stay out of endless arguments over various denominational methods and church
traditions. Satan uses these to distract the church from obeying its commission.

Better to fail as we obey then to neither fail nor obey!
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• Don't close your mind. Be willing to listen.

Some resources we have in Christ:

John 17 contains a storehouse of resources God makes available to us as

disciples of Jesus. What more could we ask for? What else could we need?

• Jesus gives us eternal life (17:2).
• Jesus prays for us (17:9, 20).

• The Holy Father protects us (17:11).

• Jesus gives us the words of God (17:8, 14).
• Jesus sets us apart for special service (17:17-18).

• We are unified with God and Christ (17:21, 23).
• We have God's love (17:23-24, 26).

• Christ is in us (17:23).

• Jesus reveals God to us (17:26).

Because we have these wonderful resources, we can persevere in our faith.

One of the things which most impresses the world is the way Christians love each

other and live together in harmony . Of course, the opposite is true. When the world sees
us fighting and exhibiting acts of unkindness to each other it turns them away from

Christ.

There is every reason why believers should love one another and live in unity…

We love the same Savior.
We share the same glory.

We will someday enjoy the same heaven.

We belong to the same Father.
We seek to do the same work, witnessing to a lost world that Jesus Christ alone saves

from sin.
We believe the same truth.

We do have differences; but we have much more in common and this should
encourage us to love one another and promote true spiritual unity.
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Wiersbe closes His comments with this:

As you review this prayer, you see the spiritual priorities that were in the
Saviour's heart: the glory of God; the sanctity of God's people; the unity of the

church; the ministry of sharing the Gospel with a lost world. We today would

be wise to focus on these same priorities.
One day, each of us will have to give an account of his or her ministry. It is

a solemn thought that we shall stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ and
give our "final report."

I trust that we will be able to say, "I have glorified Thee on the earth; I

have finished the work which Thou gavest me to do" (John 17:4).

Mummerts
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