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Keep the Faith Mom!
(Matt. 6:27-34)

Her Occupation

One day the census taker called and wrote down in a book, and so,

as I was hanging 'round I thought I'd take a look. He had our names

and ages all, and put down Dad's vocation, and after Mother's name

he wrote she had "No Occupation."

Why, Mother's up before it's light, and through the work she races.

She starts the breakfast, straightens things, and washes all the faces.

She packs our lunches , finds our books— of course it keeps her

busy— she washes, irons, sweeps, and dusts— you'd think she would

be dizzy!

She bakes a cake, and maybe pies; she finds some time for sewing.

There's mending, making over, too, because we all are growing. Then

dinner comes, and dishes next, first one thing, then another; and

when our homework bothers us, we say, "Please help us, Mother."

So she keeps going all the time, and though she's often weary, she

never gets real out of sorts— she's always gay and cheery. She keeps

so busy every day, and sure needs some vacation: and yet the census

man wrote down she had "No Occupation!"

During England's darkest hours, in World War II, it was a pudgy, unimpressive

looking, little man who looked more like a circus clown then a statesman who held
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the country together. There were voices all around that said, "Surrender. Escape".

But Winston Churchill stood his ground. His was a voice in the wilderness. He

stood alone against an unfair and biased press. Against the feeling of many of the

people of England who would have opted for an easy way out. He had a simple

statement that explained his philosophy: "Wars are not won by evacuation!" He

hung in there and rallied the country through the horrors of the Nazi blitz which

leveled large sections of England. To Churchill white sheets were for beds not flags.

Runners were for the race track not the battlefield. He was a fighter. He never

entertained the idea of surrender. He never thought of capitulating. He never

once considered the possibility of negotiation with the enemy. He never thought of

escaping the pain of the battle: He had commitment.

Today motherhood and the family are under attack from all sides. Voices from

all directions are saying, "Don't sweat it. It's a new age. Old values are worn out.

Don't worry about commitment and faithfulness. Satisfy the moment. If it feels

good do it! In this day of loose living and complete lack of moral fiber we need

Moms and Dads who will stand for the old fashioned ideas of commitment /

dedication and faithfulness to their marriage partners and families. Moms and

Dads who aren't afraid to roll up their sleeves and get on with the all-important job

of mothering and child raising.

During the war Churchill said, about the R.A.F. pilots who bravely fought and

died to save London, "Never in the field of human conflict, was so much owed by so

many to so few."

That can be said of motherhood today. We owe our mothers a huge debt of

gratitude for their unsung labors among us.

Today I'd like to look at motherhood from 3 perspectives.

Like you to look with me at.

#1 Some lessons for Christian mothers.

#2 Some attacks on motherhood

#3 Some laurels for mothers.
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1. Lessons for Christian mothers.

As our models today we would like to look at two Bible women— Abigail &

Hannah.

Abigail— 1 Sam. 25 (Whose father is joy)

Intelligent/beautiful

Sunny— Glad personality

Beautiful women—

True beauty

Abigail had a godly sense of "poise".

God only gives his "poise" to women who are willing to cooperate fully with him

on every point.

Look with me at 3 ways to true beauty from Abigail's life.

A. By cultivating the "hidden person of the heart" By having a "gentle quiet

spirit"

1 Peter 3:3-4
3 And let not your adornment be external only—braiding the hair,

and wearing gold jewelry, and putting on dresses;
4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable

quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.

One thing that makes a woman beautiful is a gentle, quiet spirit. It is precious

in God's sight.

A woman who has a quiet spirit will be content with what she has. A woman

who often complains about the way things are or what she doesn't have doesn't

have a gentle quiet spirit. She creates dissension and turmoil in her family as she

complains and nags about what she isn't satisfied with. Proverbs 27:15 says, "A

constant dripping on a day of steady rain and a contentious woman are alike." I

challenge you moms to be "content with what you have." to exhibit a sweet quiet

spirit. You will be amazed how much smoother your life will be if you will be

obedient to God in this area of your life.
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B. A second way to beauty is to cultivate "good works" in your life.

Abigail was a woman who did good works. 1 Tim. 2:9-10 says, "Likewise I want

women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with

braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments: but rather by means of good

works as befits women making a claim to godliness."

1 Timothy 5:10a, speaking about widows says:

"Having a reputation for good works"…Then v. 10b says, "If she has devoted

herself to every good work."

Acts 9:36 tells us about Dorcas who was "abounding with deeds of kindness and

charity, which she continually did."

There is something beautiful about a good woman who does good deeds.

Acts 9:36 says about Dorcas: "All the widows stood beside him weeping and

showing all the tunics and garments that Dorcas used to make while she was with

them."

1 Tim. 6:18 says, "Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be

generous and ready to share."

Doing good helps make a mother beautiful.

C. A third way to cultivate true beauty is through "submission". Abigail was

submissive even though she was married to a very surly husband.

The Southern Baptist Convention Meeting in Salt Lake City on June 9-11, 1998

adopted the following resolution:

which incidentally comes straight from the book of Ephesians:

God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of

human society. It is composed of persons related to one another

by marriage, blood or adoption.

Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant

commitment for a lifetime. It is God's unique gift to reveal the

union between Christ and His church, and to provide for the man

and the woman in marriage the framework for intimate

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


5
companionship, the channel for sexual expression according to biblical

standards, and the means for procreation of the human race.

The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both

are created in God's image. The marriage relationship models the

way God relates to His people. A husband is to love his wife as

Christ loved the church. He has the God-given responsibility to

provide for, to protect and to lead his family. A wife is to submit

herself graciously to the servant leadership of her husband even as

the church willingly submits to the leadership of Christ. She, being

in the image of God as is her husband and thus equal to him, has

the God-given responsibility to respect her husband and to serve as

his helper in managing the household and nurturing the next

generation.

Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and

heritage from the Lord. Parents are to demonstrate to their

children God's pattern for marriage. Parents are to teach their

children spiritual and moral values and to lead them, through

consistent lifestyle example and loving discipline, to make choices

based on biblical truth. Children are to honor and obey their

parents.

You may remember that the press had a fit. Southern Baptist men were

characterized as either cavemen dragging their women by their hair or like Archie

Bunker who dominated his spineless little wife.

God didn't ask for our opinion when he caused the words of Scripture to be

written.

1 Peter 3:1 says, "In the same way you wives be submissive to your own

husbands." V. 5 says, "For in this way in former times the holy women also who

hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands."

No one likes a bossy, pushy woman. Not even a bossy, pushy woman! There

is something revolting/unnatural, and disgusting about a pushy, bossy, woman.
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Ladies, it's strange but true. One of the ways to true beauty is through

submission.

A woman is truly beautiful who submits willingly in obedience to Christ and

who honors her husband by submitting to his authority.

Peter tells us that the submissive woman is a powerful witness to her unsaved

husband. When he says, "If any obey not the word, they also may without the

word, be won by the conduct of the wives."

Peter says you can win your unsaved husband by being a godly wife.

So often we go about this the wrong way. We turn up the radio when the

preacher is on.

We scatter tracts all over the house, in his lunchbox, car and suitcase!

We try to get the pastor to visit him.

We nag him about all the bad things he does.

We nag him to go to church.

All this is like a rifle shot on a tank. No effect at all

Do you know how to kill a tank?

Blast it with armor-piercing weapons.

Peter says if you blast your husband with a godly, submissive, gracious life, he

can't stand that.

There's an old Chinese proverb

That, if practiced each day,

Would change the whole world

In a wonderful way—

It's truth is so simple,

It's so easy to do.

And it works every time

And successfully too—

For you can't do a kindness

Without a reward,

Not in silver nor gold

But in joy from the Lord—

You can't light a candle

To show others the way

Without feeling the warmth
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Of that bright little ray—

And you can't pluck a rose,

All fragrant with dew,

Without part of its fragrance

Remaining with you.

And whose hands bestow

More fragrant bouquets

Than Mother, who daily speaks

Kind words of praise—

Mother, whose courage and

Comfort and cheer

Light bright little candles in

Hearts through the year

No wonder the hands of an

Unselfish mother

Are symbols of sweetness

Unlike any other

Ladies, you can have true beauty through

1. Cultivating a quiet, gentle spirit

2. Good works

3. Submission

Look with me now at another Bible woman…

2. Hannah / "Commitment"

1 Sam. chapter 1— Beautiful story— Wanted son. Committed it to God in

prayer.

Mothers need commitment to the task.

Midst of

Dirty diapers/Squealing/Messy/Fussy/Children/Demanding husbands/

Frantic time schedules/Trying circumstances.

Mothering takes good old-fashioned "determination"

Hannah believed God/brought burden to Lord

v. 18— no longer sad— Left burden.

We like to help God with our burdens. We give them to him and then we grab

them back. God doesn't need our help with burdens.

1 Peter 5:7

"Casting all your anxiety upon him, because he cares for you."
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Matt. 6:27-34

27 "And which of you by being anxious can add a single cubit to his

life's span?
28 "And why are you anxious about clothing? Observe how the lilies of

the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin,
29 yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory did not clothe

himself like one of these.
30 "But if God so arrays the grass of the field, which is alive today and

tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more do so for

you, O men of little faith?
31 "Do not be anxious then, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall

we drink?' or 'With what shall we clothe ourselves?'
32 "For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly

Father knows that you need all these things.
33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these

things shall be added to you.
34 "Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care

for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Someone has written,

"Loyalty that will do anything, that will endure anything, that will make the

whole being consecrate to him, is what Christ wants, anything else is not worthy of

him."

"Mothers need commitment".

II. Satan's attacks on motherhood

Home is most important unit in society.

Not surprising Satan tries to break up the home. It is a #1 priority of his to

destroy our homes.

Obvious way— heartache of divorce/separation.

More subtle way

A. Get mother out of the home / working
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Some must work/ends meet.

God bless you!

Some no husband/Disabled

But— Some just want things/money/excitement. Some even feel new rights

movement lets them leave home.

Being a mother/raising children one of world's most important jobs.

Substitutes just can't do the job as well.

Some very important benefits from Mom:

1. True Happiness Being at home

God designed home to provide joy/happiness/satisfaction/

Some mothers & some families don't have these

(Need to ask God for wisdom in seeking his will for our lives) Only in seeking

and yielding to his will for our lives will we find happiness.

2. Development of Children

It's been said, "Every serious personal problem can be traced back to improper

family life."

The importance of family life cannot be overemphasized. Child's

motives/Attitudes/Ideals molded by "Home life"

By how we mothers and fathers conduct ourselves.

After friends go/After doors close/When our hair is down

Do our children see us then as Spirit-filled, gracious mothers and Dads?

If our religion doesn't work at home it's pretty weak stuff indeed! Mothers

influence absolutely crucial in developing children.

3. Furtherance of Work of God/Church

No church stronger than family lives of members.

Only through giving proper time and energy to her family will the Christian

mother be able to serve God effectively. Remember Moms, raising kids is God's

work.
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A busy mother was one day regretting that she could do so little Christian

work. "I shall have only a life of housework to show at last," she said

rather sadly to a friend one day. "Why, Mother," exclaimed her little

daughter, who overheard the words, "all we children will stand up and

tell all you've done for us—everything! I shouldn't s'pose they'd want

anything better than good mothers in Heaven!"

And the friend answered: "The child is right. Earth will send to

Heaven no better saints than the true Christian mothers who have

done their best."

-Christian Digest

Our churches will suffer if our families are neglected because mothers are not

involved in the development and shaping of the lives of their children. Dads &

Moms, let's take this very seriously. How important are "things" if our children go

astray because we neglect them?

B. 2nd attack…Get Mom Upset

Anything Mom needs, it's patience.

Know how it comes?

James ch. 1 v. 2-3:

"Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials"

Mom, when's last time thanked God for trials?

Don't you have any?

We do at our house!

Easy to think, what good are they!

v. 3…"Knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance" KJV-

patience

Hand strapped to side to save it. Use it or loose it.

Need trials to develop patience. No trials, no patience.

But look @ v. 4…What a reward.
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v. 4 "And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and

complete, lacking in nothing.

That's incredible.

But it's so easy to get upset.

Say to child, "You make me so mad!"/My reaction to your frustration is

anger/Loss of control

Remember Mom and Dad you are shaping little lives, molding attitudes—

influencing beliefs.

We teach them that anger is the proper reaction to frustration.

We need to remember we are the mature one, we are the teacher.

Sometimes we excuse our anger by saying, "That's my besetting sin./That's just

the way I am./That's my old nature."/or the ultimate excuse…"The devil made me

do it!"

These are only excuses for us to yield to our sin natures.

We sin when we choose to sin.

James 1:14 says, "But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed

by his own lust."

We rationalize and make excuses. We don't work at correcting our anger.

Solution…Like any bad habit is to realize it is sin. Don't excuse it! Confess it

to God. Confess it to your child. That's how he/she will learn about confession

and repentance.

Tell God you can't do it alone. Ask for his help. Then work at it!

Don't take 6 things at once. Take it one at a time.

Set a goal. Chart your improvement.

Grow in holiness. Become more holy as you gain victory over your besetting

sins.

It is sinful for us to excuse our sins and continue to practice them year after

year.

1 Peter 2:1…"Putting aside" all malice and all guile, etc.
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James 1:21…"Putting aside" all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness.

"Let's get serious with God, do what it takes to be good examples to our kids."

C. 3rd Attack…Get Mom Discouraged

Easy for Moms to get discouraged. Little adult companionship— 4 walls, 4

more next room— Menial toil— Frustrating circumstances.

Some moms live with unsaved husbands. Lives hard, unrewarding (Abigail)

Problem with Discouragement

Leads to "I don’t care attitude."

That does bad things to us.

Our happiness/Our family's happiness/Our witness to husbands

It results in negative training of children.

How to handle discouragement

A. Thank God for your blessings. No one/So bad off/ No blessings.

List them/Voice them/ Sing them

Eph. 5:20…"Always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ to God even the Father."

1 Thes. 5:18…"In everything give thanks. For this is God's will for you in

Christ Jesus.

When you're in the kitchen—

Lots of chores to do

Don’t stand staring blankly,

Don't sit feeling blue

If instead of sighing

You can sing a song

Jobs you'd like to bypass

Won't take very long!

B. Portions of Scripture

Read Psalms

Psalm 8

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


13
19th Psalm

23rd Psalm

95-96-97-98-100

Read Eph. chapters 1-3

Crucifixion story (Gospels)

C. Do something nice for someone

Family/Friend/Enemy

The Power of Love

In Philadelphia the state department of public welfare

believed that without the use of her arms or legs, Celestine

Tate would be unable to care for her baby girl. But Celestine is

a young woman with an extraordinary will. To prove that she

was competent to take care of five-month-old Niya, she went to

family court in the spring of 1976 and used her lips and tongue

to undress and dress the baby while spectators silently watched.

Judge Edward Rosenburg affirmed her right to custody of the

child.

That is the power of mother love. When faced with

difficulty and opposition, love always finds a way. Love, in

order to care for its own, becomes creative. Thank God for the

power of a mother's love!

-The Prairie Overcomer

III. Some Laurels for Mothers

John ch. 19, v. 25-26-27:
25 Therefore the soldiers did these things. But there were standing by the cross of

Jesus His mother, and His mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
26 When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing

nearby, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold, your son!"
27 Then Jesus said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!" And from that hour the

disciple took her into his own household.
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Even in his dying agony Jesus provided for his mother/showed love for her.

Eph. 6:1-2…"Children obey your parents in the Lord for this is right. Honor

your father & mother."

Col. 3:20…"Children be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well

pleasing to the Lord."

Dads, we need to teach our children to honor and respect their mother- We

must too!

Someone has said "The best way to teach our children to honor their mother is

to show our love for our wives."

Those of us who have mothers should remember to "Do it now".

Give her our praises while she is with us.

Praise her now!/Honor her now!/Visit her now!/Love her now!

Before It is Too Late

If you've a gray-haired mother

In the old home far away,

Sit down and write the letter

You've put off day by day;

Don't wait until her tired steps

Reach Heaven's pearly gate,

But show her that you think of her

Before it is too late.

If you've a tender message

Or a loving word to say,

Don't wait till you forget it,

But whisper it today.

Who knows what bitter memories

May haunt you if you wait?

So make your loved one happy

Before it is too late.

We live but in the present,
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The future is unknown;

Tomorrow is a mystery,

Today is all your own.

The chance that fortune lends to us

May vanish while we wait,

So spend your life's rich treasure

Before it is too late.

The tender words unspoken,

The letters never sent,

The long-forgotten messages,

The wealth of love unspent—

For these some hearts are breaking,

For these some loved ones wait;

So show them that you care for them

Before it is too late.

—George Bancroft Griffith

Motherhood is one of the world's most important and fulfilling careers. Moms

don't ever feel slighted/Demeaned/or Insignificant.

God chose you to raise those children. God promises to work with you.

When Lou Little was coaching football at Georgetown, he had a

player who was definitely third rate but had so much spirit he was

an inspiration to the team. He rarely saw action except in the last

few minutes of a game that was already decided.

One day news came that the boy's father had died. The youngster

came to Little and said: "Coach, I want to ask something of you that

means an awful to me. I want to start the game against Fordham. I

think that's what my father would have liked most."

Little hesitated a moment, then said: "Okay, son, you'll start, but

you'll only be in there for a play or two. You aren't quite good

enough and you know it."
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The boy started the game and played so well Little never took him out. His

play inspired the team to victory.

Back in the locker room Coach Little embraced the young man

and said: "son, you were terrific. You never played that way

before…what got into you?"

The boy answered: "Remember how my father and I used to walk

around arm-in-arm? There was something about him very few

people knew—he was totally blind. This afternoon was the first time

my father ever saw me play."

Moms, Dads / God's watching our lives.

Our children are watching our lives.

Let's ask his help in being good examples in our parenting.

Keep the faith Mom.

A Mother's Heart

The door that leads to a mother's heart

Is always open wide,

And in her heart is a special place

Where peace and love abide,

There is no lock on a mother's heart,

Her children freely go

For a pat on the cheek or a comforting word

Or something they want to know,

Through years of work and prayer, she's learned

Her wise and tender art,

For the nearest thing to the love of God

Is the love of a mother's heart. —Barbara Burrow
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