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Give God the Keys..............................................Malachi ch. 1

Opening scripture— Mark 8:34-38

Once upon a time there was an Anglican clergyman who was lazy. He

had long given up the bother of preparing sermons. He had considerable
native intelligence and fluency of speech. In his congregation were
mostly simple people, so he got by pretty well with his unprepared
sermons. Yet, in order to live with his conscience, he took a vow that he

would always preach extemporaneously and put his trust in the Holy
Spirit.

Everything was fine until one day, a few minutes before the morning
service, who should walk into church and sit down but the bishop. The

parson was embarrassed. He had bluffed his congregation for years, but
he was quite certain that he could not hoodwink the bishop. He went
over to welcome the unexpected visitor. In an endeavor to forestall
criticism, he told the bishop of his solemn vow to preach

extemporaneously.
The bishop mumbled that he understood, and the service began.

Halfway through the sermon, however, to the preacher's great
consternation, the bishop stood up and walked out. After the service,

the pastor found a scribbled note from the bishop on the vestry table, "I
absolve you from your vow."

—John R. W. Stott, Between Two Worlds

Sometimes it's easy for us to view our Christian lives this way.

Following God, being good husbands/fathers/wives/mothers, demands our very
best, but it's easy for us to slack up, to give God and our families our leftovers—

All of us need to pace ourselves to rest/relax, but today I'd like to share with
you about a subject which has challenged me lately.

I've come to realize it's very close to God's heart.
It's about giving God our best, about giving God the keys to our lives, about

allowing him to call the shots in our lives.
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There is a fascinating scripture in the first chapter of Malachi.
Let me read vv. 1,2 and 6-10.

1 The oracle of the word of the LORD to Israel through Malachi.
2 “I have loved you,” says the LORD. But you say, “How have You loved us?”

6 “ ‘A son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where is My honor? And if I
am a master, where is My respect?’ says the LORD of hosts to you, O priests who despise My name. But you
say, ‘How have we despised Your name?’
7 “You are presenting defiled food upon My altar. But you say, ‘How have we defiled You?’ In that you
say, ‘The table of the LORD is to be despised.’
8 “But when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you present the lame and sick, is
it not evil? Why not offer it to your governor? Would he be pleased with you? Or would he receive you
kindly?” says the LORD of hosts.
9 “But now will you not entreat God’s favor, that He may be gracious to us? With such an offering on
your part, will He receive any of you kindly?” says the LORD of hosts.
10 “Oh that there were one among you who would shut the gates, that you might not uselessly kindle fire
on My altar! I am not pleased with you, says the LORD of hosts, “nor will I accept an offering from you... ” 1

Think with me about what God required of the Israelites when they brought a
sacrifice to Him.

God was very clear— No waffling or stuttering. In Exodus 12:5 when they were

given instructions regarding the Passover lamb, God said,
‘Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old..."2

In Lev. chapter 22 God is even more specific as he spells out exactly what kind
of animals could not be offered to Him as sacrificial offerings:

19 for you to be accepted—it must be a male without defect from the cattle, the sheep, or the goats.
20 ‘Whatever has a defect, you shall not offer, for it will not be accepted for you.
21 ‘When a man offers a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD to fulfill a special vow or for a

freewill offering, of the herd or of the flock, it must be perfect to be accepted; there shall be no defect in it.
22 ‘Those that are blind or fractured or maimed or having a running sore or eczema or scabs, you shall

not offer to the LORD, nor make of them an offering by fire on the altar to the LORD.3

God demanded their very best animal.

They would go to their flock and search for the very best— most expensive.
They would never think of giving anything but their best.

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Today we call it several things:

Total surrender
Laying down our all on the altar
Lordship of Christ

or, I think one we all understand,
"Giving God the keys"
Today this means giving God the control of all our
stuff, will, the control of our life,

allowing God to call the shots in our lives.

When we think of this we might ask, "What is God's example?— What did He give
to us?"

Look around you—
Start with creation—
God created the heavens and the earth. It was an excellent creation.
Then God filled the earth with

Light,
Atmosphere,

Dry land,
Seas,

Vegetation,
Animals,

Birds,
Fish,

...and the pinnacle of His creation, "Man".
What grade would you give God?
A— B— C— D— ?
Good— Fair— Excellent?

God's creation was excellent.
7 times in Gen. ch. 1 we are told, "And God saw it was good."
We see God giving His best all through history.
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Think about the "Burning Bush".
"The deliverance from Egypt"

"The parting of the Red Sea"
"The destruction of Egypt's army"
"The founding of the nation of Israel"
"The sending of his prophets"

Look today at a sunset.
What grade do we give to God? Excellent!
The world of nature— the sunlight shining on a drop of dew on a green leaf.
The complexity of the human body,

The mystery of the human mind.
God always gives his best.
And of course God's best was most fully realized in the giving of his best gift—

His Son, our Savior—

His birth was excellent—
prophesied in exact detail 100s of years before it occurred.
A perfect virgin conception.
A perfect life—

A perfect death—
(Crucifixion wasn't even invented when the prophets predicted it. Stoning was

the Jewish method of execution when Jesus lived— but before crucifixion was even
known, the prophets said he would be crucified.)

A perfect resurrection
A perfect ascension—
A perfect representation of us before God's throne today as we speak.
God has always given us His absolute total best. That's what He asks from us.

Our best, total surrender of ourselves— All we are, have or can do to Him.

Bob Jones, Sr. says,
Quote,
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For a Christian, life is not divided into the secular and the sacred.

To him all ground is holy ground, every bush a burning bush, and every

place a temple of worship.

End of quotation

Now fast forward to Malachi chapter 1.
These people knew what God wanted. But they brought not their best, but the

Sick,
the Lame,

the Blind.

Instead of going through the flock to find the absolute best for God, they
searched for the animal which could not be sold— the one they feared would die.

They dragged it to the altar,
heaved it up, breathed a sigh, "It's still alive!" They could not offer a dead

animal!
God was not pleased!

God says, "I don't want a blemished offering."
Isaiah ch. 1:11-15:
God doesn't want our sacrifice if we are hiding/covering sin in our lives.

11“What are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?”
Says the LORD.
“I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams
And the fat of fed cattle;
And I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs or goats.

12“When you come to appear before Me,
Who requires of you this trampling of My courts?

13“Bring your worthless offerings no longer,
Incense is an abomination to Me.
New moon and sabbath, the calling of assemblies—
I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly.

14“I hate your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts,
They have become a burden to Me;
I am weary of bearing them.

15“So when you spread out your hands in prayer,
I will hide My eyes from you;
Yes, even though you multiply prayers,
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I will not listen.
Your hands are covered with blood.4

In the NT, Jesus called for this kind of commitment.
In Mark 8:34 he told the multitude,
"If anyone wishes to come after me, let Him deny himself, and take up his cross

and follow me."
When Jesus said that in the first century it meant death by crucifixion.
What Christ is asking is a death to our own wills and a coming alive to the

control of God in our lives.

We say, "Oh no, I'm not going to give my life to God. He will send me to Africa.
He might take away my fun. He may take my riches/money."

Let's think about a simple but profound question:
Who is most likely to mess up our lives?
Us or God?

If we think about it, we know it is us!
There is a glorious paradox in this, for when we surrender to God, when we die

to our own wills, we come alive to true freedom and happiness.
In fact, we will never know true freedom and happiness till we surrender our

wills to God and allow him to direct our steps.

Prov. 3:5-6 says, " Trust in the LORD with all your heart
And do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He will make your paths straight."

KJ: "direct your paths"

If we are obedient to God;

If we will give him our best, he will direct our paths.

Gordon MacDonald, writing in Discipleship Journal, shared some ideas I'd like to

borrow about some things which will stunt our spiritual growth.

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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When we think about "giving God our best" or "giving God the keys", a prime

consideration should be our spiritual growth.

We get mighty upset if our crops don't grow or our animals are stunted and

sickly. We can defraud God when we allow our spiritual lives to be stunted.

Scripture lists some famous non-growers.

There was Cain,

Lot,

King Saul,

Judas,

Simon the Magician,

and Demas.

The Bible also lists the names of some who started well, peaked early, and then

declined miserably...

Noah,

Solomon,

Hezekiah,

Asa.

Writing in his journal, Oswald Chambers reflected on the anxiety of non-growth.

Quote,

A great fear has been at work in my mind, and God has used it to

arouse me to prayer. I came across a man whom I knew years ago, a

mighty man of God, and now ten years have gone and I meet him

again—garrulous and unenlivened. How many men seem to become like

that after 40 years of age!

End of quotation
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1. MacDonald calls the first growth inhibitor "Family Ties".

Our spiritual growth can be inhibited when we are given paralyzing messages

from our family. We as parents can instill paralyzing attitudes into our children

and spouses.

When they hear negative, unkind thoughts over and over again, they will begin

to believe them.

A child who hears, "You can't do anything right", "I wish I'd never had you",

"You'll never amount to anything", "You are too stupid to do anything", will begin

to believe those messages.

They will carry right on into adulthood where they will sap our spiritual lives.

John Maxwell talks about "lids" we allow to be placed on our lives which limit our

growth. Jacob was probably hindered by his mother's attitude toward him. She

was manipulative and conniving, and Jacob's character reflected his mother's. It is

so important that we build up with our words and attitudes. We have the awesome

power as parents and mentors to instill hope, to edify and build up others' spiritual

attitudes. We do it by choosing to be positive in our attitudes toward others.

If your spiritual life is stunted by negative family messages, you need to give it

to Christ the Great Physician and allow him to cleanse your mind and soul.

We need to look to Christ for our significance. If we will allow him to he will

take our broken attitudes and feelings and heal them.

2. A second limiting factor on our spiritual growth is the friends we choose.

Our friends can adversely affect our spiritual growth.

There are friends who will encourage us to do wrong. We may need to separate

from some of them.
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There are also friends who may discourage us from growing spiritually. They

may be addicted to a spiritual mediocrity and may resent our attempts to move

ahead with God.

They may use sarcasm and ridicule to hold us back.

If we are serious about spiritual growth we will need to seek the kind of friends

who will challenge and stretch us to new heights with God.

MacDonald says, "The growth I have experienced has usually come from the

encouragement of people older, deeper, more experienced than I." Rather than

feeling intimidated or inadequate when we cultivate friends who are more

spiritually mature than we are, we should allow their lives and growth to rub off on

us.

3. A third limiting factor on spiritual growth is to avoid stretching.

Stretching is a great catalyst to spiritual growth.

We will not grow spiritually when we simply parrot the religious party line. The

Christian faith is big enough and secure enough for the tough questions. Too

many times we turn our minds off and lose our desire to think. Growth does not

happen in a community where people are not encouraged to think for themselves

with God the Holy Spirit's help. The Bereans were more noble than the

Thessalonians because they not only received the message of salvation, but they

searched the Scriptures daily to see if what Paul said was true. If we want to grow,

we need to explore, meditate upon and ask the tough questions of God's Word.

We need to allow ourselves to be exposed to his Word and then allow his Holy

Spirit to teach us what he wants us to know.

John MacArthur, writing in his newsletter, says,

Quote,
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Of course, the most direct avenue through which God is bringing

about change in your life is His Word. Where else can you turn to learn

what God wants you to become? How else can you discover what it

means to imitate Christ?

When you open the Bible and meditate on its truths, God quickens

those truths to your heart and transforms you. He uses Scripture to

expose your sin—to increase your sensitivity to it and your hatred for it.

Through His revealed truth, God imparts the divine wisdom you bring to

bear on the decisions you face each day. God uses His Word to show you

His standard, to keep you mindful of His warnings, and to fix your heart

squarely on His promises. As Charles Spurgeon once said:

Bible study is the metal that makes a Christian. This is the

strong meat on which holy men are nourished. This is that which

makes the bone and sinew of men who keep God's way in defiance

of every adversary.

Indeed, God is working in the lives of His children to sanctify them

and mold them into the image of Christ.

End of quotation

We will never grow spiritually if we simply accept and parrot what we are told

without checking God's Word for ourselves.

4. A fourth way we may limit our growth is by failing to learn from our

mistakes.

We will not grow if we do not accept the lessons from our blunders.
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We would prefer not to have sinned and made the mistakes, but we need to

squeeze every error for its deepest truth.

We should never run from the consequences of our sins. We should let God's

grace permeate it with lessons that we can use the next time.

The person with too much pride, a tendency toward truth-denial, or an

unwillingness to accept a loving rebuke will remain stunted in his/her spiritual

growth.

Simon Peter is such a good example of this principle. He simply thrived on his

own mistakes. He learned and grew each time he made a fool of himself. He was

teachable. He learned from his mistakes. Being teachable will spur us on in our

spiritual growth.

5. A fifth drag on our spiritual lives is a contentment with the ordinary.

Spiritual growth demands energy, commitment, and a desire to live above the

ordinary.

Oswald Chambers used the words "unenlivened" and garrulous".

These are the people who "go with the flow", who don't put up too much

resistance to Satan's temptations. They are lazy and disinterested about spiritual

growth.

Paul addressed the Corinthians, "I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to
men of flesh, as to infants in Christ. I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive
it."5

Paul prayed that the Colossians would bear fruit in every good work, grow in

the knowledge of God, be strengthened with all power, have great endurance and

patience, and give lots of thanksgiving.

Quite a recipe for growth! No laziness there.

6. A sixth arrestor of spiritual growth is bitterness and unforgiveness.
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Resentment and anger will always stunt our spiritual growth.

Unresolved attitude problems will cause a root of bitterness to spring up and

defile our spiritual lives.

They will open us up for Satan to erect strongholds from which he can exercise

unhindered control in our lives.

If we have been slighted or hurt by others, we need to seek reconciliation. We

need to place our resentment and bitterness at the foot of the cross and go on

without it.

If we refuse to deal with these issues our spiritual lives will be shallow and

stunted.

7. A seventh distraction to spiritual growth is "busyness".

Today we are equipped with our cellular phones, pagers and our e-mail. We are

attracted by an endless score of programs and events too good to pass up. Many

of us are plagued by the opportunity to know too many people and have too many

experiences.

This thought is expressed in an e-mail that's been going around.

Quote,

Satan's Convention —Unknown Author

Satan called a worldwide convention. In his opening address to his

evil angels, he said, "We can't keep the Christians from going to

church. We can't keep them from reading their Bibles and knowing

5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


13
the truth. We can't even keep them from forming an intimate,

abiding relationship experience in Christ. If they gain that connection

with Jesus, our power over them is broken". "So let them go to their

churches; let them have their conservative lifestyles, but steal their

time, so they can't gain that relationship with Jesus Christ. This is

what I want you to do, angels. Distract them from gaining hold of

their Savior and maintaining that vital connection throughout their

day!" "How shall we do this?" shouted his angels. "Keep them busy in

the non essentials of life and invent innumerable schemes to occupy

their minds,"he answered."Tempt them to spend,spend,spend, and

borrow, borrow, borrow. Persuade the wives to go to work for long

hours and the husbands to work 6-7 days each week, 10-12 hours a

day, so they can afford their empty lifestyles".

"Keep them from spending time with their children. As their

family fragments, soon, their home will offer no escape from the

pressures of work! Over-stimulate their minds so that they cannot

hear that still, small voice. Entice them to play the radio or cassette

player whenever they drive. To keep the TV, VCR, CDs and their PCs

going constantly in their home and see to it that every store and

restaurant in the world plays non-biblical music constantly. This will

jam their minds and break that union with Christ."

"Fill the coffee tables with magazines and newspapers. Pound their

minds with the news 24 hours a day. Invade their driving moments

with billboards. Flood their mailboxes with junk mail, mail order

catalogs,sweepstakes, and every kind of newsletter and promotional

offering free products, services and false hopes. Keep skinny,

beautiful models on the magazines so the husbands will believe that

external beauty is what's important, and they'll become dissatisfied

with their wives. Ha! That will fragment those families quickly!"
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"Even in their recreation, let them be excessive. Have them

return from their recreation exhausted, disquieted and unprepared

for the coming week. Don't let them go out in nature to reflect on

God's wonders.Send them to amusement parks, sporting events,

concerts and movies instead. Keep them busy, busy, busy! And when

they meet for spiritual fellowship, involve them in gossip and small

talk so that they leave with troubled consciences and unsettled

emotions. It was quite a convention. The evil angels went eagerly to

their ssignments causing Christians everywhere to get more busy and

more rushed, going here and there.

I guess the question is: Has the devil been successful at his

scheme? You be the judge! Does "busy" mean:

B-eing

U-nder

S-atan's

Y-oke?

End of quotation

8. An eighth and final obstacle to our spiritual growth is a lack of integrity in

our lives.

None of us can grow spiritually if we aren't living our lives with integrity.

Integrity involves all areas of our life— financial, emotional, moral, and relational.

There are no areas of our lives that are not touched by integrity.

A couple of days ago at the mission I had a triumph of integrity in one of the

men's lives. He had some problems getting along with the other guys. For some

reason he hit it off with me. I was doing a room check and found a box of antique
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tools in his closet. Later when I asked him about them he said, "Oh, I brought

them with me. You should have seen all the stuff I couldn't bring. I said OK and

left. Several hours later he looked me up. We went into my office. He closed the

door and said, "Dan I can't do it. I lied to you about those tools. I found them in

the metal dumpster." I thanked him for telling me.

Then I said, "I'm not sure what to do now."

He said, "I understand. I'd really like to have them, but if you want them back,

that's OK." I told him since he had told me we would forget about it.

Not a big thing, but a large step in the spiritual life of that man. If we want to

grow spiritually we will need to practice integrity in all areas of our lives.

Genuine growth is intentional. It needs to be a high priority in one's

consciousness and planning.

Check the Scriptures— You will find that many of the great people God used

found a way to withdraw from the distractions of a busy life and find God in silence

and solitude.

In Exodus 33:11, Moses withdraws to the "tent of meeting". I love the

description of a highly-pressured man meeting with his God. Ex. 33:11 says, "Thus

the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend."6

Jesus the Son of God found it necessary to spend long stretches of time in

communion with his heavenly Father. How often we allow busyness to distract us

from communion with our heavenly Father.

We should never attempt to grow in order to impress others. A smug pride

which seeks to impress others with our spiritual muscles insults a Holy God.

Our overwhelming motivation for spiritual growth should be to bring honor

and glory to God our heavenly Father.

6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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The apostle Paul prays that the Phillipian's "...love may abound still more and more in real

knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and
blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus

Christ, to the glory and praise of God."7

May that be our prayer as we "give God our best" and stimulate our spiritual

growth by

1. Positive family messages

2. Choosing proper friends

3. Stetching our spiritual muscles

4. Learning from our mistakes

5. Striving for excellence

6. Banning bitterness

7. Setting proper priorities

8. Insuring a life of integrity

The following letter was written by a young communist to his

girlfriend, breaking off the relationship with her because of his

devotion to the communist cause.

Quote,

We communists have a high casualty rate. We are the ones who

get shot and hung and ridiculed and fired from our jobs and in every

other way made as uncomfortable as possible. A certain percentage

of us get killed or imprisoned. We live in virtual poverty. We turn

back to the party every penny we make above what is absolutely

necessary to keep us alive.

7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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We communists do not have the time or the money for many

movies or concerts or T-bone steaks or decent homes or new cars.

We've been described as fanatics. We are fanatics. Our lives are

dominated by one great, overshadowing factor: the struggle for world

communism. We have a philosophy of life which no amount of

money could buy. We have a cause to fight for, a definite purpose in

life. We subordinate our petty personal selves into a great movement

of humanity; and if our personal lives seem hard or our egos appear

to suffer through subordination to the party, then we are adequately

compensated by the thought that each of us, in his small way, is

contributing to something new and true and better for mankind.

There is one thing in which I am in dead earnest about, and that

is the communist cause. It is my life, my business, my religion, my

hobby, my sweetheart, my wife, my mistress, my bread and meat. I

work at it in the daytime and dream of it at night. Its hold on me

grows, not lessens, as time goes on; therefore, I cannot carry on a

friendship, a love affair, or even a conversation without relating it to

this force which both drives and guides my life. I evaluate people,

looks, ideas, and actions according to how they affect the communist

cause, and by their attitude toward it. I've already been in jail

because of my ideals, and if necessary, I'm ready to go before a firing

squad.

End of quotation

This young man was completely "sold out" to the communist cause. What a

challenge to us. We serve a greater Christ, a greater cause. Does our commitment

match his? God asks for our very best!
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