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Communication

Calvin Coolidge, man of few words

Wife sick, went to church alone...

Wife asked,

"How was church?" "Good"

"What did the minister speak about?" "Sin"

"What did he say about it?" "He's against it"

How long did Cain hate his brother?
As long as he was Abel.

Why does a stork stand on one foot?

If he lifted the other he would fall over.

Why didn't they play cards on the ark?
Because Noah sat on the deck.

Three expectant dads— Waiting room. Door opened, nurse congratulated—
"Twins"— "What a coincidence! I work for Minnesota Twins."— Little later— nurse
congratulated— "Triplets." "Incredible—I work for 3M Co!"

Other man fainted.
Trying to revive him— checked wallet— He worked for the 7up Co.

Once upon a time there was an Anglican clergyman who was lazy. He

had long given up the bother of preparing sermons. He had considerable
native intelligence and fluency of speech. In his congregation were
mostly simple people, so he got by pretty well with his unprepared
sermons. Yet, in order to live with his conscience, he took a vow that he

would always preach extemporaneously and put his trust in the Holy
Spirit.
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Everything was fine until one day, a few minutes before the morning

service, who should walk into church and sit down but the bishop. The

parson was embarrassed. He had bluffed his congregation for years, but
he was quite certain that he could not hoodwink the bishop. He went
over to welcome the unexpected visitor. In an endeavor to forestall
criticism, he told the bishop of his solemn vow to preach

extemporaneously.
The bishop mumbled that he understood, and the service began.

Halfway through the sermon, however, to the preacher's great
consternation, the bishop stood up and walked out. After the service,

the pastor found a scribbled note from the bishop on the vestry table, "I
absolve you from your vow."

—John R. W. Stott, Between Two Worlds

Sometimes it's easy for us to view our Christian lives this way.
Following God, being good husbands/fathers, demands our very best, but it's

easy for us to slack up, to give God and our families our leftovers—
All of us need to pace ourselves to rest/relax, but tonight I'd like to share with

you about a subject which has challenged me lately.
I've come to realize it's very close to God's heart.

I'm Dave's dad— Dan Lehigh. Married to Barbara— Almost 34 years. Two fine

sons.
Chaplain, Adams Rescue Mission.
Work with homeless men.

Tonight I'd like to put away the 3-point outline and just share man to man,
heart to heart.
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Give God the Keys..........................................Malachi Ch. 1

There is a fascinating scripture in the first chapter of Malachi.
Let me read vv. 1,2 and 6-10.

1 The oracle of the word of the LORD to Israel through Malachi.
2 “I have loved you,” says the LORD. But you say, “How have You loved us?”

6 “ ‘A son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where is My honor? And if I
am a master, where is My respect?’ says the LORD of hosts to you, O priests who despise My name. But you
say, ‘How have we despised Your name?’
7 “You are presenting defiled food upon My altar. But you say, ‘How have we defiled You?’ In that you
say, ‘The table of the LORD is to be despised.’
8 “But when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you present the lame and sick, is
it not evil? Why not offer it to your governor? Would he be pleased with you? Or would he receive you
kindly?” says the LORD of hosts.
9 “But now will you not entreat God’s favor, that He may be gracious to us? With such an offering on
your part, will He receive any of you kindly?” says the LORD of hosts.
10 “Oh that there were one among you who would shut the gates, that you might not uselessly kindle fire
on My altar! I am not pleased with you, says the LORD of hosts, “nor will I accept an offering from you... ” 1

Think with me about what God required of the Israelites when they brought a
sacrifice to Him.

God was very clear— No waffling or stuttering. In Exodus 12:5 when they were
given instructions regarding the Passover lamb, God said,

‘Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old..."2

In Lev. chapter 22 God is even more specific as he spells out exactly what kind
of animals could not be offered to Him as sacrificial offerings:

19 for you to be accepted—it must be a male without defect from the cattle, the sheep, or the goats.
20 ‘Whatever has a defect, you shall not offer, for it will not be accepted for you.
21 ‘When a man offers a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD to fulfill a special vow or for a

freewill offering, of the herd or of the flock, it must be perfect to be accepted; there shall be no defect in it.
22 ‘Those that are blind or fractured or maimed or having a running sore or eczema or scabs, you shall

not offer to the LORD, nor make of them an offering by fire on the altar to the LORD.3

God demanded their very best animal.

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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They would go to their flock and search for the very best— most expensive.
They would never think of giving anything but their best.

Today we call it several things:

Total surrender
Laying down our all on the altar

Lordship of Christ

or, I think one we all understand,
"Giving God the keys"

Today this means giving God the control of all our
stuff, will, the control of our life,
allowing God to call the shots in our lives.

When we think of this we might ask, "What is God's example?— What did He give
to us?"

Look around you—
Start with creation—

God created the heavens and the earth. It was an excellent creation.
Then God filled the earth with
Light,

Atmosphere,

Dry land,
Seas,

Vegetation,
Animals,

Birds,
Fish,

...and the pinnacle of His creation, "Man".
What grade would you give God?

A— B— C— D— ?
Good— Fair— Excellent?
God's creation was excellent.
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7 times in Gen. ch. 1 we are told, "And God saw it was good."
We see God giving His best all through history.

Think about the "Burning Bush".
"The deliverance from Egypt"
"The parting of the Red Sea"
"The destruction of Egypt's army"

"The founding of the nation of Israel"
"The founding of his prophets"
Look today at a sunset.
What grade do we give to God? Excellent!

The world of nature—
The complexity of the human body,
The mystery of the human mind.
God always gives his best.

And of course God's best was most fully realized in the giving of his best gift—
His Son, our Savior—

His birth was excellent—
prophesied in exact detail 100s of years before it occurred.

A perfect virgin conception.
A perfect life—
A perfect death—
(Crucifixion wasn't even invented when the prophets predicted it. Stoning was

the Jewish method of execution when Jesus lived— but before crucifixion was even
known, the prophets said he would be crucified.)

A perfect resurrection
A perfect ascension—

A perfect representation of us before God's throne today as we speak.
God has always given us His absolute total best.

That's what He asks from us.

Our best, total surrender of ourselves— All we are, have or can do to Him.
Now fast forward to Malachi chapter 1.
These people knew what God wanted. But they brought not their best, but the
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Sick,

Lame,

Blind.

Instead of going through the flock to find the absolute best for God, they
searched for the animal which could not be sold.

They dragged it to the altar,
heaved it up, heaved a sigh, "It's still alive!" They could not offer a dead animal!
God was not pleased!
God says, "I don't want a blemished offering."

Isaiah ch. 1:11-15:
God doesn't want our sacrifice if we are hiding/covering sin in our lives.

11“What are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?”
Says the LORD.
“I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams
And the fat of fed cattle;
And I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs or goats.

12“When you come to appear before Me,
Who requires of you this trampling of My courts?

13“Bring your worthless offerings no longer,
Incense is an abomination to Me.
New moon and sabbath, the calling of assemblies—
I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly.

14“I hate your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts,
They have become a burden to Me;
I am weary of bearing them.

15“So when you spread out your hands in prayer,
I will hide My eyes from you;
Yes, even though you multiply prayers,
I will not listen.
Your hands are covered with blood.4

In the NT, Jesus called for this kind of commitment.
In Mark 8:34 he told the multitude,
"If anyone wishes to come after me, let Him deny himself, and take up his cross

and follow me."

When Jesus said that in the first century it meant death by crucifixion.

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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What Christ is asking is a death to our own wills and a coming alive to the

control of God in our lives.

We say, "Oh no, I'm not going to give my life to God. He will send me to Africa.
He might take away my fun. He may take my riches/money."

Let's think about a simple but profound question:
Who is most likely to mess up our lives?

Us or God?
If we think about it, we know it is us!
There is a glorious paradox in this, for when we surrender to God, when we die

to our own wills, we come alive to true freedom and happiness.

My life: Not to brag, but to illustrate God's leading:
Always wanted to work for God.
For appo. 30 years very good job...
Downsized...

Mission— college/ordination.
Gave it to Him— He supplied.
Like to share a few stories from the mission to illustrate God's working if we

allow Him to lead.
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Man who looks like Santa Claus.
He had been in and out of hospitals for the past 3-4 months.

He has a bad heart— 2 girlfriends—
4 wives— 14 children— 9 girls— 5 boys.
They are aged 10-32.
2 sets triplets, 2 sets twins.

Wife #1 married 18 mo.
6 mo. after leaving her.

Wife #2 married 18 mo.
1 yr. after leaving her.

Wife #3 married 7 years.
2 years after leaving her.

Wife #4 married 18 mo.
Asked him if he had idea why he had so much trouble staying married.

"I worked too many hours— always had 2-3 jobs. I drank too much— I had a
bad problem with anger."

I said, "So you think it was mostly your fault?"
"Oh, it was partly my fault and partly their fault."

Then he told me some of the things the women did.

Lessons:

#1...Marrige is not a serial affair!
It is a lifelong, total, commitment.
We need to commit to doing whatever it takes to make it work.
Selfish/sinful behavior will not build a strong marriage relationship.

#2...We need to take responsibility for our actions. Admit it when we sin, ask
God to help us overcome our sins.

#3...Need to make time to be with our families.
#4...We need to be temperate in work, play, drink, eating, family time.
#5...We need to learn from past mistakes.
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