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Good evening. Think with you – short while – 3 very simple questions about

God.

1. Does God Know?
2. Does God See?
3. Does God Care?
Demonstrate the answer is yes / important to each of us

pray

The rebel scout slipped stealthily toward the Union army. He was

reconnoitering, trying to gain intelligence information about the Federal forces in
front of him. Every noise he made seemed as loud as a cannon shot. He was afraid
the bright moonlight would reveal his position to the Union troops standing picket
duty on the outer perimeter of the enemy camp.

The place was Sharpsburg, Maryland. The date was Sept., 1862. The bloody
battle of Sharpsburg or Anteitam was only hours away. In the morning broken
bodies and ruined equipment would litter the battlefield. Almost 23,000 young
Americans would be killed, wounded, or missing in action. It would be the bloodiest

single day of the great war. The South’s bold advance into the North would be
checkmated. But all that would happen in the morning. Tonight the bright moon
serenely lit a peaceful, tranquil, sleeping army.

Suddenly the scout tensed. Directly in front of him he saw an advancing Union

trooper.
He was guarding the perimeter of the Union camp and was silhouetted against

the sky. Breathlessly the rebel lifted his rifle to his shoulder. He peered down the
long barrel, fixed the bluecoat in his sights, and held his breath as he began to

squeeze the trigger.
Suddenly the Union soldier began to sing. As the sniper listened he heard the

words of a hymn.

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, Much we need thy tender care;
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, For our use Thy folds prepare:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought us, Thine we are;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.
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We are Thine; do Thou befriend us, Be the Guardian of our way;
Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us, Seek us when we go astray:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Hear thy children when they pray;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Hear thy children when they pray.

Thou hast promised to receive us, Poor and sinful tho we be;
Thou hast mercy to relieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Early let us turn to thee;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Early let us turn to thee.

Early let us seek Thy favor; Early let us do Thy will;
Blessed Lord and only Savior; With Thy love our bosoms fill:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still.

As the scout listened he was transfixed. His finger relaxed on the trigger. The
rifle slipped to the ground. He thought with rising conviction of his saintly old

mother who used to sing that hymn to him. When the hymn ended he slipped
quietly back to the Confederate army.

Years later, those two men met by chance. The man who wore the blue
uniform was Ira Sanky the famous singer and song writer who worked with D.L.

Moody. In his later years Sanky was a passenger on a river cruise boat. The other
passengers asked him to sing for them. He sang the song –

“Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us”
When he was finished a rough-looking man came forward and asked Sanky if he

had been at Sharpsburg. He told him how he had almost killed him. And together
they realized that many years before God knew Sanky was there, God saw the
danger he was in and God cared enough to protect him from harm.

Look with me now at our 1st question…
1. Does God Know?

It’s a silly question! God is all powerful. He made everything.
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Colossians chapter 1 says that God, in the person of “Jesus Christ” created

everything.

If you make something you know all about it. Manufacturers of sophisticated
electronic equipment often use people who make the equipment as service people.

They made it – they know it!
And in the pages of Scripture we see an all-knowing God who rules the universe.

There is nothing he doesn’t know.
Theologians call this “Omniscience” (all-knowing). The Bible says he knows how

many hairs are on each of our heads. He knows each one of the billions of stars by
name.

There are many examples of God’s knowledge in the Bible. A very striking
one is recorded in John ch. 1. A fellow named Phillip said to his friend
Nathaniel, “We have found the Messiah. He is “Jesus Christ.” Nathaniel said,
“Ha! How can anything good come from a place like Nazareth?”

The Jews of Jesus’ day had a problem. They thought they knew all the right
answers. They were so sure they were right but they were dead wrong.

We need to be careful that the same thing doesn’t happen to us today.
They thought Messiah had to come from a rich, powerful family and from a

famous place.
Not Nazareth! It was neither famous or wealthy. In fact it had a rather

unsavory reputation. So the Jews wrote it off. The figured they had a
monopoly on what God was going to do and they weren’t open to seeing any

way but their way.
As Nathaniel and Phillip talked, they approached Jesus. He looked up and

said to Nathaniel, who he had never seen before, “Look – Here is a good
Israelite!”

Nathaniel was startled and said, “Excuse me sir! But how do you know me?”
Then Jesus said something which proved he was God who had all knowledge.

He said to Nathaniel, “Before Phillip talked to you – While you were sitting
under that fig tree I saw you.” (Nathaniel had been sitting under a fig tree, but

he knew Jesus had not seen Him.)
Wow! That knocked him over!
He knew that only God could see things without being there!
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And today our God has perfect knowledge about each of our thoughts,

intentions, and actions. We may hide our deeds from others, but we can never

hide from an all-knowing God. God knows everything. But even an all-knowing
God doesn’t know us as Savior until we turn to him in faith.

If we don’t accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior we will one day hear those
sad words, “Depart from me into everlasing punishment. I never knew you.

Those awful words will seal our doom. How important it is that we acknowledge
this all-knowing God as Lord & Savior.

And to those of us who already know the Savior, how comforting to know
that

No matter how rough the road,
No matter how heavy the load.,
No matter how little we receive the praise of men,
Our God knows all about it. We can never go to a place where his knowledge

doesn’t reach us. The Hebrew writer tells us that our blessed high priest was a
man like we are. He tasted everything that can ever come our way. Except sin.

Heb. 4:15-16 reads
“For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feelings of

our infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let
us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.”

Nothing can ever happen to us that is outside the scope of his knowledge.

He has experienced manhood so he can identify with us and comfort us.
Some of us have gone through times of deep sorrow. Some of us have faced

doubt, defeat, and heartache. Some of us may be going through these now.
How comforting to know we serve a sovereign God who knows all about each

detail of our lives.

Think with me now about our 2nd question
2. Does God see?

Sometimes we get the idea that because God doesn’t instantly punish us he
doesn’t see or care about our sin.
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People like Achan and Ananias & Saphira were punished quickly for their

sins. Sometimes we arrogantly assume that God’s longsuffering and patience

mean that he isn’t really interested. Nothing could be farther from the truth.
The Bible not only tells us that God has all knowledge but that he can see

everything. Theologians call that (Omnipresence – It means God is everywhere.)
IIChronicles 16:9 contains a remarkable statement:

“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth to shew
himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.”

This scripture says God’s eyes are constantly going over the earth looking at
his people.

Prov. 15:3….“The eyes of the LORD are in every place keeping watch upon
the evil and the good.”

Prov. 5:21….“For the ways of a man are before the eyes of the LORD and he
pondereth all his goings.”

The OT story of David & Bathsheba demonstrates this to us. David thought
he could hide his sin from God and his people –

He was relaxing at home, taking it easy instead of fighting with his army
where he should have been.

As he sat on his palace roof one evening he saw a beautiful woman on a
neighboring rooftop. He sent for her and before the evening was over they had
committed the terrible sin of adultery.

David sent her home and tried to put the incident in the back of his mind.

Several weeks later he got a simple note that caused his world to spin. It
read

Dear David,
I’m pregnant!

signed,
Bathsheba

David was the King of Israel. It would not do for this to get out. He tried to
cover his tracks with several clever schemes – and finally had Bathsheba’s

husband murdered so he could marry her.
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David thought he had covered his sin from God and his people. But God

sent his old prophet Nathan to tell David a story about a rich man who had lots

of sheep.
Living beside him was a poor family who had only one little lamb which was

the family pet!
When Mr. Big got company for dinner he sent out and had the poor

familiy’s pet lamb slaughtered to put on the dinner table.
David was furious / “Nathan, that man will die!” he fumed
And then in one of the most dramatic moments in Scripture Nathan pointed

a bony finger at David and said, “You are the man!”

God knew! God saw!
Don’t ever try to hide from God. He sees our every action.

Psm. 139:1-10….

1 O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me.
2 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my

thought afar off.
3 Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my

ways.
4 For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it

altogether.
5 Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.
7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?
8 If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou

art there.
9 If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;
10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.

1 John 3:20….“God knoweth all things.”
At the judgement day if our sins are not covered by Jesus’ blood we will call

for rocks and mountains to fall on us to hide us from an all-knowing / all-seeing
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God. While there is still time, if you have never accepted Jesus’ offer of
Salvation, do it while you can.

And to those of us who follow the Savior, we need to remember that the
Eternal God’s eyes are upon us at all times. We must never foolishly assume
that we can hide our sins from God.

Sins like unforgiving spirits, pride, holding grudges, and harboring ill feeling

toward our brother or sister seem to us to be easy to hide. We can be nice to
them while holding unkind feelings in our hearts, but we are only fooling
ourselves. God sees our very thoughts.

And others can tell if we have bitterness and unforgiveness or feelings of

superiority in our hearts. These sins will affect our spiritual lives in a negative
way. They will also affect the unity of the church.

Paul says we must take heed not to bite and devour one another lest we be
consumed one of another.” Our witness and the church’s growth and

effectiveness will be affected.
If you are nursing feelings of ill-will or an unforgiving, grudging, spirit

toward a brother or sister, for your sake and for God’s sake, go to them and
make it right. Remember God sees our every action. We can’t hide our sin

from him.

III. Think quickly with me about our final question, Does God care?

The gospel accounts are full of Jesus showing compassion to those he came
in contact with.

Mark 6:32 says
“And Jesus when he came out saw much people and was moved with

compassion towards them because they were as sheep not having a shepherd.”
To the Hebrews there was no way to describe a more pathetic situation than

to say It was like a “sheep without a shepherd” The relationship between sheep
and shepherd is hard for our Western minds to grasp. The bond between sheep

and shepherd was deep, intimate, and trusting.
The sheep literally could not live without the shepherd’s care and

protection.
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Jesus saw the multitudes who did not know him as Savior and his heart

yearned with compassion toward them.

Luke chapter 7 records a sad account of a poor widow who had lost her only
son. This was a double tragedy in the first century. There were no welfare
systems. Not only had she lost her beloved husband and son, now she had no
way to earn a living. A widow was dependant on family and relatives for

support. Many women were forced into a life of prostitution.
As Jesus approached the funeral procession, his heart melted and v. 13 says,

“he had compassion on her” He raised the young man to life and presented
him to his mother.

Today God has many ways of showing us his care – some are very
mysterious

The account is told of a doctor who was called of bed on a very stormy,

snowy night by a little girl in a red coat. She said her mother was very sick and
needed a doctor. He pulled on his coat and boots and followed the girl to their
home. After he had ministered to the mother he said, “You must be very proud
of your daughter to bring you help on a night like this.” A strange look came

over the woman’s face. “I don’t have a daughter,” she said. “My daughter died
3 years ago. There in the closet is her red coat.” The doctor looked and it was
the same red coat the little girl had been wearing.

Did God send an angel? We don’t know but he surely cared.

CBN (Christian Broadcasting Network) in Lebanon.

On the first day they were going to broadcast the generators broke down
and they couldn’t broadcast. They had planned a big celebration but with the
generators down the celebration turned into failure. Until someone knocked on
the door asking for directions and came in for a drink of water and saw that

everybody was upset. He said what in the world is wrong here? They told him
and he said, “You know what I do? I fix generators for the Israeli army. If you
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get me some tools I’ll fix your generator.” They did; he did. And soon they
were on the air.

Several weeks later an Israeli officer stopped and they fed him lunch. He
said, “Thanks a lot for the meal.” They said, “It’s the least we can do since one
of your men fixed our generators.” He said, “What are you talking about? This
is the first time we’ve been through here. No Israeli soldier has been within

100 miles of this place before today.” Did God send and angel? He showed his
care and concern and compassion.

God’s Mysterious Ways

Ken Gobb is a minister and evangelist in the state of Washington. He was
driving in Indiana on vacation with his family on I75. He exited on route 741
to Dayton Ohio. His family said they were hungry and wanted to stop at a fast

food place. As most of you know when you ignore those kinds of requests they
get worse instead of better. He pulled into a fast food restaurant and said,
“You guys go ahead I’m not hungry.” After they had gone he saw a Dairy
Queen up the street and decided to go down for an ice cream cone.

As he was walking back he went by a phone booth and the phone was
ringing.

Ever had that happen? I did!
Don’t know what to do. He knew he was about 1200 miles from home. No

one knew him but he didn’t have anything else to do so he went into the booth,
picked up the phone and said, “Hello?”

He was startled to hear the operator say, “I have a person-to-person call for
a Mr. Ken Gobb.”

He said, “You’ve got to be kidding! This is candid camera.” Began to
straighten up his suit, brush off the dust so he looked good.

The operator got a bit upset and said, “Sir, I have a person-to-person call for
Mr. Ken Gobb.” He said, “You’re kidding. That couldn’t be.”

The voice on the other end of the line said, “Operator, that’s him! I
recognize his voice.” And then she said to Ken, “My name is Milly.” (And she
was sobbing)
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She said, “I was going to commit suicide and I prayed and your name came

to my mind. I prayed again and some #’s came to mind. And I dialed them and

I’m so glad to have reached you in your office.”
Ken said, “Milly, you didn’t reach me in my office. My office is in Yakima,

Washington and you are talking to me in a phone booth in Dayton Ohio!” He
ministered to her and the suicide was averted.

The God who rules over us is a God who sees, knows, and cares very deeply
about us. He knows your name, he knows your past, He knows your mistakes.

He sees you here at the( ). He longs to restore broken

relationships. If you have never received him as Savior he longs to come into
your life to save your soul and help you live for him. If you need to confess and
renew your devotion to him he will help you to do that.

Ira Sanky didn’t know God spared his life on that moonlit evening in 1862.

We have no idea why God may have brought us to today in our lives. We do
know that as long as He gives us life and breath we should go on serving Him.
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