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Luke 18:15-43……………………………………………………opening vv 15-24

The English statesman Lord Chesterfield said, "Learning is only to be acquired by reading
men and studying all the various editions of the m".

He was referring to worldly knowledge but what he said also applies to spiritual
knowledge. Much can be learned by reading people's lives whether in daily life, history,
biography or even fiction.

Our Lord knew this and in Luke chapter 18 he shares several editions of mankind with us.

Jesus highlights for us in this chapter:

A judge
A widow
A Pharisee
A tax collector
Little children
A rich ruler
A blind beggar

In today's message we will look at the children, the ruler and the beggar.

Barkley says it was the custom of Jewish mothers to bring children to some distinguished
rabbi on their first birthday so that he might bless them.

We are told that whe n the disciples saw the children come they rebuked them. We don't
need to think badly of the disciples. They were acting with misguided kindness toward
Jesus. He was on the way to Jerusalem to die on a Roman cross. The disciples felt the
tensions. They knew the burden of ministry. They were trying to shield Jesus from them.

It was much as we would say to a child, "Your daddy is tired and anxious tonight; don't
bother him."

But Jesus had time for the children. Even when He was going to die.
Jesus said that the kingdom of heaven is composed of childlike people.
Jesus knew four things about children.
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1. Children have a sense of wonder.

The little child enraptured by the beauty of a snowflake or a dewdrop, a moonbeam or a
sunbeam, a beautiful flower.

All of those things are beautiful to an adult, but the child is captivated by a sense of
wonder and admiration by the beauty.

It is so easy for the adult to lose that sense of wonder.
To take God's beauty for granted…to lose the wonder and the beauty of a thing, to lose

the wonder of our salvation.
How we need to be like little children and see things with a sense of wonder.
How easy it is for us to take our many blessings for granted. How we need to see with the

eyes of a child.
How we need to recapture that se nse of wonder.

2. Children trust.

Children never worry about where the next meal is coming from. They know it will be
provided for them.

Whe n they go to school they know they will come home to a loved house.
They don't worry about where their clothes will come from, how they will pay for the m.
They never doubt the ticket will be paid for when they go away.
Their parents will know the way. They don't worry about directions.
The child's trust in their parent is absolute. Ours should be absolute in our heavenly

father. He has promised to supply our every need. Do we trust Him?

3. The child is naturally obedient.

Yes, he often disobeys, sometimes grumbles at his parent's bidding. But his instinct is to
obey. He knows he should obey. He is not happy when he disobeys.

He knows deep down that his parents' word is law.
His security comes from knowing his parent sets bounds for his be havior.
We know we should obey.
That obedience brings joy; disobedie nce brings guilt and unhappiness.
Yet so often we disobey.
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We allow Satan to trick us into believing the lie that confession and repentance will bring
shame and e mbarrassme nt when all along He is waiting to forgive.

We are held captive by sin when by obedience we could be set free.

4. The child has an amazing capacity to forgive.

Every parent makes mistakes with their children. Many times we demand from them a
standard that is higher than ours. Sometimes we discipline the m for things we do ourselves.

But the child forgives and forgets.
How much better the world and the church would be if we could forgive like the child.

If we could avoid holding grudges, thinking we are better than others, holding on to hurts
and nursing slights to our bosoms when we could be set free by forgiving. We should imitate
the child and be quick to forgive, slow to take offense and not allow grudges to form.

Max Lucado writes:

Whe n betrayal comes, what do you do? Get out? Get angry? Get even? You have to
deal with it some way. Let’s see how Jesus dealt with it.

Begin by noticing how Jesus saw Judas. “Jesus answered, ‘Friend, do what you came
to do.’ ”…

Of all the names I would have chose n for Judas it would not have been “friend.”
What Judas did to Jesus was grossly unfair. There is no indication that Jesus ever
mistreated Judas. There is no clue that Judas was ever left out or neglected. When,
during the Last Supper, Jesus told the disciples that his betrayer sat at the table, they
didn’t turn to one another and whisper, “It’s Judas. Jesus told us he would do this.”

They didn’t whisper it because Jesus never said it. He had known it. He had known
what Judas would do, but he treated the betrayer as if he were faithful.

It’s even more unfair when you consider the betrayal was Judas’s idea. The
religious leaders didn’t seek him, Judas sought them. “What will you pay me for
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giving Jesus to you?” he asked…The betrayal would have been more palatable had
Judas been propositioned by the leaders, but he wasn’t. He propositioned the m.

And Judas’s method … again, why did it have to be a kiss?…

And why did he have to call him “Teacher”?…That’s a title of respect. The
incongruity of his words, deeds, and actions—I wouldn’t have called Judas “friend.”

But that is e xactly what Jesus called him. Why? Jesus could see something we
can’t...

Jesus knew Judas had been seduced by a powerful foe. He was aware of the wiles of
Satan’s whispers (he had just heard them himself). He knew how hard it was for Judas
to do what was right.

He didn’t justify what Judas did. He didn’t minimize the deed. Nor did he release
Judas from his choice. But he did look eye to eye with his betrayer and try to
understand.

As long as you hate your enemy, a jail door is closed and a prisoner is take n. But
when you try to understand and release your foe from your hatred, then the prisoner
is released and that prisoner is you.

"End of quotation"

To keep alive the sense of wonder
To live in unquestioning trust
To instinctively obey
To forgive and forget

Jesus said these childlike qualities are the passport to the kingdom of God.
Do they live in your and my lives?
Are they part of our ordinary day-to-day living?
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Matthew and Mark record the story of the rich young man. Only Luke calls him a ruler.
Probably too young to be a member of Sanhedrin. Probably a me mber of upper

class/aristocracy.

Good Master1 - moral goodness, nobility of character…a respectful greeting.

what shall I do2 - not satisfied with life, moral attainments not reached the life spoken
of in the Law…Lev. 18:5: So you shall keep My statutes and My judgments, by

which a man may live if he does them; I am the LORD.3

what shall I do4 is the universal question of all mankind. We are all restless and
undone until we rest in Him.

In today's world there are three types of believers. All mankind can be put into one of
these three classes. Each of us f its into one of these classes.

1st…There is the true believer.

This is the man or woman who has asked and answered the question, "What shall I do?"
He or she has accepted Christ as savior and Lord of their life. All his or her steps are

ordered by the words of the Lord—He is Savior and He is Lord in their lives. They are true
believers. God's Spirit speaks to their spirit and confirms that they are sons and daughters of
God.

At least daily or more often they commune and fellowship with God who is their father
and Christ who is their brother.

They are in sweet relationship with their Christian brothers and sisters.
They humbly serve one another. They are true believers.

2nd...There is the un believer. This is the man or woman who is still asking the question,
"what shall I do?"…still standing outside the kingdom of God.

1The King James Version, 1769.
2The King James Version, 1769.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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The un believer has not accepted Jesus as savior. He or she is an un believer bound for an
eternal fiery hell.

Someone has said the unbeliever is "lost and undone without God or His son".

• He or she may be an unbeliever because he/she has defiantly shook his or her fist in
God's face and said, "God, I don't want you or the salvation that you have provided
through Jesus Christ's death on the cross.

This unbeliever will go on through life defying God's offer of salvation.
Unless he or she accepts Christ's offer of salvation before death comes there is no hope for

their soul. They will populate the region of the damned throughout all eternity.
There is something in us that disconnects whe n we think of eternity.
We are bound by space and time.
All our lives are ruled by the tyranny of time. Everything about our existence eventually

has its end. There is always an end.
In eternity there is never an end.
Think of it! Exquisite unending torture! Pain with no e nd or lesse ning.
Here the application of excessive pain brings the blessed relief of unconsciousness.
In eternity the pain will be just as vivid 100, 1,000 or 1,000,000 years from whe n it begins.
If you are here lost in sin without Christ's salvation, for God's sake accept that salvation

before you enter eternity.
A person may go to hell because he/she defiantly rejects God and salvation through Jesus

Christ.

• But a person may be on the way to hell not because he/she simply neglects to make
provision for eternity.

God's Word is clear about mankind's condition.
Rom 3:10 - There is none righteous, no, not one5

Rom 3:23 - For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God6 (KJ)
All of us have sinned—mankind instinctively knows that. I have never talked to a person

about their soul who didn't know that, in some way, however slightly, they had done some
sin in their life.

5The King James Version, 1769.
6The King James Version, 1769.
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Rom 5:12 says, Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and

death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned7(KJ)
And Romans 6:23 says, For the wages of sin is death8 (KJ)
So we learn that we are all sinners. And that because we have sinned God says we must

die.
Brothers, sisters, friends, that's truly bad news—but the good news of the gospel is that

God sent His son who never sinned to die in our place. In dying He fully paid for the sins of
every man, woman, boy or girl who ever lived.

Romans 5:8 (NAS) says, But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.9
Now Jesus' death fully paid for every person's salvation, but there is something each of us

must do.
This goes back to the person who goes through life not being defiant but neglecting to

accept Christ's offer, Christ's gift of salvation.
You see, a gift is only effective if it is accepted. If a gift is offered and refused it remains

with the giver. The person it is offered to receives no benefit because the gift is refused.
Christ offers the precious gift of salvation/eternal life to everyone. That gift of salvation is
only effective in the life of the person who reaches out by faith and accepts it.

Rom 10:9 (NAS) says that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and

believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved10

We accept Jesus' offer of salvation by confessing with our mouth our belief in His son
Jesus, admitting we have sinned, accepting Christ's offer of salvation and asking Him to come
into our lives.

We have talked about two of the three believers—the true believer and the un-believer.

This brings us to the third believer.

3. This is the make believer.

7The King James Version, 1769.
8The King James Version, 1769.
9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
10The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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You see, it is possible to go through the motions of:

• joining the church
• doing all kinds of good works
• even going through the motions of accepting Jesus Christ as savior with the mouth and

not with the heart

…and still be an un-believer.
The make believer is like the bad seed that the enemy sowed in the farmer's field. The

true wheat came up in the field but alongside the true wheat was the false wheat.
This is a picture of the true believer and the make-believer in our age. It shows us that the

true believers and the make believers exist side-by-side in the world and in the church.

Jesus says in the parable that the true wheat and the make-believe wheat should grow
together until harvest and then be separated. The make believe wheat will be destroyed and
the true wheat will be gathered into the barn.

That will happen to the make believer if he or she waits till death. It is not necessary for
the make believer to come to the end and find he or she is not saved.

It is possible for the make believer to fall on their knees, confess their sins and receive
salvation and eternal life.

So what are some signs of a true believer and a make believer?

1st is attitude.

The true believer will have an attitude of humility, knowing he/she is a sinner saved by
grace, a servant of God and fellow man. And he/she is forever grateful to God for the
salvation given through Jesus Christ.

The make believer will not be humble. He/she may be very critical of others. There will
probably be very little love and concern shown for others.

He/she may feel above serving others and may be a taker and not a giver in God's
kingdom.
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The heart attitude of a true believer will seek fellowship/communion with Christ. He/she
will long for times of meditation and adoration with Christ. The make believer will not
crave these times of refreshment with God.

He/she may not open the Bible between Sunday church services.

Each of us should pray the prayer of the psalmist:

Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
24And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting. 11

If God reveals any sinful ways to us we need to pray also with the psalmist, Wash me

throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 3For I
acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.12

We need to ask God to forgive us and if we are make believers to change us to true
believers through confession and forgiveness.

vv 24-25 have occasioned all kind of questions as to what Jesus was saying. The King
James says, "How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of

God! 25For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye, than for a
rich man to enter into the kingdom of God."13 The word hardly14 does not mean
"scarcely" as in modern English, but "with dificulty". The question is what did Jesus mean by
saying it is easier for a camel to go through a needle's eye?

There are several possibilities:
The Greek word for camel and cable are identical except for an "e" in camel and an "i" in

cable. Some comme ntators think Jesus is saying it is easier to thread a ship's cable through a
needle's eye than for a rich man to e nter the kingdom. Perhaps a scribe copied the wrong
word in an ancie nt manuscript.

There was a small gate in the city wall which may have been called "The Needle's Eye
Gate". Possibly Jesus was referring to that. Jesus was using a current expression which

11The King James Version, 1769.
12The King James Version, 1769.
13The King James Version, 1769.
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everyone in His day would recognize to illustrate how difficult it is for a wealthy man to
accept discipleship with Him and enter the kingdom of God.

In this day of afflue nce we must remember how corrosive wealth and things can be to the
spiritual life. We must guard against allowing stuff to distract us from living our lives for
God. We need to remind ourselves that we are strangers and pilgrims traveling through a
foreign land on the way to our heavenly home. Jesus says don't let things and stuff distract
you from the focus of the journey to your heavenly home.

That is a lot easier to understand when one is closer to 70 years old than 20 years old.

In vv 31-34 Jesus again warns the disciples of His coming suffering and death.
He lists the mistreatment: He will be mocked, mistreated and spit upon. He will be

scourged. The scourge was a diabolic weapon which could quickly strip the flesh from a
victim. Many men went mad under the scourge. Many died. The n Jesus says they will kill
Him and the third day He will rise again. The death and suffering of our savior were
incredible. The resurrection of Jesus is the cornerstone of our faith.

Today the truth of the resurrection of Jesus Christ is under satanic attack. Many church
leaders are telling us it may not have happened.

Lee Strobel and Josh McDowell would tell us not to doubt the truth of the resurrection.
Both of these men were unbelievers who doubted the truth of the resurrection.

Both of them spent thousands of hours researching the truth of Christianity. Both
independently were driven to their knees as they realized the truth of the claims of
Christianity and became Christians.

Lee Strobel has written several books defending Christianity and the resurrection.
Josh McDowell has writte n many books defending the faith and the resurrection. This

man, who was an agnostic, spends his time lecturing about the claims of Christ on college
and university campuses.

Paul tells us in 1Cor 15 without the resurrection of Jesus Christ our faith would be in vain.

vv 35-43 record the account of blind Bartimaeus and his companion. The account is
recorded by Matthew, Mark and Luke. Each of the m give slightly different details.

14The King James Version, 1769.
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Matt. and Mark say they were going out of Jericho. Luke says it was as they came into
Jericho. Apparently this reflects the fact that there were two Jerichos in the first century.
Old Jericho was the old city which Joshua had destroyed. New Jericho was built by Herod
the Great about a mile away. So the men could have met Jesus between the two. So Jesus
would have been leaving one and coming into the other.

Note the sheer, desperate persistence of the blind man. He was determined no matter
who or what opposed him to meet Jesus.

Are we this persiste nt in doing Jesus' work? The word for shout used in v39 denotes the
instinctive shout of ungovernable emotion, a scream, an almost animal cry. It shows the
utter desperation of the man.

We learn something about Bartimaeus here. He was determined to come face-to-face
with Jesus. Nothing could stop him. He refused to be sile nced.

We learn something here about Jesus. He was teaching like any rabbi, but at the blind
man's cry he stopped. It was always more important to Jesus to act than to talk. Here was a
human soul in need. Words must give place to deeds. Jesus loved mankind so much that He
acted to help the m. Bartimaeus found the help he sought because Jesus had compassion on
him.

What an example for you and I. Does God's love for others impel us to serve and help
them?

Jesus tells us in Matt. 25 that what we do for the lost, the least and the smelly we are doing
for Him.

May God increase our love for and service to those around us.

Warren Wiersbe closes his comments on this chapter with these words:

The "human editions" we have read in this chapter encourage us to put our faith in
Jesus Christ, no matter what others may say or do…The parents brought their little
ones to Jesus in spite of the selfish attitude of the apostles, and the blind men came to
Jesus even though the crowd told them to keep quiet and stay put. Jesus always
responds to faith and rewards those who believe.

But the rich young ruler stands as a warning to all who depend on character to save
them from sin. This young man shows us how close a person may come to salvation
and yet turn away in unbelief. John Bunyan closed his Pilgrims Progress with the
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warning, "Then I saw that there was a way to hell, even from the gates of heave n, as
well as from the city of destruction." Heed that warning today!

Invitation

Mummerts 2009
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