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Luke 4:14-30 Nazareth

The outline of a mountain in New Hampshire resemble[d]…the

features of a man's face. The likeness gave the…impression that
the man was kindly and helpful, yet strong and determined. It

carried the assurance of virtue and integrity. The local people

kept watching the tourists who came to see the extraordinary
sight in hopes that one of them would answer the description of

the man in the mountain. An extensive search was made to find

such a man and to satisfy the feeling that the stone likeness
would be identified with a living person. After years had passed

and a young local boy, Ernest, had grown old watching for the
right individual to come along,…a famous poet came to visit. As

he talked to Ernest and studied the features of the mountain

cleft, the poet suddenly threw his arms aloft and
shouted…"'Ernest is himself the likeness of the Great Stone Face!'

Then all the people looked and saw that what the…poet said was
true." It became apparent that the personification of the great

stone face had been in their midst all along, and they had not

recognized him.

In today's text we see something very similar when Jesus returned to
Nazareth, identified Himself as Messiah and was rejected by His people.

In Luke chapter 4, vv 1-13 Dr. Luke records the temptation of Jesus by the

devil in the wilderness. For 40 days He did not eat while constantly
withstanding the temptations presented by Satan.

After the time of testing in the wilderness Christ returned to Galilee. v 14

says news about Him spread through all the surrounding district.
v 15 says He taught in their synagogues and was praised by all.

Then in v 16 He came to Nazareth and entered the synagogue.
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Apparently Dr. Luke is more concerned about logical rather than
chronological arrangement of his story. It makes a good narrative to place

the beginning of Jesus' ministry at his hometown of Nazareth.
In fact, if we check Matthew and Mark's accounts we find that this visit to

Nazareth occurred sometime later in the ministry of our Lord.

Luke admits as much when in vv 14-15 he records that Jesus' fame went
throughout the whole district and He taught in their synagogues.

Luke's statement in v 23 "whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum,

do also here in thy country."1 implies a ministry of Jesus before the visit to

Nazareth and helps to set the stage for that visit. Checking Matthew and

Mark reveal that v 13 and 14 actually cover a year of ministry in Galilee.
All of this seems to point out that Luke begins his narrative of Jesus'

ministry at Nazareth because it seemed to him to be the logical place to

begin—
Jesus of Nazareth, preaching in Nazareth and proclaiming Himself to be the

fulfillment of Isaiah's prediction of the preaching of the gospel.
Luke devotes considerably more space to the account than Matthew or

Mark. Luke devotes 16 verses to the story while Matthew uses five and Mark

six.
Matthew and Mark imply that the reason for Jesus' return to Galilee was

the news of John's imprisonment.

v 14 – Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee2.

Luke stresses much the power of the Spirit in Jesus' life.
Chapter 4, v 1 says Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit.

In chapter 3 vv 21-22 the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in bodily form
like a dove.

The word power3 is the word Doo'-nam-is, the word we get "dynamite"

from. It means miraculous power, ability, abundance, might, strength—It
speaks of raw power.

1The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
2The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
3The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Jesus had that power as he did the Father's work.
We are tempted to say, "Well, Jesus was God…naturally He had God's

power.
But the NT makes it clear that we as believers in Christ can tap into the

power of the Spirit.

Paul says in Colossians 1:29, "For this purpose also I labor, striving

according to His power, which mightily works within me."4
In Ephesians 3 v 7…"…of which I was made a minister, according to the

gift of God’s grace which was given to me according to the working of His
"power"."5

In Ephesians 1 v 19, "…and what is the surpassing greatness of His power

toward us who believe."6
And in Philippians 4:13 in a promise to every Christian, "I can do all things

through Him who strengthens me."7
The word strengthens8 means to empower—enable—increase in strength—

to make strong.

God's power is promised to us. We can have it. But in order for us to
function in that power we must get out of God's way, listen for His Spirit's

instructions and allow His power to work through us. If we allow Him to

work through us—we can move in His power—the minute we attempt to
push ahead of God or act in our own strength we begin to lose the power of

God's Spirit.
I haven't got it perfect yet; so often I'm pigheaded and try my own way,

but at the truck stops ministry happens when I listen and obey when God the

Holy Spirit speaks to me.

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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The amazing thing is that God never needs our help—but He chooses to
use us in His service when we yield to him and do as he instructs.

Jesus came to Nazareth in Galilee in the power of the Spirit.
How you and I need to rely on the power of the Spirit as we do His work

today.

We should say something about Nazareth and Galilee before we talk about

the visit. Galilee was an area in North Palestine approximately 50 miles
north to south by approximately 25 miles east to west. The name comes

from the Hebrew galil which means a circle. It was also named for a circle

because it was encircled by non-Jewish nations.
It was a place of new ideas and innovation—the most forward-looking and

least conservative part of Palestine. It was heavily populated. The Jewish

historian Josephus who was at one time governor of the area says it had:

• 204 villages or towns, all with at least 15,000 people. This would mean
Josephus lists some 3,000,000 people living in Galilee!

The land was exceedingly fertile. The wonderful climate and superb water
supply made it the garden of Palestine.

There was a proverb that said, "It is easier to raise a legion of olive trees in
Galilee than to bring up one child in Judea"

At least 19 different trees or vines are listed as growing there.

Josephus says of the Galileans,

The Galileans were fond of innovations and were by nature

disposed to changes and seditions.

They were eager to follow a leader in rebellion, quick in temper
and given to quarrelling. The Galileans have never been destitute

of courage
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Nazareth was Jesus' hometown. It was a town or city in Jesus time having
approximately 20,000 inhabitants.

It stood in the hills on the lower slopes of Galilee near the plain of Jezreel.
Cimbing the hilltop above town revealed an amazing panorama for miles

around.

The history of Israel literally stretched out below the town.
The plain of Esdraelon was where Deborah, Barak and Gideon had fought.

Saul and Josiah were two kings who were killed there.
The place of Naboth's vineyard and the place where Jehu slaughtered

Jezebel. Off to the west the blue waters of the Mediterranean could be seen.

Shunem, where Elisha had lived and Carmel where Elijah had fought his epic
battle with the prophets of Baal were visible from the hill above town.

Three great roads passed by Nazareth.

The road to the south carried pilgrims from Galilee to Jerusalem.
The Great Way of the Sea carried commerce and traders from Egypt to

Damascus.
The Great Road to the east carried caravans from Arabia and Roman

legions marching out to the eastern frontiers of the empire. Jesus was

brought up in a town in sight of history and with the traffic of the world
almost at its doors.

The word synagogue means "a gathering of people" or a "congregation". It
was a place where the Jews gathered to study the Scriptures and worship

God.

With the destruction of Jerusalem's temple in 586 BC the Jews no longer
had a place to worship.

They were taken to Babylon far from their homeland.
The synagogue can be traced back to this Babylonian captivity when Jews

encouraged and led by Ezekiel met for study and worship.

The synagogue was an important factor in keeping the displaced Jews from
lapsing into heathenism. After the return from exile synagogues became

more numerous.

At the time of Christ the synagogue was the center of religious life in
Palestine.
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It is said that at the time of the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD there
were 450 synagogues in Jerusalem alone!

The Law stated that wherever there were ten families there must be a
synagogue. So every town and village had at least one synagogue.

The temple was designed for sacrifice, the synagogue for worship.

Jarius, who we read about in Mark 5, was a synagogue official. These men

had charge of the physical building. They were responsible for repairs and
maintenance. They also had custody of the sacred scrolls which were the

Scriptures.

They assigned readers and speakers. They could also be teachers for the
male children at the synagogue. Girls were taught at home.

The synagogue was either located on the highest point of ground in town
or it had a spire on top which made it the town's tallest building.

This symbolized that the functions of the synagogue were the most

important thing possible for the people to engage in.

Men and women were seated separately and only the men participated in

the service.

Jesus, a layman, a carpenter from Nazareth, entered the synagogue. Dr.

Luke tells us he was in the habit of attending the service, good trait for us to
pattern after.

The synagogue service consisted of three parts:

(A) Worship/prayer

(B) The reading from the Scriptures.
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As the ancient Hebrew was read it was translated into Aramaic or Greek
either by the reader or by someone else.

(C) The third part of the service was the teaching or we would say

preaching. There was no professional ministry. The ruler of the

synagogue could invite any distinguished person present to speak and
then discussion followed.

The KJ rendering of minister9 in v 20 is unfortunate. It seems to imply

professional ministry to us. Literally it reads, "Having rolled up the book and

having delivered it to the attendant He sat down".

v 16 – Jesus came into the synagogue and evidently He was invited to read

and speak.
stood up to read10. Out of respect for the Scripture the reader stood. He

was not permitted even to lean on something for support.
Remember when Ezra read from the book of the Law all the people stood

up out of respect.

Jesus found the passage on the scroll and read from Isa 61:1-2.

THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME,11
This is a Messianic passage and points out the functions of the Messianic

ministry.

Then six facts about the gospel are listed.

1. to preach the gospel to the poor12

9The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
10The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
12The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


8

Gospel means "good news" or "glad tidings".

It always seems as if the poor are more open to the gospel message.
It's hard to be self-sufficient when you are poor. It's easy to recognize

your need when you are poor. No one rich or poor can find Jesus until

he/she realizes his/her spiritual destitution, seeks Christ and confesses
his/her need.

2. to heal the brokenhearted13

There is nothing as distressing as being lost in sin and realizing your need.
The heartbreak of sin can only be healed by the "good news" of the gospel.

3. to preach deliverance to the captives14

These people were familiar with Babylonian captivity, but the worst
captives are those who are enslaved by sin and Satan.

Jesus can deliver the captives.

4. and recovering of sight to the blind15

Jesus ministered to the needs of the physically and spiritually blind.

Today those who are blind in sin can find sight through the gospel.

5. to set at liberty them that are bruised16

This speaks of those bruised by calamity or sin. Freedom from sin is

certain and complete; freedom from calamity or hardship is deliverance from

the trouble or the grace to bear it.

13The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
14The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
15The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
16The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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6. To preach the acceptable year of the Lord17

…pictures the year of jubilee, every 50 years, debts were cancelled, lands

were restored.

Here it implies the season of man's acceptability with God—that God will
accept those who turn to him in true contrition and surrender. The gospel

says men/women can come to God by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.
Now is the acceptable time for salvation.

Jewish speakers stood to read and sat to teach. So Jesus handed the scrolls
to the attendant and sat down to speak.

Everyone looked at him in readiness to hear what He would say.
Jesus startled them when he said, "This day is this scripture fulfilled in your

ears."18
Jesus was announcing the arrival and beginning of ministry of the Messiah.

The people were amazed at His gracious words. They said, "Isn't this

Joseph's son?"

They were saying, "We know who this guy is. We know who his father is".
(They weren't dealing with the paternity of Joseph, but simply stating that

Jesus was his son as seen by everyone in the community). They stumbled at

the fact that they knew who Jesus was and He simply could not be the
Messiah.

Jesus understands their thoughts and anticipates their comments. What
He said was not calculated to win them over.

Jesus addressed their blindest and most bitter prejudices.
"…Physician, heal thyself…"19
"…Why don't you do here what you did in Capernaum?"

17The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
18The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
19The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Then, "…No prophet is accepted in his own country."20

This applies to prophets who represent God and preach truth—often

unpopular, embarrassing and convicting truth.

v 25 "But I tell you the truth"…This is truth they will not like or accept.

Jesus cites two incidents in the OT in which non-Jewish people were helped
while Jewish people with similar needs were bypassed.

The widow whom Elijah befriended (1 Kings 17:8-24) and Naaman the
Syrian who was cleansed from leprosy (2 Kings 5:1-19). Jews in Jesus' time

thought Gentiles were created by God to stoke the fires of hell. They were

less than dogs. They were so sure that they were God's people that they
utterly despised all others.

v 28 filled with wrath21…took Him to the hill to throw Him down.
Either intended to kill him by the fall or by stoning after He was thrown

down.
Nazareth is located on a slope overlooking a valley.

The traditional site called the "Mount of Precipitation" is about two miles

from town. A more likely site is a rock wall 40-50 feet high west of town.

v 30 is an incredible verse! "But he passing through the midst of them

went his way…"22 It's like a description of a travelogue! How did He do it?

We simply don't know. Could have blinded those who tried to take Him.

Could have overwhelmed them with His presence like the soldiers who fell
backwards in the garden. We simply don't know. He was God; He was able to

escape because His time had not yet come to lay down His life.

The Beacon Bible Commentary has this interesting comment:

20The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
21The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
22The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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This escape was probably due to the Master's agility rather
than to a miracle, for Jesus followed the principle of never using

His miraculous power for His own personal need or safety.
However, this is not to say that Providence and the assistance of

the Holy Spirit were not involved. Any assistance which He

received was not miraculous in the usual sense of the word, but
such as is available to all God's children if the need arises and

God wills to interfere.

So what is going on in this text? I think if we boil it all down these people

weren't willing to be obedient to God. They knew who Jesus was. Even
though the God of the universe was proclaiming, "I am Messiah; God's

kingdom has come", they were unwilling to be obedient and obey.

Are we so very different today?

William Barkley, speaking about the Jews who were so meticulous to carry

out the demand of the ceremonial Law while they were trying to crucify

Christ says,

Now see what the Jews were doing. They were carrying out the
details of the ceremonial law with meticulous care; and at the

same time they were hounding to the Cross the Son of God.

That is just the kind of thing that men are always liable to do.
Many a church member fusses about the sheerest trifles, and

breaks God's law of love and of forgiveness and of service every
day. There is even many a church in which the details of

vestments, furnishings, ritual, ceremonial are attended to with

the most detailed care, and where the spirit of love and
fellowship are conspicuous only by their absense. One of the

most tragic things in the world is how the human mind can lose

its sense of proportion and its ability to put first things first.
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Think with me now of some self-examination questions for us.

• For Brethren who Wear the Plain Coat:

• Do I expect my wife and daughters to wear the veiling when in public

but do I take every opportunity to leave my plain coat at home when
I am going somewhere other than church?

• When I attend a dress-up function not held at church do I wear my
plain coat or a sweater?

• Do I wear the plain coat because I feel I must or because of a deep,

heartfelt conviction of obedience and devotion to my Lord?

• For Sisters Who Wear the Veil:

• Am I willing to wear a veil of sufficient size to clearly symbolize the

principle of headship?
• Am I willing to be consistent in wearing the veil on weekdays as well

as Sundays?

• Do I wear the veil because I feel I must or because of a deep,
heartfelt conviction of obedience and devotion to my Lord?

• For Everyone:

• Does the way I conduct myself during the week cause others to see
Christ in me?

• Do I follow and love God with my heart, soul and mind? Am I willing
to obey Him when His Spirit speaks to me about an area that needs

changed?

• Do I ever say no to God?

• Jesus attended the synagogue regularly.

• Do we attend worship service because of a desire to worship and
honor God?
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• Are we sincere worshippers?

Do we prepare our hearts before coming?
Things like:

talking

looking at pictures, games or smutty images on electronic devices
indicate a lack of true worship.

thinking about next week's schedules or this afternoon's dinner

• Do we come to church just from habit or to catch up on the latest

news?
• Does it make any difference to us who is preaching or teaching?

• The gospel is good news—How excited are we about sharing it with
those around us?

Remember, we enter the mission field when we leave these doors.

• Are we bound by prejudice, blindness or bitterness?

If we are we will automatically resist anything "new" even if it is not
doctrinally unsound.

• Are we open to God the Holy Spirit leading us in a place or way we

may be uncomfortable with? Or do we put God in a box?

• Are we willing to minister to people who smell badly, look different
from us, or who come from a different background? The Jews

believed salvation was for only them. Jesus came for everyone who
will confess, repent and believe.

• Am I quick to state my opinions to others?

• Am I slow to listen to anyone else's opinions?
• Are we gracious and loving in our relationships with our brothers

and sisters?

• Are we gracious and loving in our relationships with those outside
the church?
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I Wonder

You know, Lord how I serve you

With great emotional fervor

In the limelight.
You know how eagerly I speak for you

At the women's club.
You know how I effervesce when I promote a fellowship group.

You know my genuine enthusiasm

At a Bible study.

But how would I react, I wonder

If you pointed to a basin of water
And asked me to wash the callused feet

Of a bent and wrinkled old woman
Day after day

Month after month

In a room where nobody saw
And nobody knew.

Jesus said in Matt. 25, "Just like you did it to the least of these my

Brethren you did it to me."

Am I serving Him through my service to others?
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Mummerts
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