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Luke 7:1-17

In Luke chapter 7 verses 1-17 we have two incredible accounts of Jesus'

miracle-working power. In vv 1-10 we are told of a centurion who exhibited
great faith. Jesus healed his servant. Then in vv 11-17 we are given the

account of the raising of the widow's son at Nain. Both of these accounts
demonstrate Jesus' divine power over sickness, distance and death. I'd like to

tell you the two stories and then draw some lessons for us from them.

Jesus had been teaching and ministering in Galilee. In Luke chapter 5 Jesus

touched and healed a leprous man. Jesus ordered the man to go to the priest
and be declared cleansed. Jesus also strictly ordered the man to keep quiet

about the healing. The man blazed the news about is such a fashion that

great multitudes sought after Jesus. Jesus often slipped away to the solitude
of the wilderness to pray and be alone with His Father.

But the demands of the crowd brought Him back to minister, heal and be
with the people. After one of Jesus' teaching sessions He returned to

Capernaum. This was Jesus' home base for His Galilean ministry.

Archaeologists have unearthed the remains of a third-century synagogue at
Capernaum. There are several very interesting features about this

synagogue. Synagogues were usually built on the highest spot of ground in
the village. This symbolized the importance of the synagogue and its

services. It also meant that since there usually is only one highest spot in

town, when the synagogue was replaced due to age, fire or disaster, the new
replacement synagogue would usually be built on the site of the old

synagogue. This is very interesting to us at Capernaum. Archaeologists have

dug under the foundation stones of the third-century ruins and found a
first-century foundation. Coins, artifacts and style of architecture definitely

place this foundation from the first century. Many archaeologists and
scholars believe they have actually uncovered the foundation of the very

synagogue where Jesus stood and taught! It's probably the foundation of the

synagogue from which Jesus made the great announcement, "This day is this
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scripture fulfilled in your ears."1, the synagogue from which the crowd led
Jesus to the hill to throw Him down to kill Him.

Be that as it may, Jesus came into Capernaum. Capernaum in Jesus day
was an important fishing town on the northwest corner of the Sea of Galilee.

Its economy revolved around agriculture and the Sea of Galilee. The land

was very fertile and well-watered, producing bountiful crops. The Sea yielded
many different kinds of fish which were consumed fresh, salted, dried and

exported throughout the Roman world.
In Matthew's account of this miracle, immediately after the healing Jesus

goes to Peter's house and heals Peter's mother-in-law. It is believed that

Jesus stayed at Peter's house while He was in Capernaum. Today at
Capernaum guides will point out the ruins of a large eight-sided house where

Peter apparently lived.

No sooner had Jesus entered Capernaum than He was met by a delegation
of Jewish leaders who had been sent by the centurion.

This was unusual in that the centurion was either a Roman or one of
Herod's troops. Either way he was a hated Gentile. The Jews had a very high

opinion of themselves and a very low opinion of Gentiles. The Misnah (which

is a Jewish lawbook) says, "The dwelling-places of Gentiles are unclean." The
Jews had to learn that the passport to God's presence is not membership in

any nation but it is faith. The Jew believed that being a Jew automatically
assured him of salvation. They needed to learn that Jesus Christ is the

possession of every man in every race in whose heart there is faith.

Apparently the remarkable relationship between these Jewish leaders and this
Gentile centurion had something to do with the remarkable character of this

Gentile.
The centurions were the backbone of the Roman armies. A legion was

made up of 6,000 men. The legion was broken down into 60 centuries each

containing 100 men. A Centurion commanded each group of 100 men.

1The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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The centurions were the long-service regular soldiers of the Roman army.
They were responsible for the command and discipline of the regiment. They

were the glue that held the army together.

A Roman named Polybius describes what a centurion should be:

"They must not be so much venturesome seekers after danger

as men who can command, steady in action, and reliable; they
ought not to be over-anxious to rush into the fight but when

hard pressed, they must be ready to hold their ground, and die

at their posts."

End of quotation

The centurions were the finest men in the Roman army.

It is arresting to note that every time a centurion is mentioned in the NT
it is in a favorable light.

We are told about six centurions in the NT:

• The centurion who recognized Jesus on the cross as the Son of God
• The first Gentile convert was Cornelius, a centurion in Caesarea.

• The centurion who rescued Paul from the raging mob after being

informed that Paul was a Roman citizen.
• The centurion who saved Paul from the Jews who vowed not to eat till

Paul was dead (I bet they got pretty hungry).
• Felix ordered a centurion to look after Paul.

• And there was the centurion who accompanied Paul on his last journey

to Rome and befriended him and helped him.

Our centurion had several unusual traits. First, he loved his slave. This

was very unusual. A Roman master had absolute control over his slave. The
slave had no rights. The master could do anything including killing him and
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was completely within his rights. Most masters treated their slaves like living
tools.

A Roman writer says,

Whatever a master does to a slave, undeservedly, in anger,
willingly, unwillingly, in forgetfulness, after careful thought,

knowingly, unknowingly, is judgment, justice and law.

End of quotation

So this centurion's humane treatment, concern and love for his slave was

highly unusual. Another unusual trait of this centurion was his relationship

with the Jews. The Romans despised the Jews. The Jews returned the favor.
This centurion was different. Our text says the elders told Jesus, "…he loves

our nation, and has built us a synagogue."2 This was a very kind and
generous Gentile who had with his own money provided a place for the Jews

to worship. Jesus started to go to the centurion's house. This man also had

remarkable sensitivity to the Jewish mind and scruples. No Jew could enter a
Gentile's house without becoming unclean. This is probably part of the

reason the centurion sent word saying, "I am not worthy for you to enter my
house. I didn't even think I was worthy to come to you. But just say the

word and my servant will be well. I also am a man under authority. I

understand how authority works. I say to a man 'do this' and he does it.
Surely you can command this sickness to release the paralysis and pain which

is gripping my servant."
Jesus was amazed. He said, "… I have not found such great faith, not even

in Israel!"3
In Matthew's account Jesus says that they (the Gentiles) will come from

the east and the west and will sit down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the

kingdom of heaven. Now that's bad enough, Gentiles in heaven. But then

2The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.
3The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.
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Jesus said the sons of the kingdom (the Jews) will be cast out into outer
darkness!

These words were rich in meaning to the Jewish mind. They fully expected
to sit down at the great feast with the patriarchs in heaven just because they

were Jews. They also thought all of the Gentiles would be in darkness. Jesus

is telling them no one has a monopoly on salvation. Only those who have
faith in Christ will arrive in heaven. The Jews didn't really like to hear this.

Then Jesus said, "Go, let it be done as you believed." The centurion was faced
with a decision. Would he believe and go or would he refuse to believe? He

and his party turned and started for home. When they got home they found

the servant sound and well. Jesus had healed from a distance by only saying
the word.

Luke follows this account with the account of the raising to life of the

widow's son at Nain. Matthew places it later in Jesus' ministry but we will
look at it in Luke's order.

Nain is a day's journey from Capernaum and lay between Endor and
Shunem where Elisha raised another mother's son. Ten minutes' walk from

Nain there is still a cemetery where the dead are laid.

As Jesus' band approached the village a funeral procession was leaving
town. As is usual in the east it was preceded by a band of professional

mourners with flute and cymbal uttering shrill cries of grief. As the
procession passed by Christ Luke says Jesus felt compassion for the widow.

It's a very strong word, literally it says something like, "Jesus was moved to

the depths of His heart". There is no stronger word in the Greek for
sympathy and over and over again it is used by the gospel writers to describe

Jesus. What a sense of compassion He had. How do you and I compare? Do
we feel genuine compassion for those around us?

Now to us the only son of a widow dying is a terrible thing. She had

already lost her husband; now her son was lying on the bier. In the first
century there were no social welfare systems. A widow's only source of

survival was family members. Now she is carrying her only source of survival
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out to the cemetery. Jesus said, “Do not weep.”4 He approached and
touched the bier. The bearers stopped. Then the words rang out, “Young

man, I say to you, arise.”5
Everyone was electrified. But then the young man sat up—alive and whole.

He began to speak and Jesus presented him to his mother. Wow, what a

scene! Fear gripped everyone and they began to glorify God saying, “A great

prophet has risen up among us”; and, “God has visited His people.”6 And

guess what, the report of this spread thoughout the countryside!

Quickly now lets look at some lessons from the centurion:

• Humility

He felt unworthy for Christ to enter his house.

He was a man in charge of an important group of soldiers yet he wasn't

too proud to ask for help. He showed a remarkable humility in seeking help
from a Jewish rabbi.

He apparently recognized that the Jewish faith had validity. He was
humble enough to recognize and help the Jewish community.

How you and I need humility today. How we need to remember to prefer

our brother/sister in love.
How we need to humbly thank God for the place he puts us and not seek

for or be envious of the place He puts our brother and sister.

How we need to be humble enough to listen and consider our
brother/sister's ideas and opinions.

The humble person is teachable, ready to learn and not overly opinionated.
We need to learn humility from the centurion.

• We see compassion in the centurion's attitude toward his slave and in
Jesus' attitude to the widow.

4The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.
5The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.
6The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.
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How we need compassion today. There is a poignant saying in the gospels

where it says, Jesus "… felt compassion for them because they were like

sheep without a shepherd…"7
The Hebrew mind could conceive of no greater calamity than sheep

without a shepherd. That's how Jesus felt toward the multitude. Does your
heart move with compassion when you see vast crowds of people, many of

whom are headed for a devil's hell without a savior?
We have the precious water of life. Do we freely dispense it when the

Spirit gives us an opportunity? Or do we silently disobey His entreaty when

He urges us to share the good news? The compassion of Christ should move
us to share the glorious good news at every opportunity.

Compassion should also extend to our relationships at home, school and

work. The centurion was compassionate toward his slave to whom he owed

no compassion. How compassionate are we to those we live with?
Do we treat family members/spouses with love, respect and compassion or

are we crabby, short and grouchy?
Our homes should be little pieces of heaven on earth. Some of our homes

are more like hell on earth.

It's never too late to stop, acknowledge our sinful ways, ask forgiveness
and change our behavior.

God will hold us responsible if we habitually live our lives without

compassion toward those at home.

• Remember that description of the centurion I read to you earlier?
• They must not be seekers after danger.

The Christian should not be one who engages in risky, sinful behavior. We
should never be the kind who tries to push the envelope to see how sinful we

can be and still be a Christian.

7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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Things like alcohol, drugs, immorality, pornography and questionable
conduct should never be part of a Christian's lifestyle. We should never be

seekers after danger.

• Another description of the centurion – "steady in action and reliable"

What a description of a Christian. Steady and reliable are two things we all

should strive for. Every boss loves steady and reliable employees. Every
church leader loves steady and reliable church members. Are you one of the

10-20% who pitch in to get the work done at this congregation or are you

one of the 80% who simply warm the pew? Steady and reliable…Again, it's
never too late to change. Ask for something to do. Ask God to use you.

Then be willing to do what He asks. If God calls you he will equip you to do

the task.
How we need to strive to be steady and reliable followers of God.

• They ought not to be over-anxious to rush into the fight.

The Christian should never be looking for a fight but should be ready to
defend the faith when needed.

I think this is very important in witnessing. We should never be aggressive
and in people's faces threatening them with hell if they don't repent. We

should be winsome and tactful, willing to listen to them, always ready to

speak the gospel when the Spirit gives us an opening. We see this with Jesus
and the Samaritan woman. If ever there was a woman who needed scolded,

here she was.
Jesus didn't condemn; he piqued her interest with questions and by telling

her of living water.

How we need to learn to allow God the Holy Spirit to guide us toward
winsomeness and a tactful approach.

• When hard-pressed the centurion must be ready to hold their ground
and to die at their post if necessary.
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What a challenge for us today when all around us the walls of morality,

integrity and godliness are crumbling. Do we go with the flow when others
around us are blaspheming God's name? When others engage in sinful

behavior do we stand and courageously hold our ground? Are we willing to

go against the crowd when they aren't walking with God? Do we follow
silently or do we take a stand and hold our ground?

We need to think through the reasons for our faith so that when, not if,
persecution comes we will be able to stand and if necessary die for our faith.

Our faith is worth dying for but if we haven't thought through what and why

we believe we may crumble and deny our precious Savior when the test
comes.

• The centurion was a man of great faith.

He was willing to believe that a man who he could not see could say the
word and God would heal his slave. His faith was based partly on his

understanding of authority. He understood that when he was ordered to do

something by his superior he obeyed without question. When he
commanded a subordinate he expected that unquestionable obedience.

It wasn't a big stretch for him to believe that if Jesus commanded sickness
to leave it would obey.

His faith was based on his understanding of authority.

The principle of authority is very important to the Christian. Obedience
to the authority figures in our lives places us under the umbrella of God's

protection. When we obey and respect that authority we are under God's
protection. When we disobey and disrespect the authority in our lives we

remove ourselves from God's protection. We also can exercise our faith when

we function under authority. Our faith will grow and strengthen.
When we remove ourselves through disobedience or disrespect to our

authority figures our faith will falter and fail. Faith will grow when we

function under authority.
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From the miracle at Nain we can learn…

• Jesus has power over death.

Death holds so many terrors and emotions for the world, but for the

Christian death is simply a passing into the presence of Jesus.
The story is told of a young lad who made a long journey with his father.

Before they reached home night fell. The lad fell asleep in his father's arms
and next morning woke up in his own bed safely at home.

Later when he asked his father how one goes to heaven his father

reminded him of going to sleep in his arms and waking up in his own bed.
For the Christian dying is falling asleep in Jesus' arms and going home.

Last year I got a call at work. It was the doctor. He had just visited with

my mom. He said, "Dan I just visited with your mother. I could not get a
pulse or blood pressure reading. I know she is alive because she is sitting up

talking to me. She called me by name. I'd be very surprised if she lasts 24
hours." We went in as soon as possible. Mother was able to recognize and

talk to us. Her extremities were cold. She was very weak. She asked to be

anointed. I was afraid she wouldn't last till someone came to assist so I
anointed her.

Then the family sang hymns and I asked her, "Mom are there any last
words?"

She said very faintly, "Just be faithful".

We told her, "Mother, it's OK for you to let go. It's OK for you to go
home." Approximately 30 minutes later she very peacefully slipped into

Jesus' arms. There was no struggle, apparently no pain. For the Christian
death is going home to be with Jesus.

Jesus has power over death.

Death is not always so peaceful—Sometimes there is great physical pain.
But for the Christian death holds no terror.

Paul says in 1 Cor. 15:
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“DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory.
55 “O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR
STING?”
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law;
57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil
is not in vain in the Lord.8

Mummerts 2008

8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm

