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Luke 11:29-54……………………………………opening Scripture v 29-41

An Evil Generation Seeking a Sign – vv 29-32

"sign"1 - The word John uses for miracles of Jesus.
In Matthew's account in chapter 12 immediately before Jesus had given a

powerful "sign" by healing the blind, dumb demoniac.
Now this was a powerful sign, but the scribes and Pharisees demanded

more.

Luke 11 v. 16 says they were asking for a sign from heaven that would
prove Him to be Messiah. Jesus refused to grant their request.

Jesus accused them of being an evil and adulterous generation.

These words were spoken approximately 2,000 years ago. In light of

today's headlines I ask the question today, "What would Jesus say about our
generation?"

Fifty years ago when my generation graduated from high school it was a

disgrace for one to get a divorce. I remember occasionally hearing students

discuss families who had broken up. It was always discussed in the context of
shame and disgrace.

I don't need to point out to you that today divorce and remarriage are so
common and unashamed that lawyers advertise no-fault divorce settlements

for $200.00 in the back pages of our daily papers.

When I was a boy we didn't hear about people living together without
marriage. Today it is so common no one raises an eyebrow.

Immorality and homosexuality were hardly ever mentioned. If it was it

was cause for shame and disgrace. Today one is in the minority if he/she is
pure and faithful sexually.

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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Even our beloved church has left the safe harbor of biblical belief and
morality. Our leaders and members are divorced and remarried. Many of

our churches openly applaud members joining the military in opposition to
the church's stand on nonresistance. Many of our churches do not teach and

practice the wearing of the head covering.

At this year's district conference the delegates debated whether to send a

question to annual conference regarding the membership in secret oath-
bound societies.

Brethren and sisters openly spoke about the historic Brethren adherence

to the Word of God while all around there are signs of our generation of
Brethren openly disregarding the very biblical principles and beliefs which

our founding Brethren believed and practiced. The Bible is the basis for our

beliefs. Rom. 10:17 tells us faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word
of God. The Bible has not changed; God has not spoken with forked tongue.

God's Word is not up for our opinion or our vote. When God speaks He's not
looking for our opinion but for our obedience!

We leave the safe foundation of God's Word only at our own peril. When

we leave that safe foundation we will make shipwreck on the rocks of
disobedience and unbelief.

I'm afraid Jesus would not be able to speak highly of us as a denomination.

Today our denomination is steadily declining in membership. It behooves us

as Brethren at this place to strive to be faithful to the historic, biblical
doctrines and principles which made the church a vital, soul-winning

organization during its early years.

Jesus says in Luke 11:29, "You already had your sign. No sign but the sign

of the prophet Jonah will be given to you."
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In Matthew Jesus says, for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN

THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth.2

Now to our western ears that statement has generated all kinds of

questions. How could Friday evening to Sunday morning be three days and
three nights? Over the years there have been all kinds of novel ways to try

to get three 24-hour days and nights between Jesus' burial and His

resurrection.

To eastern Jewish ears the statement has no problem.
First-century Jews were much more flexible in their thinking about time

than we are in our split-second age. The most accurate clock they had was a

sundial. They routinely recorded and talked about parts of a day or night as
a day or a night. When a first-century Jew talked about a day or a night it

was not necessarily a 24-hour day or night being described.

Then Jesus warned His hearers that the men of Nineveh and the Queen of

the South would rise up in judgment with this generation and condemn it for
its unbelief. They had far less light than we do. They obeyed God's call and

followed the light they saw.

How their obedience and faith condemns our generation's unbelief and lack
of obedience.

Three practical lessons for us form this section:

#1 Sin always cries for more.

The scribes and Pharisees kept looking for more and bigger signs. In the

same way sin always urges us to deeper and deeper disobedience.

2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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Someone has said:

Sin will take you farther than you want to go
Sin will keep you longer than you want to stay

Sin will cost you more than you want to pay

Satan never shows the wasted dying drug addict. He instead dangles the

bait. This little pill or puff or shot will fill you with intensity of feeling and
creativity. He doesn't show the twisted agonized person in a fetal position,

their body racked with pain and tremors as their body cries for more drugs.

Satan never shows the teenager the body racked with pain and the

agonizing attempts to draw a breath. The pain and death that result from

cigarette addiction. Years ago I was an x-ray tech. I was called to the room
of a man who was completely exhausted and racked with pain. He was sitting

on the edge of the bed desperate for a breath. Years of smoking had
resulted in the emphysema which threatened to take his life.

What great work had he done which resulted in his exhausted, gasping

condition?
He had simply sat up on the edge of the bed!

What did he ask for as he wheezed and gasped for a breath? A cigarette!
That is addiction. That man was a slave of a habit which would shortly take

his life. But he couldn't stop!

Satan never shows the wasted body racked with pain when he tempts us

with immorality. There is a reason God designed the sexual relationship to
be practiced only in the confines of the sacred bonds of marriage.

Satan shows us the cheap momentary thrill of the moment. He never

shows the broken lives, the wasted bodies, the fevered brow.

Satan always dangles the attractive bait with the syrupy words. This won't

hurt. This will be fun. No one will ever know.
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Brothers/sisters, Satan has been doing this for thousands of years. He's
good at it. He knows exactly how to push our buttons. We need to be ever

on guard against the wiles of the enemy of our souls.
We need to always remember.

Sin has consequences.

We cannot take fire into our bosom and not be burned.
Satan's path always appears wide, easy and pleasant, but the end thereof is

the way of death.

Prov. 30 v 15-16-17 NIV…

"The leech has two daughters.
`Give! Give!' they cry.

"There are three things that are never satisfied,
four that never say, `Enough!':

PR 30:16 the grave, the barren womb,
land, which is never satisfied with water,
and fire, which never says, `Enough!'

PR 30:17 "The eye that mocks a father,
that scorns obedience to a mother,

will be pecked out by the ravens of the valley,
will be eaten by the vultures.

These verses describe four things which are never satisfied. They remind

us of the fact that our sins always cry for more and deeper sin. Sin never
says enough.

The second lesson is:

#2 God will not give us new revelation if we fail to act on what He has
already show us.
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The scribes and Pharisees were crying for new and better "signs" when
right in front of their eyes the "Son of God" was daily doing powerful signs

which proved His divinity.
They refused to believe what they had already been plainly shown.

Brothers and sisters,

God is not humored when we pray, "God show me what your will is" when
He has plainly spoken that will in Scripture.

God is not humored when we resist His will when we plainly know in our
spirits He is speaking to us.

We should never pray for direction on something that is plainly revealed
to us in Scripture or by His Spirit.

Joseph is a homeless man who frequents truck stops on the East Coast. He
can't function till he has had his beer in the morning. His health is terrible.

He eats very poorly. All the wrong things. He says he hopes God will bring
him off the road into a stable situation. But he doesn't do what God would

want him to do to come clean. Several years ago he was so desperate he

agreed to enter a detox program. I made the phone calls. Got everything
arranged. I was to pick him up in the morning. When I got there he was

gone. I learned later he had jumped a truck and headed south.
His body is still ravished with the poison of the alcohol.

God will not deliver him till he is willing to follow God's way and surrender

His will to Him.
Whatever it is that you are wrestling with God about this morning, give it

up. Surrender your will to Him. Follow Him in obedience and you will
experience God's guidance, joy and the sweet fellowship which comes only

from allowing Him to take control of your life.

God will never guide us past the place where we say no to His will.

a third lesson…
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3. We are responsible for what we know

Two times in this passage we are told in v 31, "something greater than

Solomon is here"3 and v 32 "something greater than Jonah is here"4

What was Jesus saying by this cryptic sentence? The people around Jesus

in large part refused to accept His message of salvation. They rejected His
claim to be their Messiah.

Jesus is saying the people of Nineveh and the Queen of the South had far
less evidence than you people have. Yet they believed. Their belief

condemns your unbelief. In the face of far more evidence you are refusing

to believe my works or claim of Messiahship. Their belief, based on a small
amount of evidence, puts your unbelief, based on much stronger evidence to

shame. Brothers and sisters, what would Jesus say to our generation?

Today we have the complete canon of the Scripture.
The written record of God's work down through the ages.

The record of Jesus' mighty deeds and sinless life.
Today we have the historical record of God's marvelous working in the

lives of His saints down through the ages. All of this the people around Jesus

did not have. How responsible are we in this age of enlightenment?
How many around us, even with the light we have, reject Jesus' claims

today?
How many of us who have accepted Jesus' salvation live shallow, defeated

Christian lives because we fail to surrender our wills to Him and walk in

obedience to the light we have been given?
We have been given great revelation.

Our responsibility is great.

In vv 33-36 Jesus speaks about light/darkness.

3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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Jesus often spoke of light. Here He applies it in the context of their asking
for more signs.

Jesus is saying, "You don't need more light—you need good eyes to see the
light".

The first-century Palestinians did not have candles. The word should be

"lamp". In Jesus' day oil lamps were used to provide light at night. They
would be placed in little niches on the wall or on a lampstand. Olive oil was

used as fuel (Show lamps).
Jesus says when you light a lamp you don't put it under a container but on

a lampstand so the light may shine to all around.

If their lives were filled with obedience and godliness others would see the
light of Christ shining from their lives and be attracted to Him.

If their lives were full of unbelief and disobedience others would not see

the light of Christ in them.
Jesus was appealing to those in his audience to commit themselves

wholeheartedly to Him and not remain in the darkness of those rejecting
Him.

That was good advice for them and it is good advice for us today.

v 37 begins a section about ritual Jewish washing which Jesus refused to

participate in. This was not about a lack of hygiene, but a statement against
the ritual ceremonial washing which had degenerated into a legalistic

ceremony.

Jews in Jesus' day had very rigid procedures to follow in hand washing.
The water must be pure water from a spring or rainwater. It must be

stored in stone containers only. The containers in John 2 where Jesus turned
water to wine were probably hand washing water containers.

There was a minimum amount of water to be used (approximately 2

ounces in our measure). The water was first applied to the hand at the tips
of the fingers and allowed to run to the wrist. Next the fist of each hand was

used to cleanse the palm of the opposite hand. Finally water must be poured

from the wrist and allowed to run off the fingertips. To do all this meant
one's hands were clean. To omit even the smallest detail was sin. Jesus said
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if you were as particular about cleansing your hearts as your hands you
would be better men.

Jesus is far more interested in the condition of our hearts—In our
attitudes and obedience—than He is in our external conformity to a set of

rules and standards. Then Jesus uses the example of ritual cleanness outside

and wickedness inside to castigate His legalistic heavens. The meticulous
orthodox Jew would never omit to pay certain things.

1. The first fruits of the soil

Seven crops—wheat, barley, the vine, the fig, pomegranates, olives and
honey—were subject to the first fruits offering. The farmer took a goodly

portion first and offered it in the temple.

2. One 50th of the harvest of every growing thing was offered to be used

for the upkeep of the priests.

3 There was the tithe.

This was paid directly to the Levites who in turn paid a tithe of what they

received to the priests.
The tithe was 1/10 of everything that can be used as food and is cultivated

and grows out of the earth.

The Pharisees were so meticulous in keeping the tithe that they even
tithed rue which was specifically listed as not necessary to tithe in the Law.

No matter what their inner feelings and hearts were like, no matter how
much they neglected justice and forgot love, they never omitted the tithe.

In v 43 Jesus speaks of the front seats at the synagogue. In the synagogue

the best seats were in the front and they decreased in importance as they
went back. We could take a lesson today! Suppose we filled the church from

the front to the back! I digress.
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The Pharisees loved to sit in the chief seats because of the honor and
because they could be seen by all.

In the marketplace they loved it when men made a fuss over them by

giving them an exaggerated greeting.

Remember the Pharisee who stood by Himself praying on the street
corner. They did what they did for the praise and honor of men. Their

hearts were far from God. They sought praise and honor from others.

v 44 – The Law put it down that one who touched a grave would be

unclean for seven days. It didn't matter if one knew the grave was there or
not. A man could touch a grave without knowing it. It didn't matter; he was

still unclean.

To Jews the Pharisees were exactly like that. They appeared righteous on
the outside but they were defiled and unrighteous on the inside. Men who

came in contact with them could unknowingly be contaminated by the evil in
their lives.

Two things stand out for condemnation of the Pharisees by Jesus.

#1 They concentrated on externals.

As long as the externals were carried out that was all that mattered.

Their hearts may be black as hell; they may be utterly lacking in charity
and even in justice; but as long as they went through the correct motions at

the correct times they considered themselves good in the eyes of God.

William Barkley comments:

A man may be regular in his church attendance; he may be a diligent

student of the Bible; he may be a generous giver to the church; but if

in his heart there are thoughts of pride and of contempt, if he has no
charity in his dealings with his fellow men in the life of the everyday, if
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he is unjust to his subordinates or dishonest to his employer, he is not
a Christian man. No man is a Christian when he meticulously observes

the conventions of religion and forgets the realities.

Those words are as current as today's headlines. They are especially

relevant to those of us who are conservative in teaching and doctrine. How
we need to constantly remind ourselves. God is much more interested in the

attitudes and motives of our hearts than He is in our external adherence to
rules and traditions.

There is something terribly wrong with a person who scrupulously adheres
to external rules but who is not loving, kind and winsome to his/her

brothers/sisters or to those outside.

Let me say it again. God is much more interested in the attitudes and

motives of our hearts than He is in our external adherence to rules and
traditions. Christ's harshest criticism was reserved for those who

concentrated on externals while their hearts were black with sin.

Not only did Christ condemn the Pharisees' concentration on externals,

but…

#2 He condemned their concentration on details

The Pharisees were meticulous with observing the details of hand washing

in the proper way. To wash without one or more of the prescribed steps was
considered to be sin.

To omit a tiny fraction of the payment of the tithe for every conceivable

plant one harvested was sin.
Jesus saw detail, detail, detail when He looked at these folks.

Jesus also saw hearts and attitudes that did not practice love, kindness,

justice and generosity.
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Jesus was incensed that these people called themselves followers of God.

William Barkley says,

How often church courts and church people get lost in totally

unimportant details of church government and administration,
and even argue and fight about them, and forget the great

realities of the Christian life!"

Lord, deliver us from such a preoccupation with details that like the

Pharisees we forget the weightier matters of love, kindness, justice and
generosity.

I vv 45-54 Christ levels three charges against the scribes.

#1 They were experts in the Law; they laid upon men the many burdens of
the ceremonial Law. But they did not keep them themselves: They were

experts in evasion.

A Sabbath day's journey was defined as 1,000 yards. So the scribes taught

that it was against the Law to travel more than 1,000 yards on the Sabbath.
The scribes said if a rope is tied across the end of the street one can go

1,000 yards beyond the rope.

If he or his servant left food 1,000 yards beyond his home. The scribe
would go 1,000 yards. Sit down and eat (at home) and then continue for

another 1,000 yards or to more food.
To carry a burden was forbidden in the right or left hand or shoulder, in

the bosom. All these were forbidden.

But to carry on the back of one's hand, with one's foot, with one's mouth
or elbow, ear, or hair or with one's money bag turned upside down…All were

ok.

There were all kinds of methods of evading the keeping of the Law like this.
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The attitude, motive or heart was unimportant to them as long as they
were in external compliance to the man made exceptions.

#2 They professed a deep admiration for the dead prophets but when they

met a living one they failed to obey them and tried to kill them.

Isaiah describes this kind of thinking when He writes:

NAS Isaiah 1:11-17:

11 “What are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?”
Says the LORD.
“I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams
And the fat of fed cattle;
And I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs or goats.

12 “When you come to appear before Me,
Who requires of you this trampling of My courts?

13 “Bring your worthless offerings no longer,
Incense is an abomination to Me.
New moon and sabbath, the calling of assemblies—
I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly.

14 “I hate your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts,
They have become a burden to Me;
I am weary of bearing them.

15 “So when you spread out your hands in prayer,
I will hide My eyes from you;
Yes, even though you multiply prayers,
I will not listen.
Your hands are covered with blood.

16“Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean;
Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight.
Cease to do evil,

17 Learn to do good;
Seek justice,
Reprove the ruthless,
Defend the orphan,
Plead for the widow.5

5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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These people were worshipping God in the prescribed way, but their hearts

were black with sin and rebellion.
They did what God said externally, but they were full of sinful ways.

We need to worship God with a true heart. We need to open ourselves to

His Spirit's searchlight and be quick to obey when He points out an area of
our lives which needs changed.

#3 The scribes actually shut off people from the Scripture. They made

Scripture so complicated that the people could not begin to comprehend it.

They refused to see its plain meaning for themselves and they would not
allow others to see it either.

Again, listen to William Barkley,

None of this is so very out of date. There are still those who demand
from others standards which they themselves refuse to satisfy. There

are still those whose religion is nothing other than legalism. There are

still those who make the Word of God so difficult that the seeking mind
of the common man is bewildered and does not know what to believe

or to whom to listen.

God caused the Scriptures to be written in the common ordinary everyday

languages of the times.
God's Words were written in a way that would communicate to the

common man/woman.
There was never an intention on His part to cloak His words in mystery or

confusion.

We don't do ourselves or God any favors when we refuse to utilize the
riches of scholarship and translation because we are hung up on detail and

externals.

We can keep others from the precious gift of salvation and communion
with God if we insist on adherence to external manmade rules and traditions.
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We can keep others from knowing God when we fail to utilize scholarship
and translation in the current vernacular.

Their hypocrisy was complete in vv 53-54 when they professed great

interest in His teaching only because they were trying to trap Him in His

Words.

May God deliver us from a legalistic spirit of religion which concentrates
on externals and details and omits the details of Christian living which should

flow from the heart of a committed follower of Christ who is in love with

God.
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