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Licensing Service – Marlin & Ang Hade……..Ephesians 4:11-16

This congregation has called Brother Marlin and Sister Ang to the office of minister.
This evening we come to install them into the office of the licensed ministry.
Brother Marlin will bear the responsibility of publicly speaking forth the message which

God lays upon his heart as he studies and waits upon God.
Sister Ang will have an important part in the ministry as she loves, prays for and supports

Brother Marlin.
We as brothers and sisters of Marlin and Ang have the duty and the joy to love and

support them with our prayers, encouragement and mutual love.
As a pastor-teacher (shepherd), Bro. Marlin will share with the other ministers the

responsibility of feeding, caring for the flock and protecting them from spiritual dangers.
In the passage before us Paul speaks about the officers of the church and how they should

function in order to bring about unity and Christlikeness in those who are me mbers of the
body.

It is a heavy responsibility to be called upon to handle God's Holy Word. To be
responsible for shepherding the flock is not a light assignment.

Bro. Marlin has already expressed his feelings of inadequacy in being called to this
ministry. He joins with the rest of the ministers in feeling that heavy responsibility.

Bro. Marlin, Sister Ang, allow me to speak personally to you before we look briefly at the
lesson te xt before us.

It is a special joy for me to officiate the service for two who I know and love. I have
watched you grow up and have a great sense of admiration for you.

The Bible uses several analogies to describe us and our service to Him.
The picture of the potter and the clay is very instructive to us as we think about serving

Him.
The potter uses great care in choosing just the right lump of clay to produce the vessel He

plans. With infinite care He sifts through the clay until He finds just the lump He wants.
We don't understand why He chooses us for His service, but we can draw strength and

courage from the fact that he has chosen us.
Allow me to encourage you to yield to the skillful hands of the master potter as He shapes

and molds you into a vessel for His glory.
He never calls without equipping for that service.
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Whe n we yield to Him, obey Him and get out of His way He can use us far above our
natural ability.

I e ncourage you both to face the work with a deep sense of humility.
William Barkley says those of us who are called into ministry should never get over the

sense of wonder that God chooses to use us!
Allow me to encourage you along with that humility to move in the strength which He

provides.
Never apologize for God's working in you. He has called. Allow Him to empower you.

Move in the power that will come from humbly yielding to His control.
Don't be too proud to seek help if you need it. Use your mentor and those of us who have

been serving before you.
Bro. Marlin, you will need to balance your responsibility to the work and your family.

There will be times when Ang needs your support and help.
The children will need your love, support and discipline.
No man is a success who loses his family because of neglect because of too much time

spent serving God.
You will need to allow God to help you to find that proper balance.
Other people will be eager to tell you where that balance is. Be sure you have God's

guidance on it, and the n don't be overly concerned with other people's expectations. Never
allow others to move you away from what God has spoke n clearly to you about. Marlin,
don't miss the wise counsel of your loving wife. We men will miss many lessons if we ignore
our wives' advice.

Ang, you must also balance your need for rest and recreation with the needs of family and
the support of Marlin.

I recently heard a speaker on Nancy DeMoss' program say every man needs a cheerleader
in his wife. Ang, your support and love will be critically important to Marlin's ministry.

I e ncourage both of you to seek God's face for His guidance. If you are faithful He will
reveal His will to you.

Marlin will need to learn the many lessons of preaching, teaching and shepherding. He
will make some mistakes. He may preach some dull sermons. He may become discouraged.
I e ncourage each of us to bear with him, love him, encourage him and pray for him.

If it is God's will and Christ doesn't return first, Marlin's ministry has the potential to last
for many years. It will probably outlast some of us. None of us know whe n Christ will call
or come, so I encourage each of us to love, encourage and support Marlin and Ang and each
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other.

Turn with me now to Eph. 4:11-16.
In v 11 Paul lists the offices in the church.
There is disagreement among scholars both about exactly what these offices were and if

they still exist today.
For this evening we will focus on the last two which I believe actually describe one

office—the pastor-teacher.
The Greek word for pastor is the word for shepherd.
teachers1 here could refer to another function of the pastor or it could be a separate

office. We know that the pastor-shepherd can and should also be a teacher and we will
consider the m to be one office this evening.

The image of sheep and shepherd was incredibly rich to the Palestine Jew.
The relationship between sheep and shepherd was intimate, loving and close.
The sheep literally could not live without the shepherd. The shepherd guarded, protected

and supplied all the needs of the sheep. The shepherd willingly put his own life in jeopardy
for the safety of the sheep.

Every sheep was known by name. Each was an individual. Once every day the shepherd
would call each sheep by name and spend time communing with it. The shepherd would
closely e xamine the sheep to see if there were any wounds or sickness. Wounds/cuts would
be lovingly anointed with oil. Ticks and briars would be removed. Lame ness would be
treated lovingly. Ears would be scratched.

Sweet words would be lovingly whispered into the sheep's ears. The shepherd loved the
sheep. The sheep was cared for and contented.

What a picture of the care of the pastor-shepherd. How we need to love and care for the
members of our flock.

Now in v 12 the apostle tells us what the purpose of the officers in the church is.
Paul says the apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastor-teachers are to equip the saints for

works of service so they (the saints) can build up the body of Christ. We often think it's the
pastor shepherd's job to build up the body of Christ, but Paul makes it clear in this passage
that the pastor-teacher is to equip the saints to do the work of service in order that the saints

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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can build up the body of Christ.
The English Standard Version translates v 12, "…to equip the saints for the work of

ministry, for building up the body of Christ…"
So Marlin, you are responsible before God to help equip the saints to do works of ministry.
You are not responsible for making the m do that work, just for equipping them to do it.
The responsibility to proclaim the message is yours. The responsibility for paying heed to

it is theirs. This means if you sound the alarm, if you faithfully proclaim the message and the
people do not heed, that is their responsibility, not yours.

God the Holy Spirit is responsible to work in the hearts of your hearers. You will burn
out if you assume God's responsibility and try to make the m follow the message. Again, you
are responsible to proclaim; they are responsible to obey the message.

v 13 gives us three great results of the equipping of the saints to build up the body of
Christ.

1st, Paul says it will result in unity.

Unity comes through the Spirit (v3) - being diligent to preserve the unity of the

Spirit in the bond of peace.2, but faith and knowledge are required to receive it.
faith3 here is response to and trust in the Son of God—God manifested in the flesh, who

died on Calvary on our behalf.
knowledge4 is like faith. It means understanding, acquaintance, discernme nt of our

savior.
It is not intellectual knowledge but personal relationship.
unity5 is born out of that intimacy with the Son which grace provides.

2nd, unto a perfect man6 (KJ) (NAS) mature man7

Paul is speaking here of the Christian maturity which will come as works of ministry build

2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
6The King James Version, 1769.
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up the body of Christ.
None of us is perfect, but each of us should strive for Christian maturity in our walk with

Him.

3rd, the stature of the fulness of Christ8 (KJ) (NAS) to the measure of the

stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ9
The yardstick we can use to measure our Christian maturity against is Christlikeness.
It should be every member's goal to strive for Christlikeness in his/her Christian walk. v

14 tells us that unity, maturity and Christlikeness will keep us steady in the storms of life and
the winds of false doctrine.

The word picture being drawn for us here is of a cork bobbing and sailing around wildly
in the windy sea.

Another picture presented to us here is of the shady trickster who will try to rob us of our
faith and stability.

Unity, maturity and Christlike ness will keep us from being tossed to and fro with every
wind of doctrine. They will also keep us from being tricked by those who would lead us
astray.

We will be rooted and grounded in our faith.

v 15 & 16 encourage us to speak truth in love, grow in Christlikeness and recognize the
importance of each individual member.
Paul mentions the the me of love in Colossians 3 vv 14-15. He says,

14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect
bond of unity.
15 Let the peace of Christ rule [It means to be the umpire] in your

hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be
thankful.10

Brothers and sisters, we all have a great responsibility as we send Marlin and Ang out into
Christian ministry.

7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
8The King James Version, 1769.
9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
10The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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It seems to me we could not do better than to read, study and put to practice the words of
Paul in Colossians 3:12-14 and Philippians 2 vv 3-8:

12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and
beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience;
13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other,
whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave
you, so also should you.
14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect
bond of unity.11

3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with
humility of mind regard one another as more important than
yourselves;
4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests,
but also for the interests of others.
5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ
Jesus,
6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant,
and being made in the likeness of men.
8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross.12

Bro. Marlin and Sister Ang have the responsibility of living out the precepts of the office
of the ministry.

The rest of us have the responsibility of caring for, praying and loving the m.
May God help us to live out these precepts.
May His richest blessings be with you Marlin and Ang as you enter this ministry.

11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
12The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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