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Peter.............................................................................Matt. 26:69-75

Mark 14:66-72

Luke 22:54-62
John 18:15-27

Jesus and the disciples were reclining around the table in the upper room. Jesus had

just finished giving the sop to Judas Iscariot.

Judas had gone out into the dark night. He had started on a path which would lead to
His ruin.

John says that Satan entered into Him.
In fateful language John says of Judas, "He then having received the sop went out

straightway: and it was night."1
After Judas' departure, Jesus warned the disciples, and Peter in particular, about

deserting Him.

All the disciples declared their loyalty. Peter was very vocal, saying to Jesus, "Although

all shall be offended, yet will not I."2

Peter was like some of us. He spoke very quickly without thinking much about what he
said.

Jesus knew better. He knew that before too long, this bold, brash disciple would deny

three times that he even knew Jesus.
Quietly Jesus said to Peter,
"Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even in this night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny

me thrice."3

This provoked a new protest from Peter.
Mark says in chapter 14, verse 31:
"But he spake exceedingly vehemently, If I must die with thee, Iwill not deny thee. And in like

manner also said they all." 4

Peter meant well; He had good intentions, but he failed miserably.
After instituting the Lord's Supper, Jesus led the little band of disciples out into the

Garden of Gethsemane.
There the dreadful struggle which secured our salvation began.

Peter was invited to go along into the deeper recesses of the garden. He was included

in the inner circle of Peter, James and John that Jesus took with Him into the garden.

11901 American Standard Version, (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.) 1994.
2The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
3The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
41901 American Standard Version, (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.) 1994.
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During Jesus' agonizing struggle in the garden, He asked Peter, James and John to

watch and pray. But as Peter, who had just declared his loyalty to Jesus, waited, he could

not stay awake. He was soon asleep.
Three times Jesus woke him, saying, "Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one

hour?"5

And then Jesus gave Peter words of warning which went right over his head.

Peter had just said, "Lord, though all forsake you, I won't. Lord, I will die for you."

Jesus looked at him and sadly said,
"Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak."6

Shortly thereafter Jesus was surrounded by a band of temple guards and ruffians and
arrested.

Peter bravely swung his sword, cutting off the high priest's servant's ear.
Jesus commanded Peter to put the sword away. Then He touched and healed the ear.

Jesus was led away to endure a long dark night of anguish and abuse.

There were three Jewish and three Roman trials.
Jesus was spit upon, struck with fists, palms and rods, insulted, ridiculed and made

sport of.
As Jesus was being led away, Matthew tells us that "...all the disciples forsook him, and fled."

7

At some point, John and Peter got the courage to go to the high priest's house to see
what was happening.

John was known to the servants and was immediately admitted.
It is thought that John's father supplied fish to the household of the high priest. John

would have delivered the fish and so was well known.

Apparently John realized that Peter was outside and went out to allow him to enter
the house.

As they were passing, a servant girl stared at Peter and said,
"Art not thou also one of this man’s disciples?"8

Here was Peter's chance to boldly stand up for his master.

He had said, "Lord, though all forsake you, I will not."
But in the hour of trial, Peter blew it.

He said to the girl,
"I am not one of His disciples."

5The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
6The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
7 The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
8The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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After he denied his Lord, Peter slipped out into the courtyard and tried to blend into

the crowd of servants and officers standing around a small fire.

As he stood there, one of them said to him,

“You are not also one of His disciples, are y ou?” 9
Quickly Peter denied it again. As he spoke, the rooster crowed. About an hour later,

Peter received the most severe jolt of the evening as one of the relatives of the man whose
ear Peter had cut off said to Peter,

"Didn't I see you in the garden?"

Peter denied it, this time with an oath, calling God's vengeance upon him if he was not
telling the truth. Peter swore that he did not know Jesus.

As Peter was speaking, the shrill crowing of the rooster again was heard.
Apparently at this moment, possibly as he was being led between rooms in the house,

Jesus turned and looked sadly at Peter.

Their eyes locked and, convicted by the rooster's crowing and the Lord's sad look,
Peter broke, and leaving he wept bitter tears of remorse and repentance.

There are lessons for us in this account.
Let's look at some of them...

1st...Peter sat at the wrong fire.

Peter was at the enemies' fire.
Peter can't be faulted for lack of courage. After taking a swing at the high priest's

servant, you'd think the house of the high priest would be the last place you'd find Peter.
But there he was.

I think the lesson for us is that Satan and the world want us to come to their fire. We

can do that by engaging in activities which we know God's Spirit is telling us to refrain
from.

There are people, places and things that we know will tempt us. We are sitting at the
enemies' fire when we go ahead and do those things.

We also can sit at the enemies' fire when we compromise our standards and beliefs in

order to please someone.
Satan would have us compromise our beliefs until we don't have anything solid left to

stand on.

9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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We need to sit at Christ's fire by taking our standards, moral choices and decisions

from the principles in God's Holy Word.

It was easy for Peter to fail when he was surrounded by the enemy.
It will be hard for us to maintain our standards if we allow ourselves to be influenced

and surrounded by the world's values.

2nd, Peter failed even though he was in a special place of privilege.

If Peter, chosen member of the inner circle of disciples, could deny his Lord, how

careful must we be?

We must be on guard against temptations. We all know what temptations bother us.

We need to guard against those situations and people, places and things that will ensnare
us.

On one of our national monuments is inscribed:
"ETERNAL VIGILANCE IS THE PRICE OF LIBERTY."

We will only be "free" if we are vigilant to prevent our being ensnared by sins and

habits which tempt us.

We all know what the temptations are that ensnare us.
We need to be intentional about avoiding those places, people and things which tempt

us to do evil.

We must never think that who we are or our position will shield us from temptation.

3rd, Peter followed afar off1 0, at a distance1 1

Peter did not have the courage to follow closely.
The results were disastrous.

How we need to stay close to our loving master.
How we tend to neglect a close relationship with Him (sheep/shepherd) (Wandering

sheep endangered) It is so easy to say but so hard to do. To maintain a consistent,

1 0The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
1 1 The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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regular time of prayer, bible reading and meditation. It is so important to our spiritual
lives. If we neglect it, we will be among the "far off" followers

We will be open to failures like Peter was.
Let's purpose to follow closely to our Beloved Master and Lord.

4th, Peter tried hard—He failed while trying in human strength

He drew his sword and struck to defend his master. Apparently at least one other had
a sword—Luke 22:38 says they had two swords. Peter used his—bravely, if misguided.

Others had fled—All but two had forsaken Christ—Peter followed right in to the palace
of the enemy (the high priest).

To Peter's credit, we can say he failed while trying with all his human strength—

Peter failed because he relied on his own strength.

It is not the critic who counts: not the man who points out how the strong

man stumbles or where the doer of deeds could have done better. The credit
belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust

and sweat and blood, who strives valiantly, who errs and comes up short again
and again, because there is no effort without error or shortcoming, but who

knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions, who spends himself for a

worthy cause; who, at the best, knows, in the end, the triumph of high
achievement, and who, at the worst, if he fails, at least he fails while daring

greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who
knew neither victory nor defeat.

—Theodore Roosevelt

It is much better to have tried and failed than not to have tried at all.

Peter failed because he relied on his own strength.

We must rely on God the Holy Spirit.

5th, Lying is a very hard taskmaster.
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Peter found that after he had lied the first time he was obliged to continue to lie.

He was trapped by his deceit and went deeper and deeper into deceit as he continued.

I once heard a man say, "You don't have a good enough memory to be a liar."

Lying is so deceptive. We think we can just tell a little lie and we will be OK. But then

we have to tell another and another.
Pretty soon we have trouble remembering who we told what.

Lying will cripple you with guilt and fear and anxiety.

It's so much better to simply tell the truth.
Satan will try to tell you that the truth will get you into trouble, but the truth is

always better than the slavery of telling the lie and living in bondage and fear of being
found out.

6th, Peter repented—went on to greater things.

God's grace reached him.

The look of the Master—The crowing of the rooster—
Pierced him to his heart.

Recalled the Lord's words “...before a rooster crows twice, y ou y ourself will deny Me three

times.”1 2

Peter recognized his sin—He went out and wept bitterly.

He received forgiveness.

You and I, like Peter, can find forgiveness for our sins—
We, like Peter, need to repent / and turn to Christ.

Judas apparently did not find forgiveness. Peter repented and God's grace forgave
him.

God was able to use him in His service because he repented.

God will use all today who sincerely turn to Him in repentance and humility.

Mark almost certainly got his information from Peter. There is only one way for the
information about Peter to have gotten into the gospels—It was from Peter.

Peter must have told the story over and over again.

1 2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Can you see him coming up to Mark and saying, "Can you believe it?! I denied my

Lord three times after I said I'd die for Him. How could I have done it?

"And can you believe it?! He forgave me! I am so unworthy, but He loved me and
forgave me. I still can't believe it."

There is an interesting little sidelight in Mark chapter 16, verse seven...

Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Salome had come to the tomb to
anoint Jesus' body.

They found the stone rolled away and entered the sepulchre.
There they saw a young man in white who said to them,
"Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here:

behold the placewhere they laid him."1 3

Then he said something very interesting...
He told the women to go tell the disciples "...and Peter..."1 4 that He would meet them in

Galilee.

Those two little words "and Peter" show us something of the great loving heart of our
Savior.

Jesus knew that Peter felt awful. Peter was probably wondering if he could even be
forgiven and restored to fellowship and usefulness / He had failed.

Those two little words "and Peter" were precious to Peter. They said to him,

Jesus made a special request to tell me. He has forgiven me.
He has given me a second chance.

Peter never got over that. He never lost the wonder of being forgiven by his Lord.
What an example for us!

We were lost, bound for an eternal hell, totally unworthy of forgiveness, grace, and

mercy.
But God gave us all three.

How we need to praise him. How we need to give him our lives of service out of

gratitude for what He has done for us.

Belvidere 10-03

1 3The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
1 4The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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