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Psalm 23.......................................The Good Shepherd

In John 10:11 Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the

sheep."1 Psalm 23 lists nine characteristics of Yahweh/Jehovah. These

characteristics wonderfully describe Jesus, our Good Shepherd ("Jesus" in Hebrew

means "Yahweh is our salvation"). They paint a beautiful picture of His

commitment to us.

Let's look at them briefly together today.

1. Jehovah, my Shepherd (Yahweh Roeh)

Christ is our feeder and nourisher. He is totally committed to our wellbeing.

Jesus loves us and cares for us beyond measure.

This is the same shepherd described in John 10:14-18 who promises to " ...lay

down My life for the sheep."

14 “I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me,
15 even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.
16 “I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and
they will become one flock with one shepherd.
17 “For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.

18 “No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay
it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.”2

The sheep literally cannot live without their tender shepherd's care. The
Christian cannot live without the loving tender care/concern of his/her Great
Shepherd, Jesus Christ.

2. Jehovah my Provider (Yahweh Yireh)

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Jesus provides all we need day by day—stability, strength, encouragement.

Even in challenging times, He knows how best to provide for us. With Him as our

shepherd, "I shall not be in want" (Ps. 23:1).
Could you imagine living the Christian life without Christ's provision for your

every need? Truly he is our provider.

3. Jehovah My Peace (Yahweh Shalom)

During moments of anxiety, fear, and doubt, Jesus' peace enables us to find
quiet meadows and waters of rest especially as our anxious spirit wells up inside of

us. He speaks words of comfort and hope into our turmoil. Feel the comfort /
peace / hope as Jesus speaks in Matt. 11:28-30:

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you

rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy and my burden is light.

and in John 14:27:

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 3

Truly Jesus is our peace. And yet, so often, we walk around worrying and

fretting. If Jesus is our peace we should rest securely in him.
Truck out of gas

4. Jehovah My Restorer (Yahweh Ropheca)

Restoration is redoing, refurbishing, making over again something that is worn
or damaged. What a picture of Jesus' restoring work in our lives.

3The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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Jesus goes deep inside us and brings refreshment and rejuvenation to our

souls day by day through the Holy Spirit. His "streams of living water" flow

through us even in a crisis. What a joy to know that no matter how much we mess
up, how badly we fail, Jesus can restore us if we will come to him in repentance and
confession.

Jesus is our restorer.

John 7:37-39:

37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let
him come to Me and drink.
38 “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living
water.’ ”

39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not
yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.4

Life can be so rough/tough. We may be discouraged. When we are down we
can go to our Great Shepherd and be restored/refreshed through prayer and

communion with him.
Shepherds at the time of Christ knew each sheep by name. Every day the

shepherd would call each sheep to his side where he would lovingly fellowship with
it. He would check it for mites, ticks, or wounds and anoint it with olive oil. Then

the sheep would return to the flock refreshed/restored.
You and I need to spend time each day in communion with Christ our shepherd.

5. Jehovah my Righteousness (Yahweh Tzidkenu)

Jesus blazed the very path of righteousness on which I tread. He is the beginner
and completer of my faith (Heb. 12:2-3)

2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow
weary and lose heart.5

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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He alone can help us to walk in a righteous manner. His love will keep us in the
paths of righteousness (for his name's sake). Awesome thought— We actually
bring glory/honor or dishonor to the lovely name of our Great Shepherd Jesus
Christ. How we should strive to live lives which glorify our master and shepherd!

By our obedience we can take Christ's righteousness to ourselves.

6. Jehovah My Companion (Yahweh Shammah)

Jesus is with us in everything we face. We may walk through a valley of deep
darkness (the name of an actual valley in Israel, by the way), but we will not be
anxious because the shepherd is facing it with us. The psalmist eloquently wrote,

You hem me in—behind and before; you have laid your hand upon
me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.
Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?
If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths,

you are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far
side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will
hold me fast.

—Psalm 139:5-10

God is always with us. He will never leave us or forsake us. He is our constant
companion.

7. Jehovah My Victor (Yahweh Nissi)

In the midst of our trials, Jesus promises to be our stronghold and our
sustainer. His presence protects us when Satan's fiery darts of fear and doubt

come our way.
Christ our shepherd will enable us to gain the victory.
Truly we can do all things through Christ that strengthens us. Lean on Christ—

He has already won the victory. We can claim the victory in Him.
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8. Jehovah My Sanctifier (Yahweh Mkaddeshchem)

He has anointed us with the oil of His Holy Spirit. His power helps us to walk
the path as He purifies us. Increasingly, His holiness is reflected in our lives.

One of our goals, as Christians, is to become more Christlike. The process of

sanctification is both a one-time "setting apart" for his service, and a continual
process of growing more Christlike in everything we do and say. Christ our
Shepherd will help us to be sanctified if we will surrender to him.

9. Jehovah Most High (Yahweh Elyon)

He is God, and He deserves all our praise in whatever situation we find
ourselves. Our shepherd Christ is the "Mighty God", the "Everlasting Father", Very

God of Very God.
Colossians ch. 1, vv. 14-17 tell us he created all things.

14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him.

17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.6

The shepherd has only goodness and mercy for us.

What a magnificent "Shepherd" we have!
How glad we should be that he allows us to be his sheep.
Let's determine to serve him, love him and worship him with our lives.

6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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