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The Case for the Resurrection!

(He is risen!— He is risen indeed!)

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the central fact of the Christian faith. Like a

strongly placed cornerstone it holds Christianity together. The apostle Paul in

First Corinthians chapter 15, that great defense of the truth of the resurrection,

says:

I declare unto you the gospel which I preached by which you were

saved. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how

that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; and that he was

buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.

And if Christ be not raised your faith is vain. Ye are yet in your sins.

If in this life only we have hope in Christ we are of all men most

miserable.

Other religious systems have their dead leaders. You can go to the tombs of

Confucius, Buddha and Mohammed today and find them occupied. Their adherents

are all following dead leaders.

The glorious truth of Easter is that Christianity worships a living resurrected

Jesus Christ who is even now, today, sitting on the right hand of God the Father

interceding for us. Hallelujah, what a Risen Savior!

It is precisely because of the importance of the doctrine of Christ's resurrection

that Satan tries so hard to destroy it. Today it is fashionable in liberal, Protestant,

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


2
Christendom to downplay the importance of the resurrection or to deny it

altogether.

Modern, critical, scholars do all they can to help Satan do away with this

important doctrine. The Jesus Seminar founded in the late 80's by Robert Funk is

such a group. Started with appo. 30 scholars it has since grown to appo. 200.

They hold yearly meetings at which they sit around a U-shaped table discussing and

voting on incidents Jesus said or did as recorded in the Gospels. The procedure is

as follows:

After discussion of a saying or action recorded in the gospels a vote is taken

using a system of colored beads.

If the scholar puts a red bead in the basket it means he or she believes Jesus

said or did something pretty similar to what the Bible claims.

A pink bead means there is less certainty that he did.

A gray bead means Jesus didn't say or do it, But the Bible's rendering may still

have some spiritual value!

A black bead means the scholar believes the Gospel passage is flat out wrong!

It is fantastic to us who believe the Bible to hear of scholars who have the

audacity to pass judgement on the Holy Scriptures this way.

The Jesus Seminar group has come up with some incredible claims.

After years of research and study, Jesus Seminar scholars have determined that

Jesus wasn't resurrected, didn't do miracles, and may have endorsed homosexuality.

Theologian Gregory Boyd relates a story which reveals one of the potential

consequences of the current Jesus scholarship.

Carl had been listening to his friends' encouragement to make Jesus

Lord of his life. Something about his friends' talk and life rang true to

Carl. He was beginning to think that the Christian claims about Jesus

might actually be true. Then Carl read a newspaper article titled, "The

New Scholarly Views of Jesus" which reported that Jesus Seminar
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scholars had concluded "all four Gospels were full of myths". Carl's growing

faith was transformed into disbelief that there were actually people like

his Christian friends who took the Bible's view about Jesus seriously.

John Crossan, a leading Jesus Seminar participant and a Bible professor at

DePaul University in his book, "The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean

Jewish Peasant" asserts: "Jesus' body likely was buried in a shallow grave and eaten

by dogs"!

Today it is our purpose to examine some of the facts about the Resurrection.

It is outside the scope of this message but it can be demonstrated that the

Gospel accounts are thoroughly accurate and reliable historical accounts of Jesus'

life, death, burial and resurrection.

As we start our investigation into Jesus' resurrection we need first to establish

the facts of his death. One of the arguments Satan used against the resurrection

goes something like this…Jesus didn't die, He simply swooned and when he was

taken down and laid in the cool tomb he revived. This opens up several areas for

us to investigate. First let's examine the facts surrounding Jesus' death.

After enduring the agony in Gethsemane and a sleepless night, Jesus endured 3

Jewish and 3 Roman trials. The night before the crucifixion he was abused and

beaten by the Praetorian Guard. Then he was scourged. Many men died under the

scourge. A whip was used which tore into the victim's body until inner bone and

organs were exposed. The victim was a mass of quivering, bleeding flesh.

Some of the medical effects of the scourging would be:

1. The loss of a large amount of blood would cause the heart to race to pump

blood which wasn't there.

2. The blood pressure would drop causing fainting or collapse.

3. The kidneys would stop producing urine in order to maintain what volume of

blood was left.
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4. There would be an incredible thirst as the body craves fluids to replace the

lost blood volume.

We see these things happening to our Blessed Savior as He collapses under the

heavy crossbeam and as we hear him say, "I thirst".

Jesus was already in serious to critical condition before the nails were driven

through his hands and feet.

Then he was forced to march to Calvary and brutally nailed to the cross and

suspended above the ground.

The pain Jesus endured is indescribable. In fact a word was coined to describe

the pain of death by crucifixion. It's the word excruciating which literally means,

"out of the cross". There was nothing in the language of the day to describe the

pain, so a new word was needed.

Because of the strain on his heart Jesus died of cardiac arrest. We know that

because of the Roman soldier who ran the point of his spear into Jesus' side. John

records that when he drew out his spear blood and water came out. John didn't

realize it but this is clear evidence that Jesus was dead. If he would have been alive

there would have been spurts of blood only.

The water John saw came from effusion around the heart and lungs. It was

evidence of cardiac arrest and was absolute proof of Jesus' death.

But there are other witnesses to his death. The Roman soldiers who were sent

to break the legs of the crucified victims did not break Jesus' legs because he was

dead already. These guys were experts who understood death very well.

When Pilate was asked by Joseph of Arimathea for Jesus' body he was surprised

that he was dead already. It was not unusual for victims of crucifixion to linger for

days on the cross before dying. Pilate called the centurion, who assured him that

Jesus was dead. The soldiers were experts whose job was death and dying. If the

Roman centurion said he was dead, he was dead.
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Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus also believed Jesus was dead. They

reverently took the body down and wrapped it in cloths and spices before placing it

in the tomb.

The Jewish method of wrapping a body is instructive to our investigation of

Jesus' death. The body would be wrapped from the armpits to the toes with wide

strips of cloth. Then the arms were placed at the sides and were wrapped securely.

Then the wrapping was continued above the arms to cover the head. Spices and

semi-liquid ointments were wrapped together with the cloths so that the end result

was a sticky, tight very restricting binding completely encasing the corpse and

hardening as the ointments and spices reacted together.

So if Jesus would have revived, the congealed grave clothes would have

prevented his freeing himself. This is especially true in his weakened condition.

Not only was Jesus dead, but the second problem with the swoon theory is the

secured tomb.

Jesus was placed in a solid rock tomb. A large 4½' to 5' stone was rolled

against the door and a Roman guard was stationed to prevent unauthorized entry

or exit.

To make absolutely sure a Roman seal was attached to the stone. The seal said

the world, "if you mess with this seal you are a dead man!"

As John R. W. Stott asks,

Quote,

Are we to believe that after the rigours and pains of trial,

mockery, flogging and crucifixion he could survive thirty-six hours

in a stone sepulchre with neither warmth nor food nor medical

care? That he could then rally sufficiently to perform the

superhuman feat of shifting the boulder which secured the mouth
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of the tomb, and this without disturbing the Roman guard? That then, weak

and sickly and hungry, he could appear to the disciples in such a

way as to give them the impression that he had vanquished death?

That he could go on to claim that he had died and risen, could send

them into all the world and promise to be with them unto the end

of time? That he could live somewhere in hiding for forty days,

making occasional surprise appearance, and then finally disappear

without any explanation? Such credulity is more incredible than

Thomas' unbelief.

End of quotation

Let's examine the evidence of the stone. This is important for us in two areas.

First, Jesus would have to move it if he had in fact revived and left the tomb.

Second, if the disciples stole the body as some charged, they would have had to

move it. The Gospel of Mark tells us the stone was very great. I was fascinated to

discover, during my study that there is a very early manuscript of Mark 16:4 in the

Cambridge Library in England which says, "And when he was laid there, he [Joseph]

put against the tomb a stone which 20 men could not roll away."

This is a very significant statement because when manuscripts were coped if the

copier wished to emphasize his own interpretation he would insert it into the

margin. This comment in the text (not in the margin) could be a copy of a very

early manuscript and may have been copied by an eyewitness who was impressed

with the enormity of the stone. It has been calculated that a stone large enough to

cover a 4½' to 5' tomb door would weigh 1½ to 2 tons!

Not only was the stone large but there is evidence from the Gospel language

and from archaeology that the stone ran on an incline. In order to move it it

would have to be pushed uphill. The language used in some of the Gospel accounts

indicates that the stone was picked up and carried a short distance away from the
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tomb. All these facts argue against a weakened Christ or a small band of terrified

disciples moving the stone.

Then there is the guard. There are several possibilities, but I believe the guard

consisted of Roman soldiers, probably as many as 16. There were hardened,

trained, well-disciplined men who knew the penalty for sleeping on duty was death.

T.G. Tucker in Life in the Roman World of Nero and St. Paul (Macmillian Co.,

1917) gives the following vivid description of the weaponry a Roman soldier would

carry:

Quote

In his right hand he will carry the famous Roman pike. This is a

stout weapon, over 6 feet in length, consisting of a sharp iron head

fixed in a wooden shaft, and the soldier may either charge with it as

with a bayonet, or he may hurl it like a javelin and then fight at close

quarters with his sword. On the left arm is a large shield, which may

be of various shapes. One common form is curved inward at the sides

like a portion of a cylinder some 4 feet in length by 2½" in width:

another is six-sided—a diamond pattern, but with the points of the

diamond square away. Sometimes it is oval. In construction it is of

wickerwork or wood, covered with leather, and embossed with a blazon

or metal-work, one particularly well known being that of a thunderbolt.

The shield is not only carried by means of a handle, but may be

supported by a belt over the right shoulder. In order to be out of the

way of the shield, the sword—a thrusting rather than a slashing

weapon, approaching 3 feet in length—is hung at the right side by a

belt passing over the left shoulder. Though this arrangement may

seem awkward to us, it is to be remembered that the sword is not

required until the right hand is free of the pike, and that then, before
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drawing, the weapon can easily be swung around to the left by means of the

suspending belt. On the left side the soldier wears a dagger at his

girdle.

End of quotation

These guys were mean! Are we to believe that they were overpowered by a few

timid, unarmed disciples!

Matthew's account tells us the guard went to the chief priests, after being

overwhelmed by Jesus' presence as he arose. They were told to say that the

disciples came and stole the body while the guard was sleeping. This is so laughable

that it is hardly worth refuting but imagine a scene in court where the witness

would say, "Saw him steal my car while I was asleep." He would be laughed out of

court.

This brings us to another powerful evidence for the resurrection. The Jewish

leaders had a powerful motive to produce the body to prove he hadn't risen. If

they would have known where the body was they would have produced it

immediately and squashed this new religion in its tracks. They never questioned

the empty tomb. They simply invented a story to explain it away.

Jesus also appeared to over 500 people after his resurrection. Most of the

people were still alive when the apostles were preaching the resurrection. If the

Resurrection was not true they would have spoken up.

Another line of evidence is the changed lives of the disciples. Peter, who had

denied he even knew Jesus before the resurrection, boldly stood up and preached

on the Day of Pentecost. In Acts 4:20 Peter and John boldly told the Jewish leaders,

"We cannot stop speaking about the things which we have seen and heard."
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Consider the changed life of Saul of Tarsus. Before he met Jesus his life was

lived in a frenzy of persecution of those of the Christian Way. After he met Jesus

his life was poured out on the altar of serving his blessed Lord. He became

probably the greatest missionary and spokesman for Christ that the world has ever

known. Do you really believe that a dead Jesus could have inspired these changes?

And today a risen, alive Jesus continues to change lives. Each of us who knows

Jesus as Savior is a statement for the truth of the resurrection. We know he lives

because he lives within our hearts!

CONVERTED SCEPTICS

49. Sir William Ramsay

Sir William Mitchell Ramsay, in 1881, was a young man of sterling

integrity, unimpeachable character, culture, and high education. He

had a sincere desire to know the truth. He had been educated in an

atmosphere of doubt, which early brought him to the conviction

that the Bible was fraudulent.

"He had spent years deliberately preparing himself for the

announced task of heading an exploration expedition into Asia Minor

and Palestine, the home of the Bible, where he would 'dig up

evidence' that the Book was the product of ambitious monks, and

not the book from heaven it claimed to be. He regarded the weakest

spot in the whole New Testament to be the story of Paul't travels.

These had never been thoroughly investigated by one on the spot.

So he announced his plan to take the book of Acts as a guide, and by

trying to make the same journeys Paul made over that same routes

that Paul followed, thus prove that the apostle could never have

made them as described.
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"…Equipped as no other man had been, he went to the home of the Bible.

Here he spent fifteen years literally 'digging for the evidence.' Then

in 1896 he published a large volume on 'St. Paul the Traveler and

the Roman Citizen.'

"The book caused a furor of dismay among the skeptics of the

world. Its attitude was utterly unexpected, because it was contrary

to the announced intention of the author years before. The chagrin

and confusion of Bible opponents was complete. But their chagrin

and confusion increased, as for twenty years more, book after book

from the same author came from the press, each filled with

additional evidence of the exact, minute truthfulness of the whole

New Testament as tested by the spade on the spot. The evidence was

so overwhelming that many infidels announced their repudiation of

their former unbelief and accepted Christianity. And these books

have stood the test of time, not one having been refuted, nor have I

found even any attempt to refute them."

53. GIOVANNI PAPINI

"Although Giovanni Papini was one of the foremost Italian men of

letters, the publication of his Life of Christ in 1921 came as a

stunning surprise to many of his friends and admirers. For Papini

had been an atheist, a vocal enemy of the Church and a self-

appointed debunker of any form of mysticism. A more unlikely

source for a reverent portrait of Jesus could hardly be imagined.

"What brought about his sudden conversion—so reminiscent of

Saul's on the road to Damascus? Like many cynics he was, under the

surface, a tormented soul, disgusted with a humanity that could

accept the first Word War, unable to see hope for better things

unless, somehow, the hearts of men could be changed. And he

craved, as he later said, 'a crumb of certitude.'
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"During that war he took his family to live in a mountain village. There,

living with the peasants, observing their devotions, something began

to happen to him. Sometimes in the evenings, he was asked to read

aloud stories from the New Testament. This rediscovery of the Bible,

against the background of his own uncertainties, became a revelation

to him, and soon he determined to write his own version of the life

of Christ. Before long he became convinced that the only power that

could change the hearts of men was the teachings of Jesus.

"This conviction pervades the Life of Christ, a book, which, in the

words of a distinguished critic, 'will stand for many years as a

rallying sign for thousands making their way painfully to a less

inhuman, because a more Christlike, world.'"

50. FRANK MORRISON

Frank Morrison was an English journalist who set out to prove

that the story of Christ's resurrection was nothing but a myth.

However, his probings led him to the point where he placed his faith

in the risen Christ. Morrison went on to write a book on his findings

titled, Who Moved the Stone?

"I wanted to take this Last Phase of the life of Jesus, with all its

quick and pulsating drama, its sharp, clear-cut background of

antiquity, and its tremendous psychological and human interest—to

strip it of its overgrowth of primitive beliefs and dogmatic

suppositions, and to see this supremely great Person as He really

was.

"I need not stay to describe here how, fully ten years later, the

opportunity came to study the life of Christ as I had long wanted to

study it, to investigate the origins of its literature, to sift some of

the evidence at first hand, and to form my own judgment on the

problems which it presents. I will only say that it affected a
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revolution in my thought. Things emerged from that old-world story which

previously I should have thought impossible. Slowly but very

definitely the conviction grew that the drama of those unforgettable

weeks of human history was stranger and deeper than it seemed. It

was the strangeness of many notable things in the story which first

arrested and held my interest. It was only later that the irresistible

logic of their meaning came into view."

These men, skeptics who did not believe in Christ, were driven to become

Christians after making a thorough study of the facts. Their lives were changed by

a living, resurrected Christ.

There is also circumstantial evidence for the resurrection. First we look at the

disciples' willingness to die for their belief in the resurrection. No one knowingly

dies for a lie, but these men willingly, joyfully faced lions, swords, the torch and

other horrible means of death with joy. They were convinced of the truth of the

resurrection enough to die for it.

Another line of circumstantial evidence concerns key social structures. Other

nations have come and gone. National groups become assimilated into larger

groups and disappear, but not the Jews. The Jews placed incredible emphasis on

social structures, family, synagogue, the Sabbath— etc. They practiced these for

centuries. But 5 weeks after Jesus was crucified over 10,000 Jews followed him and

were willing to give up or alter 5 social structures they had been taught from

childhood.

First— was animal sacrifices. They had done this since Abraham and Moses but

now they stopped.

Second— The Law of Moses was very important to them, but they realized that

salvation came through Christ and not merely through keeping laws of Moses.
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Third— the keeping of the Sabbath— There was a very strict observation of

the Sabbath in Judaism. After Jesus' resurrection on Sunday they began to worship

on Sunday.

Fourth— Monotheism— belief in only one God. Christians believe in one God in

3 persons— Jews did not recognize Christ's deity— But after the resurrection

Christian Jews began to worship Jesus as God.

Fifth— Jews looked for Messiah as a powerful political/military ruler who would

deliver them from Rome.

The Jewish Christians accepted Christ as the suffering Messiah who died for the

sins of the world.

There is only one explanation for the fact that over 10,000 Jews would give up

5 key practices which had served them sociologically and theologically for centuries.

They had seen the risen Lord!

A final piece of circumstantial evidence in support of the resurrection is the

Church of Jesus Christ. The church which began shortly after the resurrection of

Christ spread rapidly until it overwhelmed the Roman world. If you were

wondering about the survival of the Roman Empire or a ragtag band of disciples

you would probably pick the Roman Empire. But the church became so pervasive

that today we name our sons Peter and Paul and our dogs Caesar and Nero! If you

don't believe in the truth of the resurrection today you have to come up with

another explanation for the Church.

We have looked at some of the evidence in support of the resurrection. There

are many more. Someone has written, "The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the best

attested fact of human history." Lee Strobel in the book The Case for Christ lists 8

implications for us if Christ is God and if He rose from the dead. I'd like to leave

them with you in closing.
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• If Jesus is the Son of God, his teachings are more than just good ideas

from a wise teacher; they are divine insights on which I can

confidently build my life.

• If Jesus sets the standard for morality, I can now have an unwavering

foundation for my choices and decisions, rather that basing them on

the ever-shifting sands of expediency and self-centeredness.

• If Jesus did rise from the dead, he's still alive today and available for

me to encounter on a personal basis.

• If Jesus conquered death, he can open the door of eternal life for me,

too.

• If Jesus has divine power, he has the supernatural ability to guide me

and help me and transform me as I follow him.

• If Jesus personally knows the pain of loss and suffering, he can

comfort and encourage me in the midst of the turbulence that he

himself warned is inevitable in a world corrupted by sin.

• If Jesus loves me as he says, he has my best interests at heart. That

means I have nothing to lose and everything to gain by committing

myself to him and his purposes.

• If Jesus is who he claims to be (and remember, no leader of any other

major religion has even pretended to be God), as my Creator he

rightfully deserves my allegiance, obedience, and worship.

(He is risen!— He is risen indeed!)
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