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Revelation chapter 1, vv 1-8

The book of Revelation unveils Christ’s full identity and God’s plan for the end of
the world. It focuses on Jesus Christ, His second coming, His victory over evil and the
establishme nt of His kingdom. The main message centers on the infinite love, power
and justice of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The first chapter forms an introduction to the book. It contains a brief paragraph
giving the title and purpose of the writing (vv 1-3).

Followed by the salutation (vv 4-8) and the vision of Chr ist (vv 9-20).
Chapter 1 is sometimes called the “prologue” to the book.
The Greek word is prologos…”pro” – before…”logos” – a discourse…An

introduction to a written work.
The book goes by two names.
The “Revelation” or the “Apocalypse”.
Apokalupsis is the Greek word for unveiling or revealing.
It is used of God’s will being revealed to us. Paul says in Galatians 2:2 that it was

because of a "revelation" that he went up to Jerusale m.
It is used of God’s truth being revealed to man. In Gal. 1:12 Paul says he received

his gospel not from men, but by "revelation" from Jesus Christ. The message of the
preacher in the Christian assembly is a revelation.

1 Cor. 14:6…But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues,

what will I profit you unless I speak to you either by way of revelation
or of knowledge or of prophecy or of teaching?1

The word is especially used of the revelation of the power and the holiness of God
which will come at the last days. That will be an “unveiling” of “judgement” for the
believer and praise and glory for the unbeliever.

A “revelation” by its very nature, exposes what was formerly hidden or secret.
The revelation recorded in this book will show God’s servants what must soon

take place2. This information had been formerly veiled but would now be
disclosed.

There were many Jewish apocalyptic works in John’s time. They featured

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
2The Revised Standard Version, 1973, 1977.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


2

spectacular and mysterious imagery as well as hidden secrets. Many of these writings
were pessimistic, often writte n under the name of an ancient hero.

The book of Revelation is apocalyptic but different in several ways:

• It names John as the author rather than an ancient hero.
• It denounces evil and e xhorts people to high Christian standards.
• It offers hope rather than gloom.

John was not a psychic attempting to predict the future, but rather a prophet
bringing God’s message to His people.

Note: v 1…The revelation is of Jesus Christ3. There are several ways to

translate the phrase of Jesus Christ4.
It seems best to see it in the sense of “Jesus Christ gives the revelation” or “Jesus

Christ made the revelation”.
Phillips translates, "This is a revelation from Jesus Christ."
Barkley translates, “This is the revelation revealed by Jesus Christ.”
The source of the revelation (v1) is God…which God gave unto him5

Someone comments, “The Father is the ultimate revealer…The Son is the medium
through whom the revelation passes to men.”

The recipients of the revelation are God’s bond-servants.
The word translated servants6 in the KJ is the Greek doulos and the Hebrew

ebedh.
The words usually mean a slave—often as here doulos is translated as bond slave.
There is a beautiful Hebrew picture behind that word. A Hebrew slave was

required to be set free after a certain time period. If that slave had married and had a
family they were all slaves. The freedom only applied to the one slave.

If he chose to leave he was leaving his wife and children. If he decided that he
loved his master and wished to remain with him and with his family he told his
master he would be his “bond-slave” forever.

3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
5The King James Version, 1769.
6The King James Version, 1769.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


3

There was a special ceremony in which the slave was taken to the city gate. His
ear was placed against the heavy timber and a hole was bored through the lobe in
such a way that a lasting scar resulted.

That scar told the world, “ I love my master. I have promised to serve him forever.
I am his bond-slave.”

In v 1 believers are described as God’s bond-servants7. Are you a “bond-
servant” of God?

Do you serve Him in love and obedie nce?
Are you His “bond-servant” forever?
The greatest men in Scripture regarded it a high honor to be a servant of God.
Abraham, Jacob, Caleb and Joshua, Moses, David, Elijah, Job, the apostles and all

Christians are servants of God.

Barkley says,

We must note the width of this service. Moses the law-giver; Abraham,
the adventurous pilgrim; David, shepherd boy, sweet singer of Israel, King of
the nation; Caleb and Joshua, soldiers and men of action; Elijah and Isaiah,
prophets and men of God; Job, faithful in misfortune; the apostles, who bore to
men the story of Jesus; every Christian—all are servants of God. There is none
whom God cannot use, if He will submit to His service.

End of quote

Are we submitted to His service?

The word must8 is very significant. It de notes not merely the hasty
consummation of things, but the absolutely sure fulfillment of the divine purpose.

The phrase things which must shortly take place9, literally, “what is
necessary to happen in short (soon)”.

There are two possible meanings of this phrase.

7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
9The Holy Bible, New King James Version, 1982.
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(1) That the events depicted will happen in rapid-fire fashion, that is once the
events begin to happen they will occur very quickly; or

(2) That the events depicted can happen soon, that is the time of fulfillment will
not extend beyond the normal, natural, customary sense of soon.

So the basic question is: Is John describing how the events will happen or whe n
they will happen?

Those teaching a pre-trib rapture use this clause to support their argument of
immine ncy. Give n that 1,900 years have passed, it’s hard to press the meaning of

soon10. So the conclusion is weak at best.
If John meant the events would happen soon this would seem to contradict Matt.

24:36 which states, But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.11. So John could not
have said how soon the Lord would return unless God gave him direct revelation.

It seems most logically and theologically correct to understand the phrase to
indicate how the events will occur. The events of the Lord’s return will happen
quickly. Matthew 24 indicates that they will happe n in less than 3 ½ years.

In God’s timetable these events are scheduled definitely, but that timetable is not
ours to read.

The ne xt clause is important to note: and he [God] sent and signified it by

his angel unto his servant John12
The verb signified13 comes from a word meaning “a sign”. Here it means “to

give a sign, to signify, indicate or make known, report, communicate.
This seems to point to the liberal use of signs and symbols in the writing.
Much of the book is symbolic rather than literal.
The text says the revelation was signified by his angel14.
It is probably best to take this as representing all the individual angels who in the

10The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
12The King James Version, 1769.
13The King James Version, 1769.
14The King James Version, 1769.
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different visions have the office of significant declaration.
The literal meaning of angel is “messenger”. Angels are seen at least seven times

in the revelation and are used by God throughout the Old and New Testament to
communicate His revelation to me n.

This revelation was sent to His bond servant John.
According to tradition John, the author, was the only one of Jesus’ original twelve

disciples who was still alive in approx. AD 95.
John also wrote the gospel of John and the letters of 1, 2 and 3 John.
In the Revelation the thunder of God’s justice bursts forth. John was on the island

of Patmos as a prisoner of Rome for his witness about Jesus Christ.

In v 2 John says he bore witness to:
1. The Word of God
2. The testimony of Jesus Christ
and
3. To all that he saw.

The The Twentieth Century New Testament renders this verse, “…who testified
to God's message and to the testimony about Jesus Christ, omitting nothing of what
he saw."

The Greek root for the word witness is martyr. This may be a play on words that
is not translatable in English.

The word translated testimony15 may also mean “martyrdom”, while bore

witness16 is from a verb that may mean “to become a martyr”.
There is a close connection, for those who bore witness and gave testimony were

candidates for martyrdom in the days of persecution. That is why the Greek word for
witness finally came to mean “martyr”.

of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus17 could be rendered,
“the revelation imparted by God and attested by Christ”.

15The King James Version, 1769.
16The Revised Standard Version, 1973, 1977.
17The King James Version, 1769.
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and of all things that he saw18 is literally “as many things as he saw”.
The and19 is not in the best Greek texts. Many commentators take this clause to

be in opposition with the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus. This could be
translated “who testif ies to what he saw—to the message of God and the testimony of
Jesus Christ.”

V 3 contains a threefold blessing on three recipients.
First is he that readeth20. The normal reading would lead us to think that

reading the Revelation in private would be blessed. This is surely true, but the
conte xt indicates clearly that the reference is to one who reads the book to others.
We read they that hear21.

The RSV reads, Blessed is he who reads aloud22.
Books /and scrolls were rare and expensive. Many people did not own the m.

Many people could not read. So public readers, then clergy, and finally a special
position of reader were created.

Whe n this book was written and circulated there was only one copy. It would
have been read aloud while the congregation listened.

Second, John says blessed are those who hear the words of the prophecy.
And third, blessed are those who heed 23

James tells us But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only24

Jesus says in Luke 11:28 (NKJV), blessed are those who hear the word of

God and keep it!25 "Hear" and "keep" are important words and are major the mes
of the book. Whe n used together, as here, they mean "to persuade in faithful
obedience". At the end of v 3 we read (NAS) for the time is near26. This is an
amazing state ment. John wrote that the time was near approximately 2,000 years ago!
Surely every believer must be ready for the events of the end times.

These people thought they were living in the "last times". How much nearer we

18The King James Version, 1769.
19The King James Version, 1769.
20The King James Version, 1769.
21The King James Version, 1769.
22The Revised Standard Version, 1973, 1977.
23The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
24The King James Version, 1769.
25The Holy Bible, New King James Version, 1982.
26The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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are to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.
No one knows when Christ's coming, the last judgement and the establishment of

Christ's kingdom are coming. So all believers must be prepared. These events will
happen quickly. There will be no second chances to change minds or to switch sides.

Are you ready to meet Him?
We should note that there are seven blesseds in the Revelation.
1. We have just looked at the first—Blessed is he who reads, hears and obeys the

Word of God.
2. In chapter 14:13, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from

henceforth27
3. In chapter 16 v 15, Blessed is he who is awake, keeping his

garments28
4. In chapter 19 v 19, Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage

supper of the Lamb.29
5. In chapter 20 v 6, Blessed and holy is he who shares in the first

resurrection!30
6. In chapter 22 v 7, Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy

of this book.31
7. And in chapter 22 v 14, Blessed are those who do His

commandments32

In v 4 John says he writes to the seven churches that are in Asia.
Asia is not the present continent of Asia, but always in the NT it is the Roman

province. It included the western seacoast of Asia Minor on the shores of the
Mediterranean, with Phrygia, Mysia, Caria and Lycia in the hinterland. Its capital
was the city of Pergamum.

The seven churches are listed in v 11 where we read Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum,
Thyatria, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laeodicea.

We know there were other churches in Asia. We may wonder why John singled

27The King James Version, 1769.
28The Revised Standard Version, 1973, 1977.
29The Revised Standard Version, 1973, 1977.
30The Revised Standard Version, 1973, 1977.
31The Revised Standard Version, 1973, 1977.
32The Holy Bible, New King James Version, 1982.
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out these seven. There may be several reasons.
First, these seven churches could be regarded as the centers of seven postal

districts. They were on a kind of ring road which circled the interior of the province.
Letters delivered to these seven cities would easily circulate to the surrounding

area cities and churches. Since each letter was handwritten, each letter would need
to be sent where it would reach most easily the greatest number of people.

Second, anyone reading the Revelation will see John's preference for the number
seven. We see groups of sevens 54 times:

There are seven candlesticks…
seven stars…

seven lamps…
seven seals…

seven horns…
seven eyes…

seven thunders…
seven angels…

seven plagues…
seven bowls…

…and on and on—54 groups of sevens.
The ancie nt peoples regarded seven as the perfect number, and we see it running

all through the book.
Early commentators drew an interesting conclusion.
Seven is the perfect number because it stands for completeness.
So when John wrote to seven churches he was writing to the whole church.
A third reason John chose seven churches may be that these were churches in

which he exercised authority. They may have been churches which he had visited
and served in. In a special way they would have been his churches. By speaking to
them he sent a message first to those who knew and loved him best, and the n through
them to every church in every generation.

Eerdman writes about the selection of seven churches:
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The seven churches addressed were therefore representative of the whole
church in all the world and in all ages. Thus John is addressing the entire
book to the church universal

John greets the seven churches with the same formula that is found at the
beginning of Peter and Paul's epistles.

Grace be unto you, and peace33
Grace34 is Greek and speaks of the bestowing of unearned and unmerited favor.
peace35 is the Hebrew shalom, and used together the two words unite Greek

and Hebrew elements and give to both a Christian fullness of meaning.
It is always grace and peace, because we can only e xperience peace through God's

grace. John says they come from him which is, and which was, and which is

to come36
This is a reference primarily to the Father as the eternal one.
Lenski says, "The one who is means 'who is timelessly from eternity to eternity'".
The one who was means "who was before time and the world began"
And the one who is coming when time shall be no more, when He shall come for

the final judgment—The coming One is highly messianic.
The third phrase here which is to come37 is more literally "He who is

coming".
In the second place grace and peace come from the seven Spirits which are before

the throne. The seven Spirits here stand for the completeness and universality of the
working of God's Holy Spirit.

The sevenfold Spirit is before the throne. Remember chapter 4 where the seven
torches burning before the throne are the seven Spirits of God.

The Spirit of God proceeds from God's throne to make God and man one.
In the third place grace and peace come from Jesus Chr ist, in v 5 described under

three figures.
First Jesus Christ is the faithful witness38

33The King James Version, 1769.
34The King James Version, 1769.
35The King James Version, 1769.
36The King James Version, 1769.
37The King James Version, 1769.
38The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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faithful39 means trustworthy.
Christ was trustworthy and faithful in His earthly ministry but we should not

limit it to that.
He is the one through whom each divine revelation occurs; who communicates

prophetic messages; and who testifies to the truth by reproving, admonishing and
comforting the churches.

Jesus is also the first begotten of the dead40, probably better translated "the
firstborn". This was a messianic title.

The term firstborn41 refers not to time as in being born first, but to position.
Jesus Christ, as God, was not born, but He is exalted as God to be head or ruler over
all of creation.

The threefold title--witness42, firstborn43, ruler44—answers to the
threefold purpose of the apocalypse, which is at once a divine testimony, a revelation
of the risen Lord and a forecast of the issues of history. These two verses 4 & 5
portray the trinity—Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

In vv 5b and 6 John breaks into a spontaneous outburst of praise. He has been
thinking of Christ as the risen ruling Lord of all. Unto him that loved us45

should read "to the One who loves us". Christ loved us, died for us and is in heaven
interceding for us.

In place of washed46 the older manuscripts have "loosed" us. The two words
are similar in spelling.

The correct translation is "to Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by
His blood." The first clause emphasizes the abiding love of the redeemer; the second
the finished act of redemption. His blood was the price He paid to free us from the
slavery of sin.

39The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
40The King James Version, 1769.
41The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
42The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
43The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
44The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
45The King James Version, 1769.
46The King James Version, 1769.
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The result of this redemption in v 6, He hath made us kings and priests

unto God and his Father47.
Peter calls us a royal priesthood48

Ex. 19:6 reads, And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests49.

Christ has made us a kingdom, each member of which is a priest unto God.
Eerdman writes, "Since we are priests we should be offering continually the

sacrifices of praise and of self-denial and of loving ministry, pouring out our lives in
intercession and in sympathetic service to our fellow men."

The doxology e nds in Paul's style, to him be glory and dominion for ever

and ever. Amen.50
It has been pointed out that John's doxologies increase in volume as he progresses.

Here it is twofold--glory and dominion51. In chapter 4 v 11 it is threefold where
we read, glory and honour and power52.

And in chapter 7 v 12 sevenfold where we read, Blessing, and glory, and

wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto
our God for ever and ever. Amen.53

No one can praise and honor God too much!
How do we do? Do our lives bring glory and honor and praise to Him?

The expression for ever and ever54 is literally "to the ages of the ages" or "for
timeless ages". It occurs twelve times more in the Revelation.

The practice of putting "Ame n" at the end of prayer or praise began very early. It
means "so be it" or "truly".

In v 7 we see a prophecy of Christ's triumphant second coming in judgement and
deliverance. Every eye shall see Him. We don't know how that will happe n, but
with today's technology people around the globe can witness events simultaneously.

47The King James Version, 1769.
48The King James Version, 1769.
49The King James Version, 1769.
50The King James Version, 1769.
51The King James Version, 1769.
52The King James Version, 1769.
53The King James Version, 1769.
54The King James Version, 1769.
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even those who pierced Him55 - The OT quotation is taken from Zech.
12:10. The same passage is quoted in John 19:37. Only John's gospel mentions the
piercing of Jesus' side. The fact that the wording here and in John 19:37 agrees
strikingly gives considerable support to the common authorship of the fourth gospel
and the revelation.

This prediction of judgeme nt is not restricted to the Jewish nation. It applies also
to the Romans and to all those who "crucify the Son of God afresh".

and all kindreds [tribes] of the earth shall wail [or mourn] because of

him56
It will truly be an awesome and terrifying sight to see Him coming on a great

white charger in judgement knowing one is not ready to meet Him.
In chapter 6 we are told the kings and the great men of the earth hid in the rocks

and mountains and called for them to fall on them to hide them from the presence of
Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb.

Truly it will be terrifying to behold Christ come if we have not accepted Him as
savior and Lord of our lives.

In the Even so, Amen57 Christ is represented as the personalized divine amen,
the guarantor in person of the truth declared by Him.

In v 8 John is e mphasizing the deity of Jesus Christ.
Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. The phrase is

seen to express not only eternity but infinitude, the boundless life which e mbraces all
while it transcends all. The best Greek texts have "The Lord God" instead of the
"Lord".

Almighty58 occurs only once elsewhere in the NT but is found nine times in the
Revelation.

In v 7 and 8 John states the summary the me of the whole book, of all the
revelations he has seen, v 7, and in v8 he attaches Christ's own signature.

In the rest of the chapter John will atte mpt to describe this magnifice nt divine
Christ.

You and I need to daily, with our lives, bring glory and honor to Him.

55The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
56The King James Version, 1769.
57The King James Version, 1769.
58The King James Version, 1769.
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Do we?

Mummerts
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