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Rev. 16:12-21

Rev. chapters 6 and 8 describe the seal judgeme nts upon the earth. They are followed by
seven trumpet judgements. Together the seal and trumpet judgements deal out incredible
destruction upon the earth.

In chapter 15 seven angels are given seven golden bowls which contain the seven last
plagues which will come upon the earth.

As terrible as the seal and trumpet judgements are, the bowl judgements will be worse.
The bowls are apparently like the small low-rimmed wash bowls that were used in John's
day.

Apparently unlike the seal/trumpet judgements which take several months for some of
them, the bowl judge ments follow each other in rapid succession. The wash bowl was wide
and shallow so the user could quickly empty it by flinging it sideways. The bowl judgeme nts
mete out to an unbelieving world the final punishment of God's wrath against a wicked
world.

It will not be pretty. We have seen already in chapter 16 five of the seven bowl
judgements.

Bowl 1 caused great, grievous sores on men who had the beast's mark.
Bowl 2 caused the pollution of the seas and the death of everything in it.
Bowl 3 caused the pollution of all the inland water. Now all water on earth is poisoned.
Bowl 4 gave the sun the power to scorch men. One of the commentators pointed out the

difference between a sunburn which is the burning of the top layer of skin. We know that
can be incredibly painful. There are several layers of skin. To burn the top layer causes pain
but is not life-threatening. Apparently these people are scorched right down to the bottom
layer. This will e xpose bone and muscle and is incredibly painful and can be life threatening.
Even in the face of this v 9 says they repented not or gave God glory.

Bowl 5 plunged mankind into intense darkness. Again they did not repent but gnawed
their tongues for pain.

v 12 brings us to the sixth bowl.
The sixth angel poured out his bowl upon the river "Euphrates", and the water was dried

up that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.
The Euphrates is a major river in Asia.
Approximately 1,750 miles long, emptying into the Persian Gulf. The city of Babylon lay
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on this river known as the "Great River" or "The River" to the Hebrews. It formed the
northern border of the land promised to Israel by God.

It is the longest, largest and most important river in western Asia.
This is reminiscent of the sixth trumpet judgeme nt when a great army arose from the

Great River region to kill a third of mankind.
We are told that the purpose of this unparalleled drying of the river is that God prepares a

way for the kings of the east. Kings and not a king suggests individual nations still e xist at
this time.

We are not told when these kings form their coalition. The important thing for us to
remember is that God prepares the way for the Kings. At the beginning of the 20th century
many of the nations of the world were monarchies.

By the end of the century there are only a few monarchies surviving. Several kings or
their sons are in e xile.

Nations like Russia, China, Iraq, Cambodia, Afghanistan, Laos and Iran are or were
monarchies.

It may be possible to look for the restoration of monarchies in nations to the east of Israel
past the Euphrates as a sign of the final phase of human history as we know it.

Some island nations east of Israel like Japan & Indonesia may cease to exist whe n the
islands are destroyed at the pouring out of the seventh bowl. In John's day the Euphrates
River formed the eastern boundary of the Roman Empire. The land to the east was a great
unknown. Who could tell what mighty kings lurked there. The Parthians (Parth e ans)
from there had twice defeated the mighty Roman army. Rome had signed a peace treaty
with the m. But Rome was always wary about the Parthian hordes which might attack from
beyond the River. The River stood as a natural barrier protecting the eastern flank of the
empire.

The drying of the rivers or bodies of water is not new. In the time of Cyrus the Euphrates
flowed right through the city of Babylon. The city was thought to be impregnable. Cyrus,
by a brilliant engineering feat, left half of his army around Babylon. He took the other half
upstream and in a brilliant engineering feat diverted the river into a lake.

The water stopped flowing; the troops marched into the city on the riverbed and
conquered the unconquerable city.

In the O.T. God prepared a dry road through the Red Sea so the Israelites could pass.
Pharoah's army found the going a little sticky and very wet when they followed.

God performed a miracle at Jericho whe n Israel entered the promised land. The river was
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deep and wide. The spring rains had swollen and wide ned it. It was swift and dangerous.
God told the priests to step into the river. The minute their feet slapped the waters they

parted and Israel passed over on dry ground. So it won't be a big deal for God to dry up the
river for the kings of the east.

In v 13 John sees three unclean spirits like frogs. We don't know if they really resembled
frogs or if the language is symbolic.

This is probably a reference to the second plague in Egypt. The frog is listed by kind as an
unclean animal in Lev. 11:10.

The frog is symbolic of the unclean. They are slippery and slimy. Their constant,
monotonous croaking is symbolic of emptiness.

We are told they come from the mouth of the dragon, the beast and the false prophet.
One spirit from each? Or three spirits from one of the m.

The Greek word for spirit is pneuma, the primary meaning of which is breath.
These demonic spirits are breathed out of the mouth of the unholy trinity—the dragon,

the beast and the false prophet.
This breathing out of evil is contrasted to Jesus breathing the Holy Spirit on His disciples.

The unholy trinity consists of:

the Dragon, who Rev. 12:9 tells us is the devil and Satan.
the Beast – the one who came from the sea (Rev. 13:1), identified as the first beast1 in

Rev. 13:12.
the False Prophet – the second beast which came out of the earth (Rev. 13:11 and 14)

It is interesting to me that Satan always has his counterfeit. Here the unholy trinity
counterfeits the holy trinity of God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit.

v 14 - spirits of devils2 (demons3) "demonic spirits"
working miracles4 - doing signs
In the O.T. false prophets performed signs as supposed proofs of their divine calling.

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
2The King James Version, 1769.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
4The King James Version, 1769.
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Deut 13:1-3:

1 “If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and
gives you a sign or a wonder,
2 and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he
spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods (whom you have not
known) and let us serve them,’
3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer
of dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to find out if you love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.5

Christ warned such men would appear in the church… Mark 13:22 - for false Christs

and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order to
lead astray, if possible, the elect.6

There is a striking parallel in II Thes. 2:8-9:

8Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay
with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the
appearance of His coming;
9that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of
Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders,7

Acts 13:6 mentions a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus.

These three demons go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole

world8
…and persuade them to fight against God!

Before the world wars Swete wrote about this:

There have been times when nations have been seized by a passion for war
which the historian can but imperfectly explain. It is such an epoch that the

5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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seer foresees, but one which unlike any that has come before it, will involve
the whole world in war

Today communication and the interconnectedness of mankind make it possible, even
likely for the entire earth to be involved in the same war. It does not take much prophetic
insight to see that today the stage is being set for the great conflict at the end of the age. It is
incredible that the evil spirits will be able to persuade the kings of the world to fight against
God Almighty.

v 15 appears to be a parenthesis in the passage. John inserts a special note of warning to
his own.

II Peter 3:10 says, But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night9.

Here we read, Christ speaking, Behold, I come as a thief.10
Both Christ and Paul during their ministries have sounded this warning. Now it comes

again. It is followed by Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments,

lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.11
The Greeks saw no shame in nakedness. The games were often performed in the nude in

order to lessen any hindrance.

To the Jew it was a tragic disgrace to be caught naked, not to be properly clothed.
The spiritual application is obvious. We must be clothed with the righteousness of Christ

and be watching if we would be ready for His coming.
Jesus states in John 10:10, The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy12.

This is what a thief does.
Another issue is how the thief operates.
He comes sudde nly and unexpectedly.
Paul indicates in I Thes. 5:12 that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief

in the night13

8The King James Version, 1769.
9The King James Version, 1769.
10The King James Version, 1769.
11The King James Version, 1769.
12The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
13The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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The point, with reference to Armageddon, is obvious. The Lord will suddenly appear and
the unprepared will suffer a great disaster. In the context of the sixth bowl which causes the

kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great
day of God, the Almighty14, this is a clear warning—Stay away. The only way to
escape disaster at Armageddon for the kings of the whole world is to stay away. If they come
to the battle they will die.

The lesson of the thief is he comes sudde nly and he comes unexpectedly. We do not
know when Christ will return. We do know He will come quickly and une xpectedly. We
must keep our garments on and be watching. There may be an application from John's day
referred to here. The temple guards were admonished to keep alert, to be watchful. The
supervising guard would check on them. We are told if a guard was found sleeping he was
stripped, his clothing was burned, and he was forced to leave naked.

The image of a man having disrobed and fallen asleep who is the n caught sleeping,
awake ned by surprise and forced to parade about naked is clear…Alfred Edersheim is
helpful at this point. In his book The Temple, Its Ministries and Service, he writes,

Perhaps one of the most striking instances of this kind is afforded by the
words quoted at the head of this chapter—'Blessed is he that watcheth, and
keepeth his garments.' They literally describe, as we learn from the Rabbis,
the punishme nt awarded to the Temple-guards if found asleep at their posts;
and the Rabbinical account of it is curiously confirmed by the somewhat naïve
confession of one of their number, that on a certain occasion his own maternal
uncle had actually undergone the punishment of having his clothes set on fire
by the captain of the Temple as he went his rounds at night…During the night
the 'captain of the Temple' made his rounds. On his approach the guards had
to rise and salute him in a particular manner. Any guard found asleep when
on duty was beaten, or his garments were set on fire…(A. Edershem, The
Temple, Its Ministries and Service)

v 16 And he15 - better translated they16 - referring to the three unclean demons,

14The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
15The King James Version, 1769.
16The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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gathered them [the armies of the nations] together to the place which in Hebrew

is called [Armageddon] Har-Magedon.17 (NAS)
We all have probably heard about Armageddon for all of our lives. I was fascinated to

discover that there is no agreement among scholars about what geographical location is in
view here.

The Heb. translation of the word into English is probably most like "the mountains of
Megiddo". The Greek form Armageddon means the city of Megiddo.

Incidentally the Heb. word Har-Magedon18 occurs only here in the Bible. So where is
it?

It appears that a literal geographical location is in view.
It also appears that John's audience was familiar with the name/place.
Armageddon is the word used in Rev. 16:16 to describe the gathering place for the kings

of the whole world. It will be a tremendous battle. The outcome has never been in question.
Many of us think we know the location of the battle, but diff iculties surround the passage
with respect to the place being described in the text. Mageddo in Greek is the way of
writing the Hebrew town of Megiddo. But there are problems with this location.

Some factors which support Megiddo as the location are:

Megiddo was a site of tremendous military importance. It had figured greatly in the past
history of Israel. A glance at a map will show its military importance.

The Mediterranean Sea and the Lake of Galilee are separated by hills and plains.
To the north Mt. Carmel blocks the plains along the Sea.
To the south the coastal f lats e xtend for miles along the Mediterranean, providing a

highway in and out of Egypt.
Through the centuries armies have marched along that route going either from Egypt to

Israel or from Israel to Egypt.
East of the coastal flats short and the n rugged hills hinder the entrance of armies into

Israel. Megiddo was so important because it was the only ope ning into Galilee from the
northern coastal route. Armies coming in or out had to pass through Megiddo. Whoever
controlled Megiddo controlled the whole northern land of Israel.

Josiah tried to stop Pharaoh Necho from going to assist the Syrian kings. He was killed at

17The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
18The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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Megiddo.
King Saul had suffered defeat and died 400 years before Josiah just south of Megiddo.
Barak and Deborah had stopped the Canaanites near here.
Their song of victory is listed in Judges 5:19-22…

19“The kings came and fought;
Then fought the kings of Canaan
At Taanach near the waters of Megiddo;
They took no plunder in silver.

20 “The stars fought from heaven,
From their courses they fought against Sisera.

21 “The torrent of Kishon swept them away,
The ancient torrent, the torrent Kishon.
O my soul, march on with strength.

22 “Then the horses’ hoofs beat
From the dashing, the dashing of his valiant steeds.19

It was just north of Megiddo where Gideon triumphed over the host of the Midianites. So
when Armageddon is related to Megiddo the place is associated with important Hebrew
military conquests and is rich in O.T. significance. Zechariah 12:11 speaks of the weeping of
Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.

There are a few problems with the location as it relates to Rev. 16:16.
"Armageddon" seems to be derived from two Hebrew words "Har-Magedon", meaning the

mount of Megiddo. But Megiddo is not on a mountain, nor do other early literature sources
mention a mountain there. Megiddo lies in the plain of Jezreel (Jewish name or Esdraelon
(es druh ee lon), which is its Greek name.

Two great mountains stand northeast and southeast of Megiddo—Mt. Tabor and Mt.
Gilboa.

Between these two mountains run the valley, or plain, of Jezreel or Esrdaelon (es druh ee
lun), which is 15 miles wide at its widest point.

This is apparently the location of God's great slaughter of the nations which is depicted in
Rev. 19:1-21.

We have already looked at its significance to early Jewish military history.
In the 18th century the plain was swampy, brush-filled, mosquito-infested and

19The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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nonproductive. It was owned by abse ntee Arab landlords who did not work the ground.
The Jewish settlers, before the founding of the state of Israel in 1948, paid exorbitant

prices for the land. They performed backbreaking feats as they dug drainage ditches, hacked
underbrush and died from malaria. Their sacrif ices turned it into a productive area.

Today in the modern state of Israel the valley is the breadbasket of Israel. It is a fertile
green plain covered with fields of wheat, cotton, sunflowers and corn. The fields are dotted
with vast herds of sheep and cattle. It is truly a fertile, peaceful, beautiful valley which gives
no hint that it will be one day the scene of the climactic battle of the ages.

Lewis Foster writes about this in The Standard Bible Comme ntary,

With respect to the difficulty of exact translation and location it appears that
"mountain of Megiddo" should be the translation with the understanding that it is a
combination deliberately used for an apocalyptic figure. It may not be the
geographical place, but indicates the crossroads of the world, the very gateway
through the mountains where the final confrontation will take place.

The basic message is clear from all of these plagues: An end is coming. God will be
just. The evil ones will suffer and be defeated. Wherever and whenever the last
conflicts take place, the God who was with Moses and with His own son will also be
with each of His followers

End of quotation

In v 17 the seventh and final angel pours out his bowl.
It is interesting to note that the bowl is poured into the air.
The earth (land), water, fire and air are the four elements that are the objects of God's

wrath. The contents of the seventh bowl produce massive disturbances in nature.
The NAS says there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of

thunder20. Certainly an awesome, frightening time, but the main phe nomenon was a
great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so
mighty an earthquake, and so great21.

The first-century was noted for its many severe earthquakes, but this would be the worst

20The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
21The King James Version, 1769.
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one ever known to man.
The massive and continual shaking and destruction in the nation of Haiti will be small

compared to this earthquake.
As a result of the earthquake the great city was divided into three parts and the cities of

the nations fell.
The great city is not identified. In Rev. 11:8 it appears that Jerusalem is called the great

city. It seems that Jerusale m is the city in view here. Why is it split into three parts?
We don't know, but there is an intriguing Scripture in Zechariah 13:8…

“It will come about in all the land,”
Declares the LORD,
“That two parts in it will be cut off and perish;
But the third will be left in it.22

Also Zechariah 14:2 indicates that God will leave a segment of His people in Jerusale m
when the nations gather to destroy it.

Zechariah 14:5 states that God will empty Jerusalem of His people just prior to His arrival
with His angels for the battle of Armageddon. These Scritptures may point to the
destruction of Jerusale m which will be highlighted for us in Rev. 17-18.

The cities of the nations (Gentiles) are in contrast to the great city (Jews).
Babylon the great is the third entity to suffer as the result of the earthquake. Who

Babylon the great refers to has not been defined in the text. This is the second reference to it
in the book. Whatever it is, God will pour out the worst expression of His wrath the world
will ever know upon it. The stateme nt in the ESV version is chilling and terrifying – "to
make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath". No one wants to face God's
wrath.

In v 17 a loud voice comes from the throne in the temple of heaven saying, “It is

done.”23.
Since the temple is e mpty this must be God's voice announcing the end of His outpouring

of wrath and judgeme nt with the pouring of the seventh bowl.
The rest of the seventh bowl will be explained in Rev. 17-19 where we see the destruction

of the city and the kingdom of the beast.

22The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
23The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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The incredible destruction of the earthquake is seen in v 20 where we are told that every
island fled away and the mountains were not found.

"to flee away" suggests more than merely moved out of their places.
Exactly what happe ns to the islands cannot be stated dogmatically.
The best sense might be that the islands cease to exist.
The mountains were not found—Literally "The mountains were not found or they

disappeared".
In v 21 we see an incredible hailstorm.
In Exodus 9 we see a great hailstorm mingled with fire.
After the hail and fire stopped the proud Pharaoh sinned again by failing to recognize the

God of the Hebrews. He refused to let them go.
In today's text the hailstones weighed up to 100 lbs. each! Can you imagine the

destruction 100 lb. hailstones would cause.
You would think men would be falling before this God and acknowledging His mighty

power.
Tragically, we see them cursing and blaspheming the God of heaven because of the hail.

Today men and women do not need to curse God to be lost. They simply need to ignore
Him. If you are here without Christ as your savior you are headed for the same incredible
destruction as the people in today's text. You have time, place and opportunity. Tragically
they do not. If you are here without Christ I urge you as Christ's ambassador in this place,
accept Christ's offer of pardon while there is still time.

As we sing will you stand or come forward to accept Christ as savior.

Mummerts – Feb. 2010

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm

