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Revelation 7 vv 1-8

Chapter 7 of Revelation is an interlude between the breaking of the sixth and the seventh
seal.

In chapter 4 we entered the great throne room of heave n. We witnessed the holy,
omnipotent, all-knowing, sovereign God of the universe on His throne.

He was surrounded by 24 thrones holding 24 elders or "ancient ones". Four living
creatures having six wings full of eyes in front and behind stood before the throne.

The 24 elders and the four living creatures were engaged in worship of God Almighty.

They were saying:

“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS

AND WHO IS TO COME.”1

“Worthy art thou, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
for thou didst create all things,

and by thy will they existed and were created.” 2

The text says they never cease their worship day or night.
In chapter 5 John is shown a book in the hand of the One who sat on the throne.
A strong angel proclaimed, “Who is worthy to open the book and to break its

seals?”3
We should say something about the book.
It would actually have been a scroll, probably made of papyrus and rolled up with seven

wax seals securing its opening.
Books such as we have would come later and would be called a codex or codices. It is

important to recognize that the seven seals were on the outer surface of the scroll. The
replica I have will g ive you the idea. The seal was very important. The seal in the ancient
world was made of wax which sealed and secured the document. The n a signet ring would

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
2The Revised Standard Version, 1973, 1977.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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be heated and impressed into the wax, marking it with the seal of the owner.
It was a capital offense to mess with a seal which you were not authorized to ope n. Only

the recipient it was addressed to or his e xecutor or power of attorney had the authority to
open the seal.

This is seen in v 2 & 3 of chapter 5 where the angel asks, “Who is worthy to open the

book and to break its seals?”4

Seals served multiple purposes.

• Obviously security was one purpose. No one messed with a seal if they did not have
the authority to open it.

• Ownership was another purpose. The seal of the owner impressed into the clay or wax
indicated to everyone that the property belonged to him.

The general idea of being sealed is not limited.

1. Jesus was sealed. He said, God the Father has set His seal on Him5 (John
6:27)

2. We are sealed with the Holy Spirit as a down payment of our eventual total
redemption. Paul wrote, God, 22who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in

our hearts as a guarantee6 (2 Cor. 1:21-22)
3. This sealing of the Holy Spirit belongs to every believer when they are saved. having

believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise7 (Eph. 1:13)
4. The sealing of the Holy Spirit is meant to be both a comfort and a challenge to us.

We are comforted in that it assures us that we belong to him. We are challenged by it to
depart from all evil and identify ourselves with the one we belong to:

Two Scriptures which speak of sealing are:

2Tim 2:19:

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
5The Holy Bible, New King James Version, 1982.
6The Holy Bible, New King James Version, 1982.
7The Holy Bible, New King James Version, 1982.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


3

Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal,
“The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Everyone who names the
name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness.”8

and Eph. 4:30:

Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for
the day of redemption.9

As John weeps, thinking no one will be able to open the book and break the seals, one of
the elders says, “Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah,

the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven
seals.”10

And amid the worship of the 24 elders and the four living creatures the Lamb takes the
book from the right hand of the One sitting on the throne. In chapter 6 v 1 through 17 the
first six seals are broken and the devestation poured out upon the inhabitants of the earth is
so severe that in v 16 the kings and great men of the earth cry for the mountains and rocks to
fall upn the m and hide them from the One who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the
Lamb.

Then the incredible verse 17, for the great day of their wrath has come, and

who is able to stand?11
Think with me about the book we have been describing. To open the book seven seals

must be broken. To the end of chapter six six of those seals have been opened. There only
remains one seal, #7, before the book can be ope ned.

That seal will hold the seven trumpets and the seven bowls which will pour out upon the
earth's inhabitants the incredible "day of the Lord" or God's wrath upon an unbelieving
world. Chapter 7, as we have said, is an interlude between the opening of the sixth seal and
the outpouring of God's wrath which commences with the opening of the seventh seal.

There are two main events in chapter 7.

8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
10The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
11The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


4

1. The sealing of the 144,000 in vv 1-8 which we will look at this morning.
2. In vv 9-17 a great multitude which no one could count stood before the Lamb.
Look with me now at chapter 7, vv 1-8

In v 1 we are introduced to four angels standing at the four corners of the earth holding
back the four winds of the earth so that no wind should blow on the earth or on the sea or on
any tree.

The language is vivid. The picture is of four mighty, strong angels who are holding the
winds which are struggling to be released. The picture is of a great calm before a great storm.
Not a leaf moves; the sea is smooth as glass; all is in place for the next event.

the four corners of the earth12 isn't just poetic language. It of course refers to the
four directions of the compass. I was fascinated to learn that the earth actually does have
four corners. We think of it as a perfect sphere but scientists tell us that at the top and
bottom and at the equator there are actually protruding shoulders which could be called
corners!

Henry Norris writes about this:

I am continually amazed at how accurate this ancient book is when it describes scientific

12The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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facts.
The silence and the angles holding the four winds picture God's protection from harm;

they contrast the peace and security of the believers with the terror of those who are hiding
in the rocks.

The ancie nts believed that the winds from due north, south, east and west were all
favorable winds, but look out for the winds which blew diagonally!

In their view these angels were holding back and about to release the destructive diagonal
winds.

The people of Palestine were very familiar with destructive winds. The Sirocco blew from
the southeast desert. Its hot air blasted and withered all vegetation.

Nahum speaks of the Lord who has His way in the whirlwind (the Sirocco) and the storm.
Isaiah speaks of God coming with His chariots like a whirlwind. 1 Kings says the wind rends
the mountains.

To the Jew the wind, rain and lightning were directly caused by God. They knew nothing
of the weather-making atmospheric conditions, variations in temperature and land and
mountain configurations which we know affect our weather.

Henry Morris writes about this:

End of quotation

The ancie nts simply saw God's power and authority in the storm.
Barkley says, "Surely both points of view are correct, for we may still believe that God acts

through the laws by which His universe is governed".
In any event the storms the ancients were used to and the storms we know will seem like

child's play when compared to the mighty storms of God's wrath. Can you imagine winds
and destruction which far surpass Katrina's devastation?

In v 2. we are introduced to another angel coming from the East (the rising of the sun).

[the]
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He had the seal of the living God13.

The seal is not explicitly defined.
John may be remembering the story of the birth of Christ. The wise men came from

where? "the east"14 searching for the king who is to be born, for we have seen his

star in the east15.
Perhaps to John it is natural for the delivering angel to rise from the same part of the sky

as the star which told of the birth of the savior.
The sealing of God's bond-servants will be in their foreheads.
The sealing will protect the m from God's wrath and will mark them as children of His. In
Ezekiel 9:4-7 we see God's messenger going through Jerusalem to mark the foreheads of
those who still worship the one true God. Evide ntly more than one angel will do the sealing.
Note the pronoun we16. There will be 144,000 sealed. The seal put on the bond-servants'
foreheads was the name of the Lamb and His Father's name. This seal will be counterfeited
by Satan as he causes all to be marked on their right hand or their forehead.

Satan always has a counterfeit.

It's interesting that the seal is of the " living God"17 in contradiction to the myriad of
dead gods of the heathen.

Isaiah 44:9-17 is a passage of mockery of the heathe n and their dead gods whom their own
hands have made. It says,

The smith takes a mass of metal and works at it with the hammer and the tongs
and the coals, sweating and parched at his task of manufacturing a god. The carpe nter
goes out and cuts down a tree. He works at it with line and compass and plane. Part
of it he uses to make a fire to bake his bread and roast his meat; and part of it he uses
to make a god.

The heathen gods are dead, created by men; our God is alive and the creator of all things.
The idea of a living God is used by John to encourage his readers who were experiencing

13The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
14The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
15The King James Version, 1769.
16The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
17The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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persecution and affliction.
On earth Caesar is sitting on the throne. He is persecuting the Christians. God seems to

be unable to help but John says God is alive. He is sitting on a throne far grander than
Caesar's. He is in sovereign control. His seal of ownership and protection is His claim on His
property. He will take them to heaven with Him.

So you thought I'd never get to the question…Who are these 144,000 sealed bond-
servants?

There appears to be no textual basis to support any other ide ntification than that they are
physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

To spiritualize the 144,000 into a Christian group violates the plain se nse of the text. John
gives the reader every detail necessary to identify this group.

12,000 are chosen and sealed from twelve literal tribes which are listed precisely by name.

The word every18 in v 4 seems to suggest that all twelve sons of Jacob are inte nded
here.

Manasseh is included and Dan is left out.
This is interesting. Who is included or excluded from a list of Jacob's sons is determined

by the author's inte nt.
The list of Jacob's sons is given approx. 20 times in the Bible with many variations among

the lists. None of the OT lists agree with this one. Many of them do not agree with each
other.

Levi is included here even though they did not receive an inheritance in the land but
were priests of God in His service. Perhaps their inclusion here reflects their faithfulness and
service to God.

Dan and Ephraim may be excluded here because they were both involved in idolatry. We
can't push this too far because most of the tribes were unfaithful at different times of their
history.

Some Jewish commentators say Dan is e xcluded because antichrist will come from that
tribe. There is a wonderful redemption coming for Dan. He is listed first in Ezekiel's
millennial roll call of the tribes (Ezekiel 48).

The important thing for us to note is that 12,000 are sealed from twelve tribes of Israelites.

18The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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144,000 are sealed. They appear to be Jews, descendants of Jacob.
Some believe they will be evangelists bringing many of their Jewish brethren to salvation

during the latter half of the 70th week of Daniel or the great tribulation.
The Jehovah's Witnesses claim that they would be the 144,000. The n some years ago their

number grew beyond 144,000. Now only 144,000 Je hovah's Witnesses will enter heaven.
The rest will go to some inferior place of abode.

Of course, tragically, they are wrong. Their system of religion based not on salvation
through grace by faith in Christ's blood, but on works, will not get any of them into heaven,
but sadly, unless they accept Christ's payment for their sin they will experience God's full
mixture of wrath poured out on an unbelieving world. They will populate the regions of the
damned along with all who reject Christ, forever.

The use of the words bond-servants19 in v 3 to identify the 144,000 is interesting.
These words are usually used to identify believers in Christ. Many comme ntators apply
these words to the 144,000 and use them to identify the m as the church. They are definitely
believers, but are they the church? You can't have the church here in the great tribulation if
you believe in a pre-tribulation rapture.

It seems best to count these 144,000 as Jewish believers who are sealed to be protected
through the great tribulation. The description of bond-servants20 can be applied to show
God's ownership of them in the absolute se nse that all humans are God's property and 100%
owned by Him.

There simply isn't any clear Scriptural basis for identifying these people as the church.
Context calls for them to be Jewish believers who are sealed by God's angels.

The term Israel21 is never specifically applied to the church in the New Testame nt. It
was never applied to the church by any Christian commentator until approx. 160 AD.

These 144,000 appear to be the beginning harvest of the salvation of Israel.

Seiss writes:

They are not a part of the church proper; for their repentance comes too late for
that. They are a superaddition to the church—a supple mentary body—near and

19The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
20The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
21The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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precious to Christ, but made up after the proper church has f inished its course.

End of quotation

What can we learn from this passage?

• Our God is holy and we should worship Him as such with our words, lives and deeds.
• The heave nly beings never cease their praises. How do we do? When did we last

praise? Complain?
• God is in sovereign control of the universe. Our lives are in His hands.
• We are sealed with the Holy Spirit.

This should be both a comfort and a challenge to us.
• Will you/I be among those calling for the rocks to fall on the m? Only if we reject

Christ's offer of salvation.
• Our God is a living God.
• God knows who we are. The ide ntity of most of the twelve tribes is lost to men but

our God knows every one.
• We are all bondservants of our God. Do we live our lives in light of this?

The Life Application Bible Comme ntary has this to say:

MARKED PEOPLE
The angel foretold that a seal, a mark of ownership, would be placed on faithful

believers. This shows how valuable God's people are to him. Our physical bodies
may be beaten, maimed or even destroyed, but nothing can harm our souls when we
have been sealed by God. Ephesians 1:13-14 says, "And now you also have heard the
truth, the Good News that God saves you. And when you believed in Christ, he
identif ied you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long ago.
The Spirit is God's guarantee that he will give us everything he promised and that he
has purchased us to be his own people" (NLT). Having believed, we were marked in
him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit. In our daily lives, we bear this mark now,
although others can't see it directly. Does your life reveal that you are God's
possession? Do your words and actions convey that you are a marked person?
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* * * *

He was just a little fellow. His mother died whe n he was just a child. His father,
in trying to be both mom and dad, had planned a picnic. The boy had never been on
a picnic, so they made their plans, f ixed the lunch, and packed the car. Then it was
time to go to bed, for the picnic was the ne xt day. He just couldn't sleep. He tossed
and he turned, but the excitement got to him. Finally, he got out of bed, ran into the
room where his father had already fallen asleep, and shook him. His father woke up
and saw his son. He said to him, "What are you doing up? What's the matter?"

The boy said, "I can't sleep."

The father asked, "Why can't you sleep?"

In answering, the boy said, "Daddy, I'm excited about tomorrow."

His father replied, "Well, Son, I'm sure you are, and it's going to be a great day, but
it won't be great if we don't get some sleep. So why don't you just run down the hall,
get back in bed, and get a good night's rest."

So the boy trudged off down the hall to his room and got in bed. Before long, sleep
came--to the father, that is. It wasn't long thereafter that the little boy was back
pushing and shoving his father, and his father opened his eyes. Harsh words almost
blurted out until he saw the expression on the boy's face. The father asked, "What's
the matter now?"

The boy said, "Daddy, I just want to thank you for tomorrow."

Are you excited about our Lord's coming?
Is it a catalyst to motivate you to holy living while you wait for Him?
Do you know Christ as savior? Are you ready?

Mummerts 2009
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