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Sanctity of Human Life 1/21/00

Psalms 139:13-16

Today has been designated as Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. We would like to

share with you a message about abortion.

As you may imagine, the descriptions of some of these procedures will be

graphic and explicit.

I do this not to be sensational, but to help us fully understand the nature of

these procedures.

The Cato Review of Business and Government reports the story of a

Pennsylvania farmer who hit the jackpot for $300,000 after he placed his ladder

on top a pile of frozen horse manure. When the manure thawed, the ladder slipped

and the man sued...

not the Weather Channel...

not the horse (no money there)...

Instead the farmer and his lawyers bamboozled a jury into finding the ladder

manufacturer guilty because it failed to warn him that the accident could occur.

If you go to any hardware store you will see the results of this kind of

litigation.

The average ladder will have decals warning, among other things:

"Danger— Not a step" (for the little platform that is for the paint bucket)

"Do not stand at or above this level."

"If used on slippery surfaces, be careful."

"Wear slip-resistant shoes."

"Set all four feet on firm, level surfaces."

"Keep body centered between side rails."

"Use extreme caution when getting on or off."

"Check that all feet are firmly supported."
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"Never walk, bounce, or move ladder while on it."

"Always face ladder and maintain a firm grip."

"Do not overreach; you may lose your balance and/or tip ladder."

"Tighten nuts."

"Destroy the ladder if it is exposed to excessive heat."

"Failure to read and follow instructions on this ladder may result in injuries or

death."

This points up the fact that we live in a day and a land where it is not

fashionable for one to accept responsibility for one's actions.
We blame our improper behavior on our upbringing or our environment. We

go to great lengths and expense to evade responsibility for our actions. Perhaps
nowhere is this shirking of responsibility more obvious than in our sexual behavior

and our policies on abortion.
Today in America we use abortion as a means of birth control.
It is ironic that if Jesus would have been conceived in our times, he would have

probably been aborted.

The baby was illegitimate. His paternity was in doubt. If this would not have
been enough, his mother was obviously in need of psychological help. She was
talking about becoming pregnant because of an encounter with the Holy Spirit!

Surely she was not fit to bear and rear a child. Because of this and the stigma

of his illegitimate birth, let's fix the problem with abortion.
Thank God Jesus wasn't aborted.
But today we evade responsibility for our sexual misdeeds by fixing the problem

with an abortion.

We call it anything but what it really is.
We call it tissue, a blob of matter, a problem, our choice.
What we evade in all this is the fact that what we are doing is killing innocent

human life.

The womb which should be the safest place on earth has become the most
dangerous place on earth. One in three babies is put to death in the most
gruesome ways imaginable.
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Appo. 1.2 million babies are aborted every year in America.
That's 3,288 every single day,

137 every single hour,
2.3 every single minute!
That's appo. 70 babies that will die while this sermon is being delivered!

It is estimated that since the Roe vs. Wade decision allowing legal abortions in

this country in 1973, appo. 33,000,000 abortions have been performed in
America. That's appo. 10% of the current US population!

The vast majority of these abortions have nothing to do with the health of the
mother or the baby, but are done simply as a matter of convenience or economy.

Politically, the issue is a hot potato. During the 2000 presidential election, the
issue was clearly represented. Mr. Gore was completely in favor of abortion,
including the gruesome D & E procedure. Mr. Bush has said he is against abortion.
All of us should pray that God will allow this horrible scourge to be taken from our

land.
The abortion industry is a multi-billion dollar business. The sale of body parts

from aborted fetuses brings huge profits to the owners of abortion clinics.
We live in a country where, in most states, veterinary clinics are more tightly

regulated than abortion clinics. Ironically, in America today you can go to jail for
abusing the family pet, but doctors routinely deliver all but the head of a fully
developed fetus. Then, while the baby is alive, they harvest its heart, liver, and
other organs. In order to obtain organs which are most saleable, the doctor

extracts them while the baby is alive and the bloodflow is still intact. After cruelly
cutting these organs out of the baby's body, with no anesthesia, the doctor takes a
blunt scissors and cuts an opening into the back of the baby's skull. He then
extracts the brain with a powerful suction machine and completes the delivery of a

now-dead baby.
The procedure I have just described is the partial-birth abortion or D & E which

both our United States House and Senate have voted to outlaw in America, but
which president Clinton has allowed to stand by the use of his veto.

What possible reason can we use to justify such a gruesome, cruel procedure?
We live in the land of the free and the home of the brave. We champion the cause
of human rights over the whole world but we butcher and throw away our babies.
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We would like to look at:

1. What God's Word has to say about abortion
2. Some of the methods used to do abortions
3. Some practical things you and I can do about abortion

1. What does God say about abortion?

Abortion is such a visceral topic today. It touches so many raw nerves. There

are many people who would call themselves Christians who do not understand what
God says on the subject.

When we get to the bottom line, it really doesn't matter how emotional we are
about it or how clever the pro-choice side is in disguising the truth. What really

should matter to us is "What does God say?"
Scripture is very clear that human life is sacred to God and is to be considered

sacred by us.
The Bible tells us that we are created in the "image of God".

In Gen. 1:26 we read, "Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness"1

In Gen. 1:27, "And God created man in his own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created them."

In human terms, when you make something you get very upset if someone

messes it up.
Here we see the sovereign, eternal God of the universe "creating" the pinnacle of

his created work, man and woman. He created them "in his own image". The
ultimate insult to a holy God is for man to destroy a little life which God has

created in his image.
God created us and he continues to sustain our lives. He values our lives

enough to keep us going.
Job says in chapter 12, v. 10, speaking of God, "...in whose hand is the life of every living thing,

And the breath of all mankind"2.
In Job 33:4, " The Spirit of God has made me,

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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And the breath of the Almighty gives me life. "3

Paul tells the Athenians in Acts 17, " For in him [God] we live, and move, and [exist] have our

being"4 (KJV).
It is natural to think that the God who created and sustains human life would

have an opinion about who has the right to end that life. In fact, the Bible is very
clear on this question.

Exodus 20:13 in the KJV reads: " Thou shalt not kill."5
The NAS tranlates " You shall not murder."6

God is not wishy-washy about this issue. This is not a suggestion, but an
eternal command.

The prohibition against ending human life by murder is seen throughout the
sacred Scriptures.

So according to God's Word, the killing of a human fetus is murder and against
God's law.

But those in the pro-choice camp say, "The fetus isn't really a human life. It is
just a glob of tissue." God's Word speaks clearly to the issue that life begins in the
womb.

Jeremiah 1:5 clearly tells us that God knew the prophet, as a person, even

before he was formed in the womb.
" Before I formed you in the womb I knew you..."7 (You know a person, not a glob of tissue)
"And before you were born I consecrated you"8

Psm. 139:13-16 clearly describes the forming and shaping of a little person by a
creative God:

13For You formed my inward parts;
You wove me in my mother’s womb.

14I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
Wonderful are Your works,
And my soul knows it very well.

15My frame was not hidden from You,
When I was made in secret,
And skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth;

16Your eyes have seen my unformed substance;

3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
4The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
5The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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And in Your book were all written
The days that were ordained for me,
When as yet there was not one of them.9

In the Christmas account in Luke chapter one, Elizabeth's baby John the Baptist
leaped in her womb when Mary addressed her. Globs of tissue don't leap. Humans
do. You ask any mother who has carried a baby to birth if the baby is alive. I
remember how excited Barb and I were when we could see and feel the boys

moving in the womb.
Of course, the world of medicine and the sonogram today bears testimony to

the truth of Scriptures that the little life in the womb is alive and is human.
Barb and I had the privilege of seeing sonogram images of our 20-week old

second grandchild. The human parts were clearly seen. Eyes, arms, legs, spine, and
even a little mouth opening and closing.

Modern medicine knows that a fetus begins as a single cell smaller than a grain
of salt. This single cell contains a complex genetic blueprint for every detail of

human development.
The sex, hair, eye color, height and skin color are just a few of the details

contained in that blueprint.
With God's help that single cell develops into a 5-10 lb. appo. 20" fully-formed

infant.
By the 20th day the heart is beating.
By the 28th day the spine and muscles are forming; arms, legs, eyes and ears

have begun to show.
By the 30th day the embryo is 10,000 times larger than the original fertilized

egg.
By day 35, 5 fingers can be discerned on the hands.
On day 40, brainwaves can be recorded.
At 8 weeks, the developing life is called a "fetus" (Latin for "young one" or

"offspring").

Everything is now present that will be found in a fully developed
adult, the heart has been beating for more than a month, the stomach

9The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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produces digestive juices and the kidneys have begun to function. Forty
muscle sets begin to operate in conjunction with the nervous system.

The fetus' body responds to touch, although the mother will not be able
to feel movement until the fourth or fifth month.

The fetus has every aspect of personhood. It can hear, feel, move about,

swallow and respond to outside stimulus. By 7 months, it is using the four senses
of vision, hearing, taste and touch. It can recognize its mother's voice. The
umbilical cord is an engineering marvel showing clearly the creator's hand. By the
4th month it transports 300 quarts of fluids per day. It completes a round trip of

fluids from fetus to mother every 30 seconds.
Clearly our medical knowledge will cause us to agree that the fetus is a human

person if we will examine it.
Clearly we see design, choice and purpose by God in the forming of the unborn.

Dare we say it is just a glob of tissue? There is only one reason for that
description. It is to depersonalize the abortion procedure so the young mothers
will be more easily persuaded to go through with it.

Clearly we have seen a God who creates and sustains human life— A God who

prohibits the destruction of that life in the strongest possible terms.
We do not have time to address it today, but the Bible also speaks clearly

against the practice of child sacrifice and the slaying of the unborn and infants.
We serve a God who is very concerned about the sanctity of human life.

2. Allow me now to describe briefly some of the methods used to do abortions.

The method used is usually determined by the age of the fetus. Up to 12 or 14

weeks, the fetal parts are soft and small enough to allow for their removal with a
powerful suction machine.

The patient's cervical muscle is stretched with special tools. Then the tip of a
suction machine is inserted into the uterus.

When the suction machine, which is 5-6 times as powerful as your household
vacuum cleaner, is turned on, the fetus and placenta are ripped into pieces small
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enough to pass through the suction tube. The doctor cannot see but must
operate by touch alone as he tries to detach the fetus from the wall of the uterus.

A second method which is again done before 14 weeks is the D&C. The cervix is
again stretched, but this time a loop-shaped cutting knife is used to cut the fetus
and placenta into small enough pieces to be pulled out of the body.

The powerful abortion drug RU-486 has been legalized for use in this country.
It is taken early in the pregnancy and causes the body to reject and expel the
growing fetus.

If the drugs fail to induce an abortion, the fetus is removed surgically.
The December 30, 2000 issue of World Magazine has this to say about RU-486:

Unsafe at any dose

The Food and Drug Administration unleashed on the United States in
September the highly touted do-it-at-home abortion in a bottle, RU-486.
Reality is vastly different from the claims, of course: The abortion drug

has known side effects such as severe cramping and nausea, as well as
bleeding that is heavy enough in some cases to require a transfusion.
Nor is RU-486 all that convenient: The entire chemical abortion
procedure can take days, even weeks, and sometimes requires a surgical

abortion to finish the job. So complicated is the regimen that many
college campus medical clinics declined to make available the abortion
pill. But medical insurers quickly jumped on the bandwagon. Several
major managed-care plans, including Aetna, United HealthCare, and

Cigna, announced they would cover RU-486 abortions under their
standard health plans.

End of quotation
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After 14 weeks, the fetal parts are larger and stronger. The cervix must be

opened wider and an instrument shaped like a pliers is used to grasp the fetal parts

and remove them.

The methods already described literally rip the fetus into pieces and remove
them from the uterus.

Two methods which are almost too cruel to describe remain.

The first is the saline or prostaglandin injection method. This is not as popular
as it was, but it is still being done. In this method a large needle is inserted into

the amniotic fluid surrounding the fetus. Saline or prostaglandin is inserted into
the amniotic fluid. The saline is very toxic to the fetus. Over a period of appo. 12
hours, the fetus is slowly poisoned by the saline solution. A distinctive feature of
aborted saline babies is chemical charring or burning which is caused by the saline

solution. When the fetus is dying, the mother can feel it thrashing about in her
uterus. Can you begin to imagine the feelings running through her mind as she
literally feels her baby dying? After the baby has died, labor is induced and a dead
baby is delivered, usually after a very long and painful labor.

The injection of prostaglandin produces strong labor contractions which push
the fetus out of the uterus. Sometimes with these methods a live baby is born. It
is simply neglected and allowed to die without any care.

The D&E or partial-birth abortion has already been described. May God have
mercy on our nation for the slaughter of so many innocent, helpless babies.

There are numerous physical risks associated with abortions.

1. First is hemorrhage. Sometimes there is heavy bleeding during an abortion
or several days later.

Sometimes a transfusion is required.

Sometimes a second surgery is required to stop the bleeding.

2. A second risk is infection.
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There is danger of infection after the procedure. This is usually treated with

antibiotics. This can cause scarring of the reproductive organs.

3. A third physical risk is perforation.
The various methods used pose the risk of pushing a tool through the wall of

the uterus. Major surgery could be required to repair the damage. Infection is a

major risk following any perforation.

The three physical risks already described often can and will lead to infertility,
making a later pregnancy difficult or impossible.

The risk of miscarriage in later pregnancies is increased after multiple
abortions.

4. A forth risk is breast cancer— Studies have shown that women who have an

abortion increase their risk of breast cancer by appo. 30%. It is estimated that 5
to 8,000 women will get breast cancer this year because of having an abortion.

5. A fifth risk is death.

This is rare, but some women die from the effects of an abortion.

Along with these, and other physical risks, there are numerous emotional

consequences of an abortion. Many women live with what has been described as
"post-abortion stress". Symptoms include:

Sadness

Long-term grief reactions
Anger
Sexual dysfunction
Guilt

Flashbacks
Memory repressions
Anniversary reactions
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Hallucinations
Suicidal thoughts or actions

Increases drug and alcohol use
Difficulty with close relationships

POST ABORTION STATISTICS

(From a study done by Open Arms post-abortion ministries)

**Average age when they filled out the survey 29
**Average age when they had the abortion 21

—74% said they would not have this abortion again.
—78% experienced guilt.
—54% experienced lower self-esteem.

—67% experienced crying or depression.
—69% experienced regret or remorse.
—59% COULD NOT FORGIVE THEMSELVES FOR THE ABORTION.
—47% felt anger or rage.

—30% had nightmares.
—24% felt suicidal.

Many women testify that if they would have known the emotional trauma they

would experience, they would have carried the baby to term and either kept it or
placed it for adoption.

It is a sad fact that most of the women who receive abortions are not properly
advised of these consequences. They are also not aware that they are aborting a

little person. They are led to believe that it is simply a glob of tissue, a product of
conception, or so many cells. Norma McCorvey, who was the Jane Roe of the
Supreme Court Roe v. Wade case, tells how she was working in an abortion clinic
helping a young lady during her abortion. During the abortion the patient saw a

little hand which the doctor had taken out of her body.
The patient gasped and fainted. Later she asked Norma what she had seen.

Norma lied and said, "Honey, you didn't see anything."
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When that girl returned for her two-week follow-up exam, the first thing she

said to Norma was, "You know what I saw; you know." Norma avoided her eyes for

fear she would give the truth away.
Norma McCorvey was led to Christ by the love of a Right to Life worker's little

girl. She is now on the pro-life side. She writes in her book Won by Love,

But when you work at an abortion clinic you're guilty and you know
it. For all the millions spent on public relations, the abortion movement
has yet to invent rhetoric powerful enough to blind abortion clinic
workers from the truth. You see the body parts, you hear the women's

cries, and you can't keep lying to yourself—at least not without artificial
stimulation. That's why drugs, alcohol and coarse jokes are so popular
inside the clinics. If we had stayed sober and not laughed at ourselves,
we would have begun to think of ourselves as hideous monsters preying

on little babies.

End of quotation

3. Practical Things We Can Do

1st, Practice and teach a moral lifestyle.

One of the tenets of the pro-choice group is that we have the right to behave
immorally, and if a pregnancy results, we have the right to choose to abort that
fetus.

As Christians we need to teach and heed the Bible's high standard for moral

behavior.
There are very few precepts more clearly taught in God's Word than that he

demands that his followers live lives which are sexually pure.
Singles are commanded to avoid sexual activity until they are married. Married

people are to remain sexually faithful to their spouses. All of us need to purpose
to avoid any areas that tempt us sexually.
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2nd, Pray.

The SOHL insert gives you some practical suggestions on who and what to pray
for.

Perhaps with Mr. Bush as president and his probable appointments to the
Supreme Court we can hope for a turnaround on the horrible scourge of abortion

in our land. But the battle will only be won if we pray. It is so easy to be neutral—
to fail to be actively involved in our prayer closets.

We need to pray for our Crisis Pregnancy Centers and their employees, the
young women in crisis pregnancies, the medical care givers, the fathers of the

unwanted babies, our leaders and lawmakers, and perhaps most of all for a sense of
responsibility, morality and fairness in our nation.

John Wilke, president of the National Right to Life, asks the

right questions:

...Since when does anyone's right to live depend upon someone
else wanting them? Killing the unwanted is a monstrous evil....

So, should a woman have the right to choose? I have a right
to free speech, but not to shout "fire" in a theater. A person's
right to anything stops when it injures or kills another living
human....

The pivotal question is, should any civilized nation give to one
citizen the absolute right to kill another to solve that first
person's personal problem?

End of quotation

3rd, Give to support the crisis pregnancy centers.

The needs are enormous. These folks are in the trenches fighting Satan to
rescue babies and to introduce their mothers to Jesus Christ.
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The centers in Gettysburg and Hanover accomplish the following in an average

year:

There are appointments with appo. 1000 people.
There are appo. 4661 phone calls.
There are appo. 250 pregnancy tests.

Appo. 107 women decide to carry their babies to term
instead of aborting them.
Appo. 75 women are presented with the gospel.
There are 3 to 5 "Forgiven & Set Free" post-abortion Bible studies.

There are appo. 18 women, each year, who accept salvation through Jesus
Christ.

The centers are involved in counseling and helping the women. The gospel is

presented to them. They are given supplies and clothing to help with their babies.
The centers deserve and need our financial support.

Barb is the treasurer for the Tender Care Centers, so we know firsthand the
tremendous financial needs.

4th, Volunteer at T.C.P.Centers.

There is so much to do at the centers...

Phones to answer,
Appointments to schedule,
Patients to counsel,
Cleaning/sorting clothing/supplies,

Assisting the staff,
And many other chores.
There are volunteer training classes available.

The centers provide the following, all free and confidential:

◊ Pregnancy Support Counseling
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◊ Pregnancy Tests
◊ 24 hour "Help line"

◊ Abstinence Education Programs
◊ Resource Library
◊ Baby & Maternity Clothing
◊ Referrals on medical care, adoption and maternity homes

◊ Baby furniture
◊ Godly spiritual counsel
◊ Information on parenting
◊ Help with additional community agencies

5th, Support adoption as an alternative to abortion.

There are so many childless couples who are desperately looking for babies to

adopt.
Maybe raising a child is not possible in a problem pregnancy.
Some of us can encourage young mothers we know to carry the baby to term

and place it for adoption.

Some of us may be able to provide housing and/or payment for medical care
for mothers who elect to carry their babies to term.

Surely adoption is a preferable option to abortion.
Abortion stops a beating heart. Adoption provides a heartful of love to a

special child.

6th, I know the issue of voting is not without disagreement among us.

I have no desire to get into that discussion today, but if you do vote, I
encourage you to be sure you vote for pro-life candidates. The issue isn't always as
clearly drawn as it was in this year's presidential election, but I cannot understand
how a Christian could vote for a candidate who is in favor of abortion.

7th, Accept God's forgiveness if you have had an abortion.
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We serve a God who will forgive and pardon. The sin of abortion cannot be

undone once it has been performed. That's why the bumper sticker says, "Abortion

stops a beating heart". If I am speaking to someone who has had an abortion, I
encourage you to confess it to God, accept his pardon and forgiveness, and
determine to never do it again. Only God can heal the guilt and shame which
result from knowing a person took the life of their child.

My heart goes out to you if you are struggling with this issue. I encourage you
to get help if you cannot find peace on your own.

[During the Great Depression, a couple married.] The man was

middle-aged, and the woman was in her mid-twenties. Before they had
been married a year, in fact, exactly ten months after their wedding day,
God gave them their first child—a boy. It was difficult, but in spite of
their financial restraints they handled it fairly well. Before they had

been married two years, along came a second child—an infant girl. Lo
and behold, in January, long before their fourth anniversary the
following October, the mother conceived her third child.... The other two
children were still in diapers.

It was a tremendously difficult time for this couple financially. The
mother's health was not good and her energy level, understandably, was
at an all-time low. Furthermore, she was not all that great with young
children. She was depressed. Their financial burden was

enormous...perhaps so enormous they could have been tempted to seek
the help of someone who would perform an abortion.

The time was early 1934, an era when abortions were illegal.
However, the woman and her husband were convinced that they should

accept whatever God sovereignly had planned for them. Sacrificially,
they chose to have that baby—a boy—who was born in October of that
year.

Chuck Swindoll writes,
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I'm so grateful that they did, because I was that baby, my mother

and father's last child. Our family came to know a joy in family life that

the five of us would otherwise never have known. Little did anyone
realize back then what God's plan for me would have been. Today, all
three of my parents' children are engaged in vocational Christian service.

I am more grateful than I can describe that my mother and father,

both now deceased, agreed: "We'll have you, because we believe God is
greater than our plans and our rights. We believe God's plan, though
mysterious, is far more magnificent and important than a few
inconveniences." Because they thought those thoughts many years ago, I

am able to write these things today.

End of quotation

One of the practical things we suggested is to give to support the Tender Care
Pregnancy Centers in Gettysburg and Hanover.

There is a basket placed at the back for your giving (on podium by door)
I encourage you to give generously.

If you have any questions about the centers, Barb and I would be glad to try to
answer them after the service.
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