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3 Characteristics of Saving Faith

They were inseparable. Tom and Jack. They had mustered into WWI together
and from that moment they were buddies. Through thick and thin they stayed
together. They were with their unit in France in the trenches. Bullets were
everywhere. A patrol volunteered to go out into no man's land, the area between

the trenches. Tom went with the patrol. There were casualties and from the
trench Jack heard his buddy Tom calling in fear and pain. He requested permission
from his sergeant to go and bring him back. The sergeant, knowing that it was a
suicidal mission, refused. Jack insisted and finally obtained permission. Out into

no man's land he crawled toward the pitiful, dying cries of Tom his buddy. He was
gone a long time and finally He returned dragging the dead body of his buddy

The sergeant said, "See, I told you it was no use. He's dead. It was crazy for
you to risk your life to try to save him.

Jack said, "No sir, it wasn't useless. When I reached him Tom was alive. With his
dying breath he looked at me and said, 'Jack, I knew you would come!'"

Tom exhibited a strong faith. A faith that refused to give up. A faith that was
rewarded with one last greeting from his buddy.

Faith is the power that carries us through the Christian life. Faith gives us the

ability to live our lives in a Christlike way.
Faith is the motivation that keeps us going when the going gets tough.
James talks about faith in chapter 1. He lists 3 characteristics of saving faith

that we all should exhibit in our Christian lives:

In vv. 2-4 James says a saving faith will weather trials.
In vv. 12-15 James says a saving faith will resist temptation.
In vv. 19-27 James says a saving faith will obey the word.

Let's examine these three areas and see if they are strong and active in our
Christian lives, or if we need to allow God to increase our faith in these three areas.

1. Let's look at a faith that weathers trials in vv. 2-4...
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James says, "Consider it all joy my brethren when you encounter various

trials..." (KJV says temptations) Not temptations to make us sin, but tests to

increase our faith and build endurance into our Christian lives.
Hello! Say what, James? You mean when God sends me trials, troubles, I am

supposed to be joyful? I am even to count it all joy!
But wait a minute, James. You don't have my problems! You're not in my

shoes. You don't live with my husband. My wife is impossible, you don't work for
my boss! You can't believe the stress I'm under. That's easy for you to say—

That's what he says. He doesn't ask us to understand it but he does ask us to
do it! —to count it all joy when we encounter various trials.

But maybe James means only the simple little trials are what we are to be
thankful for? No. The word is manifold...various, variegated, different, many-
colored— Every kind of trial is included—

The word is used in 1 Peter 1:6...

"In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you
have been distressed by various trials." It means many, different trials, trials of
every kind

1 Peter 4:10 uses the word to describe the magnificent, never-failing grace of

God.
"As good stewards of the manifold grace of God"
But James, why should we be joyful when we face manifold, different, many

trials?

In v. 3 James answers that question when he says that the testing of your faith
will produce (endurance) (patience KJV). James says a saving faith will weather
trials. It will be built up and strengthened by having endured various trials—

We all know this is true in the natural world, but somehow we don’t make the

connection when it comes to spiritual things. We know that if we want to
strengthen a set of muscles we need to do a set of repetitive exercises that stress
and stretch those muscles—

As one stretches and stresses his muscles they respond by growing stronger—

In fact we all know if we don't use our muscles we will lose our strength. A
broken limb in a cast for several months is very weak, it will need to be trained
again and exercised till it is strengthened like it was before.
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The mighty oak growing by itself puts down deep roots firmly anchoring it to

the soil. Every storm, every tempest causes it to root deeper and deeper. Put that

tree in the center of a forest where it is sheltered from the storm and it will put
down only shallow superficial roots— which will be quickly uprooted if the tree gets
into a storm.

The chick needs to struggle to break out of the egg. In fact if we help it by

breaking the egg so it doesn't have to work so hard, it will die. The struggle
produces life and strength.

The gold is not refined without the fire to draw out the dross.
The pottery is not glazed without the intense searing heat of the kiln to burn

the image on to the piece to stay.

C. Everett Koop, the former US Surgeon General, said, "quote"

"We grow and mature spiritually through adversity— not when everything is
going smoothly...In a time of adversity or trouble, the Christian has the
opportunity to know God in a special and personal way."

End of quotation

A climate-controlled football stadium protects players and fans from the misery
of sleet, snow, mud, heat and wind. Everyone is comfortable.

Leadership magazine, summer 1998, reports that no professional football team

that plays its home games in a domed stadium with artificial turf has ever won the
super bowl. Long before football, the Bible declares that hardship builds Christlike
character.

The Coca-Cola company is having a hard time financially. I was fascinated to
see an Oct 4th news report of a pep talk given by the CEO, Douglas Ivester. One of
the things he told them was "for them to consider the difficult times as a character
test." Amazing— even business leaders know this!
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Just so our faith will never weather the storms of life if it is not exercised by

withstanding various trials. A soft, casual Christian life will produce a weak, anemic

faith.
So we need to see trials from God's perspective as building material for our

faith, as ways to increase our faith's ability to weather the trials of life.
In v. 4 James says our faith which endures trials, which is built up and

strengthened will make us mature and complete in our Christian life.
None of us is perfect but we should strive for maturity, for endurance which

will withstand the trials of life.

"Quote" (William Barkley)...
Endurance— is not just the ability to bear things but the ability to turn them

into greatness and glory.
"End of quotation"

In the early days of the church when Christians were persecuted and martyred
for their faith the heathen were amazed at the martyrs who went to their death
not grimly, but singing songs of joy. That is endurance— being able to see our

trials from God's perspective.
A smiling martyr was asked why he smiled in the flames. He replied, "I saw the

glory of God there and I was glad."
This endurance will help us to weather trials in three ways.

1. It will make us perfect. The Greek word means "perfection toward a given
end."

A sacrificial animal is perfect if it is fit to offer to God.

A scholar is perfect if he is mature.
A person is perfect if he is full-grown.
This testing will fit us for the task we were sent into the world to do.
By the way we meet our trials we are fitting or unfitting ourselves for the task

God means for us to do.
In New York I drove the church Sunday School bus. One day there was some

confusion with directions and I backed into the front end of one of my Sunday
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School teacher's car. I said to him, "I'm sorry about what happened but this is a
great opportunity to let your students see a proper response to trouble in your

life!" We need to remember that our reaction to trials not only fits or unfits us for
Christian service but it is a great object lesson, good or bad, to those around us.
Our reaction to trials shows them if our faith works or not!

A second way endurance will help us weather trials is ...
2. It will make us complete...means entire, perfect in every part.
An animal that is fit to be offered to God— or the priest who is fit to serve God.

Both are complete.

The animal has no disfiguring or disqualifying blemishes.
Gradually this unswerving constancy removes the weaknesses and imperfections

from a man's character.
Enables him to conquer old sins.

To shed old blemishes.
To gain new virtue.
'Til he is entirely fit for the service of God and fellow man.

A third way endurance will help us weather trials is...
3. It will make him deficient in nothing. The word is used of the defeat of an

army, the giving up of a struggle, the failure to reach a standard which should have
been reached. James says if we have a strong faith we will not be defeated, will not

give up the struggle and we will reach the standard set for us by God.
If a man meets his testing in the right way he will be enabled to day by day live

victoriously and reach nearer to the standard of Jesus Christ himself.
True faith will help us to weather trials. How are you and I doing at weathering

trials in our lives?

2. In vv. 12-15 we see true faith will help us resist temptation.

James first talks about the reward of perseverance under trial— the crown of
life—

In the ancient world the crown (stephanos) had at least 4 great meanings:
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One of those meanings was...

a. The crown of flowers which was worn at times of joy, weddings & feasts.
Isa. 28:1-2 talks of the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim and of the

fading flower of its glorious beauty.
Song Sol. 3:11 speaks of a wedding crown given by his mother. These are the

crown of flowers.

A second meaning of
b. The crown was the mark of royalty. Worn by kings/those in authority,

often with a gold, linen band.
Psa. 21:3 talks about the crown of fine gold that is set on his head.
Jeremiah 13:18..."Say to the king and the queen, take a lowly seat, for your

beautiful crown has come down from your head." —the crown of royalty

A third crown was...
c. The laurel crown, the victor's crown in the games, The prize which was

coveted above all—

2 Tim. 4:8..."...crown of righteousness which the Lord the righteous judge will
award to me on that day." —the victor's crown.

A fourth crown was...

d. The crown which was the mark of honor and dignity.
Prov. 1:9 says the instructions of parents can bring a crown of grace to those

who listen to them.
Prov. 4:9 says wisdom provides a man with a crown of glory.

Lamentations 5:16 says in a time of disaster and dishonor it can be said the
crown has fallen from our head.

So we have the crown of...
1...joy

2...royalty
3...victory
4...dignity
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We do not need to choose between these 4 meanings. They are all included.

The Christian has the joy that no other man can have. Life for him is like
always being at a feast. He can see joy in every circumstance no matter how trying
or tragic.

The Christian realizes he is royalty— the sons and daughters of the king of

kings and Lord of Lords— We are children of God.
The Christian has a victory which no one else can have. He meets all of life's

demands in the conquering power and presence of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Christian has a new dignity. He is always conscious of the fact that God

thought he was worth enough to sacrifice his well-beloved only Son to save him
from eternal death.

James says the Christian will receive a crown of life.
The Christian has a crown that is really life. Through Jesus Christ he has

entered into the life more abundant.
In vv. 13-15 James reminds us of the true source of temptations. V. 13...Don't

blame God for the temptation. "God cannot be tempted with evil and he does not
tempt anyone" (This is the temptation with the aim of causing us to sin). James

says that kind of temptation does not come from God. God permits trials to make
us strong, but he never entices us toward evil.

"But James, where does the temptation come from? In v. 14 he tells us exactly
where it comes from.

It comes from within our own heart: James stresses our personal involvement
and responsibility for sins committed.

The lure to evil is within our own nature.
The Beacon Bible Commentary says,

"Quote"
The issue is, would I rather be free, tempted, and have the possibility of victory, or be

a "good" robot? The robot is without temptation but it also does not know the dignity of

freedom or the challenge of conflict, and it knows nothing of the exhilaration of battles
won.

"End of quotation"
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Some of James' readers believed that since God allowed trials he must also be

the source of temptation. Some people today feel this way. This allows one to
excuse one's sin. After all if God made me do it it's not my fault.

James corrects this idea / excuse in v. 14, where he says our temptation to sin
comes from our own evil desires.

"But every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust and enticed."
Desires can be either fed or starved. If the desire is evil we must deny its wish.

It is up to us, with God's help, to deny it.
If we encourage and feed our desires they will soon become actions. Actions

will soon become habits; habits will soon become chains. The blame for sin is ours
alone.

The words "drawn away" speak of the luring of a fish with bait.
The word "enticed" refers to trapping an animal with a decoy.

So James is saying that we can both build and bait our own trap by yielding to
our evil desires.

Let's look at some practical resources in dealing with temptation....God gives us
some resources to enable us to deal correctly with temptation...

#1...His presence— God told Israel before they entered the Promised Land,
"Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: For the LORD

thy God, he it is that doth go with thee: he will not fail thee; nor forsake thee."

God has promised to be with us in our temptation.
God tells us in 1 Cor. 10:13 that "He is faithful; who will not allow you to be

tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of
escape also, that you may be able to endure it."

Stay close to him. He promises his presence to help us with temptation. His
presence is a powerful resource in our battle with temptation.

#2...A second resource God gives us in dealing with temptation is Jesus' Example.

Heb. 2:17-18 NASB...
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17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might

become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for
the sins of the people.

18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to
the aid of those who are tempted

Jesus walked the path before us to show us the way to resist temptation. When

we are tempted we need to think of Jesus' example and follow it in our decisions
and choices.

#3...A third resource God gives us to deal with temptation is His Guidance.

Psm. 119:105 says, "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path."
God will guide us through the temptation if we stay close to him and in his

word. So often we ask God for guidance and then deliberately flirt with the

temptation. God's guidance can only help us resist temptation if we follow it.

I'm thinking of a young man who came to the mission. He had been there for
appo. 4 months. He had a beer and left the mission because he refused to submit

to the discipline we asked him to go through. Appo. a month later he called me
and pleaded to be allowed back. He said he was having trouble keeping away from
alcohol. I told him he could come back if he would submit to the discipline he
would have done if he hadn't left. That was OK with him and he returned. He told

me he wanted to allow God to help him deal with the temptation to drink. For a
month he did well. Then he ran into an old buddy who invited him to buy and
consume alcohol. He went with him and now is out in the cold.

#4...A fourth resource is The Great Cloud of Witnesses to keep us directed.

Heb.12:1 (NIV)..."Therefore since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily
entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us."

When we think of that great cloud of witnesses which has gone on before us to
heaven, it should encourage us to resist temptation.
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#5...A fifth resource is Other People to Encourage Us.

Heb. 10:24-25 (NASB)
24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,
25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging

one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.
Nothing will take the teeth out of Satan's temptations like finding a trusted

friend to share your joys and struggles with. Your mutual encouragement and
accountability will help tremendously with the temptation. How we need to come

alongside of each other and encourage one another— It's so easy to criticize, but
we need to encourage each other to resist the temptation

#6...A sixth resource to help in temptation is His forgiveness when we fall and

fail. We need to remember that when we fall, if we sincerely repent, God will
forgive.

1 John 1:9 (NRSV) 9 If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

James tells us a saving faith will weather trials and resist temptation.

3...In vv. 19-27 we see a saving faith will obey the Word.

Jesus said in Matt. 7:21, Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.

James says in v. 22, But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.

James says if we hear but don't obey; if we hear the Word but don't allow it to
shape our decisions, to rule our lives, we are like a man who looks in a mirror and
ignores what he sees.

In v. 25 the Word is called the "perfect law of liberty." Law is usually thought of

as binding and constraining. Here God's Word is depicted as having the power of
giving us freedom and liberty when we surrender to its teachings in obedience.
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In fact, Paul tells us the Word will make us Christlike. 2 Cor. 3:18 tells us that

as we continue to concentrate on the "glory of the Lord" revealed in his Word, we

are transformed into the same likeness, from glory to glory.
What a worthy goal— For our faith to be so strong that it causes us to obey the

Word which causes us to become more and more like Christ.

I am always awed at how God will work through us when we obey him. Barb
and I were attending the Keystone Christian Education Association conference
recently. The booth across the hall from us was for Sight & Sound in Lancaster co.
I chatted with the man in the booth. He told me a story that sent chills down my

spine.
He said the owner/founder of Sight & Sound is very intentional about giving

God all the glory for what is done there. He also has a passion, which he
communicates quite clearly to the 400 people who work for him. It is quite simply

that everything that is done at Sight & Sound is for the purpose of bringing men
and women to Jesus Christ and salvation.

He told me several stories that illustrate the fact that their obedience results in
God being able to work in people's lives. He said that after a production of the

show "Noah" a busload of teenagers boarded their bus for the trip home. The bus
wouldn't start. The driver tried all the usual things and then he gave up and called
his office. They arranged for a replacement bus to be sent up to take the teens
home. During the 4 hour wait there was intense discussion about the message of

the production. 5 teens accepted Christ as Savior.
When the replacement bus arrived there was a mechanic on board (to see if he

could determine what was wrong with the first bus). He climbed in, turned the key
and it started right up! They drove the bus home, put it in the shop for a

thorough inspection and weren't able to find a single problem.
We serve a God who will work through us if we are obedient to him.

We have seen that a "saving faith"

...weathers trials

...resists temptation

...obeys the Word.
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Let's make it our goal to exercise our faith in these three areas.

Tom got the puppy from a neighbor who raised sheep. He had traded a fine
lamb for the purebred black puppy. They became inseparable. The puppy grew
into a fine, handsome, alert sheepdog. As soon as Tom opened the house door
Shep was there. He was Tom's constant companion. They spent many happy hours

together on the fields and hills of the farm.
Then World War II broke out. Tom was drafted and he wondered what would

become of Shep. He couldn't tell him about war and danger and the fact that he
would be gone a long time. He didn't know how to communicate to Shep that he

may never be back.
Tom left and he spent 2 years at war. He was mustered out and flown home.

He boarded a bus to town which was 5 miles from the farm. It was 12 midnight
when he got off the bus. Not wanting to waken his folks at that hour he walked

the 5 miles to the farm.
As he walked his mind was full of emotion. Would Shep know him? Would he

even be there? As he topped the last hill one half mile from home he gave a sharp,
quick whistle. From the farm he heard a single excited yelp and then a bundle of

black fur was hurtling through the night towards him. Soon Shep was in his arms
and man and dog experienced a joyful reunion.

You and I have been separated from our dearest friend. He has gone to prepare
a place for us. He has promised to return for us. We don't know when. If we want

to meet him with joy and not sorrow we must have a saving faith.
...a faith that will weather trials...
...a faith that will resist temptations
...a faith that will obey the word.

How is your faith today?
Can you say "Even so come quickly, Lord Jesus"?
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