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Shrewsbury May 25/97

Mummerts June 8 /97

Belividere June 28/97

Soldiers— Runners— & Farmers………..II Tim. 2:1-6

He was a proud young man. 18 yrs. old. He had just completed basic training.

He was a full-fledged, well-trained, "tough-as-nails" Roman soldier.

His life was difficult. He endured much hardship gladly. Every order was

obeyed instantly. He faithfully carried out his duties in sun, rain, cold or searing

heat.

He was a team player. Totally devoted to his fellow soldiers. In a boisterous

sort of way he supported them in every way. Each of his fellows knew he would

gladly lay down his life for them if necessary.

There were long, hard marches.

The rough ground was his bed at night (When he was allowed to sleep!)

He was often hungry & thirsty.

In battle he bravely faced the foe.

He always stood his ground.

Always carried out his commander's orders.

His pay was small.

He had few pleasures in life.

His tour of duty was 20 yrs. Only 50% survived to retire, but he wouldn't have

traded places with anyone. He was a proud member of Caesar's army, the most

advanced and feared fighting machine in the Roman world.
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Across town, in the arena there was another proud young man.

He was a contestant in the Greco/Roman running games.

His life was also hard.

For many months, before the games, he had been in rigorous training.

He too was totally dedicated to his coach. He faithfully carried out his orders.

He denied himself many pleasures so that he might be in top form for the race.

On the day of the race he carefully prepared himself. He ate the proper food, in

the correct amounts, at the right times. He carefully went over his outfit removing

any extra weight that would slow his running.

When the race started nothing could distract him from the task at hand. He

kept his eyes fixed on the goal and did not slow or turn aside 'til he had crossed the

finish line. He loved his work and was totally dedicated to it.

While our soldier and runner are working, outside of town we see another

young man.

His work is hard and his days are long.

He is a farmer.

His back aches from bending, his hands are rough and callused, his skin is

tanned and rough from the sun and wind.

With great faith he scatters his seed and waits for the green shoots to poke

their way up through the hard ground. He tenderly cares for them all through the

growing season.

He too loves his work. He loves to feel the refreshing rain on his uplifted face.

He loves to feel the soft crunch of the soil under his sandals. He loves the rich,

earthy smell of his ground after the rain. He knows his entire crop, and livelihood

depends on his heavenly Father. He gladly trusts his crop, and his life, to his care.

At harvest time he joyfully gives the first, and best, as an offering to God. He

cannot imagine a life he'd rather live.
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Soldiers/Runners/and Farmers

Today I'd like to look at these three professions and draw some practical lessons

for us.

For unless we learn to apply the lessons of Scripture to our daily lives those

lessons won't do us any good.

Looking first at the soldier:

Lesson #1…A soldier doesn't complain about hardship.

V. 3 says, "Thou therefore endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ."

You and I have been conscripted as soldiers in the Lord's army. V. 3 gives us an

imperative command: "Endure hardness"!

NAS…"Suffer hardship with me as a good soldier of Christ Jesus."

Behind the text is the idea of a joyful acceptance of God's will for our lives.

Some Christians are experts at seeing the bad side of everything. Not very good at

joyfully suffering hardship for their commander. The apostle Paul is quite an

example for us. He kept his eyes fixed on Christ— Saw through the hardships and

rejoiced in spite of them. In Phillipi he was put in jail. Do we hear him

complaining? Not a bit! He sang hymns and prayed. The Lord opened the doors,

and loosed his bonds with a powerful earthquake. Did he escape? No, he went soul

winning. He led the jailer and his family to the Lord.

At Thessalonica the Jews stirred up trouble, he could have quit! Complained!

Ranted & raved! "Lord, what's up! I'm trying to do your work and you keep letting

these Jews attack me. Why?" But do we see any of that? Not on your life!

He slipped out of Thessalonica to "Berea" and was used of the Lord there. When

he went to Lystra (Lis' truh) he was stoned and left for dead. Did he quit! No!

Acts 14:20 says: "Howbeit as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and

came into the city [Lystra!]: And the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe."

If that would have happened to me, I probably would have never gone back to

Lystra (Lis' truh)— But not Paul. In Acts 14:21 we read, "and when they had

preached the gospel to that city [Derbe] and had taught many they returned again
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to Lystra (Lis' truh)." Incredible! Paul was not a quitter or a complainer. He was

an optimist and, with God's help, a doer.

Can you imagine a soldier complaining to his commander:

"Sir, these shoes aren't very stylish!"

"Sir, this rifle is too heavy!"

"Sir, this gear really tires me out!"

"Sir, I'm not an early riser!"

His commanding officer would adjust his attitude real fast.

Our commander doesn't want to hear us complaining either. Sometimes we

complain about the most insignificant things. If we get a proper view of how great

our sin is and how holy God is, we will never complain about anything.

A great Puritan writer wrote, "If God allows us to have one foot in Hell and one

foot outside, that's 'grace'".

Our Lord staggered up a lonely hill, he carried a heavy load, he suffered

indescribable agonies because he loved us. Think about him next time you feel like

complaining!

A second lesson from the soldier is in v. 4…"A good soldier doesn't get tangled

up."

"No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life." Paul is

painting a word picture of a soldier trying to fight while wearing a big, heavy cloak.

As he swings his sword it hits the cloak. As he steps forward he trips on the cloak.

Paul says no soldier would do that. But sometimes we allow ourselves to get

entangled with all kinds of things. We allow habits and sins, in our lives, that we

know interfere with our Christian lives and hinder our testimony.

We go on year after year without getting victory over these habits and sins

because we aren't willing to make the tough choices necessary. We aren't willing to

surrender our wills to Christ's lordship and allow him to help us to victory.
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I'm convinced that there is no area in our lives that God can't deal with, if we

allow him to. That means that we are responsible if we are disobeying him. He can

help us to victory but he will never force it on us.

I Tim. 5:24 is a sobering scripture. Paul writes: "Some men's sins are open

beforehand, going before to judgement; and some men they follow after." If we

refuse to deal with our sins here in this life we will face and angry Jesus who will

deal with them in judgement.

3rd— A third lesson is in v. 4

"A good soldier pleased his commander".

V. 4…"That he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier." Paul says

a good soldier will do everything in his power to please his commander. Soldiers

have many motives for this: Fear, Love, Patriotism, Duty. But our motive for

pleasing our commander should be our love and appreciation for what he has done

for us.

He saved us from hell.

He gives us peace, joy, happiness

He loved us even when we were enemies of his. We were wretched, sinful and

vile, but he extended grace, mercy, love and salvation to us. We should spend the

rest of our lives doing our very best to please him.

Looking now at the runner

I. Our first lesson is "A runner follows the rules" V. 5 says the runner "is not

crowned, except he strive lawfully".

There was no allowance for breaking the rules. It was not OK to "just this once"

break a rule and do better next time. Either the runner followed the very rigorous

training and entrance rules or he was out. No questions/No exceptions/No 2nd

chances. Obedience is so important for the Christian. God ordained his rules and

standards for our eternal good. Not to enslave us! True freedom can only come as
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we submit our lives to the lordship of Jesus Christ and walk in obedience to God's

word. Obedience is critical in every area of our lives. But I'd like to single our two

areas for our consideration.

One is salvation. Our world is full of prophets and teachers teaching that any

way will do as long as we are sincere. All roads lead to God. God will ultimately

accept and save all mankind. Peter, under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, told

the Jewish leaders in Acts 4:12, "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is

none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved."

The name he was talking about was Jesus Christ.

Paul writes in 1 Thes. 5:9: "For God hath not appointed us unto wrath but to

obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ"! There is absolutely nothing we can do

to earn salvation or eternal life. But thank God he gives it to us as a free gift

through our "Great God and savior Jesus Christ".

Another area of our lives that requires obedience is our service for God. We

must serve God his way. We must rely on God the Holy Spirit for power. If we get

puffed up with a false sense of our own ability: If we run ahead of God's will: If we

try to serve "on our own" we will fail miserably.

Our prayer should be, "Lord help me to empty myself of me so you can control

my life". The Holy Spirit will never force his way into our lives. He will only come

as we invite him and make room for him. We will invite and plead in vain for his

power and presence if we refuse to obey him by yielding our lives in areas he points

out to us.

2. A second lesson from the runner is "he is disciplined".

Discipline at the Greco-Roman games was very strict. Every runner was also

under severe self-discipline. Each runner sets his mind on being the best runner in

the race. Nothing was allowed to keep him from doing his very best.

We need to have discipline like that. We need to catch a vision for the

thousands of lost souls who are slipping into a devil's hell every single day!
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We need to determine to discipline ourselves to do what we can to insure that

we regularly reach some of them with the glorious good news of Christ's saving

gospel.

George Barna has uncovered some startling statistics about Christians sharing

their faith in America. In a national survey of born again Christians Barna's group

found the following:

#1 Less than 1 in three born again Christians believe they have a responsibility

to share their faith.

#2 Less than 1 in 10 born again Christians are actively sharing their faith with

others.

#3 Less than 1 in 5 born again Christians consistently pray for the salvation of

unbelievers.

I believe there are some things we can do the make our witness more

consistent.

#1 Regularly pray for specific people's salvation

#2 Regularly pray for opportunities to share your faith with others.

#3 Regularly pray for wisdom and guidance for times when you are presented

with an opportunity to share your faith.

#4 Pray for God's help and power.

#5 Take those opportunities— Speak when the Holy Spirit prompts you.

In light of the Great Commission witnessing and discipling is the most

important thing we can be doing— Christ has commanded it! It probably won't

happen unless we Plan for it/Pray for it/And then do it.

3. A third lesson from the runner is he does his duty.

When the race starts he is there

When he feels like collapsing he runs.

When it hurts he runs.

He never stops 'til he crosses the finish line.
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Sometimes we don't feel like doing our Christian duty— Witnessing, Forgiving,

Loving, Being kind, holy, faithful, consistent.

We need to keep on keeping on, look to Jesus, square our shoulders and live for

him. In the church in NY we had a Monday night visitation schedule. Went out

into community and knocked on doors. One Monday I had a nasty headache. All

day devil whispered, "You're too sick/grouchy to go witnessing tonight"— When I

came home Barb said someone called, the visitation may be cancelled tonight. I

thought, "O boy— I really don't feel like going." Then I found out some were going

but my partner wasn't going— As I called to check Barb said, "Honey, why don't you

forget it this week!" I said, "I am going", I went and a brother named John and I

had the joyful privilege of leading a precious soul to faith in Jesus that eve. What a

tremendous blessing I would have missed. Let's determine to do our duty as we

serve him.

Looking now at the farmer

Our first lesson is he sows in faith.

When the peasant farmer in Jesus' day scratched the surface with his crude

plow and scattered his precious seed over it he did not have any guarantee of a

harvest. He might loose it all to bad weather, pests may destroy it.

But he still sowed. He sowed in faith hoping for a return and he usually got it.

We need to be like that farmer. Even though we don't see immediate results. We

need to faithfully sow our gospel seed. We need to continue to have faith in our

God's ability to multiply our feeble efforts into something that will result in the

advancement of his kingdom and bring glory to his holy name.

2. A second lesson from the farmer is

He reaps with rejoicing.

V. 6 says, "The husbandman that laboreth must be first partaker of the fruits."
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The farmer works hard in tilling, cultivating and nurturing the crop. There is

a special joy as he looks at the waving grain. He takes exquisite delight in running

his hands through the thrashed grain.

He has invested his life in that grain. We should feel that way about the church.

This is Christ's church true enough— But in a very real sense this in your church.

These are your people!

We need to invest our lives in service to each other.

We need to support and encourage each other.

We need to rejoice when someone comes to the Lord.

We need to joyfully do all we can to help them.

A third lesson from the farmer…

He preserves the harvest.

No farmer would work hard to grow a crop and then allow it to rot in the field.

He works long, weary hours, during harvest, to bring in his crop.

When the crop is ready he is there.

Doesn't go fishing or on vacation, He reaps.

We need to take a lesson from him.

We need to evangelize— We need to be leading others to faith in Christ.

But it is absolutely essential that we disciple and help them to mature.

Eph. 4:12 says God gave evangelists, pastors, and teachers for the building up of

the saints (that's us) so they can do the work of ministry.

The work of the church is to help Christians grow strong and mature in their

Christian lives so they can do the work of witness and discipling.

Each one of us has a part to play.

We can't all teach.

We can't all preach but

all of us can pray for new believers.

We can share new & exciting things we learn from God's Word with them.
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We can be kind and loving to them.

Let's win them

feed them

and love them.

Quickly to review

3 lessons from soldier

1. Don't complain about hardships

2. Don't get tangled up

3. Please your commander

3 lessons from the runner

1. Follow the rules

2. Be disciplined

3. Do your duty

3 lessons from the farmer

1. Sow in faith

2. Reap in joy

3. Preserve the harvest.

Prayer

There may be someone here who wants to commit to following Jesus in

obedience or someone who is not sure that if they died tonight they would go to

heaven.

God's Word tells us

1. We are all sinners

2. The price for our sin is death.

3. Because Jesus loved us he died to pay our sin debt.

4. if we accept his payment
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if we believe he is the divine Son of God

and that he died to pay for our sins.

If we invite him into our lives and live for him we can have salvation and

eternal life.

Won't you accept him as your savior as we sing from #375 in the black book?

Stand or come forward as we sing

"Just as I am without one plea but

That thy blood was shed for me"
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