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Tillman, David Blough Death
2 Cor. 5:1-10, John 11:1-44

Several weeks ago the following obituary appeared in the Johnstown, PA

newspaper The Tribune Democrat.

BLOUGH- Tillman David "Dave", 54, of Cairnbrook, PA, died Sunday

February 3, 2002 at Gettysburg Hospital. Born Aug 13, 1947 in

Johnstown PA. son of Tillman C. and Mary C. Blough. Preceded in death

by parents.

Surviving are former wife Jackie (Blough) Johnston, son David

Clayton, daughter Rebecca Jo married to Jeffrey Kuhns. sister Minerva,

married to Barry Gabriel, niece and friend Cynthia Renee married to

Bruno Tedesco, great niece Angela Rae Tedesco. Two grandchildren,

Ryan David and Jared Foster Kuhns.

Memorial services being held 1:00 p.m. Saturday, February 9, 2002,

at the United Methodist Church, 708 Lohr St, Central City, PA. Services

officiated by Pastor Ronald Emery. Private Interment at Stahl

Mennonite Church Cemetery.

Memorial Contributions may be made to Adams Rescue Mission, 2515

York Rd, Gettsburg, PA 17325 "In his memory"

Tillman was a resident at the Adams Rescue Mission.
He got sick and after appo. a week he was taken to the Gettysburg Hospital.
He died appo. 5 days later.
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Today Death is a "fact of life".
Unless Jesus comes first, every person in this room will die and stand before a

holy God in judgement.

Today I'd like to bring a few remarks from the Scripture text Bro. _______________
read and then draw some lessons from Tillman's death—

His name was Tillman David Blough, but many of us called him "Dave" or
"David", so I will be referring to him as both "Dave" and Tillman.

This message will be very simple— nothing fancy/new.

Look with me first at 2 Cor. 5:1-10.

In v. 1 we stop at the word "know".

Paul says we can know the truth about the unseen world.
In 1 John 2:21 John uses the same word when he says " I have not written to you

because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because no lie is of
the truth."1

Knowledge represents power— during the days of slavery in America, our
government made it illegal for any persons of color to be educated. It was a crime

punishable by torture or even death, for a colored person to be able to read or
write his or her own name.

The slave-owners feared the power of the printed page to cause insurrection
and uprising among the enslaved races.

The abolition movement fought these laws— many brave men/women
white/colored gave their lives to allow slaves to be educated and finally freed—

For us there is a freedom that comes from the "knowing" that we are God's
children.

We can boldly face a hostile world because we "know" God loves us and we
belong to him.

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman
Foundation) 1996.
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Thousands of men/women around the globe have died defending their belief in

God.
Now Paul says we know, using the New American Standard translation, "...that if

the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens."2 Think about the words "earthly tent".

They are so full of meaning.
In Paul's day, black goat hair tents were the top of the tentmaker's art. Paul

made them. A tent is designed to be temporary. To not stay in one place forever.

Paul says if this temporary body we live in is torn down, we can have an eternal
abode in heaven.

Jesus said in John 14, " Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in
Me.

2 “In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have
told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.

3 “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself..."3

We can "know" that our home is in heaven.

V. 2..."groan"

I did a lot of "groaning" after my accident. How we older ones can identify with
this—

Bones creak, body aches, we "groan".
We should be longing for our heavenly bodies.

Verse 4 restates the previous thought ending with the thought of mortality
being swallowed up by immortality.

v. 5...God has given us the Spirit as a pledge, a guarantee of the completion of
our salvation.

2 Cor. 1:21-22:

2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God,
22 who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.4

Eph. 1:13-14:

13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of
promise,

14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s
own possession, to the praise of His glory.5

So like God— not only a promise but a guarantee!

vv. 6-7...We can take courage because we are at home here in our bodies. We

are absent from the Lord, in other words. If we leave these bodies we will go to be
with the Lord.

We "know" this by faith / not by sight.

vv. 8-9...We should prefer to be with the Lord— but we should be about pleasing
him with our lives while we wait for our new bodies.

Paul says in Phil. 1:23-24 that he struggles with the desire to leave this body
and be with Jesus but he realizes it is better for the Philippians for him to remain

with them.

And finally in v. 10...a great, sobering thought— Each of us must appear before
Christ's judgement seat to receive reward or punishment for the way we conducted
our lives here.

The Wycliffe Bible Commentary outlines v. 10:

1. The Plan – "We must"
2. The Parties – "All

4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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3. The Presence – "Appear"
4. The Place – "Before the judgement seat of Christ"

5. The Purpose – "That"
The purpose 1. ...includes all – "every one"

2. ...recompenses all – "may receive"
3. ...recalls all – "the things done in his body"

4. ...discriminates between all – "according to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad"

Look with me now at some lessons from Tillman's passing.

1. Life is short.

Dave was 54 years old. 54 is a real young age, but God called. We don't know

when God will call. We need to be ready.
Death is certain— Someone has said, "There's no way to get out of this life

alive."
Bumper sticker— "Don't take life too seriously...You won't get out of it alive."
Verse 10 of our text says, " For we must all appear before the judgment seat of

Christ..."6
No one is exempt; no one knows when the final call will come.
Life is short.

Herman Hesse writes,

Quote,

Life passes like a flash of lightning
Whose blaze barely lasts long enough to see.
While the earth and the sky stand still forever
How swiftly changing time flies across man's face.

End of quotation

6The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
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2. This world is not our home.

Peter says we are strangers and pilgrims here in this alien world.
Paul says we are ambassadors here in a foreign land representing our true king

and true home to those we live among.

The old Negro spiritual says,

I'm just a-traveling through
My treasure is laid up

Somewhere beyond the blue

Are we laying up treasure in heaven?
We do that by:

First, being sure of our salvation through Christ.
Then, developing our relationship with Christ through Bible reading, study,

prayer, fellowship with believers, good deeds to others, giving to God's work,
sharing with needy—

Not to gain salvation that comes only through Christ's blood,
but to lay up treasures in heaven.
Jesus has some sobering words:
"For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."7
Are our hearts centered on earthly things and stuff / or / are they focussed on

eternal things?

A man's true treasure is revealed in that which he spends his time and money
on. This world is not our home.

3. Care / Concern of others

Tillman experienced this care through:

Emergency team

7The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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Hospital team
Surgical team

Visits at hospital (staff @ mission)
Tillman's family

Becky (daughter)
Minerva (sister)

Cindy / niece
Mission men (prayer service on Sat.)

Our care and concern must have feet and hands.

M. Lunn has written:

I was hungry

and you formed a humanities club
and you discussed my hunger.
Thank you.

I was imprisoned

and you crept off quietly
to your chapel in the cellar
to pray for my release.

I was naked

and in your mind
you debated the morality of my
appearance.

I was sick

and you knelt and thanked God
for your health.

I was homeless
and you preached to me

of the spiritual shelter of the
love of God.

I was lonely
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and you left me alone
to pray for me.

You seem so holy;
so close to God.

But I'm still very hungry
and lonely

and cold.
So where have your prayers gone?

What have they done?
What does it profit a man to page through his

book of prayers when the rest of the world is
crying for help?

—M. Lunn, 1,500 Inspirational Quotes and Illustrations

4. God's Sovereignty

God is in control of our very breath. He holds the key to our life / death.

Tillman had no more control than you and I have over when we die.
He could not prevent death.
God holds the power of life / death. When he calls he will die.

5. Life must go on.

Even though death brings sorrow and hurting, life must go on.
At the mission there were still chapel services to do,

Cardboard to bale,
Plastic / Glass and cans to separate,
People to counsel, disciple,
Meals to cook / eat,

Floors / bathrooms to clean.
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In the Feb. 2002 Focus on the Family newsletter, James Dobson writes to his

wife Shirley,

"Quote"

Then we went to Kansas City for a family vacation and my dad prayed

on the last day and said, "Lord, we know it can't always be the wonderful
way it is now, but we thank you for the love we enjoy today." A month
later he experienced his heart attack and in December I said good-bye to
my gentle friend and you put your arm around me and said, "I'm hurting

with you!" and I cried and said "I love you!" And we invited my mother to
spend six weeks with us during her recuperation period and the three of
us endured the loneliest Christmas of our lives as the empty chair and
missing place setting reminded us of his red sweater and dominoes and

apples and a stack of sophisticated books and a little dog named Benji
who always sat on his lap. But life went on.

"End of quotation"

We must take time to grieve; we must deny our grief. Tears are part of the
healing. But one of the best strategies for dealing with grief is to busy ourselves in
service to others.

Life must go on.

William Barclay writes:

Quote,

Lord of all pots and pans and things
Since I've no time to be

A saint by doing lovely things,
Or watching late with thee,
Or dreaming in the dawn light,
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Or storming heaven's gates,
Make me a saint by getting meals,

And washing up the plates.

End of quotation

6. Things mean nothing.

Tillman had a lot of stuff. His room was one of the better ones with plenty of
room. He filled it up with things.

The Sunday after his death I left church at 11:30 to go to the mission to meet
with his family.

They went through his things and took what they wanted.
All the stuff meant nothing to Tillman. All his carefully-hoarded treasures were

rifled through and divided up.
All of us must learn the transitory value of things.
We need to be aware that we are stewards / managers of it. It belongs to God.
In Leviticus, when talking about the Jubilee Year regulations, The Living Bible

says, "You are merely my tenants and sharecroppers!"
Our names may be on the deeds and titles, but it all belongs to God.

7. Family

Tillman had people who loved him. Even though he had made some bad choices
and burned some bridges—

Becky, Minerva, and Cindy stood by him. They came from the Philadelphia area

and camped out at the hospital to be with him.
Family is so important.
The mission people were, in a very real sense, Tillman's family.
We should be so careful to cherish / nourish our families.

Our families should be secure in our love / concern / protection /
encouragement.
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"Quote",

NO PURSUIT IS MORE IMPORTANT than the cultivation of a godly
family. Christiaan Barnard tells his sad story in his book One Life.

It was a bright April morning when I drove out of Minneapolis. It

seemed a century since I had first arrived there, a time longer than all
the years before it. In New York I put the car in a boat and caught a
plane for Cape Town. A northwest wind was blowing when we came over
the sea with the waves close below.

My wife was there with the children. I had not written much in the
last two months, yet I was unprepared for her greeting. "Why did you
come back?" There was no longer a smile in her eyes. Oh God, I
thought, I've made the most terrible mistake of my life. "Don't look so

surprised," she said. "We gave you up. We decided you were never
coming back." I responded, "It was only a little delay. I wrote you about
it." "No, you wrote once to say you weren't coming home." "We were
building valves, aortic valves," he answered. "No, you were building a

family. That is, you were until you dumped it into my lap," she said
bitterly. "We have ceased to exist for you." I wanted to say I'd come
home because I love my children and I believed I loved her. I wanted to
because I felt it, but what could I say now that would not sound

meaningless.

"End of quotation"

8. Joy of Friendship

Tillman was a friendly little man.
He was quick to defend, but he was very open and pleasant to be around.

He drove one of our trucks.
Often at the end of the day he would hang up his keys, pack his clipboard and

stop in to visit in my office.
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We shared many happy moments together. Sometimes, I'm ashamed to admit

I was busy, I was never rude, but sometimes I didn't visit as long as he would have

liked.
Now he is gone.

Do It Now

Stop for a moment and share
Show someone you care
Someday they will fade away

And you will be left in despair
Time is precious and will not allow
A second chance, do it now
Somehow

Have you heard them speak after
How they miss the laughter
Wishing they had noticed

Had they listened a little harder
Time is precious and will not allow
A second chance, do it now
Somehow

Don't look back and wonder
When everything is over
Could I have made a difference

Did I withhold the answer
Time is precious and will not allow
A second chance, do it now
Somehow

—by Janet Boyd a.k.a. Bee Spirit
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9. Legacy

Tillman had 54 years to build a legacy. We don't know how long we will have.

Many people liked Tillman.
A challenging question for you / me:
When I am gone will others remember me as:

...driven by / for material things?

...selfish and self-centered?
or...
...godly and generous with others?

Let's use our time wisely to build godly legacies.

It takes only a few moments to tear down a godly legacy.
It takes a lifetime to build a godly legacy.

10. Ready to Die

The Bible tells us that salvation comes only through the Lord Jesus Christ.
There is no other way to God but through his son Jesus Christ.

Tillman placed his faith in Jesus Christ. Before he left for the hospital he said,

"I'm ready to go."

Are you? Am I?
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