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Truck Stop Talk

Driver – 3 motorcycles / driver – runny eggs, stale coffee & burnt toast.
We don't spit in coffee, but we minister at four truck stops east of Carlisle. Every hour of

every day of the year men and wome n drive big rigs into those truck stops.
They bring virtually everything you and I eat, wear, drive or use.
They drive in all kinds of weather.
They meet very stringent time schedules.
Many of them deal with unreasonable bosses/dispatchers.
The average over-the-road driver is away from home 2-3 months at a time.
All of this creates enormous stress, frustration and temptation.
They are often lonely and eager to talk to anyone, even the pastor!
We bring them a liste ning ear, prayer, counsel and the saving love of the Lord Jesus

Christ. I also am pastor to several 100 employees. I try to walk through each of the facilities
at least once a day. Many times the employees open up to share concerns or to ask for
spiritual counsel and guidance.

We also make hospital/prison visits when a trucker-related individual is there.
We minister to drivers, employees, homeless and stranded individuals who are at the

truck stops.

Charles Tingly was born on a slave plantation before the Civil War. His mother was a free
Negro; his father was a slave. Because his mother was a free woman, he should have been
freed also, but his master made him work with all the other slaves.

His life was incredibly hard. When he was five he held his mother’s head in his lap while
someone administered a vicious beating to her. Approximately 30 minutes later as five-year-
old Charlie cradled his mama’s head in his lap, she died.

Next day the owner was so angry that he had lost a good employee that for spite he sold
Charlie’s dad and he never saw him again.

Can you even begin to imagine in this age of equality being told,
“I own you, boy. You are a piece of property. I can do anything to you that I wish, even

kill you, and nothing will be done about it."
Charlie heard those hateful words as he grew into manhood. His back was scarred from
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whippings from his shoulders to his heels. No hair would grow on the back of his head
because of the beatings.

Charlie was very intelligent, but he was not allowed to learn to read or attend church.
Whe n Charlie was about 12 Lincoln freed the slaves. He still worked those fields during

the day, but the nights were his.
On his f irst night of freedom they said, "Charlie, what do you want to do?"
Charlie said, "What I'd really like to do is to go to church."
"But Charlie, surely there are some other things you'd like to do. You can go to church

any time."
Charlie said, "I'd really like to go to church. Charlie waked the 5 miles to church. There

he heard unbelievable news. The man stood up and said, "Somebody loves you."
Charlie got angry. He said, "After all I've been through, there ain't nobody that loves me!"
They said, "Charlie, yes, Jesus loved you so much that he died to pay for your sins."
Charlie accepted Christ that evening.
They said, "Charlie, do you have a Bible?"
He said, "No, but it wouldn't matter—I can't read."
"You mean you can't read well?"
"No, I can't read at all—"
Bless their hearts, several of the women made the 10-mile trip to the plantation many

times to teach Charlie to read.
He devoured the Bible.
After several years Charlie said, "I'd like to make an announce ment."
"Sure, Charlie, what is it?"
Charlie said, "I think God is calling me to preach."
They said, "Charlie, you must be mistaken."
One of the me n said, "Charlie, God won't use you [Don't ever say that!]." He said,

"Charlie, you're nothing, and if you try this you will fail."
Charlie said with tears running down his cheeks, "I know I'm nothing, but if God wants to

use nothing that's His business."
Charlie moved 200 miles away to Cape May, New Jersey.
He announced the time and place he would be preaching. Nobody came.
He preached faithfully for several months. The n some people said, "Let's go listen to this

crazy man who preaches to himself." People came. Lives began to get straightened out.
People started to get saved.
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In 10 years Charlie was pastoring the largest church in New Jersey.
He announced God was calling him to preach in Philadelphia!
…the intellectual capital and most important city on the East Coast.
Charlie went to Philadelphia—Again he preached to himself, but in 10 years Charlie was

pastoring the largest church on the East Coast.
It held 3,000 people. It was f illed 6 times every Sunday.
Toward the end of his life someone asked, "Charlie, what's the secret of your success?"
Charlie said, "It's really very simple. He's everything, I'm still nothing and all I've gotta do

is to be sure there's nothing between my soul and my savior."
Brothers and sisters, what a challenge for you and I as we serve Him. What a motto for

ministry. We need to obey God, ask Him to work and then get out of His way and watch
Him work.

God is touching lives through the ministry at Carlisle. I'm the chaplain with boots on the
ground at the truck stops at Carlisle. But it's never about me. I'm nothing, He's everything,
and when you and I get out of His way and let Him work it is truly amazing what God can
and will do! Not because of us, but in spite of us.

Today God is eager to use us.
We need to get out of His way,
…ask Him to use us and do what He says.
It is incredible what He will do through us if we will obey and allow Him to work.

Card – everyone within 10'.
People got cards who didn't really want them.
It was hard – se nse of drudgery.
Sensed God saying, "Whose job are you doing? If you would relax, talk about trucks,

family, sports, I could tell you when to give a card, when to talk, whe n to back off."
Two incredible things happened.
1st, people began to respond with great warmth and e nthusiasm.
There was a spontaneity—It was fun.
And…
2nd, as I relaxed and people talked, ministry happened. It was so much more productive

doing it His way. God is incredible. Serving Him is awesome. He provides resources we can
use to help hurting people and then He provides divine appointments with the people who
need those resources.
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• Man @ Hess's fuel driver
• Atlanta cop – Gables
• Shoebox Christian
• Man who saw me praying – sent him forgiveness book
• Lady from south
• This week lady @ trailer – husband divorced her, kicked her out in Florida – trying to

get to NY
Talked about her relationship with the Lord—
Went over some questions she had about Scripture.
Bought her breakfast—
Gave her 6-8 NT devotionals, food
Took her to Flying J—watched her square her shoulders and walk alone into the truck

stop. My mind numbed as I thought, "That could be my wife, sister or daughter."
We were able to encourage and feed her spiritually and physically, but she was alone.

• Are you a priest?
• Big catch – Glenn Haar

Sometimes God blesses us when we serve Him. We bless others, but He turns the
blessing around to us.
• Had helped a driver whose wife was very sick – coded in ER, again in Critical Care.

All week visited – end of week released.
They were so thankful.
Several weeks later – Petro fuel island.
"I know you"—A driver in Te xas told me how you helped his wife when she was very

sick in Carlisle.
• Hispanic driver – began to weep.
• Kodak engineer.
• Man @ Gables – lost brother.
• Pilot – 17-year-old granddaughter.
• Clinging crosses – John Shellenberger

Glenda
Linsy
Ann Marie; bro.; daughter
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Lindsy so excited
Gram
Ministry touches so many lives.

• 71-year-old woman @ Petro / New York.
• Flying J; "Where are you?" – Tucson, Ariz.!
• Man from Cal. – called out – clean – driving. "In the Word?" – "Every day!"

• 2 guys @ motel gave me $60.
• Sylvia – "I got arrested!" – Did not understand the process – Called local police / went

to magistrate / Paid $60 – set up payments.

• Barb – "Got a minute?" – "I'm so glad you are here" – "Suing the lady?"

• Man died in his truck
• Man died in restroom – late for funeral
• $50 prayer
• Greg - $1 came back
• Greg fuming – Dan, God always se nds you along whe n I need you.

• Elwood – "I've never told anybody this…"
• Barb, fuel clerk - apartment guide – "We are splitting up" – Reached across counter –

"God bless you"
• Ministry trailer – services each Sunday morning.

office

• Cookies 2009 – 13,012 bags
Incredible impact

Phone voice mail message received from a grateful driver who received Christmas
cookies at the truck stop:

Yes, Chaplain Lehigh. My name is . I'm an over-the-road truck driver.

I'm calling to say that [pause] thank you!
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I need for you to take this to your parishioners to let them know that their
compassion and their love for total strangers exemplifies the love of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

In the Word he healed ten lepers. One turned back to say thank you.

I want to stand as that one. I hope there are others, but at least I am going to be
counted as the one.

Thank you again.

May God richly bless you and your congregation and I tell you, you folks need to
understand one thing…

In today's society what you exhibit is what Christ wants because very few people
now do this today.

Once again, thanks so much.

God bless you and merry Christmas.

How do you measure the value of someone who is so deeply touched by such a simple
gift?

Jesus said when you minister to one of the least of these you are ministering to me.

One of our board members works for Pilot truck stop. He was walking into the store
wearing a Pilot jacket and cap.

A driver came up to him and said, "Do you work here?".

Gregg said, "Yes".

The driver leaned close and said, "What's with the cookies? I drive all over the east
coast and this is the only place I've ever been given cookies. What's up with them?"

Gregg said, "They are provided for you drivers by a ministry that prays for you, cares
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about you and wants you to know you are appreciated".

The driver said, with tears in his eyes, "I'm used to people hating me, and these people
want to do something nice for me! I don't understand it."

What an incredible impact one of you good cooks made on that driver. You were
serving Christ from your kitchen.

• Fall banquets
New Fairview – Oct. 2
Chambersburg – Oct. 30

• New this year – Hoss's fundraiser.
April 24 – Sat. all day – If you eat at Hoss's and give them a flyer which we will supply

to your church, they will donate 20 or 25% to the ministry. Need someone at your church to
contact people and get the m flyers.

• Matt. 25
• Starfish.
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