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Understanding who I am in Christ………………..Ephesians 1:1-14

She was probably the world's greatest "miser". Her name was "Hetty Green".
Whe n she died she left an estate valued at over 100 million dollars in 1916!
She ate cold oatmeal because it cost to heat it. Her son's leg had to be amputated because

she took so long searching for a free clinic that his case became incurable.
She was incredibly wealthy, but she chose to live like a pauper.
She was so eccentric that she haste ned her own death by bringing on an attack of

apople xy while arguing about the value of drinking skim milk!
The late newspaper publisher William Randolph Hearst invested a fortune collecting art

treasures from around the world.
One day Mr. Hearst found a description of some valuable ite ms that he felt he must own.
He sent his agent abroad to find the ite ms. After months of searching the agent reported

that he had located the treasures; they were in Mr. Heart's warehouse.
Hetty Green and William Hearst illustrate too many Christian believers today. In Christ

you and I have limitless wealth at our disposal. Like Mr. Hearst that wealth is already in our
possession, but often we live like spiritual paupers and we fail to utilize the enormous wealth
that we already possess.

In Ephesians chapter one Paul writes to this type of Christian and points out to us some of
the incredible riches which are ours in Christ.

I am indebted to Warren Wiersbe for some of the message ideas today.
The author of the epistle is "Paul". We recognize him at once as one of the church's great

leaders.
He was probably named for the first king of Israel, "Saul". Paul's Jewish name was Saul.

He was converted from Judaism to Christianity by an e xtraordinary encounter with the rise n
Christ on the road to Damascus.

Acts 13:1-3 record the Holy Spirit's call for Saul/Paul to take the gospel to the gentiles.
There were three missionary journeys throughout the Roman world.
In approximately 53 AD Paul ministered in Ephesus. Two years later he stayed at Ephesus

for two years. Nearly ten years later Paul wrote to his beloved friends at Ephesus while he
was a prisoner of Rome.
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Paul was sharing the great truths which Christ had taught him about Christ and the
church.

Paul, even though he was on trial for his life, was concerned about the spiritual needs of
the church he had founded.

Paul addresses his letter to the saints1. Nine times in the brief letter he calls these
living Chr istians "saints".

You and I as followers of Jesus Christ are "saints".
We don't always act like "saints", but Paul clearly teaches us that we are "saints".
The word saint means "one who has been set apart". It is related to the word sanctified

which means "set apart".
Paul tells us in vv. 1 & 2 that we become saints because of two words.
faithful2 and Grace3.

Faithful carries with it the meaning of believing in "Christ Jesus", not so much that our
lives are faithful, but that we have put our faith in Christ. This is clear from Ephesians 1:12-
14, 19.

12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be
to the praise of His glory.
13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth,
the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were
sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,
14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to
the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His
glory.

4

19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us
who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength
of His might5

Grace is used twelve times in Ephesians.

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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It refers to "the kindness of God toward undeserving people".
Paul uses the phrase "in Christ Jesus" 27 times in this letter.
It describes the spiritual position of the believer. We are identified with Christ. We are

in Christ and therefore we are able to draw on the wealth of Christ for our own daily living.
The books of the Bible each have their own theme and message.

Genesis is the book of beginnings.
Matthew is the book of the kingdom.
Galatians is the book of liberty.
Ephesians 1:3 states the the me of the book – "the believers riches in Christ".

We see:

1. The source of our blessings.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ6
It is God the Father who has showered us with riches "In Jesus Christ".
Wiersbe points out that we are "born rich" when we are born again.

We share in the riches of:

God's grace – Eph. 1:7, 2:7
God's glory – Eph. 1:18, 3:16

God's mercy – Eph. 2:5
and the unsearchable riches of Christ – Eph. 3:8

We were born into a rich family and have become rich in God's Son.

We see…

2. The scope of our blessings.

all spiritual blessings7…NAS…every spiritual blessing8

6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
7The King James Version, 1769.
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Another translation could be "all the blessings of the Spirit".
God has promised to supply all our needs according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus

(Phil. 4:19), but He has not promised to keep us from either poverty or pain. He has given us
every spiritual blessing needed for a successful, satisfying Christian life.

The spiritual is much more important than the material.
We receive our spiritual riches through the Holy Spirit.
Without His ministry in our lives we live in spiritual poverty.
Rom. 8:9 says, Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

9
Unless you are indwelt by and willing to listen to God the Holy Spirit you cannot draw on

the spiritual riches He is waiting to give you.
None of us can live our spiritual lives without relying on God the Holy Spirit.
The truck stop ministry had received a case of books on forgiveness.
One morning on my way to work I stopped at the Hess Station. As I was going in I saw

the fuel driver making his delivery.
I waved to him; he waved back, and when I came out we chatted for awhile.
As I was getting into my car the Holy Spirit nudged me, "Give him one of the books on

forgiveness".
I said, "God, are you sure? This will really look weird. I talked with him, got in my car,

then got out again. Ok God, I' ll do it."
I took a book, held it out so he could see the title and said, "Are you a reader?" He became

very emotional.
Whe n he had composed himself I said, "Would you like to tell me about it?"
He said, "I'm in the middle of a 2½-year separation from my wife. She has been unfaithful

to me. I've been having so much trouble dealing with forgiving her. And out of the blue
you walk up and hand me a book on forgiveness!"

Brethren/sisters, that wasn't me!
That was God the Holy Spirit deeply ministering to that driver and to me from out of the

boundless riches of His and my life "in Christ" and all the spiritual blessings which are ours
"in Christ".

8The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
9The King James Version, 1769.
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Wiersbe talks about a cartoon showing a pompous lawyer reading a client's last will and
testament to a group of greedy relatives. The caption read, "I, John Jones, being of sound
mind and body, spe nt it all!"

Jesus Christ's last will and testame nt is not "I spent it all", but "you are the benefactor of all
spiritual riches and blessings because I paid it all!"

In this long section, vv 4-14, Paul names just a few of the blessings that make up our
spiritual wealth.

Paul lists:

Blessings from God the Father (vv 4-6)
Blessings from God the Son (vv 7-12)
Blessings from God the Holy Spirit (vv 13-14)

All these blessings are ours because we are "in Christ".

1. Blessings from God the Father

v 4 – God the Father has chosen us.

There is something special about being chosen. Spouses are special because they have
been chosen.

Adopted children often feel special because someone chose the m.
Paul says each of us who know Jesus as Savior has been chose n by Him before we were

born.
…In fact before He created the universe.
Theologians call this marvelous choosing the doctrine of election.
There are many things we do not understand about election, but the marvelous truth of

this passage is that you and I have been chosen for salvation. We are "In Christ through the
action of God the Father before the worlds were formed". Note the responsibility in v4 – He
chose us for a purpose - that we should be holy and without blame before him in

love10
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v 5 – Now in v 5 God the Father has adopted us into His family.

Theologians call this saving action and adoption predestination.
The word refers primarily to what God does in calling people to salvation.
You will search in vain for Scripture to teach that God predestines anyone to hell.

Wiersbe says election seems to refer to people while predestination refers to purposes. God
has predestined our adoption here in v 5, our conformity to Christ in Rom. 8:29-30 and our
future inheritance in v 11.

We enter the family of God through regeneration. Through the new birth we become
children of God. Adoption gives us adult standing in the family so we can immediately claim
our inheritance and enjoy our spiritual wealth.

In v 6 God the Father accepted us.

The KJ says, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved11

More literally we could translate "which (grace) He freely bestowed upon us in the
beloved".

The glorious truth of this passage is that God the Father has accepted us.
We could never make ourselves acceptable to God, but by His grace He makes us

acceptable "in Christ". Because of God's grace in Christ we are accepted before Him.
How incredibly rich we are "in Christ".

2. Blessings from God the Son – vv 7-12

In this passage we see each of the persons of the Godhead working together to make our
salvation possible.

In v 7a "The Son has redeemed us".

To redeem means "to purchase and set free by paying a price".
There were 60 million slaves in the Roman e mpire. Often they were bought and sold like

so many pieces of furniture. It was possible for a man to purchase a slave and set them free.

10The King James Version, 1769.
11The King James Version, 1769.
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The story is told of a slave auction in the American south. A good-looking young slave
girl was being cruelly displayed. The bidding was active. Those hard me n were bidding on
her for selfish, sinful reasons. Finally she was struck off to a man who led her to his wagon.
Hate and malice shown from her eyes. She imagined the life she would lead as the object of
his lust.

As they got into the wagon he handed her a piece of paper saying, "I bought you so I could
free you. You are free to go."

Stunned, the girl stammered, "Sir, I'll serve you till the day I die".
Jesus did that for us. He entered the wretched slave market of sin and bought us,

redeemed us with His own precious blood and set us free.
Paul tells us in Colossians that we have been transferred from Satan's kingdom of darkness

to the kingdom of His beloved Son, the kingdom of light.

We are free from the Law…
Free from slavery to sin…

Free from the power of Satan and the world.

As slaves we were poor; as sons we are rich in Christ!
Are you thankful?

In v 7b Christ has forgiven us.

The word forgive means to carry away, taking us back to the picture of the day of
atone ment when the scapegoat carried Israel's sins, iniquities and transgressions far away
into the wilderness. Those sins were lost in the wilderness. History tells us that a man led
the scapegoat to the top of high cliff and pushed him off so he would fall to his death and
never return.

Christ died to carry our sins to they would never be seen again.
The psalmist tells us He has removed our sins as far as the east is from the west.
Satan can search and search, but if our sins are under Christ's blood he cannot find any

accusation against us because our sins have been take n away.
Sin made us poor, but grace makes us rich.

The NAS 7b and 8a says, according to the riches of His grace
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8 which He lavished on us12!

In vv 11-12 the Son has give n us and made us an inheritance.
The Authorized Version reads, In whom also we have obtained an

inheritance13
It is also possible to translate "in whom also we were made an inheritance".
Both are true.
In Christ we have a wonderful inheritance.
Peter tells us we have been born again to obtain an inheritance which is

imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for
you14

In Christ we also are an inheritance; we are valuable to Him. Think of the price God paid
to purchase us and make us part of God's inheritance.

Christ's future inheritance is wrapped up in His church. We are part of that church – His
bride. We are "joint-heirs" with Christ. We are part of Christ's inheritance.

3. In vv 13-14 we see blessings from God the Holy Spirit.

v 13 – The Holy Spirit has sealed15 us.

The NAS translates v 13, In Him, you also, after listening to the message of

truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in
Him with the Holy Spirit of promise…16

Paul says that "when we believe" we are sealed with the Holy Spirit.
The sealing of the Spirit is very significant.

It denotes several things:

a. It speaks of a f inished transaction.

12The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
13The King James Version, 1769.
14The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
15The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
16The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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Just like legal documents are sealed with an official seal to signify completion of the
transaction, the Spirit's sealing indicates a finished transaction of our salvation.

b. The sealing also speaks of "ownership".

In the ancie nt world seals were used to show ownership. They were used on cargoes,
legal documents and property. The seal showed who owned the object.

God has put His seal on us because He has purchased us to be His own.

c. The seal also denotes security and protection.

The Roman seal on Jesus' tomb carried that meaning.
We are kept secure and protected by the seal of God the Holy Spirit.

d. The seal was a mark of authenticity.

Like a signature on a letter attests to the genuineness of the document, so the presence of
the Spirit proves the believer is genuine.

Rom. 8:9 says, if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his17

It is not simply our profession with our lips, our religious activity or our good works, but
the witness of the Spirit that makes our profession authentic.

v 14 says the Holy Spirit is given as an "earnest" or a "pledge".

"Earnest" is a fascinating word. In Paul's day it meant "the down payment to guarantee
the final purchase of some commodity or piece of property."

Today real estate agents talk about earnest money.
The Holy Spirit is God's first installment to guarantee to his children that He will finish

His work in the m and bring them to glory. Paul speaks in v 14 of the redemption of

God’s own possession18, referring to the redemption of our bodies at Christ's return.

17The King James Version, 1769.
18The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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Redemption is in three stages:

A. We have been redeemed through faith in Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:7).
B. We are being redeemed as the Spirit works in our lives to make us more Christlike

(Rom. 8:1-4). (sometimes called sanctif ication)
C. We will be redeemed when Christ returns and we become like Him.

Some lessons we have learned on the theme of "our riches in Christ"…

1. True riches come from God.

We have seen God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit all working on our behalf to make us
rich.

In Christ you and I have what money can't buy, and these spiritual riches ope n up to us all
the wealth of God's vast creation.

2. All of these riches come by God's grace and for God's glory.

Paul says God the Father chose us, adopted us and accepted us (v 6) to the praise of the
glory of His grace.

God the Son redeemed, forgave and made us part of God's inheritance (v 12) to the praise
of His glory. God the Spirit seals us and guarantees our future blessings (v 14) to the praise of
His glory.

3. These riches are only the beginning.

We can claim blessings through His Word and His Spirit.
By faith we can claim God's promises and draw on His limitless wealth to meet every need

we may face.
If we allow Him to He will shower blessings into our lives in the most unexpected ways

and places.

I was walking through the Wendy's at the Pilot truck stop. A driver saw my hat and said,
"Are you the chaplain here?"
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We started to talk. He told me how he found the Lord. He gave a sailor a ride and as he
was getting out he said, "Have you developed a personal relationship with Jesus Christ?"
That's all he said, but it pierced his heart. Later he accepted Christ during a Billy Graham
telecast.

Later he found a Gideon NT in a shoebox of junk (He has no idea where he got the box).
He was like a sponge drinking in the NT. I asked him if he would like to have some of the
Gideon NTs?

He said, "I'd love to have some; I've been trying to get some of them for years."
He came over to our ministry trailer and he was so thrilled to get ten NTs.
He began to tell me about His family's fractured relationships, bitterness and

unforgiveness.
I gave him two books on forgiveness and he was so glad to get the m.
He told me how he was going to trust God the Holy Spirit to use them to heal the wounds

in his family.
I gave him some snacks and several CDs. As he was leaving he said, "I had several hours

before my next appointment. I was trying to decide if I wanted to wait along the road or
come to Carlisle. It was no accide nt that I decided to come to Carlisle."

He and I were both blessed out of the riches of Christ Jesus because God had graciously
arranged that meeting.

You and I are children of the king. In Him we are incredibly rich. Let's not be like Hetty
Green and Bill Hearst. Let's access and use the incredible riches and spiritual power which
are ours through God the Father…

God the Son…
and God the Holy Spirit.
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