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Opening 1 Tim.1:12-17

THE BIRTH OF A CHILD

In the tragic history of the Civil War, no Confederate general
except Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson enjoyed more popularity

than General George E. Pickett. This flamboyant character was
brave and romantic. He led the famous charge of the Battle of
Gettysburg.

His love and loyalty to his beautiful wife were well known to

both armies. The two armies were drawn up for battle in lines
confronting each other when word was received that his wife had
given girth to their first son. This softened and cheered the hearts
of his troops.

All along the two-mile Confederate battle line there were cheers,
shouts, and bonfires lit in celebration.

The long line of bonfires illuminated the sky.
Across the way, General Grant was curious to know what was

happening. When scouts reported the birth of a son to General
Pickett, Grant responded, "Haven't we any kindling wood on this
side of the line? Why don't we strike up a row of lights, too, for the
young Pickett?"

Soon bonfires were ablaze all along the Union line. Not a shot
was fired. Bright lights and peace reigned because of the birth of a
son.

A few days later, a baby's silver service, engraved to George E.

Pickett, Jr., from General Grant and two other Union generals, was
taken through the lines.

On a broader and higher scale, that illustrates Christmas. The
birth of God's uniquely begotten Son brought peace, salvation, and

joy to mankind.
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The title of the message today is:

Why Jesus Christ Came Into the World.......The text verse is 1 Tim.

1:15 (NASV): It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all."

We will look at
I. Paul's affirmation of Christ's coming into the world.
II. The nature of Christ's coming into the world.
III. The purpose of Christ's coming into the world.

I. Paul's affirmation of Christ's coming into the world
A. In 1 Tim. 1:15 Paul uses the expression "This is a faithful saying." In the
Greek this is pistós ho lógos. It literally translates "trustworthy or faithful the

word". It occurs only in the Pastoral Epistles. It is used 17 times in the books
of 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus.

1. The expression translated, "A faithful saying," probably referred to
statements being used in the churches in Paul's time. In this verse and

in 1 Tim. 4:9 Paul uses the added phrase "that deserves full acceptance"
or as the KJ says, "worthy of all acceptation."

The repeated formula "This is a faithful saying" is always attached to
a statement, related to doctrine or practice, on which full reliance can be
placed. Here the statement is "Christ Jesus came into the world to save

sinners."
This is the good news. The heart of the gospel, the message of

Christmas for us today is "Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners."

Long ago on the hills around Bethlehem the startled shepherds were
told,

"Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord.

14Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
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I proclaim to you today that the truth of that angelic proclamation

made so long ago is just as relevant today as it was then. We need a

savior. Every one of us has sinned and deserves to die for our sins.
Jesus Christ because of his great love for us came to earth as a virgin-

born baby. Became a man and died on a cross to pay for our sins. Three
days later he rose triumphantly from the grave and today he is at the

right hand of God's throne interceding for us.
Today the only way any man, woman, boy or girl can have "peace on

earth: is through accepting the pardon offered to them thought the shed
blood of Jesus Christ on Calvary.

B. Paul with the guidance of the Holy Spirit says in this verse,
This word or saying "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners" is

trustworthy (pistós). You may place your faith upon it and you will not be

disappointed.
1. John tells us that when Christ became flesh, it was God who was taking

upon Himself human flesh.
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
14And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the

glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

Paul tells us that Christ became the one in whom "dwelleth all the
fullness of the Godhead bodily" (Col. 2:9) Christ revealed to men the

nature and purpose of God. What He revealed is trustworthy because
Christ Himself proved trustworthy.

2. The dependability and trustworthiness of what one says depends on
what and who he is.
I was dealing with a man at the mission who I knew had lied to me and

to others. Another person who was dealing with the man told me, "Right
now if he told me what time it was I wouldn't believe him without
looking at my watch."
Our word or anyone's word is only as good as our reputation. If we are

known to shade the truth, stretch it, or outright lie, people will not rely
on what we say.
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3. What Jesus Christ revealed about God the Father is trustworthy because

He proved to be trustworthy in Himself. Jesus never failed the test of

truth. He never told a lie. We can trust what he tells us about God.

C. It is significant that the word lógos is used in the expression pistós lógos
which appears several times in the Pastoral Epistles.

1. The Holy Spirit could have led Paul to choose a word such as rhéma or
laliá, "The utterance of God"; or propheteía, "prophecy, the telling forth."
These words would merely convey that which God spoke.

2. Ho lógos conveys, however, not only what God spoke, but what God

became in the incarnation of Jesus Christ. Lógos means not only
utterance but the intelligence from which the word begins as expression.
a) It is not simply a saying but a fact that Christ came into the world.

History and Scripture record his coming. The Christian church

stands as a proof of his coming.
Phillip Keller in his book, Rabboni, has this to say about the fact of
Christ's coming:
"Quote"

...It is commonly supposed amongst some Christians that the unusual
circumstances of Christ's coming to earth and His childhood days are
believed because they were written in the record of both Matthew
and Luke.

This is not really the case.
Actually the events surrounding His birth were incorporated into the
two Gospel accounts because they were in fact the common property
and knowledge of the early Church in the first century...

It is tremendously important for us to bear this in mind. The
manner in which God chose to come to earth is believed not because
men wrote it up that way. It is not a fabrication. It is not a piece of
poetic fiction. It is believed simply because it is so. That is how it

actually happened. This was the very natural, very humble, very
beautiful yet very wondrous way God chose to come and reveal
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Himself to us. It was the manner He decided would best suit His
whole plan for His redemption and rescue of the human race.

"End of quotation"
b) In John 1:1, He is called ho lógos which means "the intelligence that

gave birth to the word and the expression of that intelligence."

One of the beautiful purposes of the incarnation of Jesus Christ is
that he revealed God to mankind. The Greek logos means "word".
Words are how we communicate. A beautiful aspect of Jesus Christ
the divine Logos or "Word" is that he showed mankind who God was

and is. He trod the dusty streets and lanes of the land of Palestine.
He touched the blind eyes and made them see. He commanded the
evil spirits to flee. He commanded death to release its victims. He
said to the adulterous woman, "Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no

more." He ate with publicans, sinners and harlots. He hugged the
hated, unclean lepers. He grew tired and sweaty. His hands and feet
were soiled and dirty. Everything he did was to reveal God and his
saving love to mankind.

Today Jesus still offers his saving, healing touch. Jesus Christ the
great Logos reveals God to us.

II. Look with me now at the nature of Christ's coming into the world.

1. His coming into the world was not due merely to the physical union of one
man and one woman, as is the case with all created human beings.
a) Christ came, he had to come, trough the womb of the virgin Mary and

through the divine action of God the Holy Spirit. Matthew makes these
two facts very clear in the first chapter, vv. 18-23:
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused
to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 19Then
Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example,
was minded to put her away privily. 20But while he thought on these things, behold, the
angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.
21And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save
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his people from their sins. 22Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 23Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall
bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God
with us.

b) John 1:14 is sometimes used by those who would deny that Jesus chose
to become flesh. The KJ translation "The Word was made flesh" sounds
passive like Christ had no choice in the matter. The phrase could be
better translated, "The Word became flesh." The verb used is not passive

but active.
The Logos, the eternal Word, Jesus Christ, became, by his own volition
and through his own power something he was not before— (flesh). He
had a human nature as well as the divine nature.

2. Jesus Christ did not merely become a man.
a) He became the representative of humanity while continuing to be what

He always was— God. This is why when He spoke of coming into the

world, He did not speak of just being born into the world of the virgin
Mary, but also of voluntarily coming into the world on His own.
We see this borne out in Jesus' own words in John's gospel:
John 10:10...I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly.

John 12:46...46I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should
not abide in darkness.

And in John 16:28...28I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world:
again, I leave the world, and go to the Father.

b) Jesus' answer to Pilate, expressing His sovereignty, put His coming into
the world into proper perspective.
(1)With the words, "To this end was I born," Jesus indicates the time that

He came into the world as a human being, and that He was fully man

at the time He spoke to Pilate.
(2)He also said, "for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto

the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice." (John 18:37)
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The words and tenses used here indicate that there was a certain
time that he voluntarily came into the world as God of his own

accord.
c) No other human being could say that he was born into the world but

that he also voluntarily came into the world. None of us had a choice in
our being born, but the fact that he voluntarily chose to be born a man

makes his love shine through to us with a more brilliant clarity.
While He was here on earth, he was not only Man, He was God, or in
other words the God-Man. This is the reason His words are trustworthy
and the work He came to do, to save sinners, can be depended on as

effective.

Think with me briefly about
3. The personal results of Christ's coming into the world as it relates to his

humanity and to his deity.
a) Jesus Christ, in His incarnation as the God-Man, claimed to be equal with

God: "As the Father knoweth me, even so I know the Father..." (John
10:15); "I and my Father are one" (in essence, Deity; John 10:30); "...the

Father [is] in me and I in Him" (John 10:38)
(1)Note John 14:11, "Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father

in me..." The verb "am" is not in the Greek text, which indicates that
this statement has no chronological (time) limitation. There was

never an abdication (a giving up) of deity by Jesus Christ. In John
14:20 Jesus says, "At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father,
and ye in me, and I in you."
Again, the verb "am" is not in the Greek text indicating eternal

relationship never given up by Jesus Christ.
(2)When he was dying on the cross, he was dying as the God-Man.

However, only His humanity, as bearing our sin and its consequence
of death, could actually die.

His humanity cried out from the cross, "My God, My God why hast
thou forsaken me?" (Matt. 27:46)
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b) You may be challenged by someone that Jesus was not God because he

said in John 14:28, "For my Father is greater than I."

(1)In this statement we see Jesus speaking of his humanity.
Jesus voluntarily chose to lay aside the privileges and power of his
deity. He did this without giving up his deity but he voluntarily made
himself subordinate to his heavenly father.

We see this clearly in Phil. 2, vv. 6-8 (NASV), speaking of Jesus...
6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a
thing to be grasped,
7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the
likeness of men.
8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross.

(2)Some people say there is a problem in Matthew 24:36 where Jesus

says that no man or even the angels of heaven know the day or the
hour of Christ's second coming.
(a) The question is asked, "How could Jesus be divine if there was

something he did not know?"
The answer lies in a proper understanding of Jesus' dual nature.

When he said that no man knew the day or the hour he was
referring to his human nature. Jesus as a mere man did not have
that knowledge.

(b) Jesus as man did not know the day or the hour, but Jesus as God

did know. Otherwise he would cease to be omniscient, being
ignorant of something.
If the Father knows something that the Son does not know there
is either a division in the essence of God's being, or the Son must

cease to be God.
Jesus Christ was the divine God/Man. The revelation of the time
of his second coming was not a part of what Christ came to make
known in his appearance as the God/Man.

Look with me now at
III. The purpose of Christ's coming into the world
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A. The purpose of the incarnation is stated quite clearly in 1 Tim. 1:15,

"that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." [élthen, he

came voluntarily as the God-Man, not merely being born into the
world]
1. He came into the world, He became flesh, because the blood is in

the flesh. He had to have blood to shed because without the

shedding of blood there could be no remission of sins (Heb. 9:22).
22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and
without shedding of blood is no remission. (Heb. 9:22)

2. With the shedding of His blood He accomplished 2 things:

First, a) The satisfaction of God's justice in fulfilling the eternal
pronouncement that "the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23).
This is the reason why Jesus Christ, as the God-Man, had to die
in order to remove sin from man.

The sin of man could not be blotted out, without the shedding
of Christ's precious blood.

Second, b) The appropriation of God's righteousness. Not only
does the death of Christ give Him the right to declare us

righteous before God, but He makes the righteousness of God
part of us. God's nature becomes our nature when we believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ.
21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might

become the righteousness of God in Him. (2 Cor 5:21)

9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived
from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which

comes from God on the basis of faith, (Phil 3:9, NASB)

B. The Person who came is described by the term "Christ Jesus," "Christ"
being His divine name, and "Jesus" His human name.
1. The first time the name "Christ Jesus" occurs in this order and not

"Jesus Christ" is in Acts 19:4 and thereafter it is seen in the epistles
beginning with Romans 3:24. It never occurs in the Gospels
because they primarily focus on the time before His resurrection.
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2. Had Jesus Christ been born into the world and died like every

other human being without rising from the dead, then news of His

coming would not be "worthy of all acceptation" (1 Tim. 1:15).
3. Observe that Paul does not say that He was born of the virgin

Mary, but that He came (The Greek word élthen means that Christ
voluntarily and of His own power entered into the world). This

could never be said of any other human being who ever walked
upon the face of this earth. A son of Mary, if he were nothing else
but that, could never have saved the soul of anyone. He is able to
save sinners because He, the eternal Son of God, voluntarily and of

His own power came into the world.

C. Such declaration about the justification and the simultaneous
sanctification of the sinner is indeed worthy of all acceptation.

1. The Greek word for acceptation, which occurs only in 1 Tim. 1:15
and 4:9, means to embrace, to receive with joy and approval as
something very precious and worthwhile.

2. The complete phrase, "...a faithful saying and worthy of all

acceptation," is exactly the same in 1 Tim. 1:15 and 4:9.
a) 1 Tim. 1:15 undoubtedly refers to the purpose of the

incarnation of God in the Person of Christ Jesus, the salvation of
sinners. It means that sinners should place their full trust in

accepting God's plan. The phrase further affirms that the
results promised— being pronounced justified before God and
being given God's nature— are absolutely trustworthy.

b) In 1 Tim. 4:9 the phrase stands in contrast to the profane and

old wives' fables of verse seven. It is as if the apostle Paul is
stating that the incarnation of Jesus Christ is not a fable. The
"old wives' tales" may be false, but what Jesus promised to do—
through his incarnation, His life, His death, and His

resurrection— He would fulfill.
3. "Of all acceptation" declares that this is absolutely trustworthy.

You can be absolutely sure that when you come to Jesus Christ in
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humility and in repentance, He will forgive your sins and he will
give you victory over sin, making you a new creature in Him.

2 Cor. 5:17 says, "17Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old
things are passed away; behold all things are become new."

The glory of the Christmas story is Jesus came to save sinners. If you are here
without Christ we urge you to accept him as savior today.

She was fifteen when they met. He was sixteen. Through high

school they went steady. He was a football player. She, a

cheerleader. People weren't surprised when they married the
summer after her graduation.

Four years and two babies later, she stood in her kitchen with
dirty dishes in the sink, a crying baby on her hip, and a pile of dirty

laundry in the corner. Tears streamed down her cheeks. She didn't
actually make a decision, she just did it. She grabbed the car keys
and walked out.

She called that night and her young husband answered the

phone. "I was worried," he said half-concerned and half-angry,
"Where are you?" She ignored his question, "How are the children?"
"Well if you mean are they fed and bathed and in bed, the answer is
'they're fine!' But they are wondering just as I am. What do you

think you are doing?" She hung up the phone. Over the next three
months, she called about once a week. He pleaded for her to come or
at least tell him where she was.

His anger gave way to genuine concern. "My mother keeps the
kids during the day, and I keep them at night. We miss you. When

are you coming home?" Over and over he'd say, "Honey, I love you.
Whatever the problem is come home. I love you." Whenever the
conversation turned to her location, she'd hang up. Finally, he could
stand it no longer. He took what little money he had, borrowed
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some from his folks, and hired a private detective. $1200 and four days
later he located her. She was in a cheap hotel in Des Monies.

The young man borrowed more money from his folks and flew to
Iowa. He took a cab straight from the airport to the address of the
hotel. He climbed the stairs to her room. Hotels like that don't have
elevators. There was doubt and fear in his heart and perspiration on

his face. With trembling hand he gently knocked on the door.

When she came to the door, he couldn't remember his prepared
speech and simply said, "I love you. Won't you come home?" She
stood there for a long moment and then melted into his open arms.

They wept for a long time and then they left together.

Some weeks later, the children were in bed. He took her hand and
led her out onto the front porch. There in the darkness they sat on
the porch swing. They had yet to discuss it, but he finally had

enough courage to ask her what had haunted him for many months,
"Why wouldn't you come home? Why, when I told you I love you and
missed you, why didn't you come home?" She leaned next to him in
the dark and said, "Because, before those were only words. But then

you came."

It's nice to hear the words that God loved the world, but at the
first Christmas, He didn't tell us just in words. He didn't use
platitudes or cliches. He came. In His Son, He came.

This Christmas he stands at your heart's door, gently knocking.
He waits for you to open the door. His arms are open wide. He says,
"I love you. Come home." Will you fall into His arms or close the
door?

Rocky Ridge '99
Mummerts '99
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