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Wildasin's Remarks 6/6/04

In the year of our Lord 1841 or thereabout, sturdy rural folks erected a neat frame
school / worship place on this spot.

For 163 years this little white house has stood sentinel over the valley in front of us.

The people of the valley used the house as a school,
a place of worship,

and the grounds as a place to bury their dead.

The cemetery was deeded to McMaster Dubs from George Wildasin and wife in 1829.
The deed states that persons wishing to be buried in the cemetery shall pay a part of

the upkeep of the cemetery and fence.
It also states that any poor person dying without means to pay for expenses shall be

buried free gratis.

The house was used by the Lutheran, Reformed and Brethren faiths. At least as early

as 1847 trustees from these three groups were elected to conduct the business and
upkeep of the house and grounds.

That arrangement continues to the present.

I have many memories of this place. When I was growing up (Some say I never did
grow up!), our farm joined land with the farm to my right.

My family often came to this place.
I remember large crowds that would fill the house.

Hymns and sermons were in German. I still remember bits and pieces of the German

hymns.
I remember as a boy squeezing into some corner somewhere in this room and being

fascinated with the strange speech, the ancient furnishings and the services. I remember
coming here with a neighbor man and finding a groundhog hole in the front.

I remember working, playing and examining the old names/dates on the stones. I

have a slide picture of my family in the lane behind the building.
Then I remember the lake-- being built-- taking the beautiful valley farms.

The neighbor's farm which used to be in front of the cemetery in the valley is gone.

All the houses and farms in the valley are gone.
Truly this place has seen many changes.

It would be fascinating to listen if these walls could talk and tell us what they have
witnessed in 163 years.
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My late father David Lehigh was very interested in this place.

He spoke here at least once.
He has written a poem about this place called "The German Preacher"

I know there have been many fine men in the Lutheran and Reformed tradition who

served here. I do not wish to neglect them, but I am most familiar with the Brethren.

The poem is about services here and about the Dunker preacher Elder David Hoff who
was one of the traveling German speaking Dunkard ministers.

Elder Hoff would ride his horse and buggy to this place in the early 1930s. My Uncle

Charles could recite the poem, but let me read it to you--
As you listen, imagine it's 1930 and you are in a Dunkard worship service in this room.

Maybe it is twilight and the kerosene lamps are burning, casting soft shadows about
the room.

Maybe it's winter and the stove is sending warmth into the room.

The people are simple, plain, hard-working, sturdy, everyday folks.
The service is simple--unadorned with musical instruments or religious decorations.
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As I prepared for these remarks I thought, "What drove those sturdy folk to provide a

place to worship? Why in the midst of eking out a meager living, in the midst of

backbreaking toil, would they take the time or spend the resources to construct houses of
worship like this one?

And this house is not unique. All over this land as the settlers pushed westward

churches and places of worship soon followed. At Germantown, the Brethren constructed
a church house soon after coming to America.

What drove these folk to construct these places of worship?
I thought of a little Jewish rabbi named Paul who walked all over the then-known

Roman world. He often was in great danger. Many times he was hungry, exhausted and

near death. This man tells us a few of the hardships he endured in the New Testament
letter to the church at Corinth.

Listen as I read it from the fresh new translation The Message.

I'v e worked much harder, been jailed more often, beaten up more timesthan Ican count, and
at death 's door t ime after time.

2Co 11 :24 I'v e been flogged fiv e timeswith the Jews'thirty -nine lashes,
2Co 11 :25 beaten by Roman rods three times, pummeled with rocks once. I'v e been shipwrecked

three times, and immersed in the open sea for a night and a day .
2Co 11 :26 In hard trav eling y ear in andy ear out, I'v e had to ford riv ers, fend off robbers, struggle

with friends, struggle with foes. I'v e been at risk in the city , at risk in the country , endangered
by desert sun and sea storm, and betray ed by those I thought weremy brothers.

2Co 11 :27 I'v e known drudgery and hard labor,many a long and lonely night without sleep, many
a missed meal, blasted by the cold, naked to the weather.

2Co 11 :28 And that's not the half of it, when y ou throw in the daily pressures and anxieties of all
the churches.

2Co 11 :29 When someone getsto the end of his rope, I feel the desperation in my bones. When
someone is duped into sin, an angry fire burnsin my gut.

I submit to you today that the reason Paul endured those hardships and the reason

places like this were built all over this land are one and the same.

Paul knew and the church builders knew that another Jewish rabbi, a carpenter, was
led outside the walls of the city of Jerusalem to a hill called Golgotha.

There He spread His arms on an old rugged cross and suffered indescribable agonies
because he loved us!

Jesus Christ the God/Man died on that cross and shed His precious blood in order that
you and I might have salvation and eternal life.

Peter says in 1 Peter 1:18-19:
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...you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold ...
19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of

Christ.1

Mankind was/is separated from God because of sin.
Every one of us has sinned--God's Word says all have sinned and come short of the

glory of God. "THERE IS N ONE RIGHTEOUS, NOTEVEN ONE..."2

Because of that sin there is a great chasm between us and God.

We can't get to God-- no matter how hard we try.

And oh, we do try...We do all kind of things like church membership,
good deeds,

large gifts,
church works,

helping others...

We do many religious things to try to bridge that gap between God and man.
But nothing we do can make us worthy of salvation or bridge that gap between God

and us. It's as if we tried to jump across the Grand Canyon-- Some could jump five feet,
some fifteen feet, but both would fall to their death.

The Bible tells us that because we have sinned we must die.

"For the wages of sin is death..."3 -Rom. 5:12
So we find ourselves as sinners doomed to eternal death with no way to pay that debt-

It is an utterly hopeless / helpless position.

But then we hear the "good news" of the gospel.
"... but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord."4

Jesus Christ offers us the gift of eternal life.

Jesus Christ, because He was sinless, can die to pay for our sins--In dying on the cross

Jesus provided salvation for every man, woman, boy and girl. But for that salvation to be
effective we must personally accept it. We do that by praying a prayer something like

this:

Dear Jesus,

1 The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
4The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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I agree that I am a sinner.

I believe You are the Son of God.

I believe You died on the cross to pay for my sins.
I accept Your payment for my sin.

Please forgive my sin, come into my life and help me live for you.

Thank you.

Amen.

When we pray that prayer in sincerity God has promised to hear and to give us
salvation and eternal life.

But I would be remiss not to tell you that it is possible to pray the words without
obedience and a change of life. Jesus requires obedience to His Word and walking daily

with Him. The obedience and our becoming more Christlike are an outward sign of the

salvation that has taken place inside.

There is a sobering Scripture in Matt. 7:21-23 where Christ says,

21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.

22 “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your
name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’

23 “And then Iwill declare to them, ‘Inever knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU

WHOPRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’5

Jesus knew is was possible to be members of the church for many years,

to do many good works,
and to not ever know Christ in a personal way.

When we accept Christ's payment for our sins, the Bible says we become new creatures
in Christ.

2 Cor. 5:17 says, "Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed

away; behold, new things have come."6

We will have new desires/appetites.

We will want to read God's Word and talk to Him in prayer.
We will want to be baptized and join with a Bible-believing church.

5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.
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We will want to learn to grow more like Christ.
We will get excited about telling others the "good news" of the gospel.

That's what drove the apostle Paul, and I think that's what drove the builders of this

simple church.

You and I who know Christ as savior could give no finer tribute to the sleeping saints
in the cemetery than to become passionate about spreading the glorious good news of the

gospel to all those we come in contact with.
(Every head bowed, every eye closed, please)

If you are here and have never accepted Jesus' offer of salvation;

If you don't know for sure, based on God's Word, that if you died tonight you would
go to heaven, we encourage you to slip up your hand.

No one is looking. Every eye closed, please.
Is there one who will say, "I have never accepted Jesus Christ and I want to do it now."

Pray

Thank you for the opportunity of speaking to you...

splendid attention--
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